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SINCE 1966 More than one heartwarming year-end 

special has taught that the holidays come 

with without presents. Good thing, since 

our economy well its way down the drain, 

and everybody’s already worn holes their 
December 2008 stockings. Our advice: embrace the cheap, 


drink lot, and party hearty. And for those 


who can still afford shop, offer some very 


funky suggestions for giving food, music, mov- 


ies, electronics, books, and geeky toys, plus 
your blessings, okay? 
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The City Council has been 
the 
office into averting its gaze. 
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Making sense what went on; taking action for the future 
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niv 
The Phoe t the only party interested 


in learning the full story of the circumstances 
behind the building of the mo The David 
Project, a pro-Israel, anti-terrorist watchdog 
group, has twice gone to court seeking disclo- 
sure of a broad range of documents and e-mails 
regarding the transfer of the publicly owned 
land, located near Roxbury Community Col- 
lege. The courts have twice rebuffed the David 
Project's attempts to gain access to information 
BRA says have 


que. 


contained in e-mails that the 
been deleted. 


at it might not have 


In his ju 
CG of the Superior C 
headed for a seat on the Sta 1e Court, 
writes, in effect, that since the mosque has 
already been built, requiring the BRA to take 
special steps to retrieve e-mails is not worth 
the effort. This seems shortsighted. Is not 
scrutiny of past actions a valuable guide for 
the future? Gants found that 


stice Ralph 


ho appears 


Sup Trem 


Massachusetts 


law governing what e-mails are — or are 
not — public documents is not sufficiently 


precise. GCants’s vers ion is certainly — 
cally convenient. It means that a potentially 

— perhaps even nasty — politi- 
nt be avoided 

Galvin should step up to the plate. Calvin 
should seek redefinition of public-record law, 
so that when similar issues arise in the future, 
State law guarantees full disclosure. “Oops, 


deleted the e-mails” should not be a plau 


we 


or acceptable defense when legitimate issues of 
public interest are at stake. 

BRA chief Palmieri’s letter is most mislead- 
ing — though maybe he is just exhibiting the 
naiveté of a public official relatively new to the 
ways of Mayor Menino’s City Hall. He seeks to 
deflect criticism by pointing out that the mosque 
project was conceived during the administration 
of Mayor Raymond Flynn. And so it was. But in 
conception, the Roxbury mosque was to have 
had a hometown flavor. In the final analysis, it 
was developed (in part) with money from funda- 
mentalist Muslim donors in Saudi Arabia. 

The key decisions to keep the mosque alive 
despite numerous setbacks were made during 
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Taxpayers will never know. 
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remains a question as to whether 


this is the best way for the city to conduct 


itself. That is why the Phoenix joi 
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ing for the independent Boston Municipal 
Research Bureau to examine the mosque 
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al and offer its opinion on whether this 
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Hino himself broke ground 
fundrais 
+ 
was a Cart-before-the-horse 
move that unmistakably sig Neve q 
naled mayoral approval 
The Phoenix agrees with 
3 ” Palmieri that, in essence, the { 
‘ 
1 story of the mosque should be 4 
2 
= 
parks that abut the religious center » a 
To date, the City Council has been strong 
armed by the mayor's office into averting its 
gaze from all that went on in the construction ail, " i 
> 
City Council has the institutional fortitude to at i ared 
least investigate whether the mosque is keeping : ; 
its promise to the city to upkeep those parks to f 
the agreed-upon standard. The city sold the land 
that the mosque stands upon to its original de : y 
velopers at a greatly reduced price, in part in an | 
exchange for a promise to maintain those parks | 
I ieri the city cooperated fully 
with the Phoenix's look into the story behind the in 
construction of the mosque. It certainly fulfilled na OPERATION 
its legal obligation to make what it defines as better served it, UUlilip tie 10 years Wwittit 
the public record available to reporter David S the mosque projected stalled, that land was ; 
Bernstein, who authored the 7000-word Phoenix : 
report. (See “Menino’s Mosque” at thePhoenix 
com/mosque 
| 
\ 
when asked fj KIMBE AN 
might have f OFFICES 
that lead to the construction and funding of the | easton ‘ 
the city m if it 
VERIFIED | 
new 
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Letters may be mailed to 
the Boston Phoenix, 126 
Brookline Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02215; faxed to 617. 
859.8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to 
staff writers’ e-mail 
addresses (e-mailed letters 
must include a telephone 
number for verification and 
a hometown). All letters 
are subject to editing for 
considerations of space, 
fairness, and clarity 


s of advocacy and self-sacrifice. Why should this case be any stood outside the accepted I have no doubt that 
An acci d 2 nta i ly The FBI, on the other hand, different? norms by helping to found Turner will be exonerated, 
e .- “ despite TV and Hollywood If Turner is guilty of the Massachusetts Green- and that the movement for a 
t ra } C t i makeovers, has a long, well- anything, it’s fighting hard Rainbow Party, by buildinga healthy community will con 
documented history Boston jobs for Boston grassroots movement his tinue grow and prevail. 
ing and destroying movements people, sustainableeconomic district, and by leading the 
Your “Terror for justice and social change. development, and fight stop the biolab. 


Masala” 


SANDY EATON 


28), 


very timely view the atrocities 
but shows how stupid Indian 
filmmakers and the Indian public have been 
constantly romanticizing, trivializing, 
and whitewashing the result 
being that the (Hindu) public has largely 
lulled itself sleep and, worse, lacks spine 
and cohesion and cannot fight the minority 
Islamists effectively and decisively. 


Further, Iregrettosaythat it has always been the BRA’s 
when you yourself make policy dispose blighted 
snide remark about President properties reduced rates 
Bush, and byimplicationour spur redevelopment 


(American) War against ter- and enliven communities. 
Financing available 2009 and prior year models thru 12/31 
you look pretty stupid too. payments, interest for months 
the typicallyempty-headed, best summarized the ed- All trades welcome! NADA retail paid trades 
very lefty readers the Phoenix? the opposite page. Largest inventory New England 
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Mumbai particularneed senator Dianne Wilkerson 
only read last week’s edito- allegedly did, and accepting 
rial, “The Spectacle Ter- campaign contribution 
rorism,” which is available for a favor? (See “A Moral Di- : 
online at thePhoenix.com. lemma,” Editorial, November 
28.) Those politics might 
INCOMPLETE make distinction, but 
INFORMATION think the general public sees 
nino’s Mosque” (News and books, one is not. 
Features, November 21, 2008) The cynicism that this Greater Boston Motorsports 


the result someone’s breeds the electorate 
sonal agenda use the understandable. That politi- 
to attack Mayor Menino over cians are scared innocent 
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details that was not in- actions may misconstrued 

volved in. The Boston Redevel- the fallout the investiga- www.g reaterbostonmoto rsports.com 
opment Authority designed tion into Wilkerson laugh- 

the site for use mosque able. think what they fear 

under the Flynn administra- most is people ferreting out 

tion. Your story fails to men- the connections between the 

tion that more than 2000 legal contributions and the 

pages documents were favors doled out. 

provided Mr. Bernstein PAUL CENTRO 


the BRA, and he spent hours 
in our offices going over these 


files. The story also fails heard that FBI agents 

mention that the BRA won had arrested Chuck Turmer on 

the land-sale case in court. corruption charges, my gut in- 
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This Just In_ 


Visions Sugar Dish 


The Nutcracker 


meets burlesque 


Vanessa White, stage-name Sugar Dish, 
was lying on her couch this past spring, 
watching the Joffrey Ballet on TV, when “it just 
popped into my brain. The name came first.” 
That name? The Slutcracker. And from that ker- 
nel of inspiration, White, who heads the Babes 
in Boinkland burlesque troupe, came up with 
the group’s most ambitious project yet: a ribald 
parody of The Nutcracker ballet. The show, complete 
with a cast of 27 (including two men) plays the 
Somerville Theatre this weekend. 
White, 31, had been a ballerina, but hung up 
her slippers in 2000 due to a knee injury. In 2006, 
while working as a model, writer, and editor at 


the BU-based college-sex magazine Boink, she put 
together a small group of strippers to entertain 
at one of the publication’s parties. Thus were the 
Babes born. They are now a core of four, and are 
no longer officially connected with the erotica 


journal. Babes in Boin 


na ne salicy 
nd have done saucy rou 


une uDs around t 1S 90-IT 


nute 


their 


produ: 

ig lear 

big leap int 
“It had to 


credits ir 


to stage, 1s 


mance 


things,” says White, whose 


director, dancer, and 


sr of much of the show. “It had to be 


ide produce 


choreogra 


stunningly gorgeous.” Tle theme? “It’s about ac- 
ceptance and passion. It has a lot of depth.” 

As White sums it up, she took The Nutcracker 
and “essentially grew it up. Clara is now a young 
woman; Fritz is now her boyfriend, not her 
brother, and they’re a young, pretty vanilla 
couple. They hold a Christmas party.” Fritz is also 
planning to ask Clara to marry him. Councilor 
Drosselmeyer arrives. Recast now as an aunt in 
her 80s, she is packing attitude and an unusual 
item in her handbag. 

“She feels like Clara’s too young to settle 
down,” says White, “and pulls out of her hand- 
bag a toy which causes quite a stir: a giant pink 
vibrator. Needless to say, people are laughing or 
horrified. Fritz is more upset. They have a big ar- 
gument. . . .Everybody says, ‘We gotta go.” 

Later, Drosselmeyer returns with the vibra- 
tor. Lo and behold, it grows bigger and becomes the 
Slutcracker Prince. “The Slutcracker courts Clara,” 
says W 


Ways to come to th 


ite, “and convinces her with his wily 


L 


nd of sexual fantasy.” 


Act One is fairly chaste, albeit with some 
bawdy symbolism, says White. Act Two is where 
the strip-teasing enters. “Where in The Nutcracker, 
it’s the land of sweets where every dance is a food 
or candy, in The Slutcracker, every dance is a sexual 
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cool, fun show.” 
Wh Comicazi-con will be held on December 14 from 3 am to 3 
past It pm at the Dilboy VFW Hall, 371 Summer Street, in Somerville. Admis- 
Bedrock sion is $3. Attendees get a free comic book, a toy, and a chance to win a 
1 taking tot nmmer copy of Rock Band 


Comics and crafts unite 


In 2001, a year after mega comic-book retailer Comicazi 
opened its doors in Davis Square, the first-ever Bazaar Bizarre Davi 
iative-crafts fair was held down the road at the Dilboy 
N Hall. It was a wildly successful event that has 
1oseyed into wider, gr 
Comicazi co-owner Michael Burke is aware 
of that history as he prepares for the inau 
gural Comicazi-con and Bad Ass Bazaar, 
which will take place this weekend in that 
same dimly lit hall. Burke sees his event 
not only as a fitting heir to the space, but 
ly suited to what the square has 


jare is what Har- ) tep, we're going to rule the world,” says 
says Burke. “I've 
led it grow and grown with it, and I'd 


like to give back a little bit and just havea 


lifestyle or fetish, portrayed by 
various numbers and styles.” 
White, of course, plays the Sugar 
Dish Fairy. 

The cast, she says, consists of 
“dancers who never made it pro- 
fessionally because of body type, 
but are spectacular dancers. It’s 
heartwarming to take all these 
people and put them in this pro- 
duction.” 

One thing to note: there is 
no total nudity — so hey, maybe 
bring along the family! White « 
says she researched local and 
state laws, and the least her 
dancers will wear are pasties and 
thongs. 


jim Sullivan 


The Siutcracker is at the Somerville ; q 
Theatre, 55 Davis Square, in Somer- 
ville, December 12 through 14, with 8 
pm shows all three nights and a 2 pm 
matinee on Sunday. Tickets are $15 
and can be purchased at the box of- 


fice or online at theslutcracker.com. 


WHIP IT REAL GOOD Violette (who, in her other life, serves 
as artistic director of the Ballet Lolita contemporary dance 
troupe) struts the part The Russian Dancer. 


merchants, such as artsy-craftsy Magpie and funky gift-shop 
iared, as well as comic artists and vendors. 
Burke and his partners see the con as an opportu- 
nity to promote Comicazi to a broader audience. 
“If there’s something for everyone, there’s 
more people walking through,” says Burke, who 
would see success as “having people who would 
never walk through a comic shop’s door come 
through the door and take something away 
from it and like it.” 
Like the supervillains whose tales they ped- 
s owners seem to view Somerville 
op on the road to global domination. 


eener pastures. 


David Lockwood. 
Burke is wary. “California, maybe.” 
Georgiana Cohen 
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“UNFORTUNATELY 
NOT AVAILABLE, 
BECAUSE 

STILL GAINFULLY 
EMPLOYED.” 


_GM vice-chairman Bob Lutz, when asked by CNN 
whom he would like to see in the role of car czar. 
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The Diary Young Girl 


Found art 


Twenty-two years ago, Jes- 

sica Deane Rosner was headed 
home from a job as an artist's 
model in Rhode Island and 
discovered her car had been 
towed. When she called a 
friend for a ride, she acciden- 
tally left her diary on top of the 
pay phone. Rosner got her car 
back the next morning, but 
wouldn't see the diary again for 
14 years. 

“It felt like I'd lost a physical 
part of myself,” she remembers. 

Then, on Christmas Eve 
2000, a Man unexpectedly 
called Rosner from Boston and 
said he had the diary, which he 
subsequently returned in early 
Presumably, the gray-and- 
white marbled covered book had 
passed through several hands 
over the years, but Rosner never 
found out for sure where it had 
been since 1987. 

Over the past four years, Ros- 
ner turned the recovered treasure 
into a work of art — imposing 
multicolored ink drawings over 
reproductions of 72 of its 8-by-s- 
inch pages. The result, The Diary 
Project, is on display as part of the 
26-artist Drawn to Detail exhibit at 
Lincoln’s DeCordova Museum 
through January 4, 2009. 

“The greatest thing about 
this project is that it allowed me 
to present everything | love to 
do,” says Rosner. 

The Diary Project drawings 
represent a range of narrative 
and abstract styles with which 
Rosner has experimented dur- 
ing her career. On some pages, 
blocks of color highlight or 
obscure the text; on others, 
she's superimposed figures of 
people or anthropomorphic 
animals. Two of the pages are 
decorated with her 12-year-old 
son’s handprints. 

Rosner did not selectively 
cover up any of her diary’s en- 
tries, no matter how intensely 
personal or embarrassing. The 
daily journal, covering from December 1, 
1985, to January 20, 1987, chronicles a “very 
melodramatic” period in her 20s. Rosner had 

noved from her hometown, New York City, 
to Cranston, Rhode Island, she says, “to get 
a fresh start without [the] distractions” of 
friends and family. 

Her early years as an artist are described 
on these pages, as are detailed accounts of 
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Today, Rosner’s diary entries are “less 
gossipy,” usually focusing on current events 
or her career. “If I'm going to have some- | 
thing that’s a physical thing that I’m leav- 
ing in the world,” she says, “I'd like it to } 
have more meaning about what I think.” 
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Jessica Rosner will present an artist's talk at 3 | 
pm on Saturday, December 13, in the third-floor 
lobby of the DeCordova Museum, 51 Sandy Pond 
Road, in Lincoln. Free, with museum admission. 
Call 781.259.8355, or visit decordova.org. 
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These guys really know how 
hold their load. Check out 
the hottest new male video- 
characters thePhoenix. 
com/bishonen. 
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Alex Shepherd from 
Silent Hill: Homecoming 


MUSIC VIDEO 


q 
This week, backstage with Vampire Weekend, Franz 


Ferdinand, and Airborne Toxic Event WFNX’s MIRACLE 
TREMONT STREET holiday show; watch exclusive footage of , 
LETTERS CLEO for last week’s sold-out reunion 
gigs at the Paradise; and see highlights from performances | 
at the BOSTON MUSIC AWARDS, including JADA covering the { 
Beatles, Big Digits covering the Pixies, and Termanology’s crew | 
shouting down New Kids on the Block. At thePhoenix.tv. ‘ 
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Our favorite New Yorker, MALCOLM 
, f GLADWELL, terrified at the First Parish 
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Cold War Kids 
Loyalty Loyalty 
$13.99 


See why Spin Magazine says “Maybe the world 
could better place, Cold War Kids were 
just there set straight.” 


Eagles Death Metal 
Heart 
$13.99 


Rolling Stone, their four-star review Heart 
On, described the band “Tight Pants fast 
girls the blues gold.” 


The Ting Tings 
Started Nothing 


The hottest new export The Ting Tings are 
creating quiite stir with their critically ac- 
claimed new album Started Nothing. After 
hearing their psychedelic/indie smash hit 
“Shut And Let Go” (with bit help 
from iTunes commercial), you know the 
conquest end there. “That’s Not 
Name” another dose infection pop induced 
goodness that soon your favorite new 
Watch for return visit The Ting Tings 
the Boston area very early 2009. 


slipknot 
WIENS 


? 00- 3000. Pri 


Exclusive discounts these participating Best Buy stores. 
Complete listing of stores, visit w 
Boston, MA: Dedham, Watertown, 
Back Bay Framingham, Worcester, 
Landmark Center Hyannis, Manchester, 
South Bay Nashua, 
Cambridge, Saugus, Portland, 


BEs 
BUY 


NOW 
| 
{ 


GAME 


SPORTS BAR FENWAY 
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THE PLAXICOLOR DREAMCOAT 


New York is all agog over the story 


= of Giants wideout Plaxico Burress, 
BA the gigantic pass-catcher who 
doomed the Patriots last year 


toasting Ellis Hobbs for a Super 
Bowl-winning TD and is now pay- 
ing the karmic price with a tabloid 
scandal for the ages. 

Burress, who seems unusually 
stupid and arrogant, even for an 
NFL wide receiver, is in a jam for 
accidentally shooting himself and 
then contriving cover the inci- 
dent by (allegedly) convincing a doc- 
tor to skip the normally mandatory 
police report. 

The story started early on 
the morning of November 29 in 
Manhattan’s Latin Quarter night- 
club, where witnesses heard a loud 
pop and then saw Burress, the idiot, 
staggering and clutching his leg 
receiver — who didn’t have a permit 
to carry the gun — was overheard 
z, “Take me to the hospital.” 


saying, 
He went to New York- 


yterian, where he was treated 
by a Dr. Josyan 
for reasons that 
unk 
2000 law m 


Presb 
n Abisaab, who 
remain as yet 


wn failed to comply with a 


andating tha 
rep ort all gunshots, pov 
knife wounds, and ice-pick punc- 
tures to the police. 

Also inveigled in this scandal 
are linebacker Antonio Pierce, who 
allegedly drove Burress to the hospi- 
tal, and, to a lesser degree, troubled 
running back Ahmad Bradshaw, 
who was at the nightclub at the time 
the shooting. The many moving 
parts possible hospital cover- 
up, the possible complicity team 
officials and players, and the fact 
that Burress is a star who'd already 
clashed with the team earlier this 
year for contractual reasons — have 
made this a tabloid orgy in which 
everyone involved is taking turns 
overreacting front the cameras. 
One police spokesman even invoked 
the ghosts of Watergate when he 
talked about a “universe of silence” 
around the incident. 

Burress posted $100,000 bail for 
two weap his 
court appearance is in March. 
He was also suspended for the final 
: nes of the season. Dr. Abisaab 
New York 
and may face charges 
2000 New York law, a 


ons- e€sslo n charges 


next 


ndea 


yet wha 
Pierce. ! 
who 
best of them, 


loomberg, 
ow to 1 ile on with the 
said it would be an 

if authorities didn’t pros 


outrage” 
ecute Burress and the hospital to “the 
fullest extent of the law.” 

Burress’s lawyer, Benjamin 
Brafman, meanwhile, said that 
Burress is a “mature adult” who is 
“standing tall.” 

Actually he’s a moron who acci- 
dentally discharges loaded guns in 
crowded nightclubs and now 


GIANT DRAMA Plaxico Burress ha 
for an incident in which he shot himself 


least leaning a little to one side, if 
he’s still standing tall at all. But 
who’s counting? 

The Giants are kicking ass on the 
field, but they’ve had some tough 
times lately, for sure. Another wid 
out, Steve Smith, was robbed at 
gunpoint on November 25. Some guy 
waited for Smith outside his town- 
house and stuck a gun to the back 
of his head, taking his wallet, cell 
phone, and jewelry. 

Who commits armed robbery for 
a wallet? Is the financial crisis really 
that severe? 

Anyway, Plax has to get at least 50 
points for the weapon, the cover-t 
and his general thick-headedness. 
Let’s give him 66 and call it a day. 


OTHER NEW YORK NEWS 
Meanwhile, New York Jets de 
end Shaun Ellis got a standard tr 


fic-stop/weed bust, forcing phocine 


) 


The 


in the leg 


traitor-coach Eric 
Mangini express 
disappointment with 
his pass-rusher. 

Ellis was appar- 
ently “uncooperative” 
when he was pulled 
over near Jets head- 
quarters in Florham 
Park, New Jersey, on 
November 29, after he 
zoomed past police 
cruiser high speed. 
Cops say Ellis refused 
hand over the nec- 
essary paperwork. 

He was searched and 
police found the usual 
stash. The charges 
ended being pos- 
session and posses- 
sion of drug parapher- 
nalia, and he was 
issued a summons 

for driving without 
insurance, speeding, 
failure to keep right, 
and driving without a 
registration card. 

Jets are taking 
a “we'll let the legal 
system take its course” 
stance here and Ellis 
is still spy Eight 
points overall for this one, mostly 
for being a Jet. 


DEA-SHON 

Keep an eye on this one — it may 
turn out important draft 
time. Texas Tech defensive back 
De’Shon Sanders was busted by the 
DEA for dealing more than 50 grams 
of cocaine. Why does this matter? 
Because all-world wide receiver 
Michael Crabtree is a housemate of 
Sanders, and was in the room when 
agents searched the place. 

Crabtree been implicated 
in any crime, but you can bet NFL 
teams are watching see this 
bust ends affecting their draft 
boards next spring. © 


h court date 


When he's not googling “Burress duress” 
and “cornered Sanders,” Matt Taibbi writes 
for Rolling Stone. He can be reached at 
m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 
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6) LEYRITZ (EX-YANKEES) | DUI manslat 
7) BRADY SMITH (EX-BC) | being a dn 


b of a would-be rapist | 89 


8) BRANDAN WRIGHT (EX-BETHUNE-COOKMAN) | running dude over with an Isuzu 


for owing him $200 | 89 


9) RYDELL WOODS (EX-AKRON) | shooting at cops; getting caught with five guns 


and ski masks | 88 
10) BRANDON MARSHALL (BRONCOS) | the o 
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EMERGES BOSTON SPORTS FORCE 


EVERYONE’S GOT THE BAD-ECONOMY BLUES THESE DAYS BUT THE MOOD 
AMONG PEDDLERS THE PRINTED WORD ESPECIALLY BLEAK. THE TRIBUNE 
CO. JUST FILED FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES CO. BORROWING 


against its fancy new HQ; Newsday is 
slashing jobs; McClatchy wants dump 
the Miami Herald. . . . Day in, day out, the 
news grim. 

There are isolated exceptions, how- 
ever, particularly on the new-media 

side. The Huffington Post just landed 
$25 million in venture-capital money, 
for example. And here Boston, weei. 
com has spent the past half year trans- 
forming itself from afterthought 
into a name to be reckoned with in 

Boston sports media — along with 

the Boston Clobe, the Boston Herald, 

and corporate sibling WEEI 850 
AMitself. 

Earlier this month, Entercom, 
weei.com’s parent company, 
announced that Curt Schilling — 
the bloody-sock-wearing, 

Republican-endorsing, Kobe 
Red Sox- 
pitcher-turned-free-agent — 
would moving his inde- 
pendent blog, 38 Pitches, 
to weei.com. And this is 
just the latest string 
smart weei.com moves. Back in 
July, the site landed Rob Bradford, 
the Herald’s highly respected Red 
Sox reporter, as its new editor, and 
announced that Michael Felger 
been writing the Patriots 
report card for the Herald, and 
doing his own radio show for ESPN 
890 AM — was joining weei.com’s 
stable. August, weei.com added 


BEEFED Weei.com 

editor Rob Bradford (bottom) 
and vice-president/general 
manager Tim Murphy hope 
dominate the competition 
with their revamped site. 


Will Leitch, the founder of the wildly 
popular sports Web site deadspin.com 
and freshly minted contributing edi- 
tor New York magazine; he’s writing 
outsider’s perspective. 

Other noteworthy hires include 
Red Sox reporter Alex Speier (a for- 
mer Harvard debate-team captain 
who’s written for the New Hampshire 
Union Leader and Baseball America) and 
Celtics writers Paul Flannery (Boston 
magazine’s online editor) and Jessica 
and that’s only partial list. 

Simply put, this time last year, 

weei.com was the media equivalent 
appendage perennial ratings-pow- 
erhouse WEEI-AM that existed simply 
because every outlet needs least 
token new-media presence. Now 
it’s autonomous, attitude- 


heavy outfit that aspires, in Bradford's 
words, to become the espn.com of New 
England and could pull off. 


PLACE THRIVE 

few days ago, discussed ceil- 
ing with Bradford and Tim Murphy, weei. 
com’s vice-president and general manager. 
Bradford is a mild-mannered guy, with the 
unassuming demeanor novice high- 
school assistant coach. When he’s talking 
about weei.com’s place the Boston sports- 
media firmament, though, he develops a bit 
of a swagger. Covering the Red Sox for the 
Herald was his “dream job,” says Bradford. 
But after interviewing for this gig with En- 
tercom bigwig Jason Wolfe, Bradford focused 
on three enticements: the opportunity to 
build something from scratch; Entercom’s 
abundant financial resources; and the tie 
preexisting, dominant radio brand. was 
this triad that ultimately convinced him to 
leave established media outlet for one 
that was still undefined. 

“My first week on the job,” says Bradford, 
“Il would go to Yankee Stadium, and New 
York writers were asking me about [the new 
National Internet writers were 
asking about it. Even before was 
hired, I said, ‘This is something that could 
transcend the sports pages Boston.’ And 
still believe that. want strike fear 
the hearts our competitors.” 

Murphy more cautious. worked the 
Globe and for long time 
1999-2006],” he says. “I delivered the Globe as 
kid; went high school across the street 
from the Globe I’m still proud 
have been a part of the Globe, and it saddens 
sometimes see what’s happened it. 
Our goal isn’t necessarily to take them down. 
Rob wants take people out thing is, 
we're trying to become bookmark-worthy for 
fans Boston sports.” 

But then, a moment later, Murphy sug- 
gests that his own ambitions for the site 
might actually surpass “We have 
opportunity, because the way radio 
structured from financ 
create a place for journalists to thrive,” claims 
Murphy. “We don’t have a newspaper’s 
overhead: trucks, printing presses, paper, 
ink, all those things. The economy’s in the 
tank, and it’s a hyper-competitive space. But 
can — this can be a space for journalists to 
ply their craft. And think that’s the reason 
lot journalists are watching us, saying 
they hope succeed.” (It’s worth mention- 
ing that, on the editorial side, only Bradford 
and Speier are full-time — which may be a 
sign of the journalistic future.) 

Of course, it’s all well and good to talk 
about possibly transcending the Boston 
sports pages, creating new-media model. 
But how weei.com faring the present? 

On the plus side, there’s the aforemen- 


tioned roster talent, which Boston Sports 
Media Watch (BSMW, the local sports-media 
blog found bostonsportsmedia.com) 
columnist David Scott calls “diverse and 
provocative.” (Bruce Allen, BSMW’'s founder 
and publisher, goes with “talented, innova- 
tive, and hard working.”) In addition, in 

the wake of the hiring spree that started 
with Bradford's arrival, the site has gone 
from 219,000 unique visitors a month to 
320,000, That same hiring binge convinced 
Richard Deitsch, who covers sports media for 
tion, to 
give weei.com a nod in his power rankings 
back in September zather- 
ing point of view, Bradford can tout a few 
noteworthy scoops that his staff t 1 


aft has landed, 


si.com, Sports Illustrated's online opera’ 


And from a new: 


including the specifics of Celtics GM Danny 
Ainge’s new contract. 

The bad news? Start with the Web site 
itself, which currently looks incoherent 
and does a poor job of showcasing content, 
be it original weei.com material or audio 
from the radio side. The caveat here is that 
the site’s being redesigned, in advance of 
a February 2009 relaunch. Still, there’s no 
telling how many potential readers stopped 
by over the past few months — and then 
left, unimpressed by the aesthetic and func- 
tional status quo. 

Also, while Bradford and Murphy proud- 
ly tout their independence from the radio 
side — unlike at ESPN, they say, WEEI's 
radio hosts aren’t being pushed blindly 
plug weei.com content Scott 
suggests that WEEI-AM's lowbrow tenden- 
cies could bringing the Web side down. 
“There needs to be better synergy with the 
radio side,” argues Scott. “Those buffoons 
on [Glenn! Ordway’s show need to realize 
they should embracing the Web site, and 
not picking fights and name-calling the way 
they do with most callers and certain 'EEI 
hosts.” Finally, while Bradford puts a brave 
face on the fact that weei.com’s reporters 
aren't traveling with local teams — analy- 
sis and commentary are king, he claims, 
and “no one cares about game stories any- 
more” — the absence of those stories might 
keep away older, more traditional-minded 
readers. 

But remember: the new, improved weei. 
com is less than a year old. Note, too, that 
back in August, the Globe hired then-Herald 
sports columnist Tony Massarotti “the 
face and voice of boston.com sports” — a 
move that looked both like response 
weei.com’s recent changes and a grudging 
validation wisdom. Weei. 
com isn’t New go-to online 
source for sports news yet. But that doesn’t 


DISCLAIMER Weei.com commercial partner 
the mobile-technology company G8wave, 
which, like the Phoenix, is owned by the Phoe- 
nix Media/Communications Croup. 


To read the “Don't Quote Me” blog, go to the- 
Phoenix.com/medialog. Adam Reilly can be 
reached areilly@phx.com. 
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MAYOR MENINO GETTING WHITE-WASHED? 
PLUS, SAM NOT-SO-FRIENDLY SKIES. 


OBSTACLES AND 
OBSTINANCY 


The current fire-department 
disability-claims investigation 
was prompted by reporting 

in the Boston Globe, which 
has recently looked at Mayor 
Menino's ties to the Boston 
Licensing Board at the center of 
the Dianne Wilkerson scandal, 
and at the troubled Columbus 
Center project backed by both 
Menino and Wilkerson. 

In fact, some within the Menino 
camp tell the Phoenix they are 
increasingly convinced that the 
Globe is determined to bring down 
the mayor. Nevertheless, all signs 
indicate that Menino has every 
intention of running again, and 
winning, despite anything that US 
Attorney Michael Sullivan or the 
Globe might throw at him. In fact, 
some long-time Menino observ- 
ers say that the more enemies he 
perceives, the more determined he 
will be to prevail. 


WILL MAYOR TOM MENINO PULL KEVIN WHIT 
NCE-INVINCIBLE-SEEM 


emerge between the upcoming catia race 
and the historic race of 1983. In the latter, 
considered one the great mayoral cam- 
paigns in Boston history, White dropped out 
the last minute under the withering pres- 
sure of a corruption investigation. 

Back in 1983, it was long assumed that 
then-Mayor White was unbeatable in his 
quest to extend his 15-year hold on the office. 
But complicating the incumbent's path to re- 
election, White was increasingly under scruti- 
from Massachusetts’ ambitious Republican 
William Weld, who was determined to expose 
corruption in the White administration. 

Weld ultimately indicted more than a half- 
dozen City Hall aides his attempt build 
case against White. He never succeeded. But 

did create enough pressure that White made 
the surprise announcement, in June 1983, that 
he was withdrawing from the mayoral race. 
last-minute withdrawal opened the 
door for a frenzied free-for-all election. 

Few are expecting 2009 to bring a simi- 
lar scrum — but they forget that the same 
assumption prevailed at this stage in 1982. 
Menino, who took office in 1993, is considered 
equally formidable was White before 
he withdrew from the race for his fifth term. 
Today, of course, Boston is being rocked by 
a corruption investigation that has thus far 
led to the arrests of State Senator Dianne 
Wilkerson and City Councilor Chuck Turner. 
Menino himself has not been implicated. But 

. 


DEJA VU Twenty-five years ago, seemingly unbeatable Mayor Kevin White (right) was going 
= a fifth term, then dropped out of the race under pressure of a corruption investigation. 
Vill Torn Menino (left) succumb to the same circumstances? 


THE QUESTION THAT 
THEMSELVES THESE DAYS THE 


FOUR-TERM STRIKING PARALLELS 


Republican Attorney Michael Sullivan 
considered a likely candidate for US Senate — 
has demonstrated the past his own eager- 
ness pursue high-profile Boston Democrats. 
(Just ask former House Speaker Tom Finneran 
and Sheriff Andrea Cabral.) 

And, as White’s case demonstrated, it 
is not necessary to convict a mayor to drive 
him out of a race. Sullivan's office has 
already reportedly subpoenaed Menino’s 
right-hand man, Michael Kineavy, for the 
investigation. If the scope of the investiga- 
tion widens into projects supported by both 
Wilkerson and Menino — Columbus Center, 
for example the role the mayor and his 
staff will get more scrutiny. 

And that not the only ongoing federal 
investigation into city officials. The office 
looking into the Boston fire department’s 
handling of disability claims, in the wake 
of a scandal over “disabled” firefighter-cum- 
bodybuilder Albert Arroyo. That scandal has 
already brought down the Boston Retirement 
Board’s top executive, Robert Tierney, who 
resigned in August. The city’s elections 
commission and police department are also 
under federal scrutiny. 

Although he has said nothing publicly 
about his intentions, Menino has continued 
his solid fundraising pace, taking nearly 
$800,000 this year through November, after 
breaking the million-dollar mark 

Even more telling, Menino reported 
$30,000 payment late November 
California firm known for political polling. 
Menino insiders would not confirm the 
Phoenix that the mayor has begun polling for 
his re-election bid, but did not discourage 
that interpretation. 

The assumption that Menino running 
has kept the local political scene quiet 
critical time. Most political observers say 
that serious mayoral candidates would need 
start raising money before the end the 
year. That’s because the very low annual- 
contribution limits under state law — $500 
per calendar year make much harder 
raise large sums 2009 alone. 

Looking ahead to potential competitors, if 
stays the race, Menino will likely face 
challenges from two at-large city councilors 
with similar profiles, Michael Flaherty and 
Sam Yoon, who are both conspicuously con- 
sidering taking Menino. 

They are the only two making noise so far 
about possible But that could change 
quickly Menino, like White, shocks the 
city and withdraws — assuming he did so 
before petitions are due next spring. 


YOON’S FLIGHT FANCY 

With his public testing of the mayoral waters, 
Yoon has drawn scrutiny to his every move. 
This past week, that meant a lot of head- 
scratching over his proposal for a resolution 
asking Massport and the Department 


Transportation to block any deal for Grand Chi- 
na Airlines to fly in and out of Logan Airport. 

Yoon sent out a press release on the issue 
on December 2, and then introduced the 
resolution during the council’s weekly meet- 
ing the next day. 

Yoon says that Grand China — for- 
merly Hainan Airlines — should be barred 
because the company disobeying bank- 
ruptcy-court order pay some $14 million 
for aircraft parts and repairs. That issue 
currently being addyessed in US courts in 
Virginia and Washington State. 

His opposition potentially embarrass- 
ing, not only for Massport and officials, 
but for Menino and Governor Deval Patrick, 
both whom have worked hard secure 
deal for Grand China service to Boston. 

Menino first announced a tentative 
deal in early 2006, Then in December 2007, 
Patrick made his meeting with China 
Airlines seeking final agreement 
direct service centerpiece his trade 
mission China, Massport CEO Tom Kinton 
joined Patrick that trip. 

Yoon, who agrees that direct flights from 
Beijing would tremendous benefit 
Boston,” says his concern was sparked by a 
small news item the November Boston 

lobe about the airline’s debts. 

But there hardly appears any 
immediate need for action the current 
target date for the start of Boston-Beijing 
service has already been pushed back 
2010, and even that is now considered 
highly doubtful. The unpaid debts are not 
the issue; the plan depends on, among 
other factors, the production Boeing’s 
new 787 Dreamliner aircraft — which has 
faced all manner problems and delays. 

proposal took nearly everybody 
City Hall surprise. Yoon not the 
cil’s Aviation and Transportation committee, 
which the proposal was sent December 
Aside from the one creditor trying get its 
$14 million, there does not appear to be any 
organized opposition Grand China doing 
business the and significant oppo- 
sition all the plans Boston. 

study prepared Massachusetts tour- 
ism officials estimates that Boston and 
Cambridge are losing $40 million a year in 
visitor spending because the lack direct 
flights from China, according the 
Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Yoon, who is Korean-American, says 
that being the lone Asian-American city 
councilor played some role his inter- 
est, and that after seeing the Globe story, 
he reached out to members of Boston’s 
Chinese community before acting. He also 
spoke with officials. 

He did not, however, take the pulse of 
his fellow councilors, at least one of whom 
gave Yoon an earful in opposition after the 
council meeting. © 


To read the “Talking Politics” blog, go to the- 
Phoenix.com/talkingpolitics. David S. Bernstein 
can be reached at dbernstein@phx.com. 
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WILL FUNDING CUTS THWART AREA SCHOOLS’ EFFORTS 


STOP SEXUAL ASSAULT BEFORE STARTS? 


_BY SARA FAITH ALTERMAN 


ombating sexual assault especially tough 

your workspace the size professional bas- 

player’s shoebox. 

For the past year, Claire Harwell has served 

the program coordinator for Northeastern 
University’s Campus Center Violence Against 
Women, the only full-time staff member designated 
address sexual-violence prevention and response 
campus. Working from claustrophobic basement office 
in the middle of Northeastern’s grounds, Harwell (an 
attorney and former sex-crimes prosecutor) has teamed 
with student volunteers, the school’s rape-crisis 
counselor, and staff members of the school’s Human 
Services Program the umbrella department for the 
Campus Center address institutional response 
incidents sexual assault, and educate students 
the attitudes and predatory behaviors that can lead 
sexual assault the first place. 

Scrutinizing and combating violence something 
of a family affair for Harwell. Her husband, Dr. David 
Lisak UMass-Boston, researches the causes inter- 
personal violence, and has extensively studied the 
motives so-called undetected rapists, who are oblivi- 
ous their own wolfish tendencies. 

Harwell’s efforts have been successful. “Our new pro- 
has put stronger emphasis the bystander 
component prevention work,” says Lori Gardinier, direc- 
tor the Human Services Program Northeastern, “and 
also finding more ways engage students. This has 
done lot for consciousness-raising, extent that had 
not been done before.” 

Unfortunately, policy change government fund- 
ing has put Northeastern’s carefully crafted sexual- 
assault prevention-and-response programming 
financial limbo. 

Northeastern one three Boston-area recipients 
of US Department of Justice (DOJ) grants awarded to col- 
leges for the purpose developing services for victims 
sexual assault and domestic violence. The two-year grant 
expires in June 2009, and Northeastern has just learned 
that its application for funding renewal has been denied. 

Harwell and Gardinier had anticipated re-funding 
without a hitch, so this unexpectedly thwarted cash 
flow suddenly leaves the school without solid game 
plan for funding sexual-violence-prevention program- 
ming campus. this dreadful economy, other area 
schools are likewise finding that programs that had 
made substantive progress against campus assaults are 
being shelved, scrapped, retooled, and that general 
progress the campaign against campus assaults has 
gone from one step forward two steps backward. 


CAMPUS TARGETS 


Given their close-knit social microcosm, penchant for illicit 
drinking, and barrage of identity issues, college students 
are at especially high risk of sexual assault (an umbrella 
term that includes forcible rape, non-forcible rape, and at- 
tempted rape). Boston, the higher-education hub the 
US, therefore potential rape hub, well. 

“The Sexual Victimization College Women,” research 
Continued on p 16 
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report issued by the DO] in 2000, estimates 
that percent college-age fernales are sex- 
ually assaulted over the course their under- 
graduate career. that the Boston 
area with hundreds thousands 
students, it’s unenviable potential problem 
matched few other American cities. 
further complicate things, approximately 90 
percent of these young women are assaulted 
people they know, which decreases the 
likelihood their reporting the incident, 

for fear being ostracized awkward 
nostile classroom encounters. Bumping into 
the dude who reported rapist while 
you're in line at the cafeteria waffle maker 
doesn’t make for an ideal weekend brunch. 

“Sexual assault grossly underreported,” 
says Harwell. “The national studies indicate 
that slightly less than five percent offenses 
get reported to police. People are concerned 
for privacy and don’t necessarily want to 
bear the stigma of being the victim of sexual 
assault in any kind of public way.” 

(There are male sexual-assault survivors, 
too, but they’re even more unlikely to report, 
given the onslaught of gender-related cri- 
ses that accompany the already staggering 
amount trauma rape survivor experienc- 
es, especially if the victim is a straight man 
who’s been raped by another man.) 

In short, e relatively few incidents of 


sexual assault are reported to car 


hat can be defined as 


area schools are working 


cual-assault 


$5 on Ca us, 


1ed with a 


for 
ymp 


1, which examines the “sy 


toms” of sexual violence, in order to devise a 
way to prev enit it. 

“The CDC is looking at changing atti- 
tudes and beliefs that allow sexual assault 
to go on,” says Peggy Barrett, the director 
of Community Awareness and Prevention 
Services at the Boston Area Rape Crisis 
Center (BARCC). “They want to prevent it, 
in the same ways that you can prevent a dis- 
ease, and are trying to get to the source of 
the problem, which is a very different way 
of looking at this.” 

order work prevent sexual 
assault, says Barrett, one must look at 
dispelling “hyper-masculine” paradigms — 
such as the idea that men are strong and 
women are weak, or that women lead men 
on and, therefore, get what they deserve — 
and the environments that support them. 
“We see prevention larger social- 
change issue,” says Divya Kumar, the co- 
coordinator of the Violence Prevention and 
Response Program MIT. “In the past, 
prevention was placed potential victims 
and survivors, but we are looking at pre- 
vention as helping our community mem- 
bers to take some responsibility.” 

The DOJ’s Office on Violence Against 
Women (OVW) proponent that phi- 
losophy; it provides federally funded money 

g° colleges that are developing progres 
exual-assault programming and focusing 
ly on ways to combat underlying causes 
ly aggressive behavior 
gram, known as the Campus 
, was used to fund the sexual-assault 
prevention-and-response programs at 
Northeastern, as well as similar programs 
at Tufts and MIT. “The Campus Grant pro- 
gram was born out of knowing that college 
campuses are unique environments that 
require specially tailored responses to sexual 


ive 


STON PHOENIX 


assault,” says spokesperson for OVW, who 
asked not identified. “You have really 
closed environment campus. victim 

sexual assault has see her perpetrator 
everywhere; run into him continu- 
ously, see him class. Colleges need 
able respond quickly administra- 
tive level, and also criminal charges], 
that’s what the victim chooses do.” 

In 2005, however, congressional legisla- 
tion made changes the Violence Against 
Women Act, which defines the parameters 
the Campus Crant. This forced the OVW 
to shift the Campus Grant from a two-year 
funding period to a three-year one. The 
grant now allots a larger amount of money 
smaller number schools for longer 
period time. other words, there now 
more money, but for fewer programs. This 
adjustment will allow grant recipients to 
develop more comprehensive programming, 
but it has affected the three Boston-area 
recipients albeit different degrees. 

Tufts, which was originally awarded the 
Campus Crant nine years ago and was re- 
funded three times (though awarded expo- 
nentially diminished amounts of money 
every two years, when the funding was 
renewed) decided not apply for re-funding 
this year, and was able to shuffle numbers 
around, ultimately absorbing programming 
costs into the university’s Department of 
Health Education. MIT, awarded the grant 
in 2005 and, like Northeastern, denied re- 
funding, was frugal enough with its grant 


hat, three years later, it still has 


ng has been z 
ther intermal 

otner intermai-ce 


mitt likely 
This shift will likely 


impact on Northeastern, however, wt 
Harwell’s 
just 
future is uncertain. nally, Harwell 
just handed in her resignation, though she 
says that she had discussed it with the school 
over the summer, and that the timing is pure 
coincidence.) At this time, it is unclear who, 
if anyone, will succeed her. 


UNRECOGNIZED ASSAULT 

The reality of most sexual assaults is a far 
cry from its portrayal on the small screen, 
especially in the college realm, where the 
lines between frat-house culture, drunken 
flirting, and non-consensual sex can be 
fuzzy. Television shows that glamorize sex- 
ual crimes — like the Lawe Order and CSI tri- 


KNOCKING DOWN MYTHSPeggy Barrett, of 
the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center, wants to 
dispel “hyper-masculine” stereotypes. 


fectas have helped create cinematic 
stereotype rape: strange man, wearing 
black-leather gloves and yielding serrated 
knife, emerges from the shadows and vio- 
lently attacks woman from behind while 
she’s at the ATM or a gas station. 

Because many incidents sexual assault 
don’t fit the aforementioned stereotype, 
many victims don’t rec- 
ognize their experience 
sexual assault. “We have 
many false beliefs about 
how sexual assault hap- 
pens,” says Harwell. “When 
the offender is someone 
who’s known, when there’s 
no injury, when there’s no 
screaming fighting back, 
none that scenario fits 
with what out there pop 
culture as the image of what 
sexual assault looks like. 
We're expecting a stranger, 
injuries, a weapon. And 
when none of that happens, 
it’s difficult define the 
experience.” 

New prevention and 
response programs look 
broaden the definition of sexu- 
al assault for students, as well 
as to make it easier for victims 
to identify their treatment 
options and, if they choose, 
navigate the formal reporting 
process. filing formal 
report with campus authori- 
ties, sexual-assault survivors 
e to have their assault 
allied as part of the campus- 


THAT 
LESS 


crime statistics made available 
to the public. 

Under the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and Campus Cri! 
Statistics Act (widely referred to as the 
Clery Act) — passed in 1990 in memory of 
Lehigh University freshman Jeanne Clery, 
who was raped and murdered her dorm 
room — colleges are required by federal 
law to provide yearly crime statistics to 
current and prospective students, faculty, 
and staff. This mandated reporting, how- 
ever, only includes incidents that were for- 
mally filed with the school, which results 
dramatic difference between the 
numbers of crimes noted in these annual 
catalogues and the number crimes 
that are actually occurring. (For example, 
Northeastern’s 2007 crime statistics indi- 
cate that six forcible and zero non-forcible 
sexual assaults occurred on campus that 
year. This means that six incidents were 
reported victims the campus police, 
though Harwell says the actual number 
assaults was likely much higher.) 

This discrepancy does not imply grand 
cover-up conspiracy, devised by collegiate 
administrations to deceive potential stu- 
dents (and their parental financiers) into 
believing that campuses are safer than 
they are. In fact, over the past few years, 
many schools have actually seen increases 
in their Clery numbers — and are pleased 
about it. Higher numbers, after all, do not 
indicate a rise in the number of assaults 
committed campus but increase 
the number of sexual assaults that have 
been reported to the school. 

“The year our office was formed, there 
was an increase in Clery numbers,” says 
Sarah Rankin, the director of the Office for 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response at 
Harvard University, “primarily because there 
was now an office that students could access 
for support that also provided confidential 
data for the Clery Report.” 

“Clery numbers took a big jump, and 
that was our goal,” says Maryanne Kirkbride 
MS/MBA, RN, clinical director for campus 
life MIT. 


NATIONAL 
STUDIES 
INDICATE 


SLIGHTLY 


THAN FIVE 
PERCENT 
CAMPUS 
ASSAULTS 
GET RE- 
PORTED 


don’t think schools have anything 
hide,” says Boston University senior Carrie 
Chiusano, the co-director the Boston 
University Women’s Resource Center, 
which, unlike its sexual-assault preven- 
tion-and-response peers, technically 
student-run organization, funded entirely 
the Student Activities Office, falling 
under the same budget- 
ary umbrella sports 
cappella groups, 
and social outlets like 
the Anime Croup. “The 
administration 
supportive students 
and their wellness. just 
think there’s lack 
discussion about sexual 
assault. Students don’t 
know what constitutes 
consent. It’s great 
publish statistics, but 
another thing educate 
students.” 

Chiusano suspects 
that underage victims 
sexual assault, fearing 
draconian disciplin- 
ary action under BU’s 
zero-tolerance drug and 
underage-drinking pol- 
icy, refrain from report- 
ing their attack because 
they don’t want get 
booted out of school for 
illegally drinking, say, 
peach schnapps and 
Hawaiian punch ata 
Bay State Road rager. 

Some students 

“Medical Amnesty and Sexual Assault 
Policy” initiative that would give students 
ity from punishment under the 
university's drug and alcohol policy if 
they experience completed or attempted 
sexual assault while using illegal drugs 
drinking even they’re underage. 

“Right now, students are afraid 
call for heip in medical emergencies 
involving drugs or alcohol,” says Stacy 
Fontana, junior who heading 
petition pass the policy. lot 
times, people are caught situa- 
tion where they’re [illegally] drunk, and 
thinking they’ll get kicked out of hous- 
ing lose their scholarships.” 


MORE MONEY, MORE PROBLEMS 
Gardinier acknowledges that expanding 
OVW Campus Crants three-year ten- 
ure will better overall for the recipient 
schools, though, of course, she wishes 
that Northeastern were one of them. 
“These grants are almost like seed money 
to get stuff off the ground,” she says, 
“but the government wants see pro- 
gramming internalized the university. 
Changing the funding cycle makes sense, 
because two years it’s really hard get 
anything institutionalized. This grant 
has allowed bring key leadership 
campus, and get everybody the same 
page. definitely put better posi- 
tion than before we had the money.” 
While the financial fate the 
Campus Center on Violence Against 
Women is still somewhat unclear, 
Northeastern is committed to continu- 
ing its programming, with without 
federal money. for Harwell, she’s 
discussions to work as a military consul- 
tant. “The military response [to sexual 
assault prevention and response] is what 
the university needs to take,” she says. 
“They need leadership that reports the 


highest level administration.” 


Sara Faith Alterman can be reached at salterman@ 
phx.com. 
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ROBBY PRESENTS THE GREATER BOSTON ALTERNATIVE-COMEDY FESTIVAL 


BY MIKE MILIARD 
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alt-comedy fest this week. 


they’re looking 
they’re trying to 


SHANE WEBB 


ady is the rec i-headed ni 


nent 


Which is to say nott 


actions that conspire 


. Even as the Internet helps comedians 
corral fans via MySpace and Facebook, and 
broadcasts their routines online for free via 
YouTube, for instance, it also keeps legions 
of potential audience members at home 
every night, bathed the dull glow of, 
well, MySpace, Facebook, and YouTube. 
“Technology helps us,” says Potylo’s good 
friend and fell~w performer Chris Coxen, 
“but also competing against because 
there are a lot of lazy bastards out there who 
don’t want to go out and see a live show.” 


LAUGH FACTORY 
Bostonians would do well to heed the genre- 
busting (and gut-busting) alt-comedy scene 
developing right here at home. And if it 
hasn't exactly caught the world by storm 
yet, that’s why it’s nice to have a guy like 
Potylo around town to act as a hoarse-voiced 
cheerleader. “You think he’s like a wild ma 
niac, but he knows exactly what’s up,” says 
Coxen. “He’s very aware. He’s doing it for 
~~ ae of it, and to do the best job he can.” 
s also really funny, with a routine pri- 
ma sity consisting of acoustic strumming — 
2 song called “Someone Put a Condom 
My Dreams,” a right-wing dig called 
Construction Boots” that was written “in 
case Obama didn’t win” — peppered with 
ic mid-song banter and gleefully abra- 
ynfrontation. There’s also the 
t of a crab Rangoon off a fro 


n's table 


nt 


ane, ridiculous act, and to 


es about it alr 


ays Mauss. * 


I still believe things can sana from 
ume,” says Potylo. All it takes “is 


ne besides the comedians to get on 


Mike Miliard can be reached at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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ROBBY ROADSTEAMER SEVEN 
HIS FRIENDS HILARITY 


SHANE MAUSS |r the few years 
since Roadsteamer (a/k/a Rob 
| Potylo) and Mauss first met, at 
an open-mic night at the Emerald 


Isle Dorchester, the latter has 
p ‘ appeared on Lote Night with Conan 
\ om |f ° Brien three times, won the Best & 
\= J Stand Up Comic award at the 2007 U 
ee Comedy Arts Festival, and was called (by - = 
this paper), “the man who could put 
comedy scene back the mar 
shaggy-dog story both — are “hands down my favor- 
chemistry, of knowing when to shut up when the 


talk 


talking. | saw them at jimmy Tingle’s just 


) get into the aé 


st going to Montreal trying t 


e’s beyond passionate it’s 
almost the brink san- 


val, and ever 


two-and-a-half hours ity with him,” says stand-up 
comedian Shane Mauss about 
COXEN his pal, fellow stand-up 
>, Chris Coxen’: ® and musician, performance artist, erstwhile 


shock jock, prolific YouTube auteur, Sox Ap- 
peal sex symbol, and expert Duck Hunt marks- 
man Robby Roadsteamer. 
Specifically, Mauss is speaking 
about the intense loyalty and reverence 
Roadsteamer (a/k/a Rob Potylo) feels for 
the tiny but tight-knit Boston alternative- 
ery gay! comedy scene — and why he’s put together 
the Creater Boston Alternative Comedy 
Festival, which brings himself and seven 
other area-bred cornedy acts (see sidebar), 
and one rock band (Campaign for Real- 
, to the Paradise on December 17. 
forw over a plate of 
xican food at Boca Crande in Kenmo 
uare, a knit Red Sox cap pulled low over arhis 
stubbly face, Potylo’s dark eyes blaze as he 
- with wild gesticulations — how 
ay + ta he came to curate this comedy showcase. 
y hra Lately, he says, he’s become tired of some 
reer of the ees ze that comes with his self- 
ff switct created co laracter, Roadsteamer — the 
ut festooned with tattoos, 
BETHANY VAN DELFT bellowing with mock-menace and machis 
At tely a godsend.” Poty mo. He's grown weary of performing on 
point ntidot booze cruises and promo events at butthead 
bars, of the beery dudes in sideways caps, 
sidling up to him and parroting lyrics from 
his songs: “Steamah! ‘Put the tip in!’” 
far more simpatico with the 
small group people who make 
Boston's alt-comedy scene, the folks who 
MC, Webb was night after night 
mmiate for a year or so befo ly mo such @iges as the Comedy Studio in Harvard 
Square; the new Mottley’s, near Faneuil 
Hall; and, sometimes, rock clubs like Great 
Scott Allston performers, says, who 
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they're try to create a 


iime 


MEHRAN KHAGHANI 


explains 


... is the one without Robby Roadsteamer, who is organizing an 


are “not doing because they’re looking 
for five minutes on Leno. They’re trying to 
perfect their art.” 

Potylo compiled roster comedians 
every one of whom is “near and dear to me” — 
for an event meant to show off some of the 
provocative and envelope-pushing acts that 
exist right our own back yard. 

“Boston is small and supportive,” says 
stand-up comedian Shane Webb, who lived 
with Potylo for spell Allston before mov- 
ing to Brooklyn. “Ten times more supportive 
than New York, where there’s not much 
support all.” 

It’s also, well, funnier. “A lot of [comedi- 
ans] call me from New York and LA,” notes 
Poty lo, “and they’re like, ‘Dude, it’s noth- 
ing like Boston! The comedians are twice as 
better up there!’” 

You'll remember, of course, that Boston 
comedy enjoyed quite a heyday back in the 
Reagan years — Steven Wright, Janean 
Garofalo, Bobcat Goldthwait, and the like. 
New York and LA were major players, sure, 
but it was the stand-ups from the Hub who 
commanded the most attention in that 
vaunted comedy explosion. 

The problem the scene was victim 
its own success. “Comedy had this big boom 
in the "80s, where allllll these comedy clubs 
opened up, and ailllll this shitty comedy 
went out there,” s says Potylo. “There were 
like 10 shitty open-mic nights [a week].” 

That's partly the reason, two decades 
on, why huge swathes the general pub- 
lic are still circumspect about spending an 
evening never mind their hard-earned 
bucks, especially this economy 
comedy club. 

“Comedy the red-headed stepchild 
the entertainment business,” notes Mauss. 

Which say nothing the other dis- 
tractions that conspire keep people out 


clubs. Even the Internet helps comedians 
corral fans via MySpace and Facebook, and 
broadcasts their routines online for free via 
YouTube, for instance, also keeps legions 
of potential audience members at home 
every night, bathed the dull glow of, 
well, MySpace, Facebook, and YouTube. 
“Technology helps us,” says Potylo’s good 
friend and fellow performer Chris Coxen, 
“but also competing against because 
there are a lot of lazy bastards out there who 
want out and see live show.” 


LAUGH FACTORY 

Bostonians would well heed the genre- 
busting (and gut-busting) alt-comedy scene 
developing right here home. And 
exactly caught the world storm 
yet, that’s why it’s nice have guy like 
Potylo around town act hoarse-voiced 
cheerleader. “You think he’s like wild ma- 
niac, but knows exactly up,” says 
Coxen. “He’s very aware. He’s doing for 
the love it, and the best job can.” 

also really funny, with routine pri- 
a song called “Someone Put a Condom 
Dreams,” right-wing dig called 
“Construction Boots” that was written “in 
case Obama didn’t win” peppered with 
manic mid-song banter and gleefully abra- 
sive audience confrontation. There’s also the 
occasional theft of a crab Rangoon off a front- 
row patron’s table. 

“It’s an insane, ridiculous act, and to 
know how much he cares about it almost 
makes it funnier to-me,” says Mauss. “A lot 
new comics are trying impres- 
sion what they think comic should 
like. Robby just has very specific idea 
what he wants out of comedy. He isn’t really 
influenced by any outside expectations.” 

“Like him or hate him,” says Coxen, 

when you see him you feel like you're see- 
something innovative.” 

In fact, Potylo toyed with the idea of 
packing up for NYC to pursue his comedy 
career a few years back. But whether his 
intensely local themes — Revere Beach, 
Route 1 in Saugus — would've caught on in 
Gotham is a riddle for the ages. He decided 

stay put, figuring was better served 
marshalling the troops to make the Boston 
scene the best it could be. 

That fealty has only strengthened since 
two months ago, when Potylo’s mother 
passed away suddenly, and he was rallied 
around and supported fellow comedians 
and musicians from Salem to Somerville. 
“The unconditional love from so many art- 
ists has been keeping going through 
this,” he says. 

Meanwhile, he keeps getting on stage, 
and doing his part boost the hometown 
team. still believe things can happen from 
time time,” says Potylo. All takes “is 
someone besides the comedians get 
the boat.” © 


Mike Miliard can be reached at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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COUPLE BANDS, 


ROCK’S STEADIES 


THINK JUST BEING RELATIONSHIP TOUGH? MEET FIVE 
BANDS WHO'VE COMBINED WORK AND PLAY AND AGAINST 


ALL ODDS ENDED MAKING SWEET HARMONIES. 


MUSICAL PAIRS Fleetwood Mac 
produced veritable carousel 
interband hookups and breakups. 


ver want to throttle your co-worker, 

that well-meaning but slack-jawed 

doofus always peering over your 

cubicle? How about your partner at 

home, always leaving the seat 
making Hansel-and-Cretel popcorn trail 
from the kitchen the couch? 

Yeah, the people whom spend the 
most time with office mates and signifi- 
cant others — clearly most try our nerves, 
too. why the world would anyone 
double the risk? 

Romancing someone you're also in a 
band with like high-stakes dating, 
extreme music-playing. It’s the X-Games 
both ventures. One argument can, ina 
single swoop, obliterate both the band and 
the relationship. 

Still, American Gladiators-type musicians 
like this exist. Bands like the Arcade Fire, 
Mates State, and the Swell Season have 
made it work. Others, like the White Stripes, 
have been successful musically, but not so 
romantically fortunate. 

There seems ever-rising number 
bands out there pushing that incendiary 
envelope, combining the dating and working 
And bunch them will per- 
forming town the coming months. 

Of course, you can’t even begin to seriously 
kick off discussion about romantic couples 
who are bands together without mention- 
ing Fleetwood Mac. 1974, Mick Fleetwood 


asked unknown guitarist named Lindsay 
Buckingham join his band, Fleetwood 
Mac. Buckingham accepted, but only the 
condition that his girlfriend and bandmate, 
Stevie Nicks, could the group too. 
They were not even Fleetwood 
Mac’s first “band couple” bassist 
John McVie and keyboardist/vocalist 
Christine McVie were married the 
time. Together, the five-some scored 
mainstream success with the band’s 
self-titled 1975 album, but within a 
year its release, both relationships 
had crumbled and dissolved non- 
amicably. Amazingly, though, the 
band stayed intact. They persevered 
through the emotional turmoil every- 
one was experiencing (the drugs prob- 
ably helped), and recorded Rumours, 
which one the all-time best-selling 
albums. (They also went on to produce 
virtual carousel interband hook-ups, 
but are, against all odds, still together.) 
talked five couples bands 
some Boston-based, some non-locals, 
some rock bands, some dance-pop see 
how contemporary band couples handled the 
stresses of creativity, touring, and generally 
always being in each others’ face. 


DRUG RUG 

When first started doing press, that’s all people 
wanted to talk about. And we were like, “Fuck, that's 
annoying.” 


Despite their fatigue with the topic being 
in a relationship that exists within a band (or 
vice versa) Sarah Cronin and Tommy Allen 
(who's quoted above), of the Cambridge- 
based, Beatles-esque, lo-fi rock band Drug 
Rug, are surprisingly welcoming and ami- 
cable when visit them their Inman Square 
apartment on a Friday afternoon. Cronin and 
Allen know what I’m there talk about, but 
apparently not holding against me. 
Their frustrations are understandable. 
Much like Jenny Lewis would rather not be 
known for her childhood acting gigs star- 
ring Troop Beverly Hills and The Wizard and 
Jakob Dylan probably wishes just one journal- 
ist would neglect mention 
his legendary-rocker father, 
most couples bands don’t 
want the “couple” part loom 
over the “band” part. But 
like rock musicians, music 
journalists are always look- 
ing for hooks, and romance 
tempting element any 
band’s narrative. 


Still, there’s telling the 
story, and then there’s 
selling the story for 
example, early press 


release described Drug Rug, 
much their chagrin, 
love duo.” Even for 
Cronin and Allen, though, 
the line between bandmates 
and boyfriend/girlfriend 


_BY CAITLIN CURRAN 


often vague, and sometimes nonexistent. 

“It’s hard separate band time with boy- 
friend/girlfriend time,” says Allen, as we sit 
their kitchen table, listening the light 
rain pattering outside. “Once month, 
like, ‘I’m not going this 

Music may complex force their 
relationship now, but originally, three years 
ago, was what brought Allen and Cronin 
together, when they met while working 
the Middle East. The two exchanged 
demos, and made plans to hang out and 
play together way breaking the ice. 
Simultaneously, they began dating and writ- 
ing Drug Rug material together, and even- 
tually recruited fluxing cast occasional 
bandmates, including Tulsa frontman Carter 
Tanton (who recorded their first album in his 
basement in Allston), and former Lot Six-ers 
Julian Cassanetti and Dan Burke. 

Drug Rug finished recording 
their second album at Old Soul Studios, in 
the Catskills. But even three years and two 
alburns in, the ease of the band’s ironically 
buoyant pop songs about darker topics (like 
death) doesn’t necessarily reflect an effortless 
songwriting process. 

“It doesn’t come totally naturally to us,” 
says Cronin. “It’s a collaborative effort. Lately, 
what been doing Tommy will 
write complete demo,” and the other will 
edit experiment with the song. The upside 
all that effort that the two are always 
improving upon their collaborative process. 

“There are lot vocals this 
ing] record,” says Cronin. learned 
sing with each other lot better.” 


DEAN AND BRITTA 


It's easier get two people agree than four. 


the perk having bandmate who’s 
also your significant other, says onetime Bos- 
tonian Dean Wareham, the phone from 
his Manhattan apartment. He’s break 
from co-composing music, with wife Britta 
Phillips, for upcoming release Andy 
Warhol film shorts, list titles 

is ever-increasing these days: former member 
the influential Boston 
Continued on p 23 
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Continued from p 20 
dream-pop band Galaxie 500, and the post- 
equally dreamy NYC band Luna; 
film composer (he and Phillips wrote music 
for the film The Squid and the Whale, among oth- 
ers); recently published memoirist (his book, 
Black Postcards, came out last March); and now 
one half the musical duo Dean and Britta 
(who played the Paradise this month). 

After years of band arguments, complex 
breakups, tiresome tours, and friendships 

Tuined, Wareham says working with Phillips is 
positive change. The two met when founding 
Luna bassist Justin Harwood left the group 
2000, and guitar tech/mutual friend suggest- 
Phillips audition for the band. the time, 
Phillips was familiar with Luna, but says with 
a quiet laugh, “I hadn't really listened to their 
songs before.” She crammed for the audition 
learning songs from the Luna catalogue 
in less than two days. 

Wareham and Phillips are both undeni- 
ably attractive, in an effortless way — all 
black clothes and tousled hair. Both admit 
feeling palpable connection from the 
onset: immediately had good music 
relationship with Britta,” says Wareham. 
But the relationship wasn’t romantic one, 
initially Wareham was married when the 
two first met. 

Phillips was cautious anyway. She had 
been burned the relationship-in-band 
situation before, when she and her former 
husband were American ex-pats and band- 
mates London-based shoe-gazer band 
called Belltower, in the ’9os. “I was young 
and crazy,” she says, “and there was a lot of 
ego and insecurity involved.” 

Phillips called quits both the band 
and her marriage after seven years, and the 
experience left her low point the exis- 
tential crisis that the life musician. 
Joining Luna, she says, renewed her affair 
with music. “He’s been my ultimate muse,” 
says Phillips. sound romantic 
and mushy.” 

few years after Phillips got involved 
with Luna, she and Wareham — the latter 
then divorced and working solo album 
covers began recognize the gravity 
both their musical and personal connec- 
tions. Two full-length albums later, Phillips 
and Wareham are now married and making 
music — orchestral, haunting, brooding, 
sexy together, Dean and Britta. 

“It’s made my life feel more unified,” 
says Wareham. lot guys have one life 
on tour, and another life at home,” he adds, 
perhaps hinting his infidelities during the 

years he toured with Luna, which he wrote 
about Black Postcards. Now, and Phillips 
e-mail song ideas one another from oppo- 
site sides their apartment, and are 
the midst and Canadian tour with 
Mercury Rev. 

what makes this band work for 
Phillips, as opposed to the seven years she 
spent with Belltower? 

“There are so many variables, it’s hard to 
know what will work,” she'says. A possibil- 
ity: “It makes feel work 
with someone whose really respect. 
When you have mutual respect, and you 
trust the other person’s opinion, that’s 
great place be.” course, says Phillips, 
there’s definite recipe for couple-to-band 
success. “If you have great relationship, 
doesn’t necessarily mean create good 
music. could total crap.” 


MATT AND KIM 


have never written love song, and will never 
love song. It’s just too cheesy. You don't want to go there. 


This is the unofficial band rule Matt John- 
son, one half the Brooklyn manic-dance- 
punk duo Matt and Kim play the 
House of Blues in Boston in March), offers 
the phone from the road Wisconsin, 
where he and Kim Schifino (a/k/a the 


aself-tided album (and sophomore 
release, coming this January Fader 
Label), and the inevitable intermin- 
band — which, Johnson says, for Matt 
and Kim, are not two separate entities. 
“There’s difference all distin- 
guishing between the two. There’s 
clocking out. spend much time 
together that we only have one cell 
phone. And that pretty much sums 
up.” 


THE SUBMARINES 


think might harder than easier. 


“Kim” half the band duh) are driving 
between gigs Dekalb, Illinois, and Minne- 
apolis. Occasionally, Johnson and Schifino’s 
robot-voiced GPS pipes the background, 
reminding them where this unfa- 
miliar territory. Which leads Johnson 
speak another truth he’s discovered in the 
past four years band coupledom: 

“Our biggest arguments have been when 
we’re the road and get lost,” says. 
“We have arguments then like never 
usually have. GPS the thing that 
found that saved our band and our rela- 


.tionship. It’s our miracle, our relationship 


counselor. Spread the word other bands.” 

Long before acquiring this magical piece 
of relationship-saving technology, Johnson 
and Schifino met party, when they 
were art students the Brooklyn campus 
the Pratt Institute. They started dating 
first; then friend gave Schifino assorted 
pieces drum set, and Johnson acquired 
keyboard, and they began experiment 
the bedroom their apartment, with 
towel muffling the drums order avoid 
disturbing any sound-sensitive neighbors. 

“It idea start band,” says 
Johnson. “We'd just work out a beat, I'd work 
out a melody, and she’d tell me to make it 
faster.” The lyrics come last, and they’re 
often nonsensical — sometimes Johnson 
simply Frankensteins them together, via 
random selected sentences from pages 
Schifino’s writing. 

Eventually, a friend talked them into 
playing gig, and that led more shows, 


MATT TEUTEN 


That’s the candid truth that John 
Dragonetti, one half of the synth- 
tastic, Postal Service-y power-pop 
band the Submarines play 
the Middle East February), gives 
the phone from Los Angeles. 
» Dragonetti is a West Coast dweller 
now, but he and wife/co-Submarine 
sa | Blake Hazard had their musical (and 
the late friend introduced 
who had attended 
Berklee for two semesters and played 
psych-pop band called Jack Drag Haz- 
ard, a solo pop singer-songwriter. 

loved her voice,” says Dragonetti. “She 
was the first person had worked with 
who could really sing.” The two began col- 
laborating, and eventually embarked 
European tour together, though they were 
playing backup for each other, rather than 
performing one band. 

“We fell love when were touring,” 
says Dragonetti. “Touring can lot 
fun with your partner, because 
sharing this crazy experience.” Four years 
later, the two followed one another across 
the country to LA, eyes wide with visions 
Hollywood success. Before that could 
happen, though, they broke up. 

Heartbroken, Dragonetti and Hazard 
both tumbled headfirst into songwriting, 
each channeling their pain and loneliness 
into music. And then, after six months 
(“It felt like forever,” says Dragonetti), they 
gravitated toward one another again, rec- 
onciled, and began navigate the mass 
emotional dirges they’d accumulated. 

At the time, they saw this collection of 
songs merely time capsules musical 
snapshots particular emotional state 

of mind — and also maybe a chance to feel 
closure with regard this dark time-gap 
their relationship. They resumed work 
that material this time together and 
then Nettwerk, a Canadian record label, 
saw their musical relevance and released 
the album (Declare a New State!). 

Two years later, the Submarines have 


released their second album, Honeysuckle Weeks, 
toured recently with Aimee Mann, and are 
one the most recent bands tapped 
with Apple’s magic career-boosting wand 
their song and the Bourgeoisie” 
iPhone 3G commercials. 

“It's weird to say this, but I think it 
{meaning their time apart] was totally 
necessary,” says Dragonetti. “I couldn’t 
imagine our lives without it.” 

Not that they’re experiencing some type 
of idealistic, storybook happy ending now. 
Dragonetti says that the marriage-to-band 
situation feels like having two all-consuming 
relationships — life in the band, and life out- 
side and inseparable. 

“It’s a learning process,” he says. “We 
have push ourselves work together. 
But any relationship” even the non- 
band kind “is going hard work.” 


MEAN CREEK 
It creates stability for the band. I guess if you had a bad 
relationship, work. 


These are the thoughts Aurore Ounjian, lead 
singer the Boston-based foursome Mean 
Creek play the Middle East Upstairs 
this Saturday, and Creat Scott in February), 
muses aloud as we sip coffee and tea with 
her boyfriend, Chris Keene, at a back table 
1369 Coffeehouse Central Square 
recent Tuesday night. 

Ounjian and Keene were high-school 
classmates in Watertown (“I'd go see his 
shitty punk bands play,” recalls Ounjian. 

“I was into that at the time.”), and then 
platonic roommates in a noisy apartment in 
Allston for year, post-high school, where 
they both got into folk music. “When [the 
landlord] kicked out the apartment,” 
recalls Ounjian, “we started playing music 
together and started dating.” 

They billed themselves as Chris and 
Aurore their early days band time 
when they riskily embarked on a tour (which 
included stop South Southwest) 
only four-door sedan. But two years ago 
they rechristened themselves as Mean Creek, 
wrote new songs, and sought additional 
band members. 

For a while, their rhythm section rotat- 
felt like were dating potential 
band members,” says Ounjian — though 
within the past few months they’ve made 
official band members close friends Erik 
Wormwood and Mikey Holland. Ounjian 
and Keene say working with good friends 
lessens the complications that come with 
dating bandmates. “We connect musically, 
and it’s easy,” says Ounjian. “That’s a hard 
thing find.” 

“Obviously, sometimes you can’t shut 
your feelings off,” says Keene. “If we’re hav- 
ing problem, try not bring the band 
into it, but we’re all best friends, and every- 
one the band] understands.” that 
sense, the music (and friendships) can be 
therapeutic. When any Mean Creek mem- 
ber comes practice feeling about 
something, he says, “More than halfthe 
time leave feeling little bit better.” 

Ounjian and adept boy-girl har- 
monies carefully steer Mean Creek’s roots- 
rock-meets-folk music, with subtle similari- 
ties to the Pixies and Electric Version-era New 
Pornographers in tow. The Boston Music 
Awards views them slightly differently — the 
band was nominated this year for Outstanding 
Americana Act 2008 (they lost). Being 
labeled “Americana,” much like being labeled 
band,” not something Keene and 
Ounjian are totally enthusiastic about. But 
they understand that sometimes pigeonholing 
comes with the band package. 

“It enhances things,” says Keene. “For 
better for worse.” 


Caitlin E. Curran can be reached at caitecurran® 
gmail.com. 
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Taam China Glatt 
Kosher Chinese Cuisine 


The best its very rare kind 


GLATT HABIT Taam China far from perfect, but fine option for kosher cuisine. 


Co ally, there could be terrific 
kosher Chinanets restaurants. In China and 
in New York, there are Chinese Muslim res- 
taurants that don’t serve pork, but do offer real 

hinese food made with lamb and beef. And 
there is nothing in Jewish law that requires 
Chinese chefs to give up their core principles 
in order to prepare kosher food — Chinese 
cookbooks are full of authentic recipes made 
without pork or shellfish. They could also serve 
beef, chicken, fish, and Chinese vegetables, all 
stir-fried in peanut oil. 

But so many kosher Chinese restaurants 

are far from perfect. So what goes wrong? First 
of all, there is a powerful tendency to make 
ersatz porky Chinese-American food: egg rolls 
with strips of veal touched up with pink dye. I 
don’t get this. If the customers at these places 
have always been religious Jews, then how do 
they know anything about Chinese-American 
food — for example, that the pork strips in egg 
rolls are typically dyed red? And if the kosher 
customers have only recently become religious, 


then some of them —— used to eat authentic 


ct 


inese food, so why don’t they demand the su 


perb fish and vegetables they used to order? 


My other su 


picion is that the Chinese 


restaurants are not 


inese su markets, 


nistake and b 


They probably figure the 
has the meat they will need, 
egetables and a few c 
( se sauces. (One brand is S xy Vey But 


na mile oft 1e Taam China 


, there 


mar ket with al 


is a very lar 


kinds of fresh fish and ly chee fait in sen n 


plus Chinese broccoli and cabbages and fresh 
water chestnuts and n 


merous kinds of rice, 
fresh bamboo shoots and pea tendrils and tiny 


Cambodian eggplants and mouthwatering 


garlic and Asian basil and . . . an even more ex- 
traordinary variety of non-kosher temptations. 

All that postulated, Taam China's kosher 
dishes are several steps above similar offerings 
I've had in Boston and New York. The restau- 
rant also has moderate prices and has won a 
mixed customer base that even includes a few 
Asian-Americans. So we’re making progress. 

Let’s begin with that egg roll ($1.95). The 
beef flavor doesn’t dominate the cabbage and 
onions, and the whole thing is rolled into a 
flaky pastry like a knish or a pierogi that I find 
quite savory; it’s actually an improvement on 
standard egg-roll skins. It’s oily, but so are most 
egg rolls. Peking ravioli ($5.95) are all-beef, fully 
gingered, and, to some tastes, superior to the 
pork kind. The pasta is on the thick side, as 
one finds in many Cantonese restaurants, and 
the dip isn’t amazing, but these are excellent 
dumplings nonetheless. 

On the other hand, barbecue spareribs 
($10.95) are beef short ribs, and not the meati- 
est. They're treated like Chinese pork ribs (but 
spared the red dye), and are tough and hard to 
ea at. I miss the fresh Chinese mustard we typi- 

/ get with this dish. Is st the owners of 
Taam China consult with Korean cooks, who 
really the 


short ribs and get a much 
fect by cutting the ribs differently and 
8 them. — sr butchers could do 
lis too — per: haps hey could use Soy Vey. 

Of the m es, My personal favorite 
was chou yu kew ($14.95), a dish of very lightly 
battered fish lly almost sautéed in the 
suniére style, with pony zucchini, onion, 
and cultivated mushrooms. It was made great 
by the freshness of the fish (pollock, probably), 
the unfailing magic of under-fried vegetables, 
and a wisp of light white sauce. There is a full 
list of vegetarian plates, including some Chi- 
nese cabbages and greens. We chose sautéed 
string beans ($9.50). This is a dish properly 


lain dis 


h filets, rea 
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made with Chinese long beans; it often in- 
cludes some ground pork, but the Taam China 
version had beans nicely flecked with real wok 
searing and plenty of garlic. 

Fried food is an important part of the Ameri- 
can conception of Chinese restaurants, and at 
that, Taam China is okay, but only middling. I 
had hoped Szechwan crispy beef ($13.95) would 
be made with the same technique used for 
twice-fried pork, but it was actually breaded and 
fried, with only a bit of hot pepper in the sweet- 

and-sour sauce. It was reasonably crisp, and had 
the requisite flavor of salt and freshly browned 
food. General Gau's chicken ($13.50), in the same 
style, has a little more ginger in the sauce. 

House special fried rice ($7.50) was edible but 
pedestrian. It’s not that hard to make exciting 
fried rice. You heat up oil with salt, scallions, 
and some leftover protein, make the little om- 
elet and cut it up, and break cold rice into the 
hot wok. A few minutes later, you have some- 
thing really delicious. Or, as at Taam China, 
you put in bean sprouts and carrot strips and 
bits of kosher chicken, the red-tipped strips 
of beef and a few onions, you don’t get quite 
enough heat, and you have something more 
like a greasy rice stew. 

The Brookline Taam China location has a full 
liquor license. (You can order a mai tai!) There 
are also kosher wines and a selection of bottled 
beers, though both Israeli brews were out of 
stock on our visit. (Peking duck had run out 
too. I had high hopes for that dish.) The tea was 
so weak that I couldn't discern whether it was 
oolong, pouchong, or pu-erh. The only dessert 
was fortune cookies. There’s no kosher reason 
not to end with fruit, in the Cantonese manner. 

Service in the small room was excellent, and 
dishes came out hot in the somewhat random 
order of a Chinese kitchen not holding anything 
past its moment. There isn’t much décor, other 
than an aquarium that needs a few more fish. 
Would anyone go to Taam China if not keep- 
ing seriously kosher? Surely — to meet with a 
kosher friend or three, or just to grab a platter of 
the beefiest Peking ravioliintown. © 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at RobtNadeau@aol.com. 


TAAM CHINA 
GLATT KOSHER 
CHINESE CUISINE 


617.264.7274 

423 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE 
OPEN MON-THURS, 11 AM-10:30 PM; 
FRI, 12 AM-3 PM; SAT, 30 MINUTES 
AFTER SHABBAT-MIDNIGHT; AND SUN, 
NOON-10:30 PM 

Di, MC, V 


FULL BAR 
VALET PARKING 
SIDEWALK-LEVEL ACCESS 


These listings have been distilled from our 
most recent full-length reviews. Entrée pr 
are rounded to the nearest dollar. Resta 
hours, credit-card policy, and liquor informa- 
tion are not included, so be sure to call ahead 


TANGO | 464 Mass Ave, Arlington 
| 781.443.9000 | $10-$30 | Tango has 
good steaks, a mixed grill that's 
really mixed, a rather authentic 
empanada, outstanding lamb 
chops, and fun salads and desserts 
Oh yes, it also has a truly outstand 
ing list of Argentine red and white 
wines. It isn’t quite like going to 
Buenos Aires for dinner, but it's not 
a bad place to show off the pictures 
from your trip, and it makes for a 
fun night out in any hemisphere 
RESTAURANT MARLIAVE | 10 
Bosworth St, Boston | 617.422.0004 
| $39-$45 | Perhaps one of the last 
big-splurge places we'll see for a 
while. The upstairs dining rooms of 
the revamped 132-year-old Marliave 
feature everything done in multiple 
variations. Appetizers and desserts 
are all duos and trios, and every 
main course is actually a pasta or 
risotto version followed by a typi 
cal entrée. Eve’s Garden Salad was 
the clear pick of the appetizers. All 
the entrées were great, even the 
token vegetarian selection of wild 
mushroom lasagna, followed by 
wild-mushroom pot pie. Desserts 
are divided by flavors; our critic pre 
ferred chocolate over vanilla. 
ERBALUCE | 69 Church St, Boston 
| 617.426.6969 | $17-$29 | Erbaluce 
has some unusual spices and herbs, 
uncommon ingredients, and novel 
combinations, but an all-Italian focus 
grounds chef Charles Draghi's distinc- 
tive approach, and a well-organized 
waitstaff can translate. You'll want to 
remember that mormora is a flavor- 
ful Mediterranean sea bass, and that 
razor clams can be sandy. You won't 
have any problem picking out the 
chocolate gianduja for dessert. And 
you won't fill up too much, either, 
since the sauces run on vegetable es- 
sences rather than butter, cream, or 
olive oil. Innovative all-Italian wine 
list, too. 
ROADHOUSE CRAFT BEER & BAR- 
BECUE | 1700 Beacon St, Brookline 
| 617.487.4289 | $12~-$21 | The real 
news at this Publick House spinoff 
is that onetime giant Vinny T.’s has 
been set up with 40 (yes, four-oh) 
taps of the finest American craft 
beers (and a few Belgians). The 
barbecue part needs some adjust- 
ments, but we're confident about 
the meltingly tender brisket, and 
surprisingly enthusiastic about 
the deep-fried baby-back ribs. The 
sleeper side dish is sweet-potato 
fries. There are no desserts or take 
out, and not a lot of décor, but this 
is a Mecca for beer aficionados 
Okay, not a Mecca — a Dublin? 
rican craft brews, so 
maybe a Seattle 
WINSOR DIM SUM CAFE St, 
Boston | 617.338.1688 | $2-$17 | Win 
o have dim sum wh 
h not to need to point 
you want. Instead of 
the rolling carts of snacks, this small 
upstairs restaurant cooks ew hing 
to order, and serves dim sur to the 
evening, along with a good 
Cantonese and Hong Kong s 
Don't miss shrimp dumplings, spicy 
salted (fried) seafood, lobster with 
ginger and scallion, and, for a green 
vegetable, yu choy 
Continued on p 26 
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Continued from p 24 
BOKX 108 | 399 Grove St (Hotel indigo), 
Newton | 617.454.3399 | $28-$80 | BOKX 
has a lot of mixed metaphors for an 
upscale steak house in the suburbs, 
but the service is excellent and you 
won't go wrong with fried calamari, 
crab cakes, scallops, a steak (or even 
better, a veal chop), and the red-velvet 
cupcakes for dessert. Because it's in a 
hotel, you can wear anything 
MACHU PICCHU CHARCOAL CHICKEN 
& GRILL | 25 Union Square, Somerville 
617.623.7972 | $6-$14 | Cheap Peruvian 
food, with both exotic and meat-and 
potatoes dishes. The central itern is 
brined rotisserie chicken. Some space 
between tables makes it fancier than 
your average ethnic storefront, as well 
TAMARIND BAY COASTAL CUI- 
SINE | 1665 Beacon St, Brookline 
617.277.1752 | $1§-$25 | Tamarind Bay's 
second 


superb vegetarian entrées, milder 
spicing, and a generally shorter menu 
than the Harvard Square original 
Even so, it still steps from the black 
and-white of Boston's Indian restau: 
rants into the Technicolor of The 
best food here, 
lop or cabbage chitwa appetizers 
he Mai 


asa ¢ 


h as the seared 


galorean lobster and lalla 
tes, is what modern 
gou, ja go out for 

THE MELTING POT | 76 Arlington St 
(Park Plaza Hotel), Boston | 617.357.7007 
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T-Rex Taqueria 


Indie fresh Mex and Tex-Mex that 


suits the tenor the times 


restaurants, life, timing everything. The South End’s swank Circle 
Plates and Lounge opened in October with $20 small plates of precious French 
food. didn’t last two months. T-Rex Taqueria, cheery Brookline storefront 
serving homey, mostly takeout Tex-Mex and Mexican food (price ceiling: $8), 
opened September and doing just fine. distinctly gringo flavor 
here: the pro-wrestler photos on the walls feature Killer Kowalski, not masked 
the register, not Sergio You 
getarian sauces. But earnest, hand- 
reshness the food that makes easy over- 
especially at these prices 


juchadores; that’s Stevie Ray \ 
find drop lard the 
made quality and undeniable f 
any lack authenticity 

Take ($2.75) overstuffed that its 
hold together (two layers would 
delicious, with a.choice the fillings 
meat chicken, shredded beef, finely 
These are dressed simply with shre 


lettuce 


both light and satisfying. Handmade ench 
another tortilla, then one three sauces 
dusting cotija. Vegan black bea 
The sauces — roja (red chili), verde ( 
ies) lack the complexity real 
Burritos ($5.50) are tightly wrappe 
salsa, filling, and more sauce opt 
tinga (smoked tomato and ch 


T-REX TAQUERIA, located Cypress Street, Brookline, open 
Monday through Saturday, from pm, and Sunday, from 


noon to7 pm. Call 617.487.4360. 


ingle soft corn tortilla can't possibly 
dier). This knife-and-fork version is quite 
ered most dishes here: chopped dark- 
nced pork, or mixed sautéed vegetables. 
and red cabbage, house-made 
and bit cotija cheese. remind you Eastie, let alone East LA, but it’s 
as ($6) layer a corn tortilla, a filling, 
hed with squiggles sour and 
s and annatto-tinted rice round out the plate 
and mole (spiced chocolate and chil- 
king, but Brookline one’s carping 
y filled: black beans, rice, fresh 
ipian (with crushed pumpkin seeds), 
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vith corn tor- 
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neighborhood spot insteac 


lant way for dates and groups to spend ‘ 5 « 
in evening, Sut is way too complicated 
ies and citrus). These make for mess-free portable eating, but the sauces don't shine 
elf a nice South American red in them. Try a comida ($8) instead, basically the burrito deconstructed, vi 
v as few other “ tillas and some sweet corn in place of that bie flour wrapgu Mexican style of 
not easy. The eating, and you can taste the sauce. Duck the corn syrup Yanqui sodas 
ite . set ya . for a bottle of cane-sweetened Jarritos ($1.50), and savor a superb complimentary 
pot broth and bistro and opened this friendly, 
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MGH INSTITUTE HEALTH PROFESSIONS, 
you can become Registered Nurse, Nurse Practitioner, Physical Therapist, 
Speech-Language Pathologist, Reading Specialist, Radiologic Technologist. 


fi 


YOUR CARING 


CAN IMPROVE INCLUDING YOUR OWN, 


GRADUATE INFO SESSION 
December 13th, 2008 
36 Ist Avenue, ¥ 
Charlestown Navy Yard 4 
A U.S.News & World Report ranked : 
graduate school in Charlestown Navy Yard MGH i} ] | 


www.mghihp.edu 
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SELF DAY SPA SPECIAL 
BEIJING MASSAGE 
617-460-3024 
**BELMONT** SWEET SPOT MAS- 
** MASSAGE** SAGE 
for the 
T Specia 
EMPLOYMEN Season 
617-824-4226 
617-484-1788 


EXCELLENT RELAXING 


SOOTHING HYPNOTHERAPY 
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Studio, one and two bedroom and penthouse deluxe rentals available 
with one parking space included. Starting at $2,000. 
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SINGER AVAILABLE 


Tenor sine 8 y/o looking for a 
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All NEW 2BR HEAT INCLI 
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Renovated Large 28R 


ment. Hardw 


apart 
d/tile, OW, W/D 
st. parking. Great Lo 
cation near Payson Park/Back 
773-4161 
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BOSTON SOUTH END 


Cozy furnished apartment in 


townhouse near Copley/Pru 


rated. hardwood 


S, New galley kitchenette 


617-536-1678 

CPK’s Grand 

Re-Opening 
Natick 

Coming Soon! 


california 
California Pizza 
Kitchen is the perfect 
place to enhance your 
restaurant career with 


flexible, full-time or 
part-time work! 


NOW SEEKING 
Hosts Servers 
Take-Out Servers 
Cooks 
Dishwashers 


Team members enjoy 


flexible schedules, 
great pay, excellent 
training & immediate 


health benefits 


Apply in person 
Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm 
NATICK MALL 

1245 Worcester Rd 

(next to Macy’s) 

Ph: (508) 651-1506 

Apply online now at: 

www.cpk.com 
EOE 


READVILLE - HYDE PARK 
Single family home, 3 bdrm, 
modern kitchen, granite/stain 
less steel, finished basement 
1.5 baths, huge driveway, gigan 


tic backyard, quiet neighbor 


hood, walk to T. $1800/month 


617-797-6450 


ROOMMATES 


Rooms 


SEEKING ROOMATE 


283-1317 


SOMERVILLE 

eeks a nonsmoker, kid 
endly, female student or 
professio 


nal to rent bdrm, by 


appt. only. Serious inquiries 


only. $550/mth Avail. Nov Ist 


Call: 617-276-6678 


WEST NEWTON 
Avail. ASAP. Prof. m 


mate wanted to share ar 


ASJAN THAI MASSAGE 


Massage 
617-599-9863 


398 Trapelo Rd 
Beimont, MA 


828 Mass Ave ~ Arlington 
9:30am-!0pm Daily 


DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 


BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


Acupressure/Shiatsu 


617-924-9371 


Watertown, MA 


LOCAL DATELIN 


Singles FREE! 


Listen to 1000's of Loca’ 


Boston 


617.338.9990 


Gay Locals 
617.423.6666 


FREE code 9582 


For other cities cai! 


(888) MegaMates 


NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY. 


Directions: Take Route | 


the Lynn St/Saugus exit. Alterra is directly visible from way and 


wings 


Seveo days: - 


60) N. Beacon ST, Watertown 


SHIATSU MASSAGE 


REJUVENATION 


AND RELAXATION 


The Best Chinese 
Qi Gong Back Rub 
Neck & Body rub 
Foot massage also avail. 
For men 


and women 
Located in Unique Ha 
Place, 17A Hudson St 
Boston (Chinatown) 

Open 10am-7pm 
Cash or Credit Card 
617-728-3168 
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CHINA MASSAGE 
617-773-4658 
2 werorT Ave 


Hot Stone 


(licensed) 


| 
THERAPY 
“Asian Gils, Massage, Private Room” 


1782 Beale Street Quincy Ma 


617-472-8088 
319-321 Newport Ave. ~ Quincy, MAMIEIae 


ORIENTAL 


617-689-0060 


21 School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


10 times get 
1 time free for the 
Grand Opening! 


RELAX TIME 
Me Auburn Se Massage Health 
Watertown, 
617-393-9777 
days 


10am-9pm 


72 Kneeland St 
Suite 405 
Boston, MA 


(Chinatown) 


617-595-3676 


Fully Licensed 


CHINESE BEST 
MASSAGE Shen 

Elm St. 


Davis Sq. 


Sakura 
Massage Spa 


Foot Massage and Body Work 


617 926 2188 


115 Mt. Auburn Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
7 Days 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. 
www . schurasassagespa. com 


Fully Li 


Restaurants 
cuisine, 
location. 


Movies 
title, 
theatre, 
art film, 


Dance 
“look them 
dance” 
“look 
dancing!” 


THE 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


617 381 


WELLNESS 
CENTER 


Offering professional massage and 


body work provided licensed 


CHINESE TUINA MASSACE 


masseuse. Conveniently located 


MASSAGE Open days 


GOLDEN WATER 


Massage Therapist 


Hot Spring 

Beauty 
Massages 
Facials 
Nails 
Waxing 
’ 825A Washington St . j 


Newton, MA 
617-527-1430 


Www.HotSpringBeauty.com 


Fully Licensed P| ZU) 


Holiday Shopping the 
Winery ~ Taste & Shop! 
Over 30 Estate-Grown 
Wines! Unique Wine 
Related 
Foods ¢ Holiday Labels 
Holiday Gift Packs 
Private Holiday Functions 


The Holidays! 
Sar Dec 13th Ipm- 41 pm 
Wine Tasting 
Call For More Information 
4 th (AA. 
| Z >_ Wine thi Holiday | 
6 Jakannet Wines make 


308 Shore Road 
Westerly, 
7791 


www lan; 


Quincy, MA act 
617-847-8988 
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ANGWORTHY Bed Breakfast 


ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 
It's only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


PLACE YOUR 


1.800.310.5995 call 
our hour automated service 


617.859.3283 


FREE A 


‘Tr257882 


TAKE A CHANCE 


CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 


7295351 


ATTRACTIVE ITALIAN WOMAN 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


BLUE-EVED BRUNETTE 


arde 7261999 
LOOKING FOR A MATE 


7472769 
LOVELY SOPHISTICATED LADY 


wea TP253651 


PLYMOUTH AREA 
46 


7258174 
BEAUTIFUL BROWN EYES 


‘1131288 


FRIEND AND LOVER 
40 


77283591 


WARM AND LIVELY 
52 


1-on- 


ARE THE 1 FOR ME? 

BF single mother. 39. legally blind but 
very independent. non-smoker, 0/0 
free | enjoy walks along the beach, eat 
ing out. swimming, the outdoors and 
more Seeking senous monogamous 
reiationship, possibly more with SM. 
30-45, who likes children and animals 
Race unimportant. ‘2283780 


SENSE OF HUMOR A MUST 

SBF, SY slender and athletic, mara 
thon runner. enjoys outdoors. canoeing 
up the Charles. "@ mountains 
travel Seeking well-read. philosophi 
al comrr 
48-65. who cares about the environ 


ment likes the 


YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE 
have fun with me 48yea 


Renarssance mar 


RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
60 last int 


BACK AND BETTER 


FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 


‘?253929 
"0 LIKE TO MEET You 


33 
‘254370 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 


SOUTH SHORE 


SOBER 
so 


ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 
57 


1988281 


ATTRACTIVE 
50 


PRETTY IN PORTLAND 
SWF SA 


ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO 
Attractive DWF, $3, short, brown, 
brown, seeks companionship with 
SW, who lund. canng and honest 
as | am for possible long-term retation- 
ship Portland, ME. $P187491 
DEVOTED CARING WOMAN 
Attractive SWF. 35, long brown/ 
brown, beautiful smile, non-smoker. N, 
Kids. honest, kind.affectionate, good 
hearted. enjoys cooking, nature travel 
dining m/out. bowling, quiet evenings 
Seeking honest. caring gentleman. 
for possible long-term relationship 
‘73283104 
LOVING 
Blonde SWF, earty slim, S'S 
going, looking for a loving, honest 
going man. 59-75, who enjoys 

travel. movies. 


area 282384 


TAKE ALOOK 
35 


fe 


CI. JANE SEEKS G1 


Tr291494 


SINGLE MOM SEEKS GOOD MAN 


MY LOVELY SELF 


and supportive ‘EP279760 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 


le woman seeking a mor 


1292589 
MED STUDENT 


ie T271649 
LOVELY SHAPELY BLONDE 


yfnends 2227370 
| LOVE LIFE 


atcher 289757 


ANYONE OUT THERE? 


SEEKS A GREEK MAN 
7 


17286807 
LOTS OF LOVE AND PASSION 
active 43. 
77115522 


CARPE DIEM 
crs 


‘7300762 
EDUCATED VIOLINIST 
33 


™909705 


web 


TAKE A LOOK 

Loving lady, 41, mom of teen, has lots 
to offer, warm-hearted, with beautiful 
eyes anc great smile. self-employed. 
Seeking caring secure, happy.light 
hearted. romantic SM. to share 
love, LTR? 
LET'S MEET 

SBF, 28, 5'9" attractive. looking for hon- 
est, successful male, 35-45, any nation 
ality, for reiationship. Cail if you want to 
meet and talk!" $P249621 


SWF. 57.54" blonde/biue. 154lbs. en 
joys reading lone walks movies, coffee 
shops and simple pleasures Seeking a 
nice guy with like interests forfriend: 


ship, fun and dates. Taian 


WiLL IT BE you? 
SWF, 42, RN, 


253496 
AVAILABLE, BUIT NOT. 


VERY ATTRACTIVE 


WHAT'S UP? 
24 
79261082 
VERY YOUTHFUL FOR MY AGE 


more 


BF. 40, looking west 


72739061 
LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP 
F 53, seek 
LTR. Worcester TP195299 
VERY CARING 


TP266249 
HONEST WOMAN 


GIVE ME ACALL! 
48 


er 1296759 
YOU FOUND ME 


CAPTURE MY HEART 

Be honest, ages 30-55, | am 61. | en 
joy romantic dinners, quiet evenings. 
and doing things spur of the mo 
ment. 29906927 


THE REAL MEANING... 

of life, love, music, literature, science 
prevents us from missing minor things. 
Good-looking, S10", slender, caring 
sensual, fnenuly. creative SWM, 61, en 
joys beaches, forests. movies. frends 
NPR/PBS, more, and favorite Bach 
for celebrating happiness. Seeking 
idealistic, spicy, natural.trim optimist 


77470424 


SIMPLE KINO ( OF MAN 
Carpenter, 45, 
and drug-free for 2Syears, 
cular, fit, intelligent, talkative 
sionate and adventurous. seek 
4WP, to go to 
dancine, watch 


OROP ME A LINE 
VM, 55. never 


non-smoker. 


SEEKING 


‘TP130416 
NICE GUY 


fun ‘301921 
MUSICIAN LOOKING 
M eoree 47 


My name is 
ician. 'm 6 


brown-hair 


hip. compar 


‘tr297188 


VERY ACTIVE 
WM, 58. 


WANTED: LEGGY 
BM, 35, 


WITH MY LOVE 
WM, 


ty MA. EP170510 
REALLY WANT MARRIACE 


T299171 
ARE YOU OUTGOING? 


ARE YOU ne ONE? 
gie white male 


KIND AND GENUINE 
Communicative, extroverted, affection 
ate, also urban, artsy, and very funny 
SW, 57, considered very good-looking, 
looks 47. Seeking SWF, 40-55, to berny 
future best friend. She is kindest to her- 
self and kind to others. EP112555 


CYNICAL ROMANTIC 

OWM, 45.brown/ brown, slender, 
good-looking, chef, seeks SBF or 
Latina, 30-50, for dinners, fun, maybe 
more. Passion for living! | like art 
movies.cooking, reading and children. | 
realized it’s time to grow up and settle 
down. maybe with you? ‘EP258681 


FRIENDS OR MORE 

SM. 22. dirty blond /brown. 6° mechanic 
tookong for a SF, 18-32, who is outgoing 
has a good attitude, enjoys life to the 


BLUE-COLLAR 
Si. sincere, bright 
romantic, clean 


n fast old Cars 
seeks Sincere 


GENUINE ARTICLE 


INTERESTED? 

WM, 42. blond /biue looking for a 
w and get to know. 
TP301982 


BUTTON. LEVIS 


ing, swirn 
ging, reading, intense 
n with that special persor 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
A, 57. S'S", slender, sw 
youthful, hand 


ea 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Se 


‘17872464 


GYM jock 


LET'S HANG OUT! 
A 41. 56 


LET'S GO ouT! 


LET'S GET TOGETHER 

40-year-old GWM, ST”, 220!ibs, brown 
hazel, non-smoker, seeks handsome. 
fit GWM, 40-55, for fun, frendship and 


possible retationship. 


ALOT TO OFFER 

SWM, 54, likes watching movies, 
sports, beaches. Seeking SBM. 40-SO 
for frendship or more 288077 


BEST FRIEND 
50+ seeks same with sincere. car 
heart, sense of humor a m 
ing for that special lady in 
Stoneham /North Shore area pre 


ered TP464291 
BEST FRIEND 


locking for one special wor 


214261 


SEEKING A FRIEND 


51991 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
4. who 
e 75282108 
SOFT BUTCH 


47, 133Ibs, long hair, light-to- moderate 


in Fall River 


ker, likes movies, walks,drive: 


quality time. No head games. long 
term reiationsmp if compatibie Please 


leave phone number 


AFFECTIONATE 

antic SBF, 38. ST. caramel com 
ected, looking for romance with an- 
other SBF, 38-45, to chill out and enjoy 
my time 


terested in the ib 
nerseif and inside herself 

hearted and advent: 
Karen would like to speak to you 
please leave your number with area 


ode ‘TP222996 


SOFT BUTCH TEDOVBEAR 
44, ST. brown/gree 
sincere, trustworth 
travel 


free ‘1257617 
Let 


SORORITY SISTER 
Attractive, creative 
4 


theater 


Worn 


7262428 
SEEKING ACTIVITY PARTNER 
al, fun, married WM 
partner of 
wath 


rom you. 28277703 


800.310.5995 
OPL 
q 

A A WM. 46. T70Ibs. brown/bro area. drug free. to eet to know. Me 
N se ema 30-60, to spend time togeth 
ading ersa blonde /eree: ently letic. seeks oldman SWM, 65-75, slender 
ease call TP243472 the Sout earted, loves oid movies, srusic, Jed to new thines. Soft butch 
pred of ber short Je hair, blue eyes. drug-free 
t be Al enjoys working out, beaches, walks. with similar interests. E°236028 
t type. f 10-yea M. good-looking, shaved 
first lea ance WEES, OM ace is not important ful your self-assured. 
476812 7289998 77245089 term relat 949078 romance ‘€P300104 and loving ‘ZP692926 love to hear 


FAX. 617.248.1993 
VEALLY GOOD DEAL” 


PH. 617.523.0107 


TWO (2) DINNERS 
ONE (1) BOTTLE 


(Noon 6pm Mon-Fri and Noon 5pm Sat-Sun) 
*not drinker not worry allow substitutions 


Shrimp Scampi w/Linguine Spaghetti Meatballs Baked Ziti w/Meatballs 


Shrimp Marinara w/Linguine Stuffed Shells Chicken Parmesan w/Ziti 

Shrimp Fra Diavolo w/Linguine Spinach Cheese Chicken Marsala w/Ziti 

Veal Saltimbocca w/Pasta Cheese Raviolis Eggplant Parmesan w/Ziti 

Veal Picatta w/Pasta Potato Gnocchi Sausage w/Ziti 
Veal Marsala w/Pasta Pizza Magherita Mussels Fra Diavolo 


SPECIALITY DELLA CASA: VEAL PARMESAN W/PASTA 
ADD Sirloin Steak Pizziaiola Mafiosa 


Available Only With VEALLY DEAL” Upgrade your wine selection any the following 
wines for just $10.00 and $20.00 


Asparagus $6.99 Garlic Bread Bruschetta $5.99 Ask waiter waitress for available wines. 


Salad Grilled Sausage w/Hot Peppers $5.99 
Caesar Sala Fri alamari 
$5.99-Cheesecake $5.99 
Cup Soup $4.99 Meat Balls $6.99 


(Offer not valid with any other promos, trade, coupons, etc) 


a 
| 
* ADD $5 FOR THESE BELOW ! Wr > 
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SYMBOLINE DAI 


Full moons that come at the end of the week can 
make for a productive (hectic!) Monday to Thurs- 
day. This is the last full moon of the year, and a 
great time plan long trip involved educa- 
tional project. We continue with the “gift tips” rec- 
ommendations — there are days to shop and days 
stop, and there’s information about All Things 


Svrr 


Symboline suitable for gift-giving at moonsigns. 
net. If you can avoid spending money when the 
moon is void-of-course, you're ahead of the game 
void- of-course moon is excellent for identifying 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 


nini f 
F } i feel r 
tt \ 
y y pul 
t piration is 
tic Ciftt 


FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 


Fu i. Mer 


uni, dont 
g yOu say! 
Gif ‘tip socks salt and pepper 
shakers, salad cruets 


SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 13 
Waning moon in Cancer. An 
exce’ ay for baking, or 
working with ceramics; also 
ood fe heart-to-hearts 
cularly among the water 
gns. Capricorn may not feel 
you're looking your best, but 
radiance comes from within 
(yeah, that's also true of 
adioactive minerals). Cancer 
give others the benefit of the 
doubt. Gift tip: cookie kits 
kitchen towels, massage 


SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 14 
Waning moon in Cancer 
moon void-of-course 5:27 
pm until 1:22 am, when it 
moves into Leo. Folklore 
Says that this is an ideal 
time to brew beer, as the 
yeast will be more respon 


sive. Water and earth signs 


believe everythi 


vow 


have excellent 


MOON KEYS 


nsical or unusual pres 


ents, however). 


MONDAY 
DECEMBER 15 
Wanine moon in Leo. The 


TUESDAY 

DECEMBER 16 
me moon in Leo; moon 

oid-of-course 7:45 pm until 

3:3 35 arn Wednesday. Be clear 
about your needs, particularly 
Taurus and Scorpio, who may 
assume others know what's 
going on for them. (You folks 
may also have a hard time 
being heard, due to possible 
seasonal throat-yech.) Leo 
don't be shy about taking 
credit. Gift tip: games, any 
thing with fur (fake please 
we kill enough animals) 


WEDNESDAY 

DECEMBER 17 
Waning moon in Virgo; moon 
void-of-course until 3:35 am 
in Leo. It’s never too early 
to make resolutions or to 
live a healthier life. Virgo 
moons bring out our desire 
to fix mechanical problems. 
Virgo, today and tomorrow 
could find you in conflict with 
those who really mean well 
Hold off on your advice and 
you'll be a happy virgin. Gift 
tip: liquorice and fennel, plus 
a charitable contribution 


so, WHY DO YOUWANT ARE YOU GUYS FOR REAL? 
PAUL. TO WORK FO | 


4 


R BANK’? 


— 


2008 KARL STEVENS AND GUSTAVO TURNER. WHATEVER, THE FIRST VOLUME OF COLLECTED STRIPS BY KARL STEVENS 
ANDO HIS GRAPHIC NOVEL, GUILTY, ARE AVAILABLE AT FINER BOOK AND COMIC SHOPS. | E-MAIL: SUCCESS.COMIC@GMAIL CC 


‘CIRCULAR LOGIC’ keep going around and around. 


ACROSS 
1 He played the grandfather in 

Little Miss Sunshine” 

avis (unusual species) 

14 One who doesn't mind feeling 
the pinch 

15 Planet inhabitants? 

16 Mark Morrison R&B hit of 1997 

18 Cube in a container of pork 
and beans 

amis 

20 “Un momento. favor 

21 Had more than a feeling 

23 Herb used in Mexican cuisine 

28 Home of d'Artagnan in 
“The Three Musketeers 

32 Qatari ruler 

kfast mishap 

Raceway Laguna 


1957) 


37 Genetic messenger material 
38 “The Pillars of the Earth 


40 t 


ey racetrack in operation 


65 TV title sung after “Ain't we 
lucky we got ‘em” 

66 Food bank containers 

67 Youthful status 


DOWN 
1 “That deaf, dumb and blind 
kid sure plays pinball!” 
(“Tormmy” lyric) 
2 It may be ordered with extra foam 
3 Sch. that’s home to the 
Sun Devils 
4 “Cheers” exclamation 
5 Spotty problem 
6 Greek letters that look like P’s 
7 Zapp Brannigan’s assistant 
on Futurama 
8 “Was __ das? 
9 Degree in math? 
10 “Sheena Is a Punk Rocker 
band, with “the” 
Tl Rented pad 
T2 DVR remote button 
T3 Pose a que 
16 john-john's 


LET'S SEE... \ 
T'CAN OFFER YO \ 

NK My EXTENS' 
BacKe IN FINANCING 


YOU KNOW ME ! 


STERN € ID: 


S 


THANKS, PAUL. 
WE'LL CALL 
You. 


hip 


ame 
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TRAT 


SYMPOSIUM BOOKS 


Full-service bookstore 
Most Books Discounted 10-60% 
off Publishers Price 


Art, Photography, Design, Architecture, Literature and 
Criticism, Philosophy, Area Studies, and Children’s Books 


Cambridge, 02139 
617-868-7600 


Readings and Special Events 


526 Commonwealth Ave, Kenmore Square, Boston 
617-585-6559 kenmore@symposiumbooks.com 
www.symposiumbooks.com 


“ww 


TRATTORIA ITALIANA 


FROM CITYS! 


ARCH. 


Make your holiday more 


THE WAY YOU LIKE Buona 450 Mass Ave ARLINGTON, 


VW 


‘ 
2 
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SHOP THE WAY YOU WANT 
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THE BOSTON 


FILM 


RON HOWARD 
MAKES 
BUDDY MOVIE 


_By Peter Keough 


BOSTON, 

NOT LA’ 
LAMONTAGNE 
_By Greg Cook 


pil 


THE PULITZER WINNER 


BACK TALK 


is 


SPECIAL GUESTS 
THE VAN 
SAT. JANUARY 


SALE NOW 
FUNERAL 
FOR 


TENG 


rOuU 


VIENNA 


SOMERVILLE THEATER 


DAVIS SOMERVILLE 
Advance tickets available at the Somerville Theater Box Office, all TicketMaster locations, online at 
TicketMaster. com or by calling |-800-745-3000. Presented by MassConcerts MassConcerts.com 


Nor pTH IMER 2009 


/ 


PROVIDENCE 


LOUD 


SUN. FEBRUARY SALE SATURDAY 


79) 


FRI 
SPECIAL 
MASSACHUSETTS WINTER MELTDOWN FEST 
SUN. DECEMBER SALE NOW 
“All shows, J Tickets available All shows, All ages. Tickets available 


HOT TIX! 


CONCERTS AND 
THE SCOOP CON 
OTHER EVENTS SALE THIS WEEK 


CONCERT. 


the first to 
Sale find out when 


OARD TEXT. 


NEWS and be 
tickets g00n 


AN 


SAGING RATES ap 


Ly 


© LEMMINGTRAIL HOLIDAY PARTY | January 3 at Creat Scott, Allston | 
$10 | On sale Thursday December 11 at 10 am | www.ticketweb.com 


© UNEARTH | January 31 at the 
Palladium, Worcester | $20 | am 
On sale Friday at 10 am | www. _- 
tickets.com 

© EKSI EKSO + TIGER SAW | 
February 18 at the Middle East 
upstairs, Cambridge | $8 ad- 
vance/$9 day of show | On sale 
Friday at 10 am 


© DEAD MAN + RADIO MOSCOW | February 19 at the Middle East up- 
stairs, Cambridge | $9 advance/$10 day of show | On sale Friday 
at10 am 


@ BLACK LIPS | March 7 at the Middle East downstairs, 
Cambridge | $12 | On sale Friday at 10 am 


© VIENNA TENG | April 7 at the 
Somerville Theatre, Somerville | 
$25-$30 | On sale Friday at 10 am 


} @ COLISEUM | February 26 at Creat 
Scott, Allston | $9 | On sale Saturday 
at 9 am | www.ticketweb.com 


© ESCAPE THE FATE + BLACK TIDE + 
WILLIAM CONTROL + ATTACK ATTACK 
| February 22 at the Middle East 
downstairs, Cambridge | $15 | On 
sale Saturday at 10 am 


© BEN KWELLER | February 24 at Somerville Theatre, Somerville | 
$24 | On sale Saturday at 10 am 


@ JAMES MORRISON | February 2 at the Paradise, Boston | $15 | On 
sale Saturday at noon 


@ 0K GO| March 12 at the Paradise, Boston | $15 advance/$17 day 
of show | On sale Saturday at noon 


@ FLEETWOOD MAC UNLEASHED 2009 TOUR | March 11 at the TD 
Banknorth Garden, Boston | $49.50-$149.50 | On sale Monday 
at1o am 


© MURDER BY DEATH + THE BUILDERS AND THE BUTCHERS + FAKE 
PROBLEMS | February 7 at the Middle East downstairs, 
Cambridge | $12 advance/$14 day 


of show | On sale now The Submarines 


© THE SUBMARINES + THE 
MORNING BENDERS | February 13 
at the Middle East upstairs, 
Cambridge | $10 | On i 
sale now 


© M. WARD | February 
18 at the Somerville 
Theatre, Somerville | 
$20 | On sale now 


O get breaking 
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CROWN CITY JEWELS 


peddle Mazzy sound that 
envelops you like pearly gray fog off 


blowing hard since 2006. you 
their MassArt appear- 
ance the Baltimore Round 
Robin’s “Eyes Night,” you’re 
luck: they’re swinging back 
play cuts off their lat- 
est, Devotion. Wistful Philly 
synth-noodlers TICKLEY 
FEATHER open this show 
(which promises sell 
out fast, get those 
tickets pronto), 

the Museum 

Fine Arts, 465 
Huntington Ave, 
Boston 

$15; 

bers, seniors, students 
617.267.9300 


the Chesapeake and they’ve been 


FRIDAY Sprung from the same fertile crescent that 
Dan Deacon calls home, Baltimore dream-poppers 
BEACH HOUSE are breed apart from most their 
brethren. Instead sweaty spazz- 
tronica, this guitar-and-keyboard duo 


AWEE 


CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST UPCOMING EVENTS 


tion for “Best Jazz Instru- 


THURSDAY mental Solo” part Maria 
Schneider's big band, joining 
Dave Douglas's quintet, releas- 
HORN DOG ing series provocative discs 
DONNY McCASLIN’s career has as a leader that include the new 


taken a familiar young-jazz- 
monster trajectory: tearing 
things here while student 
at Berklee, spending a couple 
of years with Gary Burton's 
quartet, then on to New York, 
earning a Crammy nomina- 


trio outing Recommended Tools 

on Douglas's Greenleaf label, 
with bassist Hans Clawisching 
and drummer Jonathan Blake. 
McCaslin has brains, brawn, 
and technique, so the three- 
way exchanges are full of witty 


rhythmic repartee and visceral 
burnouts. They're at the Bee- 
hive, 541 Tremont St, Boston 
|9 pm | free | 617.423.0069 or 
www. beehive.com. 


FRIDAY 


NOW PLAYING 
New in theaters: THE DAY THE 
EARTH STOOD STILL, DELCO, 


ARTS + MUSIC 


+ EVENTS 


DECEMBER 12, 2008 3 


OUR EDITORS CLUE YOU HELP YOU GET OUT 


DOUBT, FROST/NIXON, HOW 
ABOUT YOU, and NOTHING LIKE 
THE HOLIDAYS; our reviews of 
what the studios screened for 
us are on pages 6-7. 


DEFINITELY NOT 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Dance flash: an internation- 
ally renowned outfit with 
honest-to-goodness no-Nut- 
cracker goodies in its sleigh is 
coming to town. And even if 
you caught two of the three 
pieces LAR LUBOVITCH DANCE 
COMPANY is doing this week- 
end at Jacob's Pillow back in 
July — Concerto Six Twenty-Two 
(to Mozart's Clarinet Concerto) 
and Dvofdk Serenade (to Dvorak's 
Serenade for Strings) — there's 
still Lubovitch's new Jangle 

(to Bart6k's two Rhapsodies 
for Violin and Piano). It’s a 
Celebrity Series presentation 
at Boston University's Tsai Per- 
formance Center, 685 Comm 
Ave, Boston | December 12 @ 
7:30 pm; December 13 @ 8 pm | 
$35-$50 | 617.482.6661 or www. 
celebrityseries.org. 


FANCY THAT! 

In Thomas Hardy's 1872 novel 
Under the Greenwood Tree, pretty 
schoolmarm/organist Fancy 
Day arrives in the fictional 
Dorset town of Melistock and 
right off all the eligible young 
men in town start campaign 
ing to get their stalwart 
church band replaced by an 
organ. That's the set-up for 
this year’s CHRISTMAS REVELS, 
Revels’ 38th annual celebra 
tion of the winter solstice, 
with England's renowned 
Mellstock Band (concertina, 
early oboes and clarinets, 
serpent and ophicleide) be- 
ing joined by Revels’ Village 
Quire, the Casterbridge Chil- 
dren, the Pinewoods Morris 
Men, the Cambridge Sym- 
phonic Brass Ensemble, actors 
Richatd Snee and Tim Sawyer, 
musician Bruce Randall, solo- 
ist Mary Casey, and musician 
and song leader David Coffin. 
As always, it's at Sanders The 
atre in Harvard University's 
Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy St, 
Cambridge | December 12-30 | 
$25-$52; $15-$42 children un- 
der 12 | 617.496.2222 or www. 
revels.org. 


HIBERNIAN HOLIDAY 
Brian O’Donovan hangs some 
holly on his WGBH radio 
program A Celtic Sojourn in this 
sixth annual live holiday edi- 
tion of A CHRISTMAS CELTIC 
Continued on p 4 
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Continued from p 3 

SOJOURN. On the roster are 
performances by Celtic a cap- 
pella group Navan (singing in 
all six Celtic languages: Irish 
Gaelic, Scottish Gaelic, Manx 
Gaelic, Welsh, Cornish, and 
Breton), lrish folk band Solas, 
County Galway crooner Sean 
Keane, Celtic folkie Cara Dil- 
lon, and Irish dancing led by 
Boston-based performer and 
teacher Kieran Jordan. Also 
on tap: no, not Guinness, but 
stories from the inexhaust- 
ible Celtic spigot. It’s all at the 
Cutler Majestic Theatre, 219 
Tremont St, Boston | December 
12-21 | $25-$75 | 800.233.3123 or 
www.telecharge.com. 


VERSATILE PIPES 

Don't hold KARRIN ALLYSON’s 
versatility against her — she’s 
a multi-lingual jazz singer 


whose skills range from be- 


bop standards to bossa nova, 
Joni Mitchell, and even a 
wordless interpretation of 


hn Coltrane’s ballad clas- 


, dusky vocals 


d phrasing. 


, DoubleTree 


$25 | 617.562.4111 or WwW. 


Tsjazz.com 


STARRY NIGHTS 
The local equivalent of Jordi 
Savall’s various Barcelona 
early-music ensembles, BOS- 
TON CAMERATA globetrots in 
ovel and rewarding 
grams. This year’s 
er-holiday offer 
ing is “The Brotherhood of the 
Star: A Hispanic Christmas 
1300-1700,” and it’s led by BC 
music director emeritus JOEL 
CGHEN in five locations: Follen 
Church Society in Lexington 
tonight at 8 pm, First Church 
in Boston tomorrow at 8 pm, 
St. Martin's Episcopal Church 
in Providence on Sunday at 
3 pm, First Congregational 
hurch in Cambridge a week 
from today (December 19) at 8 
pm, and First Parish Church 
in Newbury a week from 
tomorrow (December 20) at 8 
pm | $10-$46 | 866.427.2092 or 
www. bostoncamerata.com. 


searc 


GLAD TIDINGS 
We're not sure what DONALD 
TEETERS and the BOSTON 
CECILIA have in mind for 
this weekend's “Christmas 
in England: Ancient & Mod- 
ern” program, but we're 
happy to take it on faith, 
particularly as they'll be 
joined by local early-music 
vocal group EXSULTEMUS. 
Two performances: Church 
of the Advent, 30 Brimmer 
St, Boston | December 12 @ 

8 pm | All Saints Church, 
1773 Beacon St, Brookline | 
December 14 @ 3 pm | $15-$62 
| 617.232.4540 or Www. bos- 
toncecilia.org. 


HALLELUJAH! 

Not many cities have duel- 
ing first-class productions of 
MESSIAH. Last week 
the Handel and Haydn Soci- 
ety weighed in; now it’s the 
turn of MARTIN PEARLMAN 
and BOSTON BAROQUE, with 
soprano Tamara Matthews, 
countertenor Alan Dornak, 
tenor Keith Jameson, and 
bass-baritone Kevin Deas. 
The glory will be revealed 

at Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsbor- 
ough St, Boston | December 
12-13 @ 7:30 pm | $27-$66 | 
617.474.9200 or www. boston- 
baroque.org. 


THIS ISSUE 

THE SLUTCRACKER at the 
Somerville Theatre, Somer- 
ville: see News + Features 
“ROCK ESPANOL the 
Casa de la Cultura, Boston: 
page 13 | PRED FRITH’S COSA 
BRAVA at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Boston: 


page 


SATURDAY 


BOTH SIDES NOW 

Part suspense thriller, part 
social critique, Akira Kuro- 
sawa’s harrowing and elo- 
quent HIGH AND LOW (1963 

is one of the great director's 
finest films. It starts out on 
a high note with Toshiré6 
Mifune as a big wheel living 
it up in luxury until kid 
nappers strike and he must 
descend into the depths 

for salvation. This Brattle 
Theatre screening will be fol- 
lowed by a discussion with 
Harvard Film Archive curator 
Haden Guest, at 40 Brattle 
St, Cambridge | 11 am | free | 
617.876.6837 or www. brattle- 
film.org 


, Outside the Lines Art 
tudio’s Holiday Sale 
Extravaganza 


© “SMACKDOWN: GIRLS AGAINST BOYS” 

| Screening of Boston Underground 
Film Festival shorts (in conjunction 
with “Dicks and Jane” art opening) | 
Space 242, Boston | December 12 @ 6 
pm | RSVP at www.space242.com/Tsvp 


7 © “PROLETARIAT X LAB” | 100 pieces 
of art selling for $100 and under | 


\ LAB Boston, Alliston | December 
‘ee 12 @7 pm | 617.395.4330 or Www. 
lab-boston.com 
“THE WOBBLE” WITH JOHN 
al FUNKE | The soul/R&B dance par- 


ty’s final installment | Milky Way 
Lounge & Lanes, Jamaica Plain | 
December 12 @ 9 pm | 617.524.3740 
or www. milkywayjp.com 


DIAMOND 


© ONE HAPPY ISLAND | Chipper indie pop 
| Alchemist Lounge, Jamaica Plain | 
December 12 @ 10 pm | 617.477.5741 or 
www.alchemistiounge.com 


@ HELVETICA | Film screening | 
Boston Public Library’s Rabb Lecture 
Hall, Boston | December 13 @ 2 pm | 
617.536.5400 or www. bpl.org 


© OUTSIDE THE LINES ART STUDIO'S HOLIDAY 
SALE EXTRAVAGANZA | Open studios with 
performances by Fertile Crescent, Cathy 
Cathodic, Needy Visions, Geoglyphs, 
Magic Jackson, and DJ Fast Eddy | 
Outside the Lines Studio, Medford | 
December 13: open studios 6 pm; music 
7 pm | 617.252.0966 or www.outsidethe- 
linesstudio.org 
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MONDAY Don’t worry get another 


Depression, it’ll probably boon for cinema. 
Back 1933, during the last one, not only did they 
make some great movies, they opened the Coolidge 
Corner Theatre. celebrate, the Coolidge show- 
ing two that year’s greatest films. Mervyn LeRoy 
Busby Berkeley’s GOLD DIGGERS 1933 opens 
with Ginger Rogers singing the Money” 
while clad giant, strategically placed gold coins 


and closes with “The Forgotten Man,” maybe 


the most subversive and moving number the 
history movie musicals. Paired with Leo 
McCarey’s DUCK SOUP, which the Marx broth- 
ers have fun with fascist tyranny, not mention 
the Duke mirror scene with Groucho and 
Harpo. The Coolidge 290 Harvard St, Brookline 


© GREAT SCOTT HOLIDAY PARTY WITH ALL 
THESE KINGS + CRANSTON WILLOW | Indie 
rock | Great Scott, Allston | December 
14 @ 9 pM | 617.566.9014 or WWW. great- 
scottboston.com 


© “MURDER UNDER BONES” | Book release 
party for Deadfall: Crime Stories by New 
England Writers | Redbones, Somerville | 
December 16 @ 5:30 pm | 617.628.2200 
or Www.redbones.com 


© STINGRAY TATTOO CHRISTMAS 

PARTY WITH PULP 45 + THE CURSES + 
MONOLITH | Rockabillious punk and 
metal | O’Brien’s Pub, Alliston | 
December 18 @ 8 pm | 617.782.6245 or 
www.obrienspubboston.com 


TEA PARTY 

Back on December 16, 1773, 

when there were no fire laws, 

5000 American patriots some- 

how crammed into Old South 
Meeting House to hear Sam 
Adams announce, after many 
hours of debate, “This meet- 
ing can do no more to save this 
country!” For the 234th-an- 
niversary re-enactment of the 
BOSTON TEA PARTY gathering, 
we don’t imagine they'll allow 
more than 500 or so modern 
American patriots inside Old 
South, so you'll want to arrive 
early and enjoy the colonial 
fife and drum of the Musick 
of Prescott’s Battalion and cel- 
ebrate (yes!) our independence 
from tyrannical governments. 
Old South Meeting House is 
downtown at 310 Washington 
St | 5:30 pm [doors at 5 pm] | 
$6; free to those in colonial 
attire | 617.482.6439 or www. 
oldsouthmeetinghouse.org. 


MERRY GENTLEMEN 
(AND WOMEN) 
venerable avant big 
band, the AARDVARK JAZZ OR- 


CHESTRA, presents its 36th an- 
nual (whew!) Christmas con- 
cert, with the usual selection 
of intriguing covers and origi- 
nals. This year it’s selections 
from Duke Ellington’s Second 
Sacred Concert and bandleader 
Mark Harvey's originals and 
arrangements of carols. The 
Aardvarks are a terrific band 
of Boston's jazz elite, and, as 
usual, the Christmas-concert 
proceeds go to charity — in 
this case the arts and social- 
outreach program of host Em- 
manuel Church, 15 Newbury 
St, Boston | 7:30 pm | $15 | 
617.776.8778 or www.aardvark- 
jazz.com. 


CABIN FEVER 

It's been almost a year since 
BON IVER (a/k/a Wisconsin 
singer/strummer Justin Ver- 


SUNDAY 


MARSHONIAN MELODY 
Ernst Lubitsch might have 
been the wittiest and most 
urbane filmmaker in Holly- 
wood history, and he brings 
his inimitable touch to his 
adaptation of Franz Lehar’s 


blockbuster operetta THE 
MERRY WIDOW (1934). Peren- 
nial songstress Jeannette Mac- 
Donald plays the title heiress, 
who’s threatening to relocate 
her fortune from her cash- 
strapped native Marshonia to 


Paris; Maurice Chevalier plays 
the Marshonia nobleman who 
must woo her back, lighting 
an old torch in the process. 
Much elegant and tune- 
ful tomfoolery ensues. The 
Coolidge is at 290 Harvard St, 
rookline | 11 am | 617.734.2501 
or www.coolidge.org. 


BAH, HUMBUG 

’Tis the season for singing 
Scrooges, and New Reper- 
tory Theatre does its bit for 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL with 
outgoing artistic director 
Rick Lombardo’s adaptation 
of Dickens’s tale of the skin- 


flint’s wild night. Paul D. 
Farwell returns for his fourth 
year as the harrumphing 
center of a Victorian extrava- 
ganza that in s young 
Cratchits from Watertown 
Children’s Theatre, a 5 
accompanying themse 
on musical instruments, and 
spirits who fly through the 
air before evaporating into 
the London fog. It’s at the 
Arsenal Center for the Arts, 
321 Arsenal St, Watert 
| December 14-28 | $35-$55; 
$19-$26 children 12 and under 
| 617.923.8487 or www. new- 
rep.org. 


non) dropped For Emma, Forever 
Ago, an indie daisy cutter of 
an album that blew critics 
away with its raw, tremulous 
beauty. After the break-up 

of his band DeYarmond Edi- 
son, Vernon retreated to his 
father's cabin, where he se- 
questered himself for four bit- 
terly cold, snowy months of 
hunting deer, drinking beer, 
and recording. The result, For 
Emma, oozes the loneliness, 
despair, and brief flashes of 
personal rapture that only a 
hermit can know. He's at the 
Wilbur Theatre, 246 Tremont 
St, Boston | 8 pm | $21.50} 
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sic “Naima,” as well as her 
own folk-tinged originals 
Whatever she’s doing, Allyson 
always gets inside the songs 
with her light 
She's at Scullers 
: Guest Suites Hotel, 400 Sol- { 
: diers Field Rd, Boston | 8 + 10 | 
PO 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 


CHIMP ROCK AND HARD PLACE 


who’s ever nearly driven off the road listening SWIRLIES song 
knows they reward attention and anyone ever watched them tune 
between songs knows they also reward patience. Well, attention-paying patient 
types, here’s your reward: the Swirlies went and re-existed and booked show 
February the Middle East upstairs for completely non-ostentatious $12. 
Nineteen-ninety-whaaat? Who will the band? What earth will they play? 
“Tall Ships”? Probably. “San las Casas”? Ooh, hope so. “Jeremy 
Parker”? freak. “Extended Tuning Break Sonic Banter”? 


The Swirlies 


that one several times, bet. 


617.931.2000 or Www. ticket- 
master.com. 


THIS ISSUE 
WINTERPILLS at Club Passim, 
Cambridge: page GRIMIS 
at the Middle East upstairs, 
Cambridge: page 19. 


MONDAY 


CHAMBERS THE 
BROKEN HEART 

If My Chemical Romance 

had grown up in the late 16th 
century, they might have 
sounded just like SEVEN TIMES 
SALT. This four-piece “consort” 
channel the first wave of emo: 
the sullen, wrist-slittingly 
melancholy chamber music 
that was popular the Eliz- 
abethan court. This week, STS 
kick off their holiday program 
“Thys Endere Nyght” with 
choice oldies. They'll be play- 
ing at the Loring-Creenough 
House (12 South St, Jamaica 
Plain) tonight at 8 pm and 

the Friends’ Meeting House (3 
Longfellow Park, Cambridge) 
tomorrow at 8 pm, and then 
on Thursday at 5:30 pm they'll 
be part of the “Solstice Soiree” 
at the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum (280 the Fenway, 
Boston) | $10 suggested dona- 
tion for“Thys Endere Nyght”; 
$12 [$5 students; free ISCM 
members] for“A Solstice Soi- 
ree” | www.seventimessalt. 
com. 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 
QUARTET OF HAPPINESS like to 
mix spot-on avant-jazz proce- 
dures (hairpin rhythmic and 
harmonic turns, “extended” 
techniques of squall and burn) 
with post-mod songwriting 
and all-out theatricality. They 
play the early show at the Lily 
Pad, with solo sax guy Patrick 
Breinar, and then at 10 pm, of 
course, it’s Monday-night resi- 
dents the FRINGE | 1345 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge | Quartet 
of Happiness @ 7 pm; Fringe 

@ 10 pm | separate admission: 
$10 | 617.395.1393 or Www. lily- 
pad.net. 


TUESDAY 


CLEAN GETAWAY 

Fans of Dave Eggers’s ever 
estimable literary concern 
McSweeney's are finally catch- 
ing onto what fans of Diane 
Williams's unsung journal 


NOON have been savoring 

for years: the tidy, tuneful 
uncertainties that weave to 
form the fictions of DEB OLIN 
UNFERTH. For those unfamil- 
iar with the day trips of her 
short stories: her new novel, 
Vacation (McSweeney’s Books), 
offers a clean departure from 
the doldrums of flatliner 
prose, as well as an extended 
tour of the unfamiliar ter- 
rain of her imagination. It’s 
a novel best heard aloud, so 
treat yourself reading 
from Unferth herself — and 
also one from M.T. Anderson, 
who'll be reading from the 
second volume of his gripping 
Octavian Nothing series — at 
Brookline Booksmith, 279 
Harvard Ave, Brookline 
| free | 617.566.6660 or www. 
brooklinebooksmith.com. 


MAKING THE ROUNDS 
Bluesy ex-Boston folkie MIEKA 
PAULEY swings back to town 
for the New York Songwriters 
Circle, where she'll be doing 
a show in the round with 
Seth Glier, Amy Crawford, . 
Nicole Berke, and Julia East- 
erlin, at Johnny D's, 17 Hol- 
land St, Somerville | 8:30 pm 

| $10 | 617.776.2004 or www. 
johnnyds.com. 


WEDNESDAY 


READY...AIM... 
Francois Truffaut's SHOOT THE 
PIANO PLAYER (1962) is a lot 
more easygoing in its revision 
of the gangster genre than 
was New Wave colleague Jean- 
Luc Godard's Breathless (1960), 
but it’s no less iconoclastic. 
Charles Aznavour plays the 
title ivory tickler, a former 
concert musician who must 
hide in honky-tonks from an 
underworld past that catches 
up with him anyway. Sardonic 
and silly, sentimental and pro- 
found, it screens in a restored 
print at the Brattle Theatre, 40 
Brattle St, Cambridge | Decem- 
ber 17-21: 5:30 + 7:30 pm; late 
show December 18 @ 9:30 pm 

| 617.876.6837 or www. brattle- 
film.org. 


WHEN EN- 
GULFED SCHMALTZ 
Need a break from all the 
holiday uplift? New Repertory 
Theatre serves its annual 
cauldron of anti-cheer in the 
form of Joe Mantello’s stage 
adaptation of David Sedaris’s 
acerb THE SANTALAND 


Presented in New Rep’s inti- 
mate downstairs space, it’s 
the true if satirically embel- 
lished tale of the NPR super- 
pre-fame servitude 
an elf in Macy’s Santaland 
brigade, where he was sur- 
rounded by screaming kids, 
short-circuiting parents, and 
the holiday bureaucracy from 
Hell. That's at the Arsenal 
Center for the Arts, 321 Arse- 
nal St, Watertown | December 
17-January 4 | $30; $25 seniors; 
$15 students | 617.923.8487 or 
Www.newrTep.org. 


SANTA SLAYS 

So your cushy State Street 
middle-management spot 
kaput, your new job involves 
gluing envelopes together in 
an unventilated basement for 
$8 an hour, and your current 
meal plan consists of dented 
cans chipped beef purchased 
from Building 19. Sounds as 

if you could use a guffaw or 
two. Let Comedy Central vet 
Tony Moschetto and the rest of 
Lamont Price’s chuckle-huck- 
ing comics give your atrophied 
laugh muscles a workout with 
their show “HOW THE JOKERZ 
STOLE CHRISTMAS,” at Sweet- 
water Café, 3 Boylston Pl, Bos- 
ton | 8 pm | $10 | 617.351.2515 or 
http://myspace.com/lamont- 
price. 


JAZZ LORDS A-LEAPING 
Long one of the most creative 
musicians on the local scene, 
flutist/electronics wizard 
HIRO HONSHUKU puts his own 
jazz-inflected spin on holiday 
music (mixing jazz, Brazil- 
ian, and other influences) at 
Ryles, backed by a wonder- 
ful band: guitarist Gustavo 
Assis-Brasil, vibist Natalie 
Dietrich, bassist Alex Ray- 
mond Busby Smith, drum- 
mer Vinicius Pienasola, and 
guest violinist Rika Ikeda | 

212 Hampshire St, Cambridge 
|9 pm | $10 | 617.876.9330 or 
www. ryles.com. 


THIS ISSUE 

The GREATER BOSTON ALTER- 
NATIVE COMEDY FEST at the 
Paradise, Boston: see News + 
Features. 


THURSDAY 


DISNEY HIGH- 

SCHOOL DYNASTY 
North Shore Music Theatre 
puts the cash cow of Scrooge 
out to pasture this year, de- 


PUT COMIC THE HOT 
THIS 


DAVID 
WAIN 


pending instead for its holi- 
day dollars on the juggernaut 
Disney High School Musical fran- 
chise. More powerful than a 
speeding turkey and certain- 


known alliterate way 

that find totally terribly tor- 

rential. And with these beavers 

back Britain, it’s time jump 
with the Brits and just bounce the beave. 


WHAT DO YOU SUSPECT IS ACTUALLY THE CURE FOR 
THE COMMON COLD? The actual real cure is, you 
take pound gristle, grind your 
hand, put into pot, pour hot water 
infused with saffron, pee little 
bit, not enough make pungent, 
little pee-pee. Wrap tin foil, shake it, 
put the oven, pour some talcum powder 
it, take that whole thing, wrap but- 
ter, then throw away, drink some orange 
juice, and take nap. Works every time. 


FOR THE SEXY DAVID WAIN 2003 CALENDAR, HOW 
WOULD YOU POSE FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER? I 
would have hands pockets tight 
jeans. would have shirt off with careful- 
cropped chest hair glistening with little bit 
oil, but not too much, and would looking off 
the side say, pondering the coming 
fall” and “Who’s gonna bail out?” 


WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE FLAVOR? | guess . . . purple. 


LET’S SAY THAT YOU AND | ARE BEST FRIENDS WHO 
MAYBE HAVE MADE OUT A COUPLE OF TIMES, BUT IT 
NEVER REALLY MEANT ANYTHING. WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO GET ME FOR HANUKKAH? The truth is, 
there are many people who fit that descrip- 
tion life, and getting all these peo- 
ple who are that encyclopedia sports 
medicine. Largely because there was big stand 
them the back the Borders bookstore, 
the deal was not missed. 


DAVID WAIN, IN COMEDY TROUPE STELLA | Wilbur Theatre, Boston | 
December 11 @ 7:30 pm | 617.931.2000 or www.thewilburtheatre.com 


they could play nothing but back- 


and the shit would still sell out and beat the diapers off every band 
town who think they’re loud and/or bad-ass. True sneaky flutes know buy their 


Theatre, 62 Dunham Rd, Bev- 
erly | December 18~January 11 
| $65-$79; senior, youth dis- 
counts | 978.232.7200 or www. 
nsmt.org. 


GILDING THE LILY PAD 
One version or another of 
GERTZ/BERGONZI/KAUFMAN 


(as in bassist Bruce, tenorist 
Jerry, and drummer Bob) has 
been making the Lily Pad’s 
Thursday nights extra spe- 
cial. Bergonzi is simply one of 
the best saxophonists alive, 


THIS MORNING, SAW THE and Gertz and Kaufman are 
FOLLOWING HEADLINE estimable foils. more, 
ON CNN.COM: “BEAVERS these long-time collabora- 
BACK BRITAIN.” YOUR tors know one 
THOUGHTS? CNN is always Free a moves cold, and they still 


love to surprise one another 
— which means even better 
surprises for us. This will 
be your last chance to catch 
them at the Lily before they 
go on indefinite hiatus | 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
10 pM | $10 | 617.395.1393 or 
www .lily-pad.net. 


CHEEP THRILLS 

Robins are usually a sign of 
spring, but this one’s hop- 
ping out of the nest in De- 
cember because it’s just that 
demented. No doubt taking 
a cue from Wham City’s 
Baltimore Round Robin 

(in which bands encircle 
the audience, each playing 
one song in rotation), the 
BOSTON ROUND ROBIN’s 
performers play a 20-min- 
ute set each. Here's the 
press-time line-up: Truman 
Peyote, Peace & Quiet, Many 
Mansions, Big Blue Octo 
pus, Guatemala City, Dirt 
Circuit, Zayde Buti, Moon 
Climbs the Wall, and Frac 
tillian. Get birdhoused at 
Mass Art's Pozen Center, 621 
Huntington Ave, Boston | 8 
pm | free | www. lemming- 
trail.com/events/4247. 


CHRISTMAS BACH 

We were wondering whether 
any local outfit would be 
doing Bach's Christmas Ora- 
torio this year, and it seems 
not, but we're just as happy 
with the Bach program JOHN 
FINNEY and the HANDEL AND 
HAYDN SOCIETY ORCHESTRA 
AND CHORUS are offering 

— Cantata No. 191 (Gloria in 
excelsis Deo), Cantata No. 151 
(Siifer Trost, mein Jesus), and the 
magnificent Magnificat — at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsbor- 
ough St, Boston | 8 pm | $36- 
$75 | 617.266.3605 or www. 


Sara Faith Alterman 


ly sunnier than the Crinch, 
DISNEY HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 2 
is based on the 2007 sequel to 
the original Disney Channel 
movie | North Shore Music 
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Tricky flic 


Dick gets off easy Frost/Nixon 


_BY PETER KEOUGH 


BOSTON COMMON 


Notwithstanding his self-pitying prophecy 
after losing the 1962 California gubernatorial 
race, we'll always have Nixon to kick around. 
We'll never fully account for the man who 
singlehandedly undermined the Constitu- 
tion, destroyed our faith in government, and 
blighted the executive branch. How was 
we elected the bastard twice, the second time 
in a landslide? Robert Altman wrestled with 
this enigma the claustrophobic and bril- 
liant Secret Honor (1984), Oliver Stone in the un- 
derrated and nutty Nixon (1995). Now there’s 
Ron adaptation Peter Morgan’s 
2006 hit play Frost/Nixon, film that through 
equivocations, platitudes, and at least one 
showy performance transforms the legacy of 
the most malignant troll American history 
into a buddy movie. 

That said, Frost/Nixon, like many Ron 


DECEMBER 12, 2008 | ARTS + MUSIC + EVENTS | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


DOUBT Look for 
Streep and 
Philip Seymour 
Hoffman among 
the Oscar nomi- 
nees next month. 


EPIC COMBAT BETWEEN BATTERED TITANS? just two weasels hole? 


Howard movies, can be amusing when it 
doesn’t exasperate. Since the film ranges 
style from stagy sit-com, the performances 
and the dialogue most the work. Mi- 
chael Sheen’s David Frost conveys some the 
smarmy sardonic wit that gave 60s American 
audiences taste pre-Pythonite British 
snark. For years he’s been a star, but by 1974 
Frost is reduced to covering wacky stunts. 
Then he spots Nixon's resignation speech on 


TV. Four hundred million others are watch- 
ing too. Frost can get that man tele- 
vised one-on-one, his glory days will return. 

The grumpy ex-president (Frank Lan- 
gella), meanwhile, basking San Cle- 
mente and working with his agent, Swifty 
Lazar (Toby Jones), to get the best deal for his 
memoirs. When in 1977 the Frost offer comes 
through, the Tricky One sees an opportunity 
reinvent himself once again. 


As for Frost and his team, they spend a lot 
energy soliciting sponsors and network. 
seems that these innocent days univer- 
sal notoriety was not necessarily selling 
point. More important, divided 
the focus the interviews. Young hotheads 
like researcher James Reston (Sam Rockwell) 
want nail Nixon the wall and give the 
world the trial was denied Ford’s par- 
don. Frost, the other hand, the voice 
moderation. Let’s not sour the deal, he ad- 
vises after all, this about career, not 
historical justice. 

Okay, doesn’t say that but maybe 
Martin Scorsese had directed and not Ron 
Howard, might have and the story might 
have been pitched more about weasels 
fighting hole than epic combat 
between battered titans. Either way, it comes 
down Langella’s performance. Although 
he doesn’t sound like Nixon, he awkwardly 
inhabits his body in the same way as the 
original. But unlike the gargoyle remember, 
Langella’s Nixon exudes seductive charm 
and vulnerability. He’s the film’s chief virtue, 
and its biggest flaw. 

Near the end, boozy wee-hour phone 
call on the eve of the last and most crucial in- 
terview, Nixon confides to Frost that, yes, we 
are the same, you Although only one 
can win, are both despised underdogs 
treacherously destroyed elite phonies. 

Well, not really. Frost may have contrib- 
uted to the decline of broadcast journalism, 
but you can’t blame him for the slaughter of 
thousands Southeast Asia. The talk-show 
host (remember when that was term de- 
rision for journalists?) comes off the victor 
this round, but his adversary might win 
the long run. With apologetic films like Frost/ 
Nixon winning awards, and with the past 
administration still fresh in our memory, 
it could be that another “new Nixon” will 
emerge and be the One yet again. © 


Nun story 


John Patrick Shanley’s Doubt screen 


BY CAROLYN CLAY 


DOUBT 


KENDALL SQUARE 


ig pe riod pie 


ion of ct 4 lect 
Ss of child moles 
uspicion a 


clergy in the 1960s. Of course, there are 
those who will tell you there wasn’t much 
doubt in the original Doubt, in which Cherry 
Jones’s stooped Bronx giantess of a principal, 
Sister Aloysius, hounded Brian F. O’Byrne’s 
humane, hedonistic Father Flynn 
from the pulpit of St. Nicholas parish even 
as the Churc nt thawed in the shadow of 
Vatican Il. But what uncertainty there was 

1urch-school 


1an 


ing ram t 


th 
I 
to retain 


gment,” an enco 
z bravery of the title 
ts, in the film, area 


couple masterful character studies and 
power struggle in which no one loses but the 
winners are singed. 

Does help the film that replaces the 
play’s pointed discussion of parable — the 
favored preaching tool Father Flynn with 
heavy-handedly metaphorical meteorology in- 
cluding cataclysmic rain, rampaging autumn 
leaves, and nun-flattening winds of change? 
No. Neither does it contribute to the intended 
ambiguity to introduce us, however peripher- 
ally, Donald Muller, the lone black recruit 
to Sister Aloysius’s boot camp, over whose 
“well-being” the tooth-and-nail between rigid 
old-liner Aloysius and the warmer-hearted if 
clerically sexist Flynn is allegedly fought. 

But Oscar-winning screenwriter Shanley, 
whos ee nly previous film-directorial out 
was the 1990 flop Joe Versus the Volcano, pre- 
rity of his pl lay 
ogue of which transfers vert 
zh it’s hard to forgive him for by- 


serves the basic i 


both Streep and Hoffman present complex, 
flawed characters, ruddy offpu 


the near-bloody beef being consumed 
igarette-sucking priests one over-the-top 

scene, she as parched as the face the self- 

righteous old ascetic denies moisturizer. 

Whoever the subject the witch hunt 
kicked off minor physical incident and 
fueled Aloysius’s dislike the uncon- 
ventional young priest whose sins include 
sweet tooth and tolerance for such “heresies” 
as “Frosty the Snowman,” she is its real focus. 
Streep makes the character’s journey toward 

zealotry extraordinarily clear, 
Sister Aloysius, thwarted her gender 
and enraged by a thrown gauntlet or two, is 
further wedged into a corner she needs to be- 
lieve is blessed territory. 

Hoffman gives as good as he gets, playing 
the m ale- hierarchical card with assured arro- 
le at the same time nursing, some 
the full lips, graying gold, 
d eyebrows, a secret sorrow. Simpler 


ther, conveying in one scene all 
iatism her cloistered 
e allowed to float above, how- 
hey swat their wings, will 


eak your heart. © 
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The Pulitzer-winning play was called Doubt, juggernaut ke pages gy 
‘ : ‘ 1 2. Parables, however, work better with a can opener truggles : is the loss of innocence undergone by unin- 
in sermons than on celluloid. So, no sur Shanley did not, after ail, pen a whistle passing Jones, who probably won him half tended whistle blower Sister James, who's so 
: prise, even with playwright John Patrick blowing docudrama in the manner of Mi his Pulitzer, the thespian chops on view here expressively portrayed by Amy Adams that 
pal Shanley as both screenwriter and director chael Murphy’s Sin: A Cardinal Deposed. As he are sharp. C’mon, it’s Meryl Streep deploy- he hardly needs lines. And Viola Davis as 
seat ee the film version of Doubt, acted to an Oscar explains in the preface to the printed play, he ing an accent! And whether you buy into the Donald's mo 
1z7z-generating fare-thee-well, seems | intends, in our “culture of extreme advocacy, _ perplexity regarding Father Flynn’s“infringe- the anguish 

‘Did ‘ a metaphor for the virtues of uncertainty of confrontation, of jud ments” past or present, there’snodoubtthat counterparts 

than a lovir centered on the mium to the oft-isolatir ex, ever violentl 
tion by Catholic commodity. What he g ing both jar and br 


ELOQUENT NUDE: THE LOVE 


of 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
Lexi Alexander's install- 
ment of the comic-book 
series plays loose. 


AND LEGACY EDWARD 
WESTON CHARIS WILSON 


57 MINUTES | MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS: DECEMBER 13 + 20 


lan McCluskey’s exploration the legendary “mod- 
wife” collaboration between Modernist photo 
master Edward Weston and moneyed bohemian 
Charis Wilson casual incidental documen- 
tary but well-crafted display living history. 
Narration shared among various the couple’s 
relatives, associates, and biographers, and there’s 
Wilson herself, who at age 90 delivers a lucid, 
moving stream emotional memories from the 
resigned distance old age. The visuals comprise 
full-color establishing shots, archival stills, famil- 
iar Weston photographs, color interview footage, 
and dialogue-less location re-enactments shot 


CADILLAC RECORDS 

108 MINUTES BOSTON COM- 
MON FENWAY KENDALL 
SQUARE SUBURBS 


Instead telling the 


whole story of Chicago’s 
Chess Records, Cadillac 
Records writer/director 
Darnell Martin lets the 
music speak for itself 
while tiptoeing around the 


8mm and “antiqued” simulate period home mov- 
ies. Christine Bernsten (Wilson) and Barrett Rudich 
(Weston) look their parts and give convincingly can- 
did performances. The transitions among these ele- 
ments fluid, you sometimes lose track what 
looking which can distracting, but 
probably only if you’re determined to deconstruct 
McCluskey’s editing. Whether you view the result 
artful melding media confusing cluster 
of real and contrived documents, you'll understand 
and appreciate Wilson’s role as the muse to an 
emerging, often troubled, artistic talent. 

_Clif Garboden 


label’s most contentious Little Walter, and Chuck 
issue: did Berry? Chess often doled 
Chess (Adrien Brody), a out Cadillacs (hence the 
Jewish immigrant, deal title) lieu royalties, 
paternalistically withthe also championed 
likes of Howlin’ Wolf, 


the “race music” that was 


SHORT TAKES 


MOVIE REVIEWS BRIEF 


later repackaged rock 
and roll the British In- 
vasion. His shifty “family” 
relationship with Muddy 
Waters (a magnificent Jef- 
frey Wright) reveals less of 
the man than the seg- 
regated heyday of Chicago 
blues. Brody is too smooth 
for the role of a workaholic 
with a crush on Etta James 
(Beyoncé), but the ensem- 
ble, along with Martin’s 
smart script, convey a 
volatile mix of threat, ec- 
centricity, and accidental 
genius. An entertaining 
and insightful little film. 
Chris Wangler 


HOW ABOUT YOU 
90 MINUTES | KENDALL 
SQUARE 
In this insufferably famil- 
iar tale based on a story 
the bestselling Maeve 
Binchy, young Ellie (Hay- 
ley Atwell, Brideshead Revis- 
ited’s Julia) goes to work in 
failing retirement home 
England and learns 
wisdom from eccen- 
tric array over-acting 
retirees who include the 
usually venerable Vanessa 
Redgrave martini- 
swilling ex-actress. Each 
time one the old folk 
starts one those 
tiresome stories his 
her youth, the sappy mu- 
sic swells! How did this 
made-for-a-bad-night-of- 
TV movie, tastelessly di- 
rected by Anthony Byrne, 
hobble into the theaters? 
Gerald Peary 


NOTHING LIKE 

THE HOLIDAYS 

99 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
FRESH POND SUBURBS 
Alfredo Villa’s un- 
even regifting Home 
for the Holidays wraps up 
a Latin family Christ- 
mas familiar paper 
and bows. Things start 
out jolly enough when 
Jesse (Freddy Rodriguez) 
returns home from Iraq, 
but soon after, his mother 
(Elizabeth an- 
nounces she’s divorcing 


his father (Alfred Molina). 
From there, dysfunctional 
eruptions flicker like tree 
lights, with Jesse run- 
ning into the girl left 
behind, her new boy- 
friend, and an infant son 
who may or may not be 
his. Then there’s Jesse's 
yuppie brother, Mauricio 
(John Leguizamo), who’s 
married a tall, red-headed 
Jew (Debra Messing); 
when they’re pressed 
about when they might 
having children, fop- 
pish old Uncle Johnny 
(Luis Guzman) brands 
the potential kids-to-be 
“Sorta-Ricans.” But even 
when you pile on the 
salsa, a fruitcake’s still a 
fruitcake. 

Tom Meek 


PUNISHER: 
WAR ZONE 
107 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON FENWAY 
FRESH POND + SUBURBS 
The previous big-screen 
blow-ups The Punisher 
comic-book series took 
themselves far too seri- 
ously, and they came off 
stiff their square- 
jawed vigilante. 
plays loose. former 
commando turned Cosa 
Nostra terminator Frank 
Castle, Ray Stevenson 
pretty much what 
expect all business. 
But the endless deck of 
Jokers (and 1 do mean in 
the mold of Heath Led- 
ger and Jack Nicholson) 
makes the bloody jug- 
gernaut delectable. Like 
the badly disfigured don 
Jigsaw (Dominic West), 
working deal with 
the Russian mob. When 
Castle enters the picture, 
Jigsaw unleashes his hy- 
perbolic hit man, Loony 
Bin Jim, a/k/a LBJ (Doug 
Hutchison), one 
part Hannibal Lecter and 
all Don Rickles. Director 
Lexi Alexander, former 
karate champ who knows 
her way around ass 
kicking, keeps the pun- 
ishment level high. 

Tom Meek 


Be & + We 


STONEHAM THEATRE 


PRESENTS 


It’s Life 
November 28—December 21, 2008 


Stoneham 
THEATRE 


Ticket and information available 
the box office: 
781-279-2200 online 
stonehamtheatre.org 


BOSTON 


GAY 


STARS: 

CELEBRATION 

The 150 voices unite spine tingling harmony sing favorite carols and 
songs, plus hilarious antics. Don't miss Boston’s most inclusive holiday concerts. 
Sun. Dec 2pm 

Fri. Dec 8pm 

Sat. Dec. 8pm 


Sun. Dec. 8pm 


JORDAN HALL TIX: $15-$45 
CALL 617-542-SING VISIT WWW.BGMC.ORG 


Take virtual trip 
England 
Sor the 


holidays 


the Winter Solstice performances: matinees evenings 
SANDERS THEATRE 


with traditional music, University, Cambridge 


dance, and 
carols the 
English 
inspired the novels 
Thomas Hardy 
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EDGE 


FOR XBOX 360 AND PLAYSTATION 
RATED FOR TEEN 


FAITH-BASED Combat takes back seat navigating treacherous environments using 
only the heroine’s physical skills. 


Cracks 
the Mirror 


Edge like free-running broken glass 


_BY MITCH KRPATA 


Mirror's Edge game you may need 

to play twice: once to learn how it 
works, and second time enjoy it. 
derived pleasure from single run 
through the story campaign, perplexed 
was about what was supposed and 
how was supposed it. This game 
war with itself it’s its pieces had 
been constructed by disparate development 
groups, each with a different idea. 
The individual elements are good, 
sometimes even great; the assembly 
barely holds together. 

It gets off to a promising start, 
the not-so-original premise out- 
law couriers resist oppressive 
government being redeemed 
slick Forget the muted HOT TIP 
grays and browns of most dystopian ‘ 
game worlds the city 
Edge gleams bright, white, and spot- 
less. Most the action takes place 
skyline level, even the repeti- 
tive nature of the visuals is offset by 
dizzying sensation height. instead feels you were driving 

Against this backdrop, you a Ferrari and having to stop for a red 
play as Faith, one of the most skilled run- light every So feet. 
ners, who stumbles onto a nefarious plot Besides the story, Mirror's Edge has a time- 
and spends all her time fleeing the state trial mode, and that comes much closer to 
police. Mirror's Edge’s inspiration lies in the realizing the potential of the game’s first- 
way you control Faith. The game amounts person parkour mechanics. This mode carves 
platformer played from first-person the story maps into individual race tracks; 
perspective. Combat takes a back seat to you have to hit a series of checkpoints, but the 
navigating treacherous environments us- route you take is up to you. The time trials feel 
ing only Faith’s physical abilities: jumping, more like a playground than does the story 
climbing, sliding, and so on. mode, and they emphasize environmental 

It’s great idea, and implemented with interaction rather than the kind action se- 
acontrol scheme that’s both simple andro- quences we've all played a thousand times be- 
bust. Instead mapping Lacking lower-level goals much replay- 
separate buttons, Mirror's Edge relies on con- ability (unless you’re insanely competitive), 
text-sensitive commands, usually withjust they don’t offer enough for a whole game, but 
two buttons — one for upward movement they hint at what could, and should, be done 
and one for downward. Dependingon what with the Mirror's Edge engine. It would be a 
objects are around, and whether she’s mov- shametoleaveitlikethis. © 


ing, the same button can make Faith jump, 
run wall, climb onto ledge, vault 
low object. Although the game can stingy 
about collision detection, overall the system 
works well. 

The bad news that the design the 
story campaign never gives you any breathing 
room enjoy the free-running. Its insis- 
tence one high-octane chase scene after 
another deprives you the time you 
need get comfortable with 
abilities. The path rarely clear, 
even with Faith’s “runner vision,” 
which highlights interactive objects 
red. Stopping briefly reconnoi- 
ter usually brings trigger-happy 
cops to cut you down. Misjudging a 
maneuver even fraction brings 
Faith swift whether you 
land wrong, mistime a jump, or ac- 
cidentally brush a wall. You get the 
sense supposed cruising 
through free-flowing sequence 
graceful acrobatic maneuvers, but 
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_BY CAROLYN CLAY 


the season for regifting, 
and the practice rife area 
stages. Oratorio (pre- 
sented the American Reper- 
tory Theatre at the Loeb Drama 
Center through January 3), new-vaudeville 
scion Aurélia Thierrée recycles mother Vic- 
toria Chaplin’s surreal and winsome acro- 
batics, proving herself practitioner once 
removed twice you count grandsire 
Charlie Chaplin. In All About Christmas Eve (at 
Machine through January 3), Ryan Landry 
channels his inner Bette Davis, turning her 
into gaily bedecked second-hand present. 
And Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The 
Musical (at the Wang Theatre through De- 
cember 28) takes delightful nugget 
Seussian whimsy and swaddles layers 
superfluous wrap. So, which these used 
Yule offerings should you deign accept? 


long, and 20 or 30 are delightful. For 
openers, the Aurelia the title, daughter 
cirque nouveau pioneers Chaplin and Jean- 
Baptiste Thierrée, emerges limb lissome 
limb from squat dresser parked most- 
ly bare stage framed by voluminous red 
curtains. But first, smoke drifts out top 
drawer from the cigarette, 
happens. Then hand emerges encase 
foot red high-heel before the latter 
appendage can slam drawer shut. head 
arches from lower drawer two feet peek 
from the uppers, the spikes their scarlet 
slippers clicking like Dorothy’s. Various ap- 
pendages, seen slinking out apertures 
the bureau unlikely juxtaposition, seem 
signal spectacular unseen contortion 
within — until the whole body emerges, 
extra leg, extra hand, and all. It’s a deli- 
cious illusion that’s cheekily debunked in 
the end. 

There are other such roughhewn and 
magical triumphs studded into the Orato- 
rio, a dream scenario performed by Thierrée 
and dancer Jaime Martinez to continuous 
recorded music more redolent piercing 
strings and Gypsy jazz than 
lifesize puppet theater emerges from the 
shadows, and in a snowstorm of scrolling 
lace, Thierrée menaced hinged, 
square-headed figure with digits like 
Edward Scissorhands’. The heroine’s leg 
unravels and she furiously knits back 
together. Her head appears as a lone, sev- 
ered Judy entertaining an unruly audience 
of antique puppets. There is also a fair 
amount filler which the 
players pull endlessly endless swaths 
red cloth battle with anthropomor- 
phized clothing. 


Regifting 


Aurelia’s Oratorio; All About Christmas Eve; 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical 


ALL ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Most of this Gold 
Dust Orphans pro- 
duction lifted 
from the 
Bette Davis film and 
sent winter camp. 


At its best, Aurelia’s Oratorio recalls the 
shows which Thierrée cut her teeth, her 


parents’ Cirque Imaginaire and Cirque Invisible, 


each which played the ART twice between 


1987 and 1993. The elder Thierrée was the droll 


French clown and Chaplin was the aerialist, 
wirewalker, and transformer into magi- 

cal beasts. Their daughter lacks the young 
Chaplin’s prodigious circus skills and 

the new vaudeville that preceded Cirque 
Soleil longer new. Still, Chaplin has 
created some indelible images for 
Oratorio, more than few including brief 
bits where, for example, a kite skittles 
across the floor human inspired 
medizval drawings upside-down 
world. They, rather than Aurelia, whose 
charm exceeds her craft, are the show. 


Lower your brow, not your expecta- 

tions, you fly the sleigh across the 
river for mix classic cinema and Gold 
Dusted drag All About Christmas Eve, the lat- 
est entrée ham-fisted fusion cuisine from 
Ryan Landry and the Gold Dust Orphans. 
Boston the Tinseltown this Christmas 
transfer of the Oscar-winning 1950 Joseph 
L. Mankiewicz film in which Bette Davis 
immortally cautioned folks, “Fasten your 
seatbelts, it’s going bumpy night.” 
Landry’s Margo Channing, her coiffure 
shoulder-length halo auburn curls, her 


HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS! Better 
than the movie, but still a show-biz boulder. 


ORATORIO It's mere minutes long, and are delightful. 


painted lips permanent twist approximat- 
ing Davis’s signature sneer, reflects, along 
with other familiars from the famous film, 
the road that has brought ruthless Eve 
Harrington from stage-door obsequiousness 
receipt what here (in honor the Or- 
phans’ subterranean Ramrod Center for the 
Performing Arts) the Ramrod Society Award 
for her bouncy ride Christmas vehicle 
titled No, No, Nativity. 

Well, spare the Ramrod and spoil the in- 
ner naughty child. Except for the disco-cho- 
reographed sacrilege that No, No, Nativity 
(worth the price of admission), there are few 
surprises, either substantive or technical, in 
All About Christmas Eve, most of which is lifted 
straight from the film and sent winter 
camp. But the show puerile and lively 
as most Orphans fare, and Landry, in push- 
ing Davis’s Channing over the top, proves 
that this territory which measurement 
is exponential. There is a twist in Judge 
Brackish critic Addison DeWitt’s exposure 
of the title character (and in her reaction 
to it), but devoted fans of the film will find 
themselves on the street where they live, 
with just a few new scenic landmarks and, 
course, merrily degraded sense “there 
goes the neighborhood.” 

The cartoon scenery is amusing, and 
since Channing starring not ante- 
bellum melodrama but holiday travesty 
called Party on the Pole, both she and Penny 
Champayne’s Eve get appear fur bikinis 
accessorized reindeer antlers. was disap- 
pointed the relative lack those V-necked, 
off-the-shoulder numbers that make the 
women in the film look like linebackers. 
Then again, Afrodite, wife 
Karen Richards, is an improvement on Ce- 
leste Holm the interest department, and 
which she does mimic battle with 
her own voiceover is hilarious. As usual, 
Champayne introduces subtlety rare 
Orphan shows kugel the Christmas 
table her characterization. And Olive 
Another brings loopy slovenliness, not 
mention moustache, Channing factotum 
Birdie that might make Thelma Ritter sue. 


Ritter ought to have to belly up to the 
bar behind Dr. estate, which 
has perhaps been fed enough roast beast 


stuffed with greenbacks to quell its outrage 
the show-biz boulder being rolled across 
the beloved children’s author’s quirky holi- 
day-heist tome in the overblown Dr. Seuss’ 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical. The 
slim 1957 volume that turned Scrooge into 

paunchy red-eyed ostrich for whom Yule- 
tide unwelcome tsunami washing 
gifts and good cheer the snowy shores 

of Whoville was in 1966 memorably turned 
into 26-minute entertainment directed 
Chuck Jones and featuring the voice of Bo- 
ris Karloff. That animated approximation, 
which offered Albert Hague’s slinky musical 
McNugget “You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 
along with one other song with lyrics by Dr. 
Seuss, got the job done admirably that 
has turned up on TV for 42 years. But why 
stay home when you can dress the kids 
and mosey them down the Wang for 
minutes blandly tuneful overkill? 

Not that you have to listen to this Scrooge 
among scribblers. Conceived Old Globe 
honcho Jack O’Brien, at whose San Diego 
theater it’s in its 11th year, this stage adapta- 
tion broke Broadway box-office 
records in 2006 and 2007. And it is certainly 
an improvement on the 2000 Ron Howard 
film that starred Jim Carrey trying way too 
hard and saddled the Grinch with a Freudian 
backstory well bad case entertain- 
ment-industry elephantiasis. 

Compared with that, the show view 
the Wang Japanese flower arrangement 
heavy the holly. Moreover, towering Ice- 
landic actor Stefan Grinch serves 
a perfect plate of green ego and ham for the 
toddler set as he slithers down a neon-red 
proscenium his green mange, brandishes 
his bristly fingers like knives, and makes 
the sort rude noises and faces that delight 
small children. But for the most part, the 
musical both tedious and cute, its sac- 
charine Whos inexplicably costumed to look 
like ducks and waddling. Librettist/lyricist 
Timothy Mason's rhymes are inferior to Dr. 
Seuss’s. And the generic score attached to 
the two Hague/Seuss songs by Mel Marvin 
smacks much Annie that sweet-spirited 
Cindy Lou Who and the suddenly sappy 
green hermit come seem like the epony- 
mous orphan and Daddy Warbucks turned 
the colorofhiscash. 
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SARA FAITH ALTERMAN 


The comedy world owes a lot to Bos- 

ton. Without us, there’d Denis 
Leary, no Lenny Clarke, no Dane Cook — 
and, when you come right down to it, no 
Jay Leno (Andover-raised, Emerson grad). 
This Monday at Showcase Live in Foxbor- 
ough, comedian Steven Wright one 
the forefathers the local comedy scene, 
and comedian revered his peers will 
honored the first inductee into the 
Boston Comedy Hall Fame. 

thought was important start 
the Boston Comedy Hall Fame that 
could pay proper homage the Boston 
comedians who have worked hard and pre- 
sented unique voice the art stand-up 
comedy,” says Boston city councilor John 
Tobin, who conceived the idea. “Steven 
showed another path for Boston come- 
dians, outside of the clubs. When he ap- 
peared The Tonight Show with Carson, 
was like climbing Mount Everest. He’s got 
so much universal respect from people.” 

“I think a hall of fame is a good idea,” 
says Wright. “A lot of good comedians 
came out of Boston besides me.” 

Sprung from the depths of Cambridge’s 
artistically fruitful Ding Ho Comedy Club 
in the late 1970s/early 1980s, Wright shot 
notoriety with his crisp and twisted 
wryness and lethargic wit. That appear- 
ance on The Tonight Show in 1982 cata- 
pulted him into the national spotlight, 
where he flourished, releasing ac- 
claimed comedy albums and mak- 
ing film and television 
appearances, earning Crammy 
nomination and an Academy ‘ 
Award (the 1989 Best Short Subject Os- . 
car went “The Appointments Den- 


nis Jennings,” which he co-wrote and ™ 


acted in) along the way. 

Choosing Wright the first 
Hall of Fame inductee was a no- 
brainer for Tobin, who says that 
had Wright turned him 
down, he would have aban- 
doned the idea altogether. 
Wright shrugs that off. “I 
think if I’d said no, they 
should have just asked 
someone else. | actually 
look forward to the next 
people they honor.” Tobin 
hopes there will be years 
“next people” honor- 
ing the decades of come- 
dic talent that was culti- 
vated here in Boston. 

So how has stand- 
has changed since 
Wright first took that 
historic Carson stage? He 
says that though the process 
has progressed through tools 
like MySpace and YouTube, 
the tenets comedy remain 


Wright 


The Comedy Hall Fame picks winner 


the same. “It still all comes down writ- 

ing and performing. Those things have 
changed how you can get known. There’s 
not one thing like The Tonight Show any- 
more, where one night can change your 
life. But don’t think the actual experience 
of performing has changed.” 

The induction itself will more show 
than ceremony. collection Wright’s 
comedic peers will perform among them 
Don Gavin, Lenny Clarke, Kenny Roger- 
son, Steve Sweeney, Mike Donovan, Barry 
Crimmins, Mike McDonald, and Fran 
Solomita with Boston native Tony 
host. All proceeds will benefit the Boston 
Comedy Hall Fame Fund, non-profit 
organization that Tobin created help co- 
medians in need. 

“There are lot comedians out there 
who are living without health insurance, 
regardless of the state law,” the city coun- 
cilor says. “They can’t afford it. In a lot of 
cases, when a comedian gets really sick, 
the first ones that step up to help them are 
their colleagues.” © 


BOSTON COMEDY HALL FAME INDUCTION 

Showcase Live, Patriot Place, Foxborough 
BostonComedyHallofFame.com 


ESSNTIALS 
the age 
of MySpace 
and YouTube, 
a Wright says, 
comedy “still 
all comes down 
performing.” 
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a Bostonians like 
Taylor Davis weight 
the scene toward 


vision for Boston art 


_BY GREG COOK 


“TAYLOR DAVIS: 
ABT” 


SAMSON PROJECTS, 450 HARRISON AVE, BOSTON | 
THROUGH DECEMBER 13 


“THIS BOSTON, 
NOT LA” 


“BOSTON DOES 
BOSTON 


ROOF, 516 EAST SECOND ST, SOUTH BOS 


1982, group local hardcore punk 
bands released what would turn out to be 
a landmark compilation album, This Is Bos- 
ton, Not L.A. The hardcore scene was very 
territorial, and the title the album, 
taken from the Freeze song the record, 
was seen challenge and F-you 
the prominence Los Angeles and Wash- 
ington hardcore, as well as a call to Bosto- 
nians to assert their own local (musical) 
identity. Now comes “This Is Boston, Not 
LA” LaMontagne Gallery take that 
old title sort manifesto what 
Boston art can be. 

There are three modus operandi that 
local artists bunch around today: deadpan 
set-up photos; new-media explorations; 
and rigorous conceptually driven installa- 
tions, often with video performance. 
There are outliers, course, and the vi- 
sionary expressionist painting that began 
here in the ’30s continues, and a cluster 
lush decorative pattern painters 
forming. But the photo, new-media, and 
installation folks are most prominent. 
And they weight the scene toward an 2s- 
thetic that’s serious and angsty. 

Take the work of Bostonian Taylor 
Davis, who won the 2001 ICA Artist Prize 
and was included the 2004 Whitney 
Biennial. She comes out of classic hard- 
core Minimalism, making stuff like 
wood-and-mirrors version typical 
shipping pallet. Her current show 
Samson Projects, “N W rk Ab t,” offers 
esoteric sculpture the edge between 
art and carpentry: iron rod rising 
from two crossed wood planks; plywood 
screen; beaver-gnawed log inside spin- 
nable wood box; log milled flat two 
sides but otherwise left raw. It epitomizes 


BASKETBALL AND HARDCORE Derek Red 
Auerbach one the '80s-Celtics images LaMontagne. 


a certain branch of Boston art (the kind 
that, say, the ICA tends to reward): cold, 
rigorous, smart, dry, and (too often) kind 
boring. 


The 22-artist line-up “This Bos- 

ton, Not LA” suggests different 
Boston art (though note that a number of 
the artists are former Bostonians), a scene 
fueled rock and roll and nostalgia 
that includes Larry Bird’s Celtics and the 
sort murals you might have painted 
the side your tricked-out van back then. 
The big difference attitude. It’s vision 
Boston scene that makes you want 
throw your hands and flash the 
horns salute: yes! 

Raising the banner Saman- 
tha Moyer, who grew Boston but 
now lives in Brooklyn. She leans three 
stretched flags against one another 
form sort teepee atop California 
state flag laid on the floor. (Take that!) 
The three flags lobster with the slo- 
gan “Welcome,” Red Sox banner, and 
the Irish tricolor represent the three- 
legged stool (white) Boston identity. 

Moyer’s work fits into a national sculp- 
ture trend that’s little seen here: scatter 
art (or, if you’re snarky: scatter trash), 


which draws seemingly 
random assemblages 
found objects. Other ex- 
amples in the show include 
white blob standing 
steel rods and wood plank 
Miles Huston (grew 
in Boston, now studying at 
Yale) and a bent-steel-and- 
Plexiglas thingamajig from 
Hyde Parkers Alexi Antona- 
dis and Nico Stone. 
j The show also taps 
into Boston's illustrationy 
painting scene, whose 
sole local outlet tends to be 
Space 242 (thank you, cura- 
tor Ami Bennitt). Derek 
Aylward of Dedham offers 
catchy portraits ci- 
gar-puffing Red Auerbach 
and the mid-1980s Celtics 
line-up. His style is flat, 
loose, a bit painterly, with 
inspirations from mid-cen- 
tury modern and (it seems) 
Dana Schutz. Jonas Wood, 
who grew Boston but 
now lives in LA, contrib- 
utes similarly styled pen- 
cil drawing Larry Bird. 

Bostonian Cristi 
Rinklin impresses with 
a dreamy blue painting 
sharply outlined smoke curls float- 
ing atop blurry water clouds. Andrew 
Mowbray of Boston (Rinklin’s husband), 
whose work fits into Boston’s installa- 
tion style, contributes snazzy, typically 
well-crafted star quilt patched together 
from Tyvek sheeting. 

Leading the rock side things Bos- 
tonian Joe Wardwell, whose painting 
Change floats the lyrics “And this 
bird never change” (from Lynyrd 
Skynyrd’s ultimate rock anthem, “Free 
Bird,” of course) in front of rosy moun- 
tains and green fields. From series 
rock-lyrics-floating-above-landscapes 
paintings he’s been doing the past 
couple years, it’s very close 
text paintings, but Wardwell 
replaces cool non sequiturs with 
cozy, schmaltzy Hudson River School-ish 
landscapes and the macho power chords 
rock and roll (note the psychedelic let- 
tering). It’s sexy and silly, and probably 
the best work he’s done. 

Rebecca Boston native who 
ran Secénd Gallery here but now toils in 
art school in Chicago (please come back). 
Her installation Rock; Pop, Classic features 
a pair of black pennants (made from 
pieced-together black sweatshirts) hung 


an esthetic that’s 
serious and angsty 


th 


above a black stereo system (turned on, 
but silent) flanked four black poles. 
The stereo rests on rolled-up black T- 
shirts. feels like powerful and vague- 
ly eerie shrine to the music you listened 
to in your room at night as a teen. 

Julia Hechtman, who arrived here 
from Chicago a bit over a year ago and 
now, with Kara Braciale, runs Proof Gal- 
lery in Second Gallery’s old space, con- 
tributes a grid of 16 head shots of dudes 
playing air guitar her studio. Their 
eyes are closed and their mouths are open 
in a hum or howl, as if they were in holy 
rock-and-roll ecstasy. 

What makes “This Is Boston” so sat- 
isfying is the taste of owner Russell 
LaMontagne and director Emily Isen- 
berg, their knack for snagging artists 
best work, for providing just enough 
of a theme to hold the disparate pieces 
together (but not batter you over the 
head), and for play. Rather than early 
"80s hardcore, the show's mix of atti- 
tude, chops, and fun reminds me of the 
late-’80s Boston band the Pixies. Which 
is not a bad band to use as the lodestar 
for a movement. 


Down the street, Proof has its own 

round-up local talent: “Boston 
Does Boston II.” Bennitt picked five 
Bostonians, who then chose five other 
locals to join them in the show. There 
are some overlaps with the LaMontagne 
show, such as another (but not quite as 
good) Wardwell rock-lyrics landscape. 
Mowbray presents a video that shows 
him standing atop big lazy susan 
a South Boston rooftop. He’s strapped 
into giant revolving-cup anemometer 
holding big windvane and spinning 
bit the wind. wish the sculptures 
used the performance were here, 
but even if they were, I’m not sure that 
Mowbray’s subject (weather, general) 
enough hold me. 

Darren Foote fashions table and desk 
lamp out of black walnut, with rods radi- 
ating from the lamp they were rays 
light. The piece exquisitely crafted, 
but the subject bit cutesy. recent 
years, John Guthrie has made excellent, 
bright, hard-edged abstract paintings. 
don’t much care for his black-and-white 
watercolor here, which seems like a 
value-painting exercise combined with 
Morris Louis abstraction. It's like much of 
the show: okay work with potential that 
makes me want to see where the artists 
will go next. © 
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Strong spirits 


Jack Spicer’s poems from Mars 


_BY WILLIAM CORBETT 


VOCABULARY 
DID THIS ME: THE 
COLLECTED POETRY 
JACK SPICER 


EDITED BY PETER CIZZi AND KEVIN KILLIAN | 
WESLEYAN | 496 PAGES | $35 


Jack Spicer died in 1965, age of 40, of acute 
alcoholism. His last words, spoken on his 
deathbed to the poet Robin Blaser, were, 
“My vocabulary did this to me.” Spicer 
believed that words are magic, that they 
have the power to “do” good and harm to 
people. also believed that his poems 
were dictated to him by Martians and that 
he, like all poets, was a radio transmit- 
ting the messages he received. A passion- 
ate baseball fan, he asserted, “Poets think 
they are pitchers, but they are really 
catchers.” He had a sense of humor, but 
he meant to define the muse for 20th-cen- 
tury American poets. 

Peter Gizzi and Kevin Killian — poets, 
and the most knowledgeable and dedicat- 
Spicereans have brought together 
all the known Spicer poems one place 
and given American poetry essential 
book. Not that Spicer for the common 
reader. God forbid. His poetry like 
potent spirits; you don’t always 
have taste for it, but when you do, 


J 


the only drink that will do. It’s not easy 
like Spicer’s work. can cutting, 
nasty, self-pitying extreme, the 
smartest one in the room, and a master- 
ful, cruel putdown artist. That these are 
strengths not paradoxical. Spicer was 
not interested paradox. Taking dicta- 
tion from “Martians” allowed him get 
away with murder, and after reading 
him, you may feel that much American 
poetry fake, the quality its emotions 
bland as baby food. 

“Sweet God, poetry hates Boston,” 
Spicer wrote. spent much his life 
in the San Francisco area, a co-founder of 
the Beat-nurturing Six Gallery, but dur- 
ing 1955-1956 he lived in the Hub, where 
his poet friends were the other side, the 
dark side, of Robert Lowell’s Beacon Hill: 
John Wieners, Joe Dunn, Steven Jonas, 
and Blaser. He worked briefly at the Bos- 
ton Public Library and later claimed that 
while there accidentally broke the 
back of the library’s only copy of the Bay 
Psalm Book. True or not, he was an anar- 
chist and respecter convention 
the dead hand of tradition. He watched 
“the corpse Emily Dickinson floating 
the Charles River,” where saw 5000 
fish die: 


But watch those upturned eyes 

That gleam like own candles the 
sun. Nothing 

Deserves live. 


almost impossible quote Spicer 
any useful way. wrote lots stand- 
alone poems, but the serial poem was 
his preferred form, separate but linked. 
Someone has described reading the parts 
as like going from one room into another 
with the lights going out behind you. 
quote them to advantage would leave no 
room for this review — an outcome he 

ld have applauded. 
and Killian claim for 
nd lasting effect on a diverse 


ers nationally and interna- 


You expect 
advertise a book 


y may well be right, b 


is that Spicer’s effect is not so 
easy to recognize. He would 
have loathed the thought 
poets writing Jack Spicer 
poems. Those who might 
write like him are fora 
withering squawk from 
their Martians. receive 
Spicer’s effect doubt 
tonic for some poets 
must abjure “the big lie 
the personal” favor 
the poems their an- 
tennae pick from the 
airwaves. 
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iVamos rock! 


‘Rock rides new East Coast wave Latino music 


FRANKLIN SOULTS 


Spanish phrase “De donde 
can translated two ways. 

question means, “Where 

are you from?” phrase, 

means simply, “from where you 
are.” Cordero leave the question mark off 
their fourth album, Donde Eres (Blood- 
shot), but the English translation www. 
corderomusic.com uses the interrogatory 
form. It’s trifle, maybe, but Cordero sing- 
er-songwriter Ani Cordero admits, left 
out the punctuation on purpose.” 

This Friday, Cordero headline Casa de La 
Cultura/Center for Latino Arts’ “Rock Es- 
Festival 2,” four-act bill the South 
End’s striking Jorge Hernandez Cultural 
Center, which housed century-old 
church. happens, Ani Cordero was 
born Boston, the eldest daughter 
Puerto Rican pediatrician who was finish- 
ing his residency the old Boston City 
Hospital, just down the road from the Jorge 
Hernandez, and embarking master’s 
public health Harvard. Her mom was 
expert autism who would later team 
with her husband during his long ten- 
ure the Center for Disease Control At- 
lanta, where Ani grew up. few years ago, 
her parents returned Puerto Rico her 
dad could become a dean at the University 
Puerto Rico Medical School, where her 
parents first met and played music togeth- 
er, even recording an album of traditional 
tuna ballads. Donde Eres Cordero’s first 
album sung entirely Spanish, 
also the group’s warmest and most inviting 
disc, matter what language you speak 
perhaps part because Ani composed 
her mother’s old tuna guitar. 

all this somehow makes sense the 
indeterminate album title, then consider 
that the revolving question/statement 
also fitting for the festival. Rock espanol 
is renowned mostly for Latin imports (and 
perhaps few homegrown Chicano groups, 
like Ozomatli). The four acts on this bill, 
however, raise new questions identity 
even they provide answers. Together, they 
represent new wave rock cen- 
tered the East Coast’s immigrant capital, 
New York City. Ani Cordero formed Cordero 
there with her husband, drummer Chris 
Verene, after an aborted Arizona stint with 
indie-rock vet Howe Gelb, Giant Sand 
fame. Venezuelan jazz-folk-experimental- 
ist Juancho Herrera has made Brooklyn his 
home, 25 years after coming to the states to 
study Berklee. Fellow Venezuelan pop- 
electronica experimenter Rafael fol- 
lowed a similar route (Toronto-Boston-NYC), 
though his draw was initially affair 
the heart. And Soulsa are made classic- 
rock vets from the Dominican neighborhood 
NYC’s Washington Heights who turned 


Afro-Cuban rhythms only after life had soft- 
ened their ears to its appeal. 

The divergent sounds these groups make 
hardly fits the aggressive, all-but-the-kitch- 
en-sink style often associated with rock 
Alex Alvear, performance and 
production manager the Center for Latino 
Arts, points out, “It’s not that see this 
and able put label that compares 
any other mainstream artist. mean, 
has the edge rock, but has totally dif- 
ferent sound well.” 

For that matter, Alvear comes from this 
new mold himself. With his long and wavy 
brown mane, open-necked black shirt, and 
handsome silver jewelry, this 46-year-old 
Ecuadorian immigrant looks striking 
his résumé reads. bassist, performs 
with his group Mango Blue everywhere 
from the Fireplace Brookline to, this New 
Year’s, the Blue Frog in Mumbai. (Yes, that 
Mumbai.) As a composer, he has contributed 
everything from public television 
upcoming movie his brother Miguel, 
Ecuadorian filmmaker. 

Despite his achievements, Alvear ex- 
presses frustration with the plight musi- 
cians working outside the college-rock cir- 
cuit his adopted home town years. 
“It’s almost like joke now. Because you 
meet great musician, you are able work 
with him her for couple years, they 
graduate from school, and there’s nothing 
Boston has offer them. And they get the 
hell out Dodge.” 


Alvear saw it, this plight was mak- 
ing the mission the Center for Latino 
Arts project Inquilinos Boricuas 
all the more urgent. looked 
around to find a musical style that could 
teach and reach at once. Most Latino 
music simply divided the audience into 
national subsets. The one overarching 
exception was rock The lo- 
cal promoter who usually gets credit for 
making this umbrella tag work Chris- 
tian Hinojosa, a Peruvian journalist who 
came here to live with a cousin in 2002. 
Three days after moving, landed job 
reporter for the Boston bi-lingual 
newspaper Mundo, and within two 
years he’d organized his first monthly 
event featuring “alternative Latin-Ameri- 
can rock and pop.” Named after Manu 
Chao song, “Clandestino” now regularly 
draws upward 500 university students 
and others hear live Latino bands 
different venues. 

“Not many Latin Americans want some- 
thing beyond radio hits,” writes Hinojosa 
e-mail exchange. “But don’t play 
these. prefer independent music that 
has spirit, shows brain activity, and takes 
some risks. Sometimes our crowd 
doesn’t have any idea what they are danc- 
ing to (even when they are Latinos), but 
that’s part the spirit and the subtext 
the mission tolerance.” 

It’s wonder succeeds the im- 
ported music Hinojosa features his Web 


ERES? The vets Soulsa turned Afro-Cuban rhythms only after 


life had softened their ears it. 


DONDE ERES Venezuelan 
jazz-folk-experimentalist Juancho 
Herrera has made Brooklyn his 
home after coming the States 
25 years ago to study at Berklee. 


site (www.clandestino.us) is generally hip, 
edgy, vivacious, eclectic, and supremely 
danceable. (The Web site and his Facebook 
page also feature professional-quality 
videos, with beautiful young attendees 
declaring their various nationalities to 

an equally attractive reporter.) Given this 
success, the December 12 “Clandestino” 

Tommy Doyle’s Harvard Square may 
undercut attendance “Rock Espanol 
2.” Hinojosa calls the date “problematic 
coincidence” that arose because of booking 
constraints. also admits declining 
partner with Alvear “Rock Espanol 
after “tried help” the first festival 
two years ago. “The low turnout just con- 
firmed the limitations doing this kind 
of event in this city,” he writes. 

The scene that Hinojosa tapped into, 
however, perhaps larger than either 
Alvear first realized. Alvear recently con- 
nected with Pedro Morales, former owner 
Mama Café Central Square. 
According to Morales, while Hinojosa 
was first creating his 
gigs, bands were forming Latino com- 
munities across the state, often among 
undocumented laborers. Morales helped 
organize concerts, and eventually he landed 
underground radio show with the East 
Boston community arts organization Zu- 
“All kinds bands were coming out 
the blue,” he writes in an e-mail — among 
them an Uruguayan trio from Fitchburg 
called Fuser, Dedos from Lawrence, and La 
Chusma from East Boston. Morales now 
belongs promotion company called 
Zubterraneo/Rock Pueblo. “We are not 
in it for the money or for fame; we wan* 
honor those who left their places out 
need and became beasts burden far- 
away land survive.” 

Needless say, these bands hardly have 
the choice getting out Dodge. Alvear 
and Morales plan bring this local erup- 
tion the Jorge Hernandez Center for future 
festivals. the artists’ diverse back- 
grounds, it’s hard hit single reason 
for the breakout. can’t really pinpoint 
myself,” says Ani Cordero. “Maybe because 
there’s more Latinos here that are not just 
brand new, you know, that are mixing the 
traditions their parents with the sounds 
they grew with also, the States. mean 
that’s why it, you know. can’t speak for 
everybody else.” But they seem plenty ready 
speak for themselves. 


“ROCK EN ESPANOL 2,” FEATURING CORDERO 
+ JUANCHO HERRERA + SOULSA + RAFAEL 
GOMEZ Casa Cultura, Hernandez 
Cultural Center, West Newton St, Boston 
617.927.1739 www.iba-etc.org/claboston 
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thing 


Fred Frith and Cosa Brava 


try songs for change 


TED 


missed it. There are things you 
can achieve in a band that you 
don’t get any other way. 
band rehearses lot before 
the stuff gets put front 
people, and then over the 
iin course of a tour, the material 
develops and expands. Last 
April, Cosa Brava did con- 
certs days eight coun- 


tries, and the band became 

unique entity beyond what 

posed. the end it’s all about 


STRING THEORY “What you're rehearsing isn't just 
material. It's the whole sound, the atmosphere you 
want to create, the story you want to tell.” 


takes sense humor put alligator 

Clips the strings guitar that 
notes sound like shattering glass, and co- 
found band with the punny name Henry 
Cow. it’s surprise that Fred Frith, 
one the world’s leading improvising musi- 
cians and wildly inventive composer, would 
form group called Cosa Brava. 

The name Frith’s new quintet, who 
play the Institute Contemporary Art’s 
“New Music Now” series this Friday, means, 
roughly, “good thing.” Any resemblance to 
the Mafia, which referred to itself as “La Cosa 
Nostra” (“this thing of ours”), is entirely in- 
tentional. Frith, who turns 60 in February, 
has been in bands since he was 14. He under- 
stands that group closed society with 
particular style communicating. And that 
applies especially the improvising units 
he’s been part of, from the insanely eclectic 
Henry Cow in the mid ’7os to the howling 
avant-rockers Art Bears to Skeleton Crew, 
with the late cellist Tom Cora, to John Zorn’s 
brawny Naked City. 

Cosa Brava, who blend rock and interstel- 
lar mystery, mark the first time Frith’s been 
the don, er, leader, of a group since 1999, 
when the guitarist/violinist/percussionist/ 
bassist became professor of composition at 
Mills College Oakland, California. “At that 
point guitar quartet abruptly ground 
halt and group activity apart from the odd 
one-off stopped,” tells via e-mail. 


people, not instruments. 

“What rehearsing 
just material, though you 
wanit get the parts right. It’s 
the whole sound, the atmo- 
sphere you want to create, the 
story you want tell.” 

Frith’s fellow yarn spinners 
Cosa Brava are long-time col- 
laborator and friend Zeena Par- 
kins on keyboards, harp, and 
vocals; violinist and singer Car- 
Kihistedt the Tin Hat Trio; 
drummer Matthias Bossi; and 
sound manipulator the Norman Conquest, 

former student Frith’s Mills. 
recording their debut album after the ICA 
concert; for now, their music available 
their MySpace page and YouTube. 

unusual about Cosa Brava their 
devotion pure, uncluttered melodies rare 
quality rock-based improvisation) both 
in lyric numbers like “I Don’t Believe in You” 
and instrumental pieces Head 
the Sand,” where Frith’s vocal utterances are 
purely percussive. Kihistedt, who’s 
member notable proggers Sleepytime 
rilla Museum, is the group’s other lead voice. 

guess the biggest surprise far that 
are doing more songs words and sing- 


ing than expected,” says Frith. “In spite 


the many sessions workshopping ideas the 
early stages the group, ended writing 
more material than thought would. feels 
like song band right now.” 

But it’s surprise that he’s liberal about 
his new group’s direction. “The difference be- 
tween artists and everyone else that artists 
stay touch with the energy they 
had children playful, curious, open- 


minded, inventive. you don’t have playful 


nature musician, you should probably 
doing something else.” 


COSA BRAVA institute Contemporary Art, 
100 Northern Ave, Boston December 7:30 


_BY MICHAEL BRODEUR 


this most wonderful time 
992, was ready pull out mush- 
room cut upon hearing the Cocteau Twins’ 
stupid version “Frosty the Snowman” for 
the first time. Don’t get wrong, was way 
into Christmas, way into the Cocteaus — 
but the meeting the two struck not 
right, almost animatronic. I should have 
known better. It eventually occurred to me 
that most if not all of the Christmas music 

I listened to, I did so in the service of some 
ulterior message. used Vince Guaraldi 
overcompensate for disdain for par- 
ents’ Mannheim Steamroller discs. wrung 
ironic belly laughs from the Trans- 
Siberian Orchestra years before they were the 
facto soundtrack the world’s premier 
Christmas-light displays. And this year, 
tell aunt that the Sarah Brightman Winter 
Symphony (Manhattan) promo I’m giving her 
is totally awesome. 

Over time, I’ve developed some serious 
carol anxiety. Like mother bird, once some- 
one has handled the classics the holiday 
and gotten them all dirty, want nothing 
with them anymore. Unfortunately, 
occupation such that have choice but 
made aware every seasonal atrocity 
destined for store shelves, stockings, and, 
ultimately, the darkest chimneys your 
subconscious. done something thought 
them, and was pleased find that among 
heaps releases that give profound 
understanding why silent nights are 
highly valued this time year, there are 
few treats under the tree and they 
aren't bits of Blitzen poop. 

Case point: the new 
Boxmasters collection, 
Christmas Cheer (Vanguard). 

belled countrified carolage 
with inbuilt goofball 
element, so there's not a 
whole lot integrity 
stake, even when they 
misstep (like their Uncle- 
Billy-at-Countryoke take 
“Silver Bells”). The miracle 
here isn’t just that Billy Bob 
band have creat- 
something worthwhile, 
it’s that someone who looks 
he’d been beaten with 
sled has better chance 
delivering Yuletide joy this 
year than Elvis. Yes, Christ- 
mas Duets (Sony/Legacy) 
finds the disembodied King 
traipsing through intensely 
gaudy arrangements with 
the almost-as-corpsy vocals 
Underwood, McBride, 
and (gasp!) Newton-John. 
Reanimated talent creepy, 
true, but it’s also been done 


MIKE GORMAN 


Yule sorry 


Little gifts lurk among holiday horrors 


enough that it’s forgivable. But the remedial 
glock solo from Home for Christmas” 

is not. Imean, why even get the glock out if 

it’s gonna like that? 

As someone who thinks Jack Johnson 
might make great projectile, was surprised 
to like This Warm December Vol.1, a Christmas 
compilation issued by his Brushfire Records 
and featuring Money Mark, Rogue Wave, 

Neil Halstead, and (gasp again!) Love 
dealing out sackful substantial originals 
and charming standards though Mason 
Jennings’s drab take “Santa Claus Com- 
golden retriever. Elsewhere comp land, 
All Wrapped (Hollywood), with tracks 
by Miley Cyrus, the Jonas Brothers, and Jordan 
Pruitt. Warning: may have you envying the 
slow immolation the hearth. 

For indie-rockers out there tempted the 
alluring concept The Singing Saw Christmas- 
time (Merge), which offers musical-saw hero 
Julian Koster (of the Music Tapes), a caveat: 
this has accompaniment. It’s just iso- 
lated saw track. Over and over. Sometimes 
with rattling. may impressive recital 
slowly acquired mastery, but it’s also the 
fast track Yuletide breakdown. For 
precious holiday dollar, recommend Bah 
Humbug (Rowdy Farrago) Destructors 666. 
Sloppy, often upsetting British beer punk 
boasting cover “Good King Wenc- 
eslas” and heartwarming future classic 
Christmas and Fuck Off.” Aww! 
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Camp Freddy awful 


Unless act fast, the darkest chapter American 

zsthetic history may soon be revisited: Billboard is 
again spreading the ugly, hateful rumor that a CREED 
reunion probable. With vainglorious mulletcrooner 
SCOTT STAPP back in tip-top shape after a successful USO 
tour, close the situation” reports that there 
are “significant dollars” being laid down toward re- 
union the post-grunge think tank. there 
some kind government “Superfund” program place 
to thwart toxic culture spills by outbidding the kind of 
bad idiots pay re-form Creed? Or, don’t know, 
can’t the CIA clandestinely export the band to enemy na- 
tions to destabilize their cultures? Or can somebody just 
drown the members bathtub? 


The universe is offering some small consolation by way 
of an upcoming JESUS LIZARD reunion, but it’s just not 
enough band are good Creed are shitty. Fur- 
ther consolation comes from recently still alive drum- 
mer TRAVIS BARKER, who flatly denied rumors that a 
BLINK-182 reunion is in the works. Thank heaven. 


Elsewhere, DAMON ALBARN confirms that the original 
BLUR line-up-will getting back together for some 
rehearsals next year. I’m furrowing my brow over here 
strenuous attempt care. think that became im- 
possible around the time Damon Albarn wrote an opera 
about monkeys. 


Reunited boybanders TAKE THAT hit the top the 
charts this week, with their comeback album, The Circus, 
selling impressive 125,000 copies. That still doesn’t 
measure up to Britney Spears’s “true comeback” album, 
Circus, which track sell many And 
both fall short of the 1998 Kiss comeback album, Psycho 
Circus, which has sold over half a million to date. 


Most exciting music headline the week, courtesy 
Uncut magazine: “Ask GRAHAM NASH!” Oh God, so many 
questions. many questions for Craham Nash. 


GUNS ROSES’ lawyers are getting pissy with Pepper 
over the unpalatable beverage giant’s promise would 
give every American free sodie pop Chinese Democracy 
were released 2008 (which were). Pepper 
little cute with the terms, offering coupon its Web 
site for one day only, and many thirsty Americans were 
left parched especially since the site kept crashing, 
that was impossible download the coupon. Laurie 
Soriano, lawyer for the band, felt that the snafu re- 
flected poorly on her wards. “When you go on the blogs 
and you read the responses from the fans, they associ- 
ated Axl with this promotion and blame him for the 
fact that they didn’t get their free soda,” she told CNN. 
“The door lawsuit being filed always open until 
the fans are taken care and Pepper has done the 
right thing.” 

see why outraged. there’s one thing 
Rose would never, ever million years, it’s dis- 
appoint his fans. 

This story probably seems well beneath usual 
lofty standards reportage, but one thing about 
lodged deep in my craw: the hilarious CNN.com article 
spawned. Check out the first line: “Guns Roses 
became Cuns N’ Roses N’ Lawyers this week.” Ha! Get 
it? Because they have lawyers! If you’re worried that 
the joke over, fear not. They belabor masterful 


Music news brief 


Creed threaten exist again; Pepper sickens 


Come early, have dinner 
and get the best seat! 


State-of-the-Art Sound 
Gourmet Dining Free Parking 


callback later: when GN’R be- 
came GN’RN’L. Soriano fired off letter one 
LOL.” Correction: one “LOL” (“lollin’ line”) 
except millions highly amused CNN readers! Seems 
these yuksters are about put out job with their 
primo zingers. 


mood for some hideous rock-and-roll cabaret, sure 
check out alt-rock “supergroup” CAMP FREDDY, who 
delight audiences with treasure trove classic songs 
encompassing the best glam, punk, and hard rock.” 
glimpse their horrifying press release reveals stellar 
line-up has-beens and kinda-weres: MATT SORUM, DAVE 
NAVARRO, A DUDE WHO WAS IN THE CULT FOR A YEAR, and 
SON. But that’s not all! The release also piques 
your curiosity with the promise of even shittier special 
surprise guests — they’re not tryna brag or anything, but 
their previous shows have been attended the illustri- 
ous likes of Tommy Lee, Nuno Bettencourt from Extreme, 
the dude from Fuel, Paul Stanley, and Slash. 

With all this rock-and-roll mischief, you're probably 
little worried that this affair isn’t “on the level.” Don’t 
worry, kids! You can rest easy, because Camp Freddy 
anchored reputable corporate sponsor: “All the 
gigs will presented the band’s good friends 
Rockaholic, the new product from premier hair-product 
maker Bed Head.” 


GET TICKETS NOW! 


For full schedule and tickets 
visit showcaselive.com 
any Ticketmaster® 
call 866-448-7849 


owcase Live at Patriot Place Gillette Stadium, Foxboro, MA 
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Last Tanglewood salute was 
one the most tributes 
single composer ever assembled. 


Phenomenal! 


Elliott Carter turns 100 


_BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


iving for a century is still a mile- 

stone; for great and still-productive 

artist to do so is virtually unheard 

of. there’s special satisfaction 

celebrating this latest Elliott Cart- 
er’s achievements. And since this last year 
was already Carter’s hundredth, anticipa- 
tion of his actual birthday on December 11, 
festivities have abounded all year long. Last 
summer's Festival of Contemporary Music at 
Tanglewood was devoted entirely to Carter: 
nine concerts over five days, nearly 50 
works, two world premieres among them, 
performed by admired stars, young artists 
on the rise, and gifted students, with Carter 
very much in attendance. 

Boston Symphony Orchestra music 
director James Levine, a great Carter ad- 
vocate, was the central force planning 
that tribute, but kidney surgery precluded 
him from participating. other Carter 
specialists (like composer/conductor Oliver 
Knussen) led the BSO (in its first all-Carter 
program) and the Tanglewood Music Center 
Orchestra in some of Carter’s most ambi- 
tious but still seldom-played orchestral 
works, like the Concerto for Orchestra and 
Symphonia. Celebrated pianists/Carter com- 
missioners Ursula Oppens and Charles 
Rosen played major keyboard pieces. (Ata 
Boston Conservatory Piano Masters concert 
last month, in connection with her new 
Cedille recording, Oppens played one new 
piece shy Carter’s complete solo piano 
music.) And there were, of course, many 
chamber pieces. 

Carter’s extraordinary vocal music was 
particularly evidence. His lone opera, 
What Next?, was screened from a new DVD. 
There were his complex and compelling set- 
tings Elizabeth Bishop and John Ashbery, 
the latter in the daunting Syringa and the 
premiere of a witty new sequence of a cappella 
songs with the punning title Mad Regales. 
(Carter loves manipulate words almost 
much loves play with notes.) There 
were settings three great 

talian poets, Giuseppe Ungaretti, Salvatore 
Quasimodo, and Eugenio Montale (in a cycle 
called Tempo eTempi —“Time and Tempos”). 
There was Wallace Stevens at his most intro- 
spective and retrospective in the recent In the 
Distances of Sleep, Carter’s most personal and 
autumnal and perhaps most beautiful song 
cycle; it was sung with heartbreaking inten- 
sity by the young Metropolitan Opera mez- 
zo-soprano Kate Vincent. There were also 
two panel discussions by Carter scholars and 
performers, plus Richard Dyer interviewing 
the Man Himself. Nine musical programs 
filled Ozawa Hall and the Chamber Music 
Hall near capacity. was one the most 
phenomenal tributes single composer 


ever assembled. 


WHEW! The Symphony Hall Carter celebration ended with 
BSO principal horn james Sommerville moving performance 


of the Horn Concerto. 


Boston, closer Carter’s birthday, 
New England Conservatory flutist/composer 
John Heiss coordinated “Elliott Carter: Life- 
works at 100,” a joint celebration at NEC, the 
Longy School of Music (where Carter studied 
music while was English major 
Harvard), the Isabella Stewart Gardner Mu- 
seum, and Symphony Hall. Longy, the 
highlight concert the Pacifica Quartet 
was Carter’s Pulitzer-winning Third String 
Quartet. (My review was the November 
Phoenix; the second of the Pacifica’s two-CD 
Carter-quartet series on Naxos will be out in 
February.) At the Gardner, the young cellist 
and pianist who played Carter’s 1948 Cello 
Sonata, one of his career’s major turning 
points, were perhaps too young to under- 
stand that his tunes came out pop 
music and his rhythms out of jazz and swing 
(cello pizzicatos sounding like a double 
bass). NEC’s Laurel Quartet did better by his 
1995 String Quartet No. 5 (though not every 
startling shift tone was clearly demar- 
cated). The superb Claremont Trio, with the 
violist and second violinist of the Borromeo 
String Quartet, did an elegant, supremely 
sophisticated version of Carter’s shifty 1997 
Piano Quintet. 

Four concerts at NEC included 16 works 
(many earlier pieces, to counterbalance the 
Tanglewood emphasis on later works), a 


master class, and panel 
discussion with Carter. (I 
was miss Stephen 
Drury, Yukiko Takagi, and 
the Callithumpian Consort 
in Carter’s Double Concerto; 
several trusted informants 
were bowled over.) Ina 
staggering performance 
Carter’s overwhelming First 
Quartet (1951), the greatest 
2oth-century American work 
that genre (and maybe not 
just American), the Borro- 
String Quartet captured 
(and liberated) not only the 
marvelous sounds inspired 
the Arizona desert near 
where Carter was then living 
the whirring, scurrying 
Allegro scorrevole and the 
mysterious, heart-stopping/ 
time-stopping night world 
the Adagio but also the 
questions existence and 
perception (and self-per- 
ception) they pictorialize. 
Instead paper scores, the 
Borromeos now use laptops, 
which allow them see not 
just their individual parts 
but the full interplay 
complete score. 

Next night, cellist and former NEC 
president Lawrence Lesser and pianist 
Christopher Taylor gave profound and 
masterful reading the Cello Sonata, with 
all its soaring tunefulness and intricate 
cross-rhythms, Carter’s first unquestioned 
his exploration the tech- 
nique of “metrical modulation,” in which 
contrary sound worlds metronomic piano 
and rhapsodic, almost Brahmsian cello — go 
continually and out synch. 

NEC’s coup was to get a Carter commis- 
sion for BSO percussionist Frank Epstein and 
the NEC Percussion Ensemble he directs, 
the dazzling Tintinnabulation, with six percus- 
sionists, each playing his or her own bat- 
tery unpitched instruments drums (no 
timpani), wood blocks, maracas, tam-tams, 
cymbals, ratchet, cow bell, huge Mahler 
Sixth hammer (no xylophones, no vibes, no 
marimbas). On a pre-concert panel, Carter 
talked about how much work he’d put into 
annotating the size and type of sticks and 
explaining exactly which part the instru- 
ment should be struck for each note. These 
titillating tintinnabulations were like listen- 
ing to an animated conversation in three 
languages (wood, metal, skin). It’s knock- 
out. And double pleasure hear twice. 

These concerts dovetailed with the BSO 
world premiere of Interventions, Carter’s 


big new 18-minute-plus piece for pianist 
Daniel Barenboim and orchestra. The pro- 
gram began intimately with Barenboim 
and Levine playing Schubert’s exquisite 
four-hand F-minor Fantasy (which they 
played here 2006, encore BSO 
Beethoven/Schoenberg concert). After the 
Carter, the piano expanded its relation- 
ship with the orchestra Beethoven’s 
Third Piano Concerto; I have never heard 
Barenboim play with more warmth 
sparkle. The evening ended (at 10:45 pm!) 
with a powerful and sexy Sacre du printemps, 
the 1913 Stravinsky landmark that Carter 
first heard at its New York premiere in 1924 
(with Pierre Monteux — Sacre’s very first 
conductor leading the BSO), the piece 
that made him want composer. 

Levine says loves the way Carter 
picks old threads yet keeps adding sur- 
prising twists. Interventions has elements 
the contrasting counterforces the Cello 
Sonata, the structural interweavings 
the Second and Third Quartets, the mul- 
tidirectionality the Clarinet Concerto. 
But “Vivent les différences!” The piano and 
orchestra seem their own emo- 
tional (and rhythmic) trajectories, each 
persistently interrupting the flow the 
other. Sweeping strings, heart-on-sleeve, 
are richly passionate Mahler’s. The 
piano usually nervous rush (antic 
or frantic?), and it’s flanked (embraced? 
buffered?) by two wind trios, intermediar- 
ies the larger ensemble; one uncanny 
moment, disembodied muted trumpet 
“underlines” the piano its most hushed, 
most halting. Delicate, chattering percus- 
sion (as in Tintinnabulation) circles the stage 
flickering whispers. Alternately (some- 
times simultaneously) nostalgic, fretful, 
playful, loving, frightened, Interventions 
ends with some sense of reconciliation, 
but the final loud, fist-shaking tremolo 
leaves you disturbing state ambi- 
guity (what Elizabeth Bishop used call 
“mixty motions”). 

After the Friday performance, the audi- 
ence was invited back the Higginson 
Room for champagne and birthday cake 
with the composer and conductor. 
December 11, Carter, Levine, Barenboim, 
and the orchestra would celebrating 
Carnegie Hall. The Carter events ended with 
two concerts sans piano: commanding 
Beethoven Seventh Symphony, the ever- 
more-astonishing Stravinsky, and BSO prin- 
cipal horn James Sommerville, now as mov- 
ing as he’d been brilliant, in Carter’s Horn 
Concerto, last year’s commission. Carter was 
clearly touched and delighted all the trib- 
utes and the high level playing, though 
also said was eager get home and 
back to work on his “crazy new pieces.” © 
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MORNINGS 


Dirge 


The sad songs Winterpills 


Against the grainy mix plucky 
guitars and water-drop bells in 
“Burning Hearts,” Flora Reed recalls a 
long-ago tryst that she traces from Paris 
cafés across tarmacs and ancient ruins. 
The couple share secrets, and their shad- 
ows are burnt into walls by flashbulbs, 
and everything seems to float along in a 
peaceful sea tremolo guitars and boy- 
girl harmonies. That opening of the first 
verse provides the most 
wistful moment on the 
Winterpills’ new Central 


Soft Alarm), an album full 
of bad news, bummers, and 
let-downs. 

But then Reed sings, 
“We're saying goodbye to 
Hiroshima,” and the ro- 
mantic jet-setting takes a bit of a nose 
dive. Repeated throughout the song, the 
line starts to sound anthemic. Unlike al- 
most every other object and character in 
the album, the humble subjects in “Burn- 
ing Hearts” have least had their memo- 
ries etched into something rock solid. 
Explosions leave lasting impressions. 

may over-the-top bit mar- 
tyring grandeur, but that’s sort of what 
Winterpills are great at. Head songwriter 
and vocalist Philip Price (Reed’s hus- 
band), bringing the Northampton 
band to Club Passim this Sunday, is all 
about the quiet, discreet use of cinematic 
disaster scenarios: “Take the lights 
away from everything” (“Take Away the 
Words”), “We die quickly in outer space” 


CELLARS 
STARLIGHT 


BY MATT PARISH 


Bring You Down”). And the pass- 
ing resemblance Elliott Smith his 
own whispered vocals doesn’t end there: 
both songwriters transform human bod- 
ies and souls and feelings into moldy old 
objects in houses or rusty tools in the 
closet anything nail down and make 
real the lonely old process living and 
dying. If Price were in a Richard Brauti- 
gan novel, he’d the elephant umbrella 
stand in the foyer. 

was, dur- 
ing the creation of Central 
Chambers that Price’s doctor 
gave him news about his 
heart: “It could blow 
any day, pretty much.” 

“I'm fine, really, for 
anyone who’s actually 
concerned,” he assures me 
over the phone from Northampton. He 
had been diagnosed with potentially 
catastrophic aortic aneurysm. “Basically, I 
have to do a Mediterranean diet. Which is 
obviously okay.” 

He goes on, “It ended up subcon- 
sciously informing all the songwriting. 
got together and started looking all 
the songs, and all seemed add up.” 
“Secret Blue Thread”? Circulatory system. 
“Gentleman Farmer”? Heart attack. “Wea- 
ry Heart?” Well... 

“I mean, even considering that the 
heart is such an obvious songwriting cli- 
ché anyway, it still seemed like there was 
even more behind it.” 

Give his conscious mind some credit, 
though — frailty and sadness have always 


PLAYLIST 


_EDITED BY SHAULA CLARK 


NICK BLAKEY, THE 

OUT: “THE TOP FIVE 
ROLLING STONES SONGS 
THAT COME MIND WHEN 
NATURE COMES 


THE IN OUT PLAY A FREE SHOW AT THE 
SQUEALING PIG IN BRIGHAM CIRCLE 
THIS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13. 


SISTER FANNY” 
WITH MR. 
3_“WHERE THE BOYS GO” 
4_“HAND FATE” 
AND DRY” 
HONORABLE MENTION: 


WHY AORTA During the creation Central doctor gave him news about 
his heart: “It could blow up any day, pretty much.” 


run through Pierce’s output, whether 
his old indie-pop band the Maggies 
his solo work. He dove into Northampton 
the first place because its vaguely 
mopy underbelly pedigree. “It was amaz- 
ing just near the home much 
early stuff like Dinosaur Jr. and the Pix- 
ies. Thurston Moore and Kim Gordon stop 
the video store work at.” couple 


Quiet riots and class acts 


THE UNDR QUARTET OPEN SOUND; STUDENT FINALS BEAT RESEARCH 


jeter still this 


uindr 


and trumpete 


he joined on the bill by the equally su w-Vvolurme 
improv duo (Kelley and nist Bhot 
Rainey), who w aborate for the evening with Ver 
rmont-based percussionist and composer JAKE MEGIN- 
SKY. Rounding things out are composer and contra 


bassist MICHAEL BULLOCK and THEFT ABLE 


tr rtict from Portland 


latter an ambient /elect CS and 


It's finals time - ared? The students 


are you pref 
in Dj FLACK’s Beat Research 


class at MassArt sure are 


FREQUENCIES 


SUSANNA BOLLE 


hym (f re to check o e course svil < 
rhymes.” (Be sure to check out the course syllabus 


line to see how Flack’s 


oolin' them.) © 


UNDR QUARTET + NMPER- 
IGN JAKE MEGINSKY 

+ MICHAEL BULLOCK + ID 

M THEFT ABLE | Third Life 
Studio, 33 Union Square, 
org | BEAT RESEARCH | Enormous Room, 567 Mass 
617.491.5550 or www.beatresearch.com 


weeks ago was sitting the tiny 
Pleasant Street Theatre watching Thomas 
Alfredson’s brooding Swedish vampire 
flick, Let the Right One In. “About halfway 
through, I realized the guy doing all the 
gasping and whooping down the aisle 
from was David Byrne. guess was 
playing across the street that night.” 

But Price’s curious, morbid tendencies 
have never had quite welcome company 
what he’s found with the Winterpills. 
“We all just really click. There’s no emo- 
tional pact or anything going on with the 
songs — | just pass out the songs and we 
start adapting them, workmanlike but 
I have to say that I’ve felt real moments of 
musical ecstasy with Winterpills stage. 
It’s very easy.” 

So cue the stratus-cloud guitars, the 
nervous and skittery drums, and the 
David Fincher creep-out sound effects 
throughout Central Chambers: the band’s 
panoramic mission shines trippy lamps 
all Price’s delicate issues and throws 
huge, moving shadows all over the walls. 
the band’s rally halfway through the 
album promises, “We'll bring you down/ 


WINTERPILLS + ERIC STEPANINAN | Club Passim, 
$15 | 617.492.7679 or www.clubpassim.org 
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Things will get quiet and then 
Saturday at the Open Sound series at the Third 00 
Life Studio in Somerville. This installment features the ee been sch! 
subtle machinations the improv They been sweating 
Quartet (vocalist Liz Tonne. thererninist james Colernan consuming copious am 
cellist Vic Rawines, SEP: Gree Kelley). They'll of coffee, and burning the 
midnight oil finish their 
final projects, which they'll 
: present at a special 18+ ed 
weekly at Enormous Room 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND 
BLACK KIDS 


HOUSE NEARLY BROUGHT DOWN 
ORPHEUM THEATRE DECEMBER 


Somehow, I ended up with extra tickets for 
last Sunday’s Vampire Weekend show, and 
gotta tell you: couldn’t give these things 
away. “Hate that shit,” said a friend, with 
what felt like specificity. “Yeah no,” said 
another, though resisting fatty treat. 
Finding Vampire Weekend fans tougher 
than expect. And despite the squees 
of just under 3000 of them, you could catch 
a faint whiff of shame in the air in the 
Orpheum’s lobby — and it wasn’t just over 
the $8 beers. 

“On our résumé, don’t 
offered Reggie Youngblood, the sing- 
er/guitarist openers Black Kids, after sug- 
gesting that audience members rip out their 


seats and riot. This sort of oddly phrased, un- g 


convincing provocation characterizes much 
their work. Youngblood has squeal 


soulful as a housewife spotting a mouse, and 2 


his contributions their bland post-disco 
ambitions amount something like Robert 
Smith stumbling into the Buggles’ jam space 
on his 20th birthday. 

Vampire Weekend entered with pro- 
longed blast Jay-Z. Note that whereas 
Black Kids get razzed for casually playing 
their (partial) blackness, VW get naked and 
roll around in their whiteness — and that 
may part what repels many potential 
fans. record, their up-tempo approxima- 
tion of Graceland’s adorable tourism often 
sounds like something you'd hear at J. Crew’s 
Namibia flagship; but live, they're a fiery, 


LETTERS CLEO 


HERE AND NOW AGAIN 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB DECEMBER 


guess it’s been while and long time too/ 
Everything’s still the same and so are you,” 
sang Kay Hanley when her band, on the first 
two sold-out nights, finally got around 
breaking out “Awake.” And I guess it was part- 
true. Letters Cleo did pack the Paradise 
many times before disbanding in 2000. But 
was everything still the same? And were we? 
Watching Hanley sing now, without the 
baggage of comparisons to her more torment- 
ed contemporaries, you can see how time- 
less and ageless she is, like shock-blonde 
Peter Pan freeing her inner 14-year old. The 
whole band seemed get teenage kicks from 
Hanley’s enthusiasm, especially the iiber- 
sweaty hair-flinging Stacy Jones 
one those Bonhamy power hitters who can 
give hard-rock oomph even the tamest and 


ON 


LLY DAVIDS 


KE 


songs 


HAT WAS THE BEST SHOW 
SAW THIS WEEK? 


MP3 the Week 


GRIMIS, “BAGHEERA” 


You say 90 percent of bands today seem like water a 


p 


Text BOSPHX, then a space then 
your comments to 27122" Read 
the most interesting comments 
in next week's paper. and all com- 
ments online at thePhoen'x com. 


xT-MESSAGIN 


QUIET RIOT disc, Vampire Weekend are Crew Namibia, but live they're fiery, 


exciting, surprising, dynamic pop-rock force. 


exciting, surprising, dynamic pop- 

rock force. Roof” had the 
house squealing and stomping; “Oxford 
elicited reggae-rock air slaps from 
selected viewers the likes which haven’t 
been dealt since — well, since someone last 
listened to 311 in his or her car. “One (Blake’s 
Got New Face)” and cover Fleetwood 


Mac’s “Everywhere” scored high marks for 


LETTERS CLEO’s Kay Hanley longer 
has suffer grunge purgatory. 


blandest ditties. Show Shak” 
found him rocking hair-metal stripper-pole 
beat, and the song’s jarring contrast with the 
rest the set was glimpse into what might 
have been the band had tipped their hand 


crowd participation. But was set ender 
“Walcott” that shook the mezzanine so hard, 
terrified Orpheum staff had to run around 
Footloose-style and scold kids for bouncing 
(even was the balcony bouncing them). 
Hi-larious stuff, but if this is what counts as 
ariot, Vampire Weekend may right: “The 
kids don’t stand chance.” 

Michael Brodeur 


more toward their rockist contingent. 

Most LTC songs ride familiar waves 
broadly stroked riffless major chords mixed 
with a few left turns and minor keys; the 
result is often a bouncy rock that you rarely 
hear these more twitchy post-millennial 
808-friendly times. Back in the day, these 
moments would have resulted 
moshing, stage diving, crowd surfing, etc. 
Monday’s more, uh, distinguished audience 
opted show its appreciation with mass head 
bobbing and the occasional thrown 
horn. their height, LTC were kind 
grunge purgatory: their Melrose Place-y shim- 
mer made them hard to rock out to, yet their 
crunch and occasional almost- 
metal moments must surely have led many 
awkward dorm-room make-out sesh. 
the late this purgatory was called power 
pop. And when LTC encore with their cover 
Cheap Trick’s Want You Want Me,” it’s 
like hand glove. 

Daniel Brockman 


Gross 


blank 


1st 


gel? Meet Grimis of Andover. They've been around for eight years, 200 shows, and three albums, but a bunch 
of you probably don't know about them — which means a bunch of you stand to have a new favorite bunch of 
Bagheera,” off the homonymous album they released in August (rig 
is a bold lead-off — a sprawl of darkish Americana that dangles its long leg 
Elsewhere on the album, we get glittering guitar rock a la chiller Built To Spill (“Lunar Bicycle”), steel-str 
O'Rourkisms (“Four Colors Four Words”), and Sea and Cakey pop exped 


ht before their six-week US tour 


in a pond of indie-pop innocence 


out 


s (“Ode to Pete”). Check th 


am December 14 at the Middle East upstairs with Blastronauts, Action Verbs, and Plastic Reverie. Meanwhile, grab 
“Bagheera” at www.thephoenix.com/onthedownload 


point 


THE MATCH GAME 
THE MILKY WAY 


Horowitz, Anderson Comedy trour 
Gavet 


Katie McCarthy and Gretchen 


ple keyboardist Al Dead 


Rocking brown velvet jacket 
pa y tie, Bie Digits rapper T.D ell took on 
the role of bemused, often flummoxed host 
The Milky Way lacked the plastic-fantast 
trappings of the h but with h 
bat Tom Sca 1 and his “sweet licks on th 
geetar, we had an authentic wacky waft 
Match Game sound k 

By night's end, we'd witnessed o 


sibly lewd reference to Febrezing, eight 


har 


y awkward e 
very awkward ex es betwe 


Between rounds, we were t 


es, and 


trator jef Czeka 


cales as 


Pennsylvania, and a Curves parking lot 
winners have that long 
spend their $20 Milky Way gift cards, as the 
club is set to close in March ‘09. But perhaps 
that makes those cards ail the more pre 


And any venue where “Paul 
answer “He strokes his violin with [blank] 


should be savored while it's still around. © 
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her garden grow with water what did 
? da hammer,” “urine r “Really, T.D., we 
4 don't talk for six months and th 
you'd have done well the first conte: 
Match Game week ago Wednesday 
: / For those whose re ection of clas 
4 television is murky 
at =. 4 Game asked con 
fill-in-the-blank qu CLARK : 
on spons 0 those 
of six D-list celebr 
D-list celeb 
a* incarnation pulled together a choice selection 
local gadabouts for its panel: Union Square 
member: 
t, Mae 
erick, and (dis 
sure!) Phoenix music editor Michael Brodeur 
; 
and rowitz (ni no tk woman 
and Horowitz (playing the role woma 
scorned), and whole heap technical dif 
ficulties. one point, found himself 
without question card; came witt 
A ; [Blank]. That’s what she said” on the spot 
(Best answer: “Now become death, 
ated to videc 
shorts: charming little number about rair 
bows, from lo 
if 4 Depressing Fuck-Tour U.S.A..”" a sexy romp 
through such lust-inspiring Centralia 


TRANSFORM- 
ATIVE TEXTURES 


FENNESZ | BLACK SEA} 
Touch | in the music of Christian 
Fennesz, there's a fine line be 
tween what's being done for you as 
a listener and what's being done 
to you. The title track here finds a 
way to tame violent steely-edged 
noises into a trickle of acou 
guitars before sending the whole 
kit and caboodle down a seemingly 
endless passageway of dark bass 
drones, whispers of pink noise, 
and plumes of wild resonance. It’s 
a balance of effect and affect that, 


over the course of four albums (and 
especially on ‘o1's Endless Summer 
and ‘04's Venice), he’s blurred into 

tt 


ng like a signature. There's 


sez-faire melodicism 
10ut to ret the word 


song” somew your associa 


tive stre 


— but Fennesz is hardly 
the same from track to sprawling 
track. The subtly st 


fring tectonics 


anyon 
filaments 
Grey Scale” 
call Jim O’Rourke’s more ambient 
works to mind. C 
the countless brothers-in-noodling 
that he’s luenced can go only so 
far — suffice to say that with all its 
slowly blooming beauty, alluring 
aberrations, and deftly measured 
brute force, the closest analogue to 
nesz has done on Black Sea 
1s to be nature itself 

Michael Brodeur 


of static that frame 


nparisons with 


MILES TOGO... 


»©®® MILES DAVIS | KIND 

OF BLUE: SOTH ANNIVERSARY 
COLLECTOR'S EDITION | Colurm- 
bia/Legacy | It's not quite the soth 


anniver but, hey, Christmas 


t, so here 
nent that Kind of 


Blue has become: two CDs of the 


ial album, alternate takes, 


“sequence” takes with studio chat 
ter, and “previ 
tracks; a blue-v 


unreleased 
y! LP in a repl 


ket; a documenta 


the original ja 


@ 


THE DUDE ABIDES 1959 landmark still pretty much defines jazz. 


DVD, a poster, and a half-dozen 
8xios of Don Hunstein's session 
photos; a facsimile of Bill Evans's 
handwritten liner notes; and a 
60-page LP-sized booklet with 
more photos plus essays by Francis 
Davis, Gerald Early, and Ashley 
Kahn. By now, Kind of Blue is also a 
litmus test —- if you don’t like it, 
you probably don't like jazz. (Hey, 
anything's possible.) In 1959, Dave 
Brut s Time Out sold more, but 
Kind of Blue had the impact. Its slow 
and medium-tempo improvisa 
tions based on modes rather than 
chord changes were the essence of 
cool, with production to match. 
Miles and pianist Evans shared the 
Zen conception (“the sound of one 
finger snapping,” as Francis Davis 
calls the tune “So What”). And then 
there are those distinctive voices 
that blend as well as they contrast: 
Coltrane and Cannonball Adder 

ley in the front line with Miles, 
Evans's downtown Debussy, drum 
mer Jimmy Cobb’s crucial cymbal 
smashes, Paul Chambers’s bass 
throb, and some of the most beauti 
fully developed and sustained solos 
in the history of jazz. Soon Brubeck 
would be as square as [ke — but 
Miles never iooked back, and Kind of 
Blue is still the best-selling album in 
jazz history. 


Jon Garelick 


BLACK BOX 


»®®® JOHNNY CASH | JOHNNY 
CASH AT FOLSOM PRISON | Legacy 
Edition | Early rocker turned coun- 
try icon Cash hit California's Fol 
som like a lightning bolt on January 
13, 1968, di ring two raw shows 
toac ice. They were 
edite 


m a counter 


zed the 


an American hero. Forty years later, 


every tune Cash and his tro! 


June Carter, Carl Pe ns, and the 
yed that day has 


is two-CD set 


wn line: 
Here To Get My Baby Out of jail” — 

nd pure 
1't Have Your Kate and Edi 


ym like the Statlers’ “You 


And the 45 
thanced by Michael Stre 


Too” make th 


songs are er 


issguth’'s excellent liner notes and 
Jim Marshall's photos, which cap- 
ture the musicians’ sober reaction 
to the prison’s gothic world. Even 
better is the set's DVD documen- 
tary: inspired by Streissguth’s 2004 
book johnny Cash at Folsom Prison: The 
Making of a Masterpiece, it uses a Ken 
Burns-like approach to examine the 
historic concerts’ impact on Cash, 
Folsom’s inmates, and the nation 
Ted Drozdowski 


LIPOGRAM- 
MATIC KICKS 


}®® ANGIL & HIDDENTRACKS 

| QULIPO SALIVA | Chemikal Un- 
derground | Mickaél Mottet has 
been toiling in the French indie 
mines for more than a decade un- 
der the name Angil, often with a 
revolving collective of like-minded 
collaborators from all over dubbed 
the Hiddentracks. In the summer 
of 2006, Mottet gathered his mot 
ley crew of “record-shop owners, 
students, music teachers and even 
a police helicopter pilot” around 
an out-of-tune piano from 1904 (a 
Joycean synchronicity, for sure) 
and recorded this unique set of 
English-language songs. After be 
ing asked by his sax player to avoid 
composing in the hard-to-play 

key of E, the erudite Mottet was 
reminded of the playful restric- 
tions of the 1960s Oulipo literary 
group and went on to write all his 
songs without using the letter “e,” 
in emulation of Ceorges Perec’s 
lipogrammatic novel La disparition 
translated as A Void). What makes 
this inspirational lyrical gimmick 
work is the quality of the songs and 
the sure-footedness of Mottet's ap 
proach to sound, a not-so-distant 
Eurc pean relative of the Elephant 
6 palette. The constant presence 
of that plonky piano anchors the 
modern 


tack and 


sax-and-drums at 
other instruments 
and voices, over which Mottet lays 
half-spoken English Channel vocals 
pitched somewhere between Robert 
Wyatt and the Streets. From the 
Velvet drone that ends “In Purdah” 
to the celestial harmonies of “Lift 


Trip to Mars,” this is a rewarding 

rip that proves you don't need any 

e” to have an uplifting time 
Gustavo Turner 


THE BEST NEW 
HEARD LATELY? 


Send an e-mail to letters@ 
phx.com or text BOSPHX, 
then a space, then your 
comments to 22122.” 


TEXT-MESSALING RATES APPL 


HIGH 
PRIESTESS 


»®*S® NINA SIMONE | TO BE FREE: 
THE NINA SIMONE STORY | RCA/ 
Legacy | Nina Simone was her own 
gospel, a sinuous force of uncompro- 
mising power and righteous beauty. 
Every time you listen to that voice, 
so proud and strong that it quivers, 
you're tempted to renounce faith in 
everything else, to surrender to her 
command. A genre unto herself, 
Simone bent jazz, pop, and soul to 
her blues-deep will; as an emissary of 
civil rights, she both confronted and 
communed with her audience. Many 
compilations have tried to encapsulate 
her breadth and Coltrane-esque pur- 
suit of truth, but the 3CD/1DVD box 
set To Be Free is the first that truly suc- 
ceeds. The three CDs allow for a close 
inspection of her evolution on the 
Bethlehem, Colpix, Philips, and RCA 
labels, from Ellington and Gershwin 
standards to rethinking Dylan and the 
Bee Cees. Although there are some 
conspicuous omissions (no “Sinner- 
man”?), To Be Free is an embarrassment 
of riches, including the singer-as- 
sorcerer Classic “I Put a Spell on You,” 
the percussion-and-voice dogfight “No 
Opportunity Necessary, No Experience 
Needed,” and an 18-minute churchifi- 
cation of George Harrison's “My Sweet 
Lord.” The real gern, however, is the 
DVD, an Emmy-nominated short film 
from 1970 that shows Simone in in- 
terviews and performance. “I want to 
go in that den of elegant people with 
their old ideas and smugness and just 
drive them insane,” she says. Amen! 

Zeth Lundy 


AVANT 
BUTT ROCK 


DOO RTX | jj GOT LIVE RATX 
Drag City | If you ever wondered what 
went wrong with capital “R” Rock 
of the past 20 years, I can sum it up 
in one word: shame. Recklessness, 
bravado, cockiness, and swagger 
disappeared, giving way to a genera 
tion of rockers who identified more 
with Wayne and Carth on their 
knees uttering “We're not worthy” 
than with Jimmy Page in star 
and-planet-festooned bell-bottoms 
playing guitar with a bow, high on 
an entire drug store and not caring 
about tomorrow. Fortunately for us, 
Jennifer Herrema spent much of the 
more recent past blitzed out of her 
skull in Royal Trux with only a thin 
tether connecting her to reality, so 
she had plenty of time to inspect the 
astral worlds of her Blue Oyster Cult 
records and dream of a future where 
rock proclaims, “Too fucking bad,” 
and guitarists mow down audiences 
with their minds. It’s entirely pos 
sible that she’s reached her apex 
with her post-Trux band RTX’s third 
long-player here: 10 songs, 36 min 
utes, twin guitars that sound like 
Helios Creed and C.C. DeVille at the 
end of a cruel tutelage at the hands 
of Randy Holden, all cramming in 


a dizzying history lesson of post-'66 
hard rock from garage to Zep to Sab 
bath to Ratt with a million points in 
between. The ride pauses briefly for 
the Bic-flicking “Cheap Wine Time,” 
where you have the opportunity to 
luxuriate in the smoky fog of either 
a thousand bongs or the tailpipe of 

a gigantic black muscle car before 
being sucked into the album's merci- 
less second half. If this whole thing 
is nothing but wink-nudge irony, 
then fuck sincerity. 

_Daniel Brockman 


OUR RATING 


Good 
Okay 


Stinks 


URL addresses for all downloads are available 
www.thephoenix.com/download 
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_BY CHRIS FARAONE 


If 2008 goes d 
retooled for the better 
from last St 
fied p 
the Year (Natio 


oad 


vn as the year when the Boston Music Awards were 
- and | predict it could — then the trophies 
day night should be considered more than just glori- 
Donnie Wahlberg, whose New Kids took Act of 
l) so far as to clair he'd rather have a BMA 


than a Grammy, particularly since the Grammy folks have passed 
him up for punch lines like Milli Vanilli. Sunday night's gala at the 


Roxy was a brigt 


t testament to the Boston music scene's maturity 
across the spectrum. Space constraints mean we can highlight only 


a handful, but here are four winners whom you won't likely see in 


the same building again until next year’s cerernony. For more on the 


BMAs, go to www.thephoenix.com 


Wild Light 
Outstanding Rock Act 
the Year 


Who says a 
band with as 


New Hamp 


continue frequer 
like Great tt 
and rep the East 
way they 
this track 


The Camp 


Outstanding Live Act 
the Year 


hat the Car sealant 
that the Ca 4 atively 
new hip-hop erou beat 
Bang Camaro, State F 


their “Gentiernan Needs 


Girls Guns 


and Glory 

Act the Year (Local)/ 
Outstanding Ameri- 
cana Act the Year 


It's arguable whether GC 
Guns and Glory are an 
Americana act (though they 
Classify thernselves as such on 
MySpace), and also whether 
they're truly local (this month 
alone they have shows in nine 
states). What's not debatable 
is that their head-turning 
dusty-barnyard sound tied 
Amanda Paimer for the most 
number of awards this year. 
We haven't done the research 
but there's a chance GG&G are 
the first BMA winners with 

a song title that includes the 
words “ramblin?” “ole,” and/or 


daddy 


Marissa Nadler 
Singer/Songwriter 
the Year 


For those who stuck around 
till the end, one highlight 

of the BMAs was seeing 
Southie rapper Slaine follow 
the dreamy folk of Marissa 
Nadler on sta 


of like munct 


acoustics made better use 
of the Roxy's sound system 
than any other performer all 
evening. She thanked the 
audience for acknowledging 

underground artists,” but 
once Kernado dro; ttle Hells 
next spring (her fourth full 
length, with Blonde Redhead's 
Simone Pace on drums), she 
might be hard to ignore 
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and darkening hues of “The Colour 
Cake y of Three” paint him as a hungrier 
nole titled ABLIN 
ingle LP that made hia slify to 
. qualify to win a prime perfor- 
prison-reform movement, the latter 
tive statue at the Boston 
contributing to his anointment as 
Music Awards? Not us, not 
2 it is, the wee been included in thm. founding member of the cel- 
, De 1 ebrated Montreal indie outfit) 
+ 4st the 2 
q . graciously t ated their 
before jumping into a six-way 
; €& and even tt tone 
Hevan) attract exponentially 
ripping gig and they even 
eae id keep a swarm of chesty 
Campettes in tow to handle 


— 


a 


Garnish Your Holidays With Blue Moon. 


Tune Your Computer Pandora.com/stations/bluemoon Stream Our Holiday Playlist. 


Artfully Crafted. 


4 a t 
7 
AN-STYLE WHEAT ALE BREWED WITH NATURAL 


GREAT PLACE FOR ANYONE WITH SENSE 


“THE PEOPLE WERE AND AFTER FEW 
BLENDED RIGHT 


WAITER MADE HAPPY WANTED RUN HOME 
AND SLAP HIS 


_LUNCH DINNA! LIVE MUSIC NITELY! 


CLUBS 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
» MOT VALIO WITH ANY OTHER OFFER..SO DON'T TRY IT. addresses. 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Piain | 
10 pm { Forest Henderson 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 pm 
| Mighty Tighty | 9:30 pm | Murder + 
Lessar Evils + Mouth Sewn Shut 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Jimmy Ryan & Hayride 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Donny McCalsin 
Trio 

CAFE 939) Boston | Dear Hunter + 
Person L. 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 

| Cambridge | Stealth Fox + Esthema 

+ Cirque de Badass + Rollo Tomasi 
Quartet 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Chicken Slacks 

CHURCH | Boston | Rationales + Dear- 
born Valley + Bees Knees + Preacher 
Jack 

CLEAR CONSCIENCE CAFE Cam- 
bridge | Bangalore + Erinn Brown 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | “Pastures 
of Plenty” with Alastair Moock 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm | 
Brian Locher 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salen 
| Chris Fitz 

DRAFT | Aliston | “CNC Music Mara- 
thon” with Zach Borer + Topheavy + 
Baylock 


105 Washington St. (Rr 1) Foxboro; MA 508-543-0599 
Great Food & Drinks, Pool Tables, Live Entertainment & DJ’s 


GRIDIRON STEAK HOUSE Now Serving Lunch Dinner 
POK 


SATURDAY 12/13 
9:00 


SPLIT INFINITY 
“SEXY 80S X-MAS 
PARTY” PAMA 


PROMO GIRLS 
(NO COVER BEFORE 


FRIDAY 12/12 
9:00 pm 
COUSINS 
BAND 


(NO COVER 
BEFORE 8PM) 


9:00 pm 


DIRTY STRANGE 
GUESTS 


(FREE SHOW) 


$1.99 DRAFT BEERS 


‘parking, full 


For info 


urban 


Get Tickets At 


www.urbannutcracker.org 


ice ee 


‘urtle Lane Playhouse 


that 
| 


andicap access, intima 
ndo 


617.244.0169 


prs 
74) 


FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Club Naked/ 
Pieasurable Thursdays” with Dj Dr. 
Rea + Dj Marcus Christian: Nightclub 
+“True Music Thursdays”: Lounge 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | Boston | 
“Throwback Thursdays” with Dj 
Breeazy 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “P.M.S.” with 
Ms. Thang + Just joan 

GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “Tyler's Birth- 
day Mishmash Band Hash” with Am- 
oroso + Animal Hospital + Big Bear + 
Clawjob + Ho-Ag + Ketman + Neptune 
+ Secret Sea + Tristan Da Cunha 
ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo Hi- 
rakawa & Matt Hogan 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Samba Lolo 
LA LWIA CAFE | Cambridge | 7:30 pm| 
Diane Amelia Read & Ronaldo Lobo 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Yoko 
Miwa Trio 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Daniela 
Schaechter | 10 pm | Gertz/Bergonzi/ 
Kaufman 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Club 

MACHINE | Boston | “Psyforia” with 
Dj Electrik 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline 

|7 pm | “Irish Sessions” with Shea 
Walker | 10 pm | Wild Sextet 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Chelsea City Council 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | New Deal + Mocean Worker 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Rhymezwell + Ebb & Flow + 
Calvery Crew + Nox Beatz & Fat Ricky 
+L.E.c. 


famous Stage Door Pub. 


MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Piain| 9 

pm | Erin Harpe | 10 pm | “Women’s 
Dance Night + Queeraoke” with Dj 
Summer's Eve 

MILKY WAY | jarnaica Plain | “Todo 
Mundo” w: Dj Lone Wolf 
O'BRIEN’S | Aliston | Mob Hit + Eyewit- 
ness Death Count + Guilty as Sin 
OLIVER'S | Boston | Black River Sound 
+ Soul Mafia + Problemaddicts 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | Luke 
Bryan 

RA!'S LOUNGE | Somerville | Will John- 
son + Chris Brokaw + Empty House 
Cooperative 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
James Houlahan 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum N Bass” with 
Dj Adam F 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm. 
| Scarce 

PORTER BELLY’S PUB | Brighton | 
White Roses + Julie White 
PRECINCT | Somerville | “StuffeNight 
Party” 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 7 pm | Joe Mc- 
Mahon Trio | 10 pm | “Cheap Cologne 
Thursdays” with Dj Soul Clap 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Tony the 
Bookie Farewell Party” with Dj Tony 
the Bookie + Dj Stacy Shreffler 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Peter 
Lavendar 

SCULLERS | Boston | Krisanthi Pappas 
+ Doug Hammer 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton 
|7 pm | “Blues Band Blues Jam” with 
Michael Paolucci 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | john Pow- 
hida & Josh English | 10 pm | Lake 
Street Dive 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 9:30 pm | Bearfight | Midnight 
| Dj Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge| 
Peasant + Culf + Orange Ocean + Muy 
Cansado 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Mambo Beat Club” 
with Beart Train + Dj Dinos + Brandie 


FRIDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 
10 pm | One Happy Island 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 7 pm | 
“CNC Music Marathon” with David 
Cousins + Zarni de Wet + Modern Elite 
+ Road Apples + Secret Channels + 
Johnny Duke & the Aces 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | Timm 
Gearan Band 


TICKETS GIFT CERTIFICATES 


WwADDENT( 
WAR! 


RENTON SIREET, BO 


BEACHCOMBER | Ou 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 
Record 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Say When 

CAFE 939 | Boston | Richard Saunders 
+ Julia Easterlin 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 

| Cambridge | 9 pm | “Club Bohemia 
Christmas Cocktail Party” with Geezer 
|10 pm | Clydesdale Cowboys 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Diane Blue & the Fatback Band 
CHURCH | Boston | Dirty Truckers + 
Prime Movers + Freeways + Black 
Mosettes 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Nerissa & 
Katryna Nields 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Walk That 
Walk 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | Mike Duke 
Croup 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 pm 
| “The Remix” 

DOWN THE STREET CAFE | Lowell | 
Winterkalte + Terrorfakt + Scrap.edx + 
Nau-Zee-Aun 

ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Big Night 
Entertainment Holiday Extravaganza” 
with Kevin Rudolf 

FELT | Boston | “Mash-Up Fridays” 
with Dj Rick Rude + Dj Mash-Up 
Mafia 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Seed In The 
City” with Dj Bradford James + Randy 
Deshaies + Halo 


y | Jim Plunkett 
Akashic 


FREEZEPOP 
play the Middle 
East downstairs 
December 12. 


GREAT SCOTT | Aliston| “The Pill” with 
Dj Ken + Dj Michael V. 


HARPERS FERRY | Aliston | Corey 
Smith + Matt Lowell 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Memphis 
Rockabilly + Girl Howdy 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Violette 
UILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Trevor 
Jude Smith & Zach Comatois 
UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Sand 
Machine + Shiner Jones + Jeff Harris 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Providence, R! 
| Method Man + Redman 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | Sea 
Monsters 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Angela Desveaux & the Mighty Ship 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Preezepop + Bon Savants + 
Toothaches + Barnicle 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
| Neptune + Parts & Labor + Big Bear + 
Thief Thief 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 10 pm 
| Neon God + Gunpowder Gelatine 
{Queen tribute] 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “The FINAL 
Wobble” with Dj John Funke 
O’BRIEN’S | Aliston | Muck & the Mires 
+ Topheavy 
OLIVER'S | Boston | This Blue Heaven + 
Honors + Common Thrill + Motion Sick 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | Sister 
Hazel + Benjy Davis Project + Andrew 
Hoover 
LOUNGE | Somerville | “Farewell 
to Tony the Bookie Show” with DOODZ 
+ Headband + B.J. Snowden + J.D. 
PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | Kel- 
lie Lin Knott + Rebecca Katz 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| “Pretty Little Things” with Dj Vinny 
PRECINCT | Somerville | 10:30 pm 
| Frank Graham | 11:30 pm | Kevin 
Connolly 
PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL PLYM- 
OUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | Leah 
Souza Trio 
REDLINE | Cambridge | “Friday Alterna- 
tive” with Dj KC Hallett 
RESTAURANT LAURA | Dorchester | 7 
pm | Valdisa Moura 
RISE | Boston | 2 am | “Hearthrob” with 
Dj Red Foxx + Baltimoroder + Morgan 
Louis: Nightclub | Djs Hush & Bons: 
Lounge 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Schiso- 
phonic” with Hj So 
ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Ran’da-voo 
Fridays” 
RYLES | Cambridge | Jazzadelic 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 6 pm | 
Radioactive Rustlers | 9 pm | “Honky- 
tonk Night” with Dave Sammarco 
SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
Karrin Allyson 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Soul of 
Boston 
TOAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | John Cate & 
the Van Gogh Brothers 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | “Clandestino” 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Carnbridge | 
“Xmortis presents Uber: Gothic Win- 
ter Ball” with Dj Chris Ewen 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Solid!” with Dj Die 
Young + Dj Baltimoroder 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Piain | 
10 pm | “Absinthe” with Dj Knife 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Noon 

| Alex Wright & the Wrongs | 3 pm | 
Boby Limijaya | “CNC Music Mara- 
thon” with Mary Casiello + Flaming 
Awesome + Wrong Noises + Effective 
Dose + Melanie Driscoll + Mepos 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 6 
pm | Sinti Rhythm | 10 pm | Creensky 
Bluegrass 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | Neighbor- 
hoods + Unnatural Axe + Drunks 
Don't Lie 

Continued on p 24 
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Into the alt tive holiday fare 
i ee the Riverside T Stop, Turtle Lane offers free 
Special Holiday Week Shows Dec. 


GOOD VIBRATIONS 


WWW .GOODVIBES. COM 


pin 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6:00PM 


Blue 


NETWORK SCHMOOZE 
WITH STAFFING AGENC 
JOB RECRUITERS 


ENJOY INEXPENSIVE SPECIALTY APPETIZERS 


SLUGGING CEO BATTING PRACTICE 
THE VISITOR’S BATTING CAGE FENWAY 
OTHER THEMED GAMES RAFFLES 
PRIZE GIVEAWAYS 


BLUE 
GROUP 


VIDEO 


. 
ae 
PRECINCT 


THE PERSUASIONS DEC 7:30PM 10PM 


TOAST THE NEW YEAR 
THE REGATTABAR 


UGAR RAY THE BLUETONES 
DEC 9:30PM 


LEAH RANDAZZO JAN 21. 7:30PM 


www.regattabarjazz.co 


call 617.395.7757 


Continued from p 22 

BEEHIVE | Boston | 10 pm | Crupo 
Fantasia 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Prospect Hill + 
Dead Season + Tripmynd + Hour Be- 
fore Dawn 

BLACK MOON MUSIC LOUNGE | 
Belchertown | Oneside 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Full-Time Dreamers + Ce- 
teal Theory + Jive Ass Revue + Hornets 
+ Zyrah Orange 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Diane Blue & the Fatback Band 
CHURCH | Boston | Logan 5 & the Run 
ners + Weisstronauts + Sool + My Own 
Worst Enemy + Mercy James Cang 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS COFFEEHOUSE 
| Franklin | Candalph Murphy + Lind- 
say Mac 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | “Session Americana Holiday 
Show” 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | Phyllis Fal 
lon & the Workingman’s Jazz Band 
CROSSROADS COFFEEHOUSE | North 
Andover | Alice Peacock 

DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S 
Quincy | Fran D'Agostino Band 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 pm 


Sweep the Leg 

ESTATE | Boston | “Satisfaction Sai 
urdays” 

FELT | Boston | “Social Club Saturdays” 


with Mike Bose: 


GOOD LIFE 
Ricky Powell + Rude-1 
GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | Zoz 
Disappe 
of Meth 
HARBOR GRILLE | Plymouth | Charles 
Savage 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Styles P 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Bronze Radio 
Return 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Violette 
ULY PAD | Cambridge | 4 pm | Pablo 
Ablanedo Octeto | 7:30 pm | Under. 
ground Jazz St Quartet | 10 prn 
Michael Feinberg 
UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Mike 
Halla] Band + Tommy Dempsey + 
Mike Previti 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
Lake St. Dive 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Po Boys Hamrmmond B-3 Organ Trio 
MIDDLE DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Viennagram + Asleep In A Box 
+ Aux + Sizziechest 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridee 
Plus/Minus 


earer + Gods & Queens + Angels 


MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 10 pm | 
“The Neighborhood” with Dj D’hana 
MORIN’S HOMETOWN BAR AND 
GRILL | Attleboro | “Fuel Aid 2008: Cool 
Tunes, Warm Hearts” with Third 
Shift Jazz + New Son Rising 
O’BRIEN’S | Alliston | We're All Gonna 
Die + Hackman + Under 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Duocity 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7 pm | Mud- 
vayne + Ten Years + Snot 

LOUNGE | Somerville | Yoni 
Gordon & the Goods + Bynars + Close 
Friends 

PEARL STREET NIGHTCLUB | 
Northampton | These Green Eyes + Us 
Against the Archers 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 pm 
|“Boom Boom Room” with Dj Vinny 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 4 pm 

| Family Jewels | 10:30 pm | Death & 
Taxes 

PRECINCT | Somerville | 9 prn | James 
Christensen | 10:30 pm | Fancy Trash 
PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL PLYM- 
OUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | Leah 
Souza Trio 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Soul 
Shack!” with DJ Inkognito 

RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Storm” with 

DJ Boris | 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Ghetto 
Blasters” with Dj Pop Bomb + Dj 
Dialogue 

ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Epic Satur- 
days” with Dj Mike Cruz 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | s pr | 
Reverb Joe & the Reverberators | 9 pm | 
Sarcasmatics 

SQUEALING PIG | Boston | 10 pm | In 
Out + Rococo La Boy + John Powhida 
International Airport 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Soul of 
Boston 


TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Abbie Barrett 


10 pm | “Croove Element Party” with 
People's Republic + 6th Degree 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 9:30 pm | 3rd Left | Midnight | 
Dj Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Carnbridge | 
“Heroes” with Dj Chris Ewen 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Ty Jesso 


SUNDAY 

See Club Durectory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jarnaica Plain | 
uu am | Erin Harpe 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 4 pm | 
Brandon Sheer | 7 pm | James Risolo 
Showcase 

AN TUA NUA| Boston | “Utopia Sun 
days” with Dj Bruno 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 1 
am | “Jazz Brunch” with North Shore 
Jazz Trio 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 5:30 pm | 
Inchicore | 9 pm | “8o’s Dance Party” 
BEEHIVE | Boston | Cincoson 
BURREN BACK ROOM | Somerville 
“Singer-Songwriter Series” with 

Danielle M 


Heverage A Mc 


BURREN | Somerville | 7 pm | “Amer- 
icano Session” 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz and 
Rock Jam” 
CHURCH | Boston | Boston Baby- 
dolls + Miss Tess & the Bon-Ton 
Parade 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
| Waterpills + Eric Stepanian 
C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Joe Pop- 
pen + Black Betty 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
pm | Jonno 
GREAT SCOTT | Alston | “Great 
Scott Holiday Party” with All These 
Kings + Cranston Willow 
HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | jon 
Lajoie 
HARPERS FERRY | Aliston | Ducky 
Boys + Far From Finished + Pinker- 
ton Thugs + Morgan Knockers 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 4:30 pm | 
“Blues Jam” 
KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | Boston 
|“CNC Music Marathon” with 
Chorderoy 
UILY PAD | Cambridge | 2 pm | Kelli 
Kathman & Bill Solomon | 6 pm | 
“CillyPad” with Nat Mugavero + Alec 
Spiegelman Quartet + Cill Aharon 
Croup + Mike Camble Ensemble | 9 
pm | Scrambler/Seequill + Electric 
Laser People + joyengin 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambrid 
Robinson Trio 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
11:30 am | “Irish Sessions” with Shea 
Walker | 9 pm | Haley Jane 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
“Belly Dance show” with Dj Carabed 
+ Sahar 
MIDOLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam 
bridge | 1 pm | Have N nt of It 
+ Interrobang?! + K 9 pm | 
Crimis + Blast n Verbs 
+ Plastic Reverie 
MIDWAY CAFE | jarnaica Plain | 3 pm | 
Heisai Yasokawa's Empt 
+ Arkham White + Led T 
+ Folly of M: 30 pm | Walk 
the Witch + Cirl On Top + Hypaspace 
+ Ari Band 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Truth 
Serum presents: Wreckage” 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | “The Whim- 
sy!” with Markus Nechay 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Rebound” with DJ Tanner 
Ross + Dj Jason B 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge |5 
pm | Frank Drake & the Aristocrats | 
9 pm | Frank Morey Band 
PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Action 
Sunday” with Djs Dinos & Amy + 
Stefan Scott 
RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Yoko Miwa 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 7:30 
pm | Bitches Brew [Miles Davis 
tribute} 
75 CHESTNUT | Boston | 1 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Maggie Galloway & 
Anthony Weller 
STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS 
Taunton | 6 pm | Jimmy O'Shea 
[Beatles tribute 
TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm 
man & Barn Star 


ge | Jeff 


mauts + 


chestra 


Zack Hick 
10 pm | David 


Wax Museum 

TOMMY DOYLE’S Cam- 
bridge |“Open Mic” wi 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE 
| Glowing + Ch 
Max Alper 


ZUZU | Cambridge 


s Of Arrows + 


MONDAY 


See Club Directory fi ne numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE | ( 
Sam Reid & t 


Line Old 

9pm/|Dj> 

n 
CANTAB Lounce UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8 p “Song 


Mike” 19:30 pm | Paul Ge 


Fruit Salad + Get Laid + Rai 


Speed 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
Pm | Jonno 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Missing 
Traces + Rex Complex + Bigshot 
Humble 


HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Radio 
Fix + Antique Scream 


LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | “Jam Ses- 
sion” with Rusty Scott 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Patrick 
Breiner | 10 pm | Fringe 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Open 
Mic” with Tom Bianchi 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
“Berklee Open Mic” 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Dj Chris Paul + Dj Creg Fitz 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
| Antlers + Cypsy Cab + Beasts of Eng- 
land + This Building’s On Fire + Alive 
& Awake 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | “Show- 
down: A Film, Music, & Video Festi- 
val” with Cate Giordano + Caitlin Roy 
+ Nick Leonard + Rebecca Collins 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Razormaze + 
Unholy Goatfucker + Spewtilator + 
Boarcorpse + ll Daemonium 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Makka Mondays” with DJ Up- 
percut + DJ Voyager o1 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Kepi + DJ Ryan the Terrible 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax: DJ Showdowns” with Dj Andy 

+ Dj Orhan 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 pm | 
Infinite Ensemble 

SCULLERS | Boston | Melissa Morgan 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton | 
7pm | “Open Mic” 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pr | Shwang 

& Anita Suhanin | 10:30 pm | Tim 
Cearan Band 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “ZuZu Bizarro 
Holiday Party” with Royalty In Exile 
+ Dj Crafts 


TUESDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 pm | 

Karmic Songwriters Circle” | 9:30 pm 
| Dylan Calvin 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge 
Dwight Ritcher 
BEEHIVE | Boston | Leo Genovese/Cos 
mic Gauchos 

BURREN | Somerville | 6:30 pm | “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McCowan 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Bluegrass Pickin’ Party” 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 8:30 pm | Jubilee Mule | 10 pm | 
Stillhouse Jammers 

CHURCH | Boston | Pray For Mojo + 
Mighty Tiny + Andrew Lewis 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pr | 
“Open Mic” 

DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S | 
Quincy | Ernie & the Automatics 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm | 
Ryan Fitzsimmons 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Tuesday Night 
Squabble” 

GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “Ice Cream 
Social - 50s and 60s Dance Party” with 
Chris Devlin + E-Marce 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | “Indie 
Rock Parade” 

JOHNNY D’S| Somerville | “New York 
Songwriters Circle” 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Rick Costa 
Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Ses- 
sion Americana” 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
B3 Kings 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 

| Sneaks 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
| Living Sea + Mystery Tramps + Loud 


Clappers 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Carla 
Rynder 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | School For Robots 
+ Left Hand Does + Sincerely, the 
Managemer 


Sound Showca 
+ Bill 
Exusamwa 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB) Boston | Ten 
Out OFT r 


Rhoads + Matthew Perryman Jones + 
Andy Davis + Erin McCarley 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Kaitlin Dibble + Michala 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “RCTV™ 
with John Straub 

RYLES | Cambridge | “Ryies Artist 
Showcase” 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Katie 
Rose Breslin & Christie Prince 
SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 10 pm 
|“A Charlie Brown Christmas” with 
David Benoit 

Continued on p 26 
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Effen Christmas! Holiday Party” with 
Dj Pretty Boy Jones: Lounge 
- 
a | 
~ 
5 
| 
j | 
HAIRCUTS FOR MEN 
: with Dj Mayhem + Dj Brek.One + D} 
af — wa ‘Gift For Kim OUTPOST | Cambridge |“A Modern 
| [ae a Herzig + Trent Dabbs + Tyler James + 
emia 
FOr | ts, Visit: TVs. Leather Barber Chav 
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CONNECTION 
WILBUR THEATRE 


Tracy Morgan 
Saturday, December 
6:30 doors 7:30 show 


New Year’s 
Eve Show 


Joel McHale 


two shows 7:00 9:45 
Sinbad 


Friday. January 


Andrew Dice Clay Tim and Eric 


Saturday, January Saturday, January 


Bill Burr 


February 


Greg Behrendt 


February 


Frank Caliendo 


Saturday, February 


Dom Norm Macdonald Lisa Lampanelli 


Friday, February Saturday, February Saturday, March 
the 
Caveman 
March 

Purchase tickets at: 


thewilburtheatre. com 


or through 

charge by phone: 617.931.2000 

Box Office open Mon-Fri 12-6pm 
246 Tremont St. Boston, MA 02116 


Mitch Fatel 


Saturday, March 


Charlie Murphy 


Saturday, April 


660 Washington St. 


Discounted parking available 
the Archstone Garage. 


18th Annual 


‘wi 


THE LARGEST WINE AND 


+ 450 Wineries from Around the World 

* 1,800 Wines to Sample 

* Celebrity Chefs 

+ Wine & Food Seminars 

“Jazzed About Wine” Opening Night Gala 
Grand Cru Wine Lounge 


THE BOSTON WINE EXPO 
January 23-25, 2009 
Seaport World Trade Center 


www.WineExpoBoston.com 


Purchase your tickets online at www.WineExpoBoston.com! 


Sponsored By: 


Wine Spectator Beverage 


> 


| 
LAS’ 
EVENT NEW ENGLANE 
ntl 
~ 
j 


and 
The Boston Comedy Hall Fame Fund 
present 


Featuring Best Comics 
Performances Tony 
Kenny Rogerson Sweeney 
Mike Donovan solomita 

nny Clarke Barry 


All proceeds benefit the 
Boston Comedy Hall Fame Fund 


A charitable organization to assist comics in need 
www.bostoncomedyhalloffame.com 


GET TICKETS NOW! 
For full schedule and tickets 
visit showcaselive.com 
any Ticketmaster® 
call 866-448-7849 


Showcase Live at Patriot Place Gillette Stadium, Foxboro, MA 


Sponsored 


LINEUP SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Brendan 
Hogan | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | “Tuesday Acoustic Showcase” 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Via Nova + Tropics + Stop For Capes 
ZUZU | Cambridge | DJ Nook 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm | 
“Songwriter's Circle” with Johhny 
Nicholson | 9 pm | “Open Mic” with 
Bryan Murphy [Shills} 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Field Effect 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Carn- 
bridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz and Rock 
Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | Ralph Eats Dyna- 
mite + Red Quiet + Thick As Thieves + 
Darker Hues 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | “Fine 
Winter's Night” with Mart & Shan 
non Heaton 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm | 
Nate Watkins 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Dancehall X-Mas 
Style” with Kotek + Damian Silva + Dj 
Brynmore 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Broken River 
Prophet + Quincunx + Shepherdess + 
Chost Box Orchestra 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Ace 
Enders + Good Old War + Morning 
Light 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Zagnutt 
KICKBACK’S LOUNGE | Springfield | 
“Uptown Wednesdays” 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Yoko 
Miwa Trio 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | To- 
morrowtomorrowtomorrow + Abba 
Zabba 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Den- 
nis Brennan Band + Jimmy Ryan & 
Hayride 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
“Belly Dancing” 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Taproot + Silent Season + Resin 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
| Sparky's Flaw + Sunset Is A Battle + 
Soap Stars 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Love- 
whip + Atomic Trash 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Stardust 
Open Stage” with D] Nomadik 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Escape the Base- 
ment + Susan Constant 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Moldof/Kelley/ 
Stelzer + Epicureans 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm |“Techno & Tech House” with Zero 
G Sounds 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Poverty Line Oid Time Band 
PRECINCT | Somerville | Rex Complex 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Primitive 
Sounds” with Jason Beek + PJ] Eastman 
+ Doug Gesler 

RYLES | Cambridge | “World Wednes- 
days” with Hiro Honshuku & A-NO- 
NE 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | jenee 
Halstead & Andy Cambria | 10 pm | 
Resophonics 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Vivian Darkbloom + Forsythe + Sun 
sets Quick 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Roots & Razors” 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 

addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 

10 pm | Lagoon 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 pm | 

Viri Dimayuga 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Bobby Keyes 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 

Cambridge | “The Twisted Rico Revue” 

with Milquetoast + Caged Heat + Vul 

Garity + Erin Harpe 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 

bridge | Chicken Slacks 

CHURCH | Boston | “The Christmas 

Underground” with Dj Marsman + 
PLE THICK + Classic Ruins + Jay Al 

len & the Archcriminals + Jessy & the 

Jingle Belles + Egos 

CLEAR CONSCIENCE CAFE | Cambridge 

| Sal Baglio + Julie Dougherty 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5741 | 435 South 
Huntington Ave, Jamaica 
Plain 
ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 | 
334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
AN TUA NUA | 617.262.2121 | 
835 Beacon St, Boston 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 Ar- 
senal St, Watertown 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
BEACHCOMBER | 617.479.8989 
Wollaston Beach Blvd, 
Quincy 
BEEHIVE | 617.423.0069 | 541 
Tremont St, Boston 
BILL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | 5.5 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
BLACK MOON MUSIC LOUNGE 
| 413.813.5434 | 37 State St, 
Belchertown 
BURRELL SCHOOL | 
508.543.1605 | 16 Morse St, 
Foxboro 
BURREN BACK ROOM | 
617.776.6896 | 247 Elm 
Street, Somerville 
BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 
247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 
CAFE 939 | 617.747.2261 | 939 
Boylston St, Boston 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
| 617.354.2685 | 738 Massa- 
chusetts Ave, Cambridge 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massa- 
chusetts Ave, Cambridge 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN | 
617.492.9646 | 10 Eliot St, 
Cambridge 
CHURCH | 617.236.7600 | 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS COFFEE- 
HOUSE | 508.528.2541 | 262 
Chestnut St, Franklin 
CLEAR CONSCIENCE CAFE | 
617.661.1580 | 581 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 
CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 
| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
C-NOTE | 781.925.4300 | 159 
Nantasket Ave, Nantasket 
Beach 
COLONIAL INN | 978.369.9200 
| 48 Monument Square, 
Concord 
COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | 617.248.9700 | 948 
Broadway, Saugus 
COMEDY STUDIO | 
617.661.6507 | 1236 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
CROSSROADS COFFEEHOUSE | 
978.687.3960 | 190 Academy 
Rd, North Andover 


DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ 
FIREFLY’S | 617.471.0011 | 516 
Adams St, Quincy 
DICK'S BEANTOWN COM- 
EDY VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 
617.482.0110 | 124 Boylston 
St, Boston 
DICKS LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy Mar- 
ket, Boston 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge St, 
Salem 

DOWN THE STREET CAFE | 
978.970.3545 | 25 Market 
St, Lowell 

DRAFT | 617.783.9400 | 34 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE | 
617.350.9977 | 161 Devon- 
shire St, Boston 

EMERALD ISLE | 
617.288.0010 | 1501 
Dorchester Ave, 
Dorchester 

ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 

FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | 
617.859.9900 | Hotel Com- 
monwealth, 500 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 28 
Kingston St, Boston 
GREAT SCOTT | 617.734.4502 
| 1222 Comm Ave, Allston 
HANOVER THEATRE FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS | 
508.831.0800 | 2 South 
bridge St, Worcester 
HARBOR GRILLE | 
508.591.5036 | @ the 
Radisson Hotel Plymouth 
Harbor, 180 Water St, 
Plymouth 

HARD ROCK CAFE | 
617.424.7625 | 22-24 Clinton 
St, Boston 

HARPERS FERRY | 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brighton 
Ave, Aliston 

ICARUS | 617.426.1790 | 3 
Appleton St, Boston 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 
617.263.6887 | 216 Hanover 
St, Boston 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 

JIN ASIAN | 781.231.8888 | 20 
Bennett Highway, Saugus 
JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 
|17 Holland St, Davis 
Square, Somerville 
JOSIE’S PLACE | 617.389.9335 | 
281 Main St, Everett 


KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | 
617.426.3333 | 42 Province 
St, Boston 
KICKBACK’S LOUNGE | 
413.746.0100 | 1534 State St, 
Springfield 
LA LUNA CAFE | 617.576.3400 
| 403 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
LES ZYGOMATES | 
617.542.5108 | 129 South St, 
Boston 
ULY PAD | 617.395.1393 | 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
LIZARD LOUNGE | 
617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Washing- 
ton St, Providence, Rl 
MACHINE | 617.536.1950 | 
1256 Boylston St, Boston 
MAD RAVEN | 781.894.8188 | 
Main St, Waltham 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | 
617.232.0188 | 14 Harvard 
St, Brookline 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 
617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 
| 617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | 
617.864.EAST | 472 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 
MIDWAY CAFE | 617.524.9038 
3496 Washington St, Ja- 
maica Plain 
MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740| @ 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 
MORIN’S HOMETOWN BAR 
AND GRILL | 508.222.9875 | 16 
South Main St, Attleboro 
O'BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
OLIVER'S | 617.536.4840 | 
@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookline Ave, Boston 
ORPHEUM THEATRE | 
617.482.0650 | 1 Hamilton 
Pl, Boston 
OUTPOST | 617.876.0860 | 
186 Hampshire St, Cam- 
bridge 
PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 | 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 
P.A!S LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 
| 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 
PEARL STREET NIGHTCLUB | 
413.584.0610 | 10 Pearl St, 
Northampton 
PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | 
718.762.5565 | 685 Wash- 
ington St, Norwood 


PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
PLOUGH 6 STARS | 
617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
PORTER BELLY’S PUB | 
617.254.3300 | 338 Wash- 
ington St, Brighton 
PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 7% 
Union Square, Somerville 
PUB @ THE RADISSON HO- 
TEL PLYMOUTH HARBOR | 
508.591.5036 | 180 Water 
St, Plymouth 
PUU’S BAR AND GRILL | 
617.491.9616 | 635 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 59 
JFK St, Cambridge 
RESTAURANT LAURA | 
617.825.9004 | 688 Colurn- 
bia Rd, Dorchester 
RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 Stu- 
art St, Boston 
RIVER GODS | 617.576.1881 | 
125 River St, Cambridge 
ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
‘SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 
617.666.3589 | 335 Somer- 
ville Ave, Somerville 
SCULLERS | 617.562.4121 | 
DoubleTree Guest Suites, 
400 Soldiers Field Rd, 
Boston 
75 CHESTNUT | 617.226.2175 | 
75 Chestnut St, Boston 
SHOWCASE LIVE | 
888.354.7042 | 23 Patriot Pi, 
Foxborough 
SQUEALING PIG | 617.566.6651 
|134 Smith St, Boston 
‘STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
508.824.3435 | 15 School St, 
Taunton 
‘SWEETWATER CAFE | 
617.351.2525 | 3 Boylston 
Place, Boston 
TERRACE LOUNGE | 
617.236.5800 | @ the Mar- 
riott Hotel Copley Place, 
no Huntington Ave, 
Boston 
TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | 
617.864.1311 | 96 Winthrop 
St, Cambridge 
‘TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 
617.492. BEAR | 10 Brook- 
line St, Central Square, 
Cambridge 
WAVE SPORTS PUB | 
781.894.7014 | 411 Waverly 
Oaks Rd, Waltham 
WILBUR THEATRE | 
617.248.9700 | 246 Trem- 
ont St, Boston 
ZUZU | 617.864. EAST | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 

and 10 pm | “Covers Night” with 

Lori McKenna, Mark Erelli & Jake 
Armerding 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm | 
Brian Locher 

DRAFT | Allston |“CNC Music Mara. 
thon” with Christie Leigh + Brian Bur- 
rill + Chris Ross 

FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Club Naked, 
Pleasurable Thursdays” with Dj Dr. 
Rea + DJ Marcus Christian: Nightclub 
+“True Music Thursdays”: Lounge 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Special Treats: 
Surprise Djs” 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Scrooges + 
Slim Jim & The Madcows + Night 
Prowler + Cocked N" Loaded + DJ Ken 
Cmar 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Nigh 
Marchers + Obits + Two Tears 
ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo Hi 
rakawa & Matt Hogan 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | “Chandler 
Travis X-Mas Party” 

LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | Ariane 
Martins 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Lowercase 
P| 10 pm | Certz/Bergonzi/Kaufm 
UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Ange- 
line + Gene Dante & the Future Starlets 
+ Amber Delaurentis 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 7 
pm | “Irish Sessions” with Shea Walker 
|10 pm | Wild Sextet 


MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Carniridge | 
10 pm | Chelsea City Council 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge | 
“X-Mas at the Middle East” with Keys 
To the Streets Of Fear + Hands & Knees 
+ Mr, Sister + King Satan + DJ Apol 
lonia Timore 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 9 pm 
| Cassey Malloy | 10 pm | “We 
Dance Night + Queeraoke” wi 
Summer's Eve 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 
Juice” with Dj Leans 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston 
too Christmas Party” 
Curses + Monolith 
OLIVER'S | Boston | Black River Sound 
+ Emergency Service + Alchemystics 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | Alex Wan & the 
Cultural Fusion 
PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
Poverty Line Old Time Band 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum N Bass” with Dj 
Crook + Dj Lenore 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Jenee Halstead + David Wax Museum 
+ Abbie Barrett 
PORTER BELLY’S us Brighton | 
“Thursday Before C Party” 
with Charlie River Band + Grownup 
Noise + Daniel Miller 
REDLINE | Cambr 
Mahon Trio | 10 p 
Thursdays” with Dj 


“Hella 
ki + D] Neebor 

5 ‘ay Tat 
with Pulp 45 + 


em 


ristmas F 


pm | Joe Mc 
“Cheap Cologne 
Soul Clap 


RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Dj night” 
with Chris Marstal! + Brad Searles 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Resur 
rectionists 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton 
{7 pm | “Blues Band Blues Jam” with 
Michael Paolucci 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Dave Alpert | 
10 pm | Organ In Orbit 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 9:30 pm | Spinz | Midnight | Dj 
Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 

| Kieran Ridge Band + Golden West 
Motor Lodge + Lemonpeeler + Bean 
Pickers Union 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Mambo Beat 
Club” with Beat Train + Dj Vinny 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | “Bas- 
tards Inc. Improv Comedy” 
COMEDY STUDIO | “The MC Mr 
Napkins Show” with Laura Crawford 
+ James Duffy + Wes Hazard + Steve 
Macone + Mehran + Colleen Mor 
risey + Robby RoadSteamer + Raj 
Silveramian 


Listings 
Induction Steven Wright 
7 
| 
\ 
q f f 
q 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “The Chris Zito 
Show” 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and io pm | 
“Main Stage Show” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 


“Bastards, Inc.” | 10 pm | “The Great 
and Secret Comedy Show” 
ORPHEUM THEATRE | 7:30 pm | 
“Cheech & Chong Light Up America” 
with Shelby Chong 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 

WILBUR THEATRE | 7:30 pm | “Stella 
Comedy Troupe” Michael lan Black 

+ Michael Showalter + David Wain + 
Eugene Mirman 


FRIDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 


ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

| “Improv Jones Presents: Product 

Placement” 

BURRELL SCHOOL | “Improv Soup” 

with Un-Common Theatre Co. 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOWLOON 

R-Rated Hypnotist” Frank 

Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | “The Reid & Renata 

Show” with Mike Lemme + Drew 

Spangler + Steve Macone + Bigg Nexx 

+ Rob Turbovsky + Joe Madaus 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 

@ REMINGTON’S | Chris Zito + Or- 

lando Baxter 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm | 

“Main Stage Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7:30 pm 

|“SketchHaus” | 9:30 pm | “Harold 

Night” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm 

| “Between Jobs” | 10 pm | “Friday 
Night Face Off” | 11:30 pm | — 

Cap” 

ORPHEUM THEATRE | 7:30 pm | 

“Cheech & Chong Light Up America” 

with Shelby Chong 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | Nate Johnson + 
Renata Tutko + Steve Macone + Brian 
Moote + Preach + Jon Rineman 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | Chris Zito + Or- 
lando Baxter 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE | 10 pm | Speed 
of Thought Players 

HANOVER THEATRE FOR THE PER- 
FORMING ARTS | Lisa Lampanelli 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
“Main Stage Show” | Midnight | “The 
Midnight Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7:30 pm 
|“Mosaic” with South City Theater | 
9:30 pm | “Boston News Net” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 6 pm 

| “Family Show” | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
“Mainstage” | 11:30 pm | “Night Cap” 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | “The Shaun Bed- 
good Show” with Jessie Baade + Rick 
Canavan + Jeff Cerulli + Nicole Lu- 
parelli + Steve Macone + Pat McLoud + 
Chris Pennie + Joe Picirrillo + Lamont 
Price + Chris Pennie 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Boston's Longest 
Open Mic Nite” with Carolyn Plummer 
EMERALD ISLE | “Big Funny Sunday” 
with Corey Manning + Chris Tabb 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 7 pm | 
“Sgt. Culpepper’s Comedy Jamboree” 


MONDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy Show- 
case” with Kevin Knox 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 7 pm | “Cheapshots 
Comedy Club” 

SHOWCASE LIVE | “Boston Com- 

edy Hall of Fame Honoring Steven 
Wright” 


TUESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK"S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy Show- 
case” with Jim Lauletta 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

COMEDY STUDIO | Dan Crohn + Mike 
Del ano + Andrew Raymond Durso + 


Steve Macone + Billy Bob Neck + Chris 
Norton + Mike Pincus + DJ Reason + 
Brian Shimkin + Bryan Ames 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Wacky Wednes- 
days” with Paul Nardizzi 

EMERALD ISLE | “Comedy Soup Kitch- 
en Open Mic” with Rich Custus 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Vanity 
Project” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | “The 
Hump” with “Lindsay and Joe Show” 
+“Peccadillo” 

OLIVER'S | “Fenway Follies” 
SWEETWATER CAFE “Rude Boyz 
Productions Presents: How the Jokerz 
Stole Christmas” with Lamont Price 


THURSDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 


COMEDY STUDIO | “The MC Mr. Nap- 
kins Show” with Sandy Asai + Jim 
Blumenfeld + Ed Domingues + igor + JJ 
Leslie + Steve Macone + Andrew Mayer 
+ Bob Sheehey 

DICKS BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “The Chris Zito 
Show” 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Main Stage 
Show” | 9:45 pm | “Free Improv Set” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 
“The ImprovBoston Holiday Spectacu- 
lar” | 10 pm | “The Great and Secret 
Comedy Show” 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 


CONCERTS 


Popular 


THURSDAY 

“AIMEE MANN’S 3rd ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS SHOW” | 8 pm | Somer- 
ville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, Somer- 
ville | $40-$43.50 | 617.876.4275 
BERKLEE SINGERS SHOWCASE | 8:15 
pm | Berklee Performance Center, 136 
Mass Ave, Boston | $2-$10 | 617.747.2261 
“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILUE SORDILLO TRIO | 6 pm | Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St, Baston 
| Free | 617.425.5159 

“KISS 108 JINGLE BALL” | With Katy 
Perry + David Archuleta + Natasha 
Bedingfield + Ne-Yo + Jesse McCart- 
ney + Kevin Rudolf + Hinder + Lady 
Gaga + Secondhand Serenade | 7 pm 

| Tsongas Arena, 300 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way, Lowell | $41.50-$126.50 | 
978.848.6900 

“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | 
Holiday-themed music and comedy 
variety dinner show | Dec 5-21; daily 

7 pm + Sat noon matinee + Sun 2 pm 
matinee | Braintree Sons of Italy, 

161 King Hill Rd, Braintree | $45 | 
781.843.5862 

NEW ENGLAND PHONOGRAPHERS 
UNION | 8 pm | AXIOM Center for New 
and Experimental Media, 141 Green 
St, Jamaica Plain | $7 suggested dona- 
tion | 617.653.7774 

PERKINS TRIO + PERKINS CHAM- 
BER SINGERS | Holiday concert | 
Thurs 7:30 pm; Sun 3 pm | Perkins 
School for the Blind, 175 North Beacon 
St, Watertown | Free | 617.972.7240 
TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA | 7:30 
pm | DCU Center, 50 Foster St, Worces- 
ter | $41-$51 | 508.755.6800 


FRIDAY 

ANTHOLOGY WOMEN’S VOCAL 
QUARTET | jazz, classical, American 
folk music, and Christmas songs from 
around the world | 8 pm | Third Life 
Studios, 33 Union Square, Somerville 
| $15; $5 ages under 12 | www.antholo- 
gyvoices.com 

BEACH HOUSE + TICKLEY FEATHER 
|7:30 pm | Museum of Fine Arts, 465 
Huntington Ave, Boston | $15; $12 stu- 
dents, seniors | 617.369.3306 

BLUE GYSTER CULT | 8 pm | Showcase 
Live, 23 Patriot Pi, Foxborough | $26- 
$46 | 888.354.7042 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O’DONOVAN” | With 
Solas + Cara Dillon + Sean Keane + 
Kieran Jordan + Navan | Fri 8 pm; Sat 
3+ 8pm; Sun 3 pm | Cutler Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston | $25- 
$75 | 800.233.3123 

“CHRISTMAS WITH AMY GRANT 
AND VINCE GILL” | 7:30 pm | DCU Cen- 
ter, 50 Foster St, Worcester | $46.25- 


$76.25 | 508.755.6800 

DURAN DURAN | 9 pm | MGM Crand 
@ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich West- 

erly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | $35-$55 | 
860.312.3352 

FRED FRITH’S COSA BRAVA + MARC 
RIBOT | 7:30 pm | Institute of Con- 
temporary Art, 100 Northern Ave, 
Boston | $25; $20 students, seniors | 
617.478.3103 

SKIP GORMAN + FISHKEN & 
GROVES | 8 pm | Amazing Firehouse, 
160 Hollis St, Framingham | $18; $17 
students, seniors | 508.405.ARTS 
STEVE KUHN | 8 pm | Harvard 
University, New College Theatre, 
10-12 Holyoke St, Cambridge | Free | 
617.496.2222 

MARTA GOMEZ GROUP | 7:30 + 9:30 
pm | Cambridge Multicultural Arts 
Center, 42 Second St, Cambridge | $14- 
$16 | 617.577.1400 

ANNIE RICH | 7 pm | 80 Border Street 
Cultural Exchange, Atlantic Works 
Building, 80 Border St, East Boston | 
$10 donation | www. 8oborderstreet. 
org 

“ROCK ESPANOL FESTIVAL” 
WITH CORDERO + JUANCHO HER- 
RERA SOULSA RAFAEL GOMEZ 
| 9 pm | Casa de la Cultura/Center for 
Latino Arts, Jorge Hernandez Cultural 
Center, 85 West Newton St, Boston | 
$15-$20 | 617.927.1739 

MARTIN SEXTON | 7:30 pm | Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | $26-$32 | 617.747.2261 

“THE SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF 
MEXICO” WITH MARIACHI VERI- 
TAS DE HARVARD | 8 pm | Harvard 
University, Leverett House Dining 
Hall, 28 DeWolfe St, Cambridge | $5 | 
617.596.2222 

CHRIS SMITHER | 8 pm | Center 

for Arts in Natick, 144 Summer St, 
Natick | $22; $21 students, seniors | 
508.647.0097 

STAMBANDET | Scandinavian vocal 
group | 8 pm | Westford Museum, 2 
Boston Rd, Westford | $15; $5 teens; 
free for ages under 13 | 978.692.5550 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 

“A3D HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
FUNDRAISER” WITH MAMADOU + 
GREG COLES + SISTERS IN DANCE | 
7:30 pm | Knights of Columbus Hall, 
94 Washington Square, Salem | $20- 
$25 | 978.509.4821 or www.a3dinc.org 
DUWENDE | 8 pr | Center for Arts in 
Natick, 14 Summer St, Natick | $18; $17 
students, seniors | 508.647.0097 
CARA FRANKOWICZ, JAMES HAM- 
ILTON & ANDY COLLINS + CHRIS 
WILHELM | 8 pr | Loring-Creenough 
House, 12 South St, Jamaica Plain | $10 
| 857.928.5417 

GET LAID + SALICK SHOW + FRUIT 
SALAD + GENERAL INTEREST | 7 

pm | Papercut Zine Library, 45 Mount 
Auburn St, Cambridge | Donations 
welcome | 617.492.2600 

HALALISA SINGERS | “Raisins & 
Honey: Sweet Songs of Celebra- 
tion”: holiday music from around 
the world, with Conrad Susa’s 
Carols and Lullabies, Music of the 
Southwest, African carols, American 
tunes, traditional Gospel songs, 
Hanukkah songs, and more | 8 pm 

| First Parish in Lexington Unitar- 
ian-Universalist, 7 Harrington Rd, 
Lexington | $15; $12 students, seniors 
| 781.862.6353 

TOM HALL | 2 pm | Brandeis Univer- 
sity, Rose Art Museum, 415 South St, 
Waltham | Free | 781.736.3400 

“THE HARVARD CONNECTION: HON- 
ORING PIANIST STEVE KUHN ‘SS” 
WITH HARVARD jAZZ BANDS | 8 pm 

| Harvard University, Lowell Lecture 
Hall, 17 Kirkland St, Cambridge | $10; 
$8 students, seniors | 617.496.2222 

1D M THEFT ABLE + MIKE BULLOCK 
+ NMPERIGN & JAKE MEGINSKY + 
UNDR QUARTET | 8 pm | Third Life 
Studio, 33 Union Square, Somerville | 
$8 suggested donation | http://open- 
sound.org 

“JUKEBOX HEROES LIVE!” | with 
musicians impersonating Elvis, the 
Everly Brothers, Rick Nelson, Willie 
Nelson, Jerry Lee Lewis, the Beach 
Boys, the Beatles, and more | Sat 8 
pm; Sun 2 pm | Regent Theatre, 7 
Medford St, Arlington | $25-$47.50 | 
781.646.3800 

MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER | 9 pm | 
MGM Crand @ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | $39- 
$99 | 860, 312.3352 


“OUTSIDE THE LINES HOLIDAY SALE 
EXTRAVAGANZA & CONCERT” | With 
Fertile Crescent, Emperor Norton's 
Stationary marching Band, Needy 
Visions, Geoglyphs, Magic Jackson, 
and Dj Fast Eddy | 6 pm | Outside the 
Lines Art Studio, 70 @biby St, Medford 
| Free admission | www.outsidetheli- 
nesstudio.org 

RADCLIFFE CLIFFE NOTES | A cap- 
pela concert | Sat-Sun 1 pm | Harvard 
Coop, 14400 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
Free | 617.499.2000 

WATERMELON SLIM + CHIP QUINN | 
8 pm | Amazing Firehouse, 160 Hollis 
St, Framingham | $18; $17 students, 
seniors | 508.405.ARTS 
VANVALOU | Traditional African and 
Caribbean music | 8 pm | Wellesley 
College, Jewett Auditorium, 106 Cen- 
tral St, Wellesley | Pree | 781.283.2028 
NEIL YOUNG + WILCO + EVEREST | 7 
pm | DCU Center, 50 Foster St, Worces- 
ter | $51.25-$251.25 | 508.755.6800 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | See list- 
ing for Fri 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 
AARDVARK jAZZ ORCHESTRA 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT | 7:30 pm | 
Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury St, 
Boston | $15 | 617.776.8778 

BON IVER | 8 pm | Wilbur Theatre, 
246 Tremont St, Boston | $21.56 | 
617.248.9700 

FISHKEN & GROVES | 8 pm | Amazing 
Firehouse, 160 Hollis St, Framingham 
| $15; $14 students, seniors | 508.405. 
ARTS 

“JAZZ JAM” | 2 pm | Jamaicaway Books 
& Gifts, 676 Centre St, Jamaica Plain | 
$5 | 617.983.3204 

MILLING GOWNS | 2 pm | Clarendon 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Nave Gal- 
lery, 155 Powderhouse Blvd, Somer- 
ville | Free | www.artsomerville org 
NIGHT SONG | Traditional and con- 
temporary chant; motets by Deane, 
Byrd, and Caustun; jazz with Ben 
Schwendener and Bhob Rainey | 7 pm | 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Revere 
St + Roanoke Ave, Jamaica Plain | Free 
| 617.312.8328 

“RAUL MALO CHRISTMAS SHOW” 

| 8 pm | Showcase Live, 23 Patriot Pi, 
Foxborough | $30-$57 | 888.354.7042 
“SPECIAL K's HOLIDAY CONCERT” | 4 
pm | LynnArts, 25 Exchange St, Lynn | 
$15; $13 students, seniors | 508.757.8515 
“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | See list- 
ing for Pri 
“JUKEBOX HEROES LIVE!” | See list- 
ing for Sat 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 
PERKINS TRIO + PERKINS CHAM- 
BER SINGERS | See listing for Thurs 
RADCLIFFE CLIFFE NOTES | See list- 
ing for Sat 


MONDAY 
BERKLEE STRING ORCHESTRA | 8:15 
pm | Berklee Performance Center, 136 
Mass Ave, Boston | $2-$10 | 617.747.2261 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


TUESDAY 
A-NO-NE TRIO | “jazzy Christmas Car- 
ols” | 12:15 pm | King’s Chapel, Trem- 
ont + School Sts, Boston | $3 suggested 
donation | 617.227.2155 

“A MUSICAL THEATER CELEBRA- 
TION” | Works by Stephen Sondheim 

| 8:15 pm | Berklee Performance Cen- 
ter, 136 Mass Ave, Boston | $2-$10 | 
617.747.2261 

“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
MILLENNIUM GOSPEL CHOIR | 7:30 
pm | Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Hun- 
tington Ave, Boston | $25; $20 stu- 
dents, seniors | 617.369.3306 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


THURSDAY 

NADIA WASHINGTON QUARTET | 

7 pm | Isabella Stewart Cardner Mu- 
seum, 280 the Fenway, Boston | $23; 
$18 seniors; $10 students; $5 ages 5-17 
| 617.278.5156 

NEC YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA | 8 
pm | Brown Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, 
Boston | Pree | 617.585.1260 
Continued on p 28 


THURSDAY, DEC 14. 
WEST AFRICAN POP 
SAMBA LOLO 


FRIDAY, DEC 12 
ROOTS ROCK / COUNTRY 
GIRL HOWDY 
MEMPHIS ROCKABILLY 


SATURDAY, DEC 13 
POP / ROCK 
BRONZE RADIO RETURN 


SUNDAY, DEC 14 
OPEN BLUES JAM 
4:30 - 8:30PM 
AFRO BEAT / LATIN 
MUSIC SERIES 9:30 PM 


MONDAY, DEC 15 
FREE PIZZA 6-8:30PM 
TEAM TRIVIA 8:30PM 


TUESDAY, DEC 16 


NY SONGWRITERS CIRCLE 


MIEKA PAULEY,SETH GLIER, 
AMY CRAWFORD, 
NICOLE BERKE, 
EASTERLIN 


WEDNESDAY, DEC 17 
FUNK 
ZAGHUTT 


THURSDAY, DEC 18 
BENEFIT 
CHANDLER TRAVIS 
X4MIAS CAVALCADE 
LIVINGSTON TAYLOR, JEN- 
NIFER KIMBALL & 
RY CAVANAUGH, 
GREENHEADS, 
MERRIE AMSTERBERG & 
MANY MORE! 


FRIDAY, DEC 19 
REGGAE 
PRESSURE COOKER 


SATURDAY, DEC 20 
ROCK EN ESPANOL 
LOS SUGAR KINGS 


COMING SOON: 


DEC 23- OLD TIME MUSIC 
DEC 26- PLAYIN DEAD 


B DEC 27- SWINGING JOHNSONS 


DEC 28 4PM-SCHOOL OF ROCKE 
6PM- ALL STAR BLUES JAM 


DEC 30-GRATEFUL DREAD 
DEC 31- BOOTY VORTEX 
LUTHER JOHNSON 
JAN FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 


= JAN 6- DARIO PINELL! 


JAN 7- SOUL VACCINATION q 
WWW _JOHNNYDS.COM § 
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HARPERS 


12.12.88 


COREY SMITH 


MATT LOWELL 


SATURDAY 12.13.08 


STYLES 


THE BUCKY 


FROM 


12.15.08 


RADIO FIX 


with: ANTIQUE SCREAM 


INDIE ROCK 
PARADE 


12.17.08 


ACE ENDERS 


with: GOOD OLD WAR. THE MORN- 
LIGHT, MICHELLE DAROSA 


THURSBAY 12.18.08 


THE NIGHT 
MARCHERS 


OBITS TWO TEARS 
12.19.08 


ASK (CB RELEASE) 


PSYLAB 


FRONTIER 


SOJA 


PROWIDENCE 


VIRGINIA 
COALITION 


with: 


12.3108 


WALTHAM 


with SPECIAL GUESTS 


Wester Ave, Cambridge 
Regge. Latin & Jazz 
Thursday. December 11 
T.BA 
Friday, December 12 
teaturing 
HENDERSON 
from NYC RISING SUN. 
roots&dancehalireggaeD Js. 
Saturday, December 
LIVE REGGAE MUSIC 
featuring TROPICAL FIRE 
~w.the’ 
| 
FROM DAVIS RED LINE 


Traditional 


There's Fire in that Kitchen.” 

\ Tue-Sat Sipm j 
Matastaae 

12-12 Jazzadelic 

12-13 Samba Tremeterra 

12-16 Soul Vaccination 

‘2.17 Hiro Honshuku and A-NO-NE 
12.18 Tracy Rose & Bobby Tynes 

12-19 Lance Martin 

12.20 Lance Martin 
Dancehall 
Noche Latina 
Hot Salsa Wednesdays 
Temporada Latina 
FR Viernes de Vacilon 

T 40n the Floor 
Salsa Sundays 
Jazz Brunch 


12-14 Yoko Miwa 


Stayin’ posi since 1999. 


yenerose's Bovine Ska, 
Rocksteady and Reggae Soundsystem 
tunes af raght! / FREE 


+ THE LAST THE WOSBLE 
dance party# 


MANGO’S LATIN NIGHT 


@ 9 
yess Appropnate No Caps, Tanks (Men) 
200 / $10 - Lackes FREE 4 10:30 / 2 


Sunday 12 14.08 
WRECKAGE presented by Serur 


ompete for $200 prizes! 


Jamaica P 
www 


Tyler's Birthday Mishmash Band 
Hash featuring members of. 
Amoroso Arima! - Big Geer 


bance for ane night onty! 


Friday Dec. 12th 
The Pa 
Dus Ken & Michae! V 
The Gas - Standup, Sketch Surprises! 


Saturday Owc 13th 
(mem Cavetn) 
Goda And Queens 
ad of 


Dec. 14th 
Or Sketcty’s Anti-Art Schoo! Caberet | ite 


ice Crean Social (50s + 60s Dance Party) 
Civts Devitn (Spank Rock | BBC Sound- 


8PM DOORS 21+ 


ALYES 


Ri 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 


BLACK RIVER SOUND 


RESIDENCY 
SOUL MAFIA 


THE PROBLEMADDICTS 


FR 


DECEMBER 12 


THIS BLUE 


RELEASE 


COMMON THRI 
CD RELEASE 


THE 
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ary 


TO 
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“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | See listing 
for previous Thurs 

“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 


listing for previous Thurs 


Classical 


THURSDAY 

“BEETHOVEN QUARTET CELEBRA- 
TION” | 7 pm | jordan Hall, 30 Cains 
borough St, Boston | Free | 617.585.1260 
PETER H. BLOOM AND MARK LEIGH- 
TON | “Suites, Sonatas, and Holiday 
Celebrations”: works by "uropean and 
South American composers for flute 
and guitar | 7:30 pm | Boston Public Li 
brary, Charlestown Branch, 179 Main 
St, Charlestown | Free | 617.242.1248 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE GILBERT & 
SULLIVAN PLAYERS | lolanthe, or the 
Peer and the Peri | Thurs-Fri 8 pm; Sat 6 
pm. Sun 2 pm | Harvard University, 
Agassiz Theatre, 10 Carden St, Cam- 
bridge | $14; $10 seniors; $5 students | 
617.496.2222 

HOLIDAY POPS | World premiere of 
Alan Silvestri & Clen Ballard’s The 
Polar Express, the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
from Messiah, “Sleigh Ride,” “Joy to the 
World,” “White Christmas,” “Go Tell 

It on the Mountain,” “Let There Be 
Peace on Earth,” “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” and selections from The 
Nutcracker and John Williams's Home 
Alone score, plus the usual holiday 
sing-along and a visit from Santa | 
Thurs 8 pm with Keith Lockhart; Fri 4 
+ 8 pm with Lockhart; Sat-Sun 3 + 7:30 
pm with Cerald Steichen; Mon-Tues + 
Thurs 8 pm with Lockhart | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $33-$122 | 
617.266.1200 

LONGY EARLY MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
|“Zarzuela!: Early Music Opera” | 8 pm 
| Longy School of Music, 27 Garden St, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 x 1500 
SIRENE DUO | Twentieth-century 
French Impressionist works for harp 
and flute | 12:15 pm | Old South Meet 
ing House, 310 Washington St, Boston 
| $5 | 617.482.6439 


FRIDAY 
BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCTED BY 
MARTIN PEARLMAN | Handel's Mes- 
siah, with soprano Tamara Matthews, 
countertenor Alan Domak, tenor 
Keith Jameson, and bass-baritone 
Kevin Deas | Fri-Sat 7:30 pm | Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, Boston | 
$27-$66 | 617.474.9200 
BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCTED 
BY JOEL COHEN | “The Brotherhood 
of the Star: A Hispanic Christmas 
1300-1700" | Fri 8 pm | Follen Church 
Society, 755 Mass Ave, Lexington | 
Sat 8 pm | First Church in Boston, 66 
Marlborough St, Boston | $10-$46 | 
866.427.2092 
BOSTON CECILIA CONDUCTED BY 
DONALD TEETERS | “Christmas in 
England: Ancient & Modern” | Fri 8 
pm | Church of the Advent, 30 Brim 
mer St, Boston | Sun 3 pm | All Saints 
Church, 1773 Beacon St, Brookline | 
$15-$62 | 617.232.4540 
BOSTON CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
| Mozart program: Duo for Violin and 
Viola in B-flat [K.424]; Oboe Quintet 
in F [(K.370]; Divertimento in E-flat 
for String Trio [K.563] | 7:30 pm | First 
Congregational Church, 1 Carden St, 
Cambridge | $30-$40 | 617.349.0086 
BOSTON CONSERVATORY FAC- 
ULTY COMPOSITION RECITAL | igor 
Iwanek’'s Three Mazurki for Solo Piano 
and De Bita Beata; Rudolf Rojahn's 
Cratylus and Eula | 8 pm | Boston Con 
servatory, Seully Hall, 8 the Fenway, 
Boston | Free | 617.912.9222 
“BRAHMS CHAMBER MUSIC RE- 
CITAL” | Brahms's two String Sextets 
he String Quartet in C | 7:30 pm 
St. Botolph Hall, 241 St. Botolph St, 
Boston | Free | 617.5 
MARK DWYER | Works for organ 
12:15 pm | Trinity Church, Copley 
Square, Boston | $5 suggested dona 
t 617.536.0944 
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LONGY VOICE DEPARTMENT | 
“The Lieder of Hugo Wolf” | 8 pm | 
Longy School of Music, Room N-1, 
33 Garden St, Cambridge | Free | 
617.876.0956 x 1500 

NEC WIND ENSEMBLE AND NEC 
JORDAN WINDS | Arthur Bird's 
Serenade for Wind Instruments; Mozart's 
Serenade K.361 [Gran Partita]; Derek 
Bourgeois’s William and Mary; Gordon 
Jacob's Old Wine in New Bottles; Barber's 
Mutations from Bach | 6 pm | Williams 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, Boston | 
Free | 617.585.1260 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE GILBERT 
AND SULLIVAN PLAYERS | See list- 
ing for Thurs 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for 
Thurs 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON CHILDREN’S CHORUS AND 
BACK BAY RINGERS |“ "Tis the Sea 
son Concert” | 10:30 am + 2 pm | Fa- 
neuil Hall, Boston | Free | 617.778.2242 
X 225 

BOSTON CITY SINGERS, DORCHES- 
TER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND 
BRANCHES PAN GROOVE STEEL 
ORCHESTRA | “Winter Stars!” | 7 pm 

| St. Mark's Church, 1725 Dorchester 
Ave, Dorchester | $10 | 617.825.0674 
HARVARD GLEE CLUB AND RAD- 
CLIFFE CHORAL SOCIETY | 8 pm 

| Pleasant Street Congregational 
Church, 75 Pleasant St, Arlington | 
$18; $9 students, seniors | 617.496.2222 
HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART 

| Special kids’ matinee program in 
cludes “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein: 
deer,” “The Chipmunk Song,” “Frosty 
the Snowman,” and “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas,” plus a visit from 
Santa | Sat-Sun 1 am; Thurs 4 pm | 
Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Bos 
ton | $33-$122 | 617.266.1200 

LONGY EARLY MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
| 8 pm | Longy School of Music, Wol 
finsohn Recital Room, 27 Carden St, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 x 1500 
MUSICA SACRA CONDUCTED BY 
MARY BEEKMAN | Schoenberg's 
Friede auf Erden; Part’s Magnificat; Trond 
Kverno’s Ave Maris Stella; Jonathan 
Dove's Three Kings, and more | 8 pm 

| First Congregational Church, 1 
Carden St, Cambridge | $25-$40; $15 
students, seniors | 617.349.3400 
NOTARIOTOUS | Works by Brandeis 
graduate students | Sat 8 pm; Sun 7 
pm | Brandeis University, Slosberg 
Music Center, 415 South St, Waltham 
| Pree | 781.736.3400 

BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCTED BY 
MARTIN PEARLMAN | See listing 

for Fri 

BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCTED 
BY JOEL COHEN | See listing for Fri 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE GILBERT & 
SULLIVAN PLAYERS | See listing for 
Thurs 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 
BACH SOCIETY ORCHESTRA CON- 
DUCTED BY JOHN SULLIVAN | Pre- 
lude to Verdi's La traviata; Mozart's 
Piano Concerto No. 25, with Robert 
Merfeld; Brahms’s Symphony No. 4 | 
2 pm | Harvard University, Paine Mu- 
sic Building, 1 Oxford St [behind the 
Science Center], Cambridge | $12; $8 
students, seniors | 617.496.2222 
BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL 
MEN’S SCHOLA | Britten's Ceremony of 
Carols; carols and seasonal works by 
Biery, Marier, Rutter, Victoria, and 
More | 3 pm | St. Paul Church, Bow 
+ Arrow Sts, Cambridge | $10-$25 | 
617.868.8658 
BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS | 
“Stars: A Holiday Concert” | 2 pm | Jor 
dan Hall, 30 Cainsborough St, Boston 
| $25-$45 | 617.542.SINC 
BOSTON YOUTH SYMPHONY OR- 
CHESTRA CONDUCTED BY BONNIE 
BLACK | Holiday works | 6 pm | Rox 
bury Community College, Media Arts 
Center, 1234 Columbus Ave, Roxbury | 
Pree | 617.353.5530 
DUO ANIME | Works for violin and 
piano by Janatek and Corigliano | 2 pm 
| Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St, 
Newton | Free | 617.796.1360 
EMMANUEL MUSIC CHORUS AND 
ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED BY Mi- 
CHAEL BEATTIE | Bach's Cantata 
No. 187 (Es wartet alles auf dich) | 10 
am [as part of the Sunday service} 
Emmanuel Church, 1s Newbury 
St, Boston | Donations welcome | 


617.536.3356 


HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED 

BY KEITH LOCKHART | 2:30 pm | 
Verizon Wireless Arena, 555 Elm 
St, Manchester, NH | $41-$66 | 
603.644.5000 
PAAVALI JUMPPANEN | “The Com- 
plete Beethoven Piano Sonatas, Part 
VIII": Sonatas Nos. 30, 31, and 32/ 
1:30 pm | Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum, 280 the Fenway, Boston 

| $23; $18 seniors; $10 students; $5 
ages 5-17 | 617.278.5156 

LONGY VOCAL CHAMBER EN- 
SEMBLES | 7 pm | Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden St, Cambridge | 
Free | 617.876.0956 x 1500 

MASTER SINGERS OF LEXINGTON 
| Mozart program: Missa brevis [K.192] 
and Vesperae solennes de confessore 
[K.339] | 4 pm | First Parish Church, 
7 Harrington Rd, Lexir on | $25; 
$20 students, seniors | 781.862.6459 
MIT WOMEN’S CHORALE | Car 

ols and holiday works by Dufay, 
Thompson, Jagoda, and more | 3 pm 

| MIT, Killian Hall, Room 14W-11, 
160 Memorial Dr, Cambridge | Free | 
617.324.1487 

NASHUA HOLIDAY POPS CON- 
DUCTED BY JONATHAN McPHEE 

| Excerpts from The Nutcracker; suite 
from Alan Silvestri & Clen Ballard’s 
The Polar Express; carols and holiday 
favorites | 3 + 6:30 pm | Crowne Plaza 
Nashua, 2 Somerset Pkwy, Nashua, 
NH | $20-$50 | 603.595.9156 or Www. 
nashuasymphony. org 

NEC CHAMBER MUSIC RECITAL | 4 + 7 
pm | Williams Hall, 30 Cainsborough 
St, Boston | Free | 617.585.1260 

NEC MASSACHUSETTS YOUTH 
WIND ENSEMBLE CONDUCTED BY 
MICHAEL MUCCI | 8 pm | jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St, Boston | $10; $5 
students, seniors; free with NEC ID | 
617.585.1260 

NEC OPERA SCENES | 4 pm | Brown 
Hall, 30 Cainsborough St, Boston | 
Free | 617.585.1260 

NEW ENGLAND PHILHARMONIC 
CONDUCTED BY RICHARD PITTMAN 
| Richard Strauss's Till Eulenspiegel's 
lustige Streiche; John Adams's Short Ride 
ina Fast Machine, George Kieinsinger's 
‘Tubby the Tuba, with narrator Steve 
Aveson | 3 prn | Boston University, Tsai 
Performance Center, 685 Comm Ave, 
Boston | $30; $25 seniors; $5 students 

| 617.868.1222 

NIGHT SONG | Traditional and con- 
temporary chant; motets by Deane, 
Byrd, and Caustun; jazz with Ben 
Schwendener and Bhob Rainey | 7 pm | 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Revere 
St + Roanoke Ave, Jamaica Plain | Free 
| 617.312.8328 

YUKIKO SEKINO | Works for piano 

| 2:30 pm | Brookline Library, 361 
Washington St, Brookline | Free | 
617.730.2370 

WELLESLEY SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY MAX HOBART 

| Holst's Fantasy on Old Carols; classical 
and popular holiday songs, with so- 
prano Elaine Daiber | 3 pm | MassBay 
Community College, so Oakland St, 
Wellesley Hills | $20; $15 students, se- 
niors; free for ages under 12 with adult 
admission | 781.235.0515 

BOSTON CECILIA CONDUCTED BY 
DONALD TEETERS | See listing for Fri 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE GILBERT & 
SULLIVAN PLAYERS | See listing for 
Thurs 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 
HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART | 
See listing for Sat 

NOTARIOTOUS | See listing for Sat 


MONDAY 

LONGY CHAMBER ENSEMBLES | 7 pm 
| Longy School of Music, 27 Carden St, 
Cambridge | Pree | 617.876.0956 x 1500 
LONGY COMPOSITION DEPARTMENT 
|“Computer Music” | 8 pm | Longy 
School of Music, Room N-1, 33 Carden 
St, Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 

x 1500 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


TUESDAY 

LONGY CHAMBER ENSEMBLES | 7 pm 
| Longy School of Music, 27 Carden St, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 x 1500 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 

BERKLEE CONTEMPORARY SYM- 
PHONY ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED BY 
FRANCISCO NOYA | Works by Britten, 
Duke Ellington, Terry Riley, Arturo 
Marquez, and Dvofak | 8:15 pm | Berk 


lee Performance Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | $2-$10 | 617.747.2261 

LUKE BERRYMAN | Works for piano | 
5:30 pm | Church of St. john the Evan- 
gelist, 35 Bowdoin St, Boston | Free | 
617.227.5242 

LONGY EARLY MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
|“Musica Poetica” | 8 pm | Longy 
School of Music, Room N-1, 33 Garden 
St, Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 

x 1500 

LONGY MODERN AMERICAN MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT | 8 pm | Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden St, Cambridge | Free 
| 617.876.0956 x 1500 

NEC YOUTH SYMPHONY CON- 
DUCTED BY STEVEN KARIDOYANES 
| Puccini's Preludio Sinfonico; Dvofak's 
Camival Overture; Hanson's Symphony 
No. 2 [Romantic] | 8 pm | jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St, Boston | Free | 
617.585.1260 


THURSDAY 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN FINNEY | Bach 
program: Cantata Nos. 191 [Gloria in 
excelsis Deo] and 151 [SiiferTrost, mein Jesus} 
and Magnificat | 8 pr | Jordan Hall, 30 
Cainsborough St, Boston | $36-$75 | 
617.266.3605 

LONGY MODERN AMERICAN MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT | 8 pm | Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden St, Cambridge | Free 
| 617.876.0956 x 1500 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs 

HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART | 
See listing for Sat 


DANCE 


Performance 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON BALLET'S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | Thurs 7:30 pm; Fri noon + 7:30 
pm; Sat 1 + 7:30 pm; Sun 1+ 5:30 pm; 
Wed-Thurs 7:30 pm | Opera House, 539 
Washington Ave, Boston | $30-$150 | 
617.695.6955 

MIT DANCE TROUPE | “Insomnia”: 
works by student choreographers | 
Thurs 5 + 8 pm; Fris +9 pm | MIT, 
Kresge Little Theatre, 48 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | $7-$10 | 412.654.5279 or 
http://dancetroupe.mit.edu 

STATE BALLET OF RHODE ISLAND 

| Coppéiia | Thurs 10 am; Fri 7:30 pm; 
Sun 3 pm | Rhode Island College, 
Roberts Hall Auditorium, 600 Mount 
Pleasant Ave, Providence, RI | $25; $16 
ages 12 and under | 401.456.8144 


FRIDAY 

BALLETROX | Anthony Williams's Ur- 
ban Nutcracker | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 1+ 7:30 
pm; Sun 1 + 5:30 pm | John Hancock 
Hall, 180 Clarendon St, Boston | $20- 
$55 | 617.524.3066 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE | “A Dancer's Christmas” | Sat 
3+7 pm; Sun 3 pm | Boston College, 
Robsham Theater, 140 Comm Ave, 
Chestnut Hill | $30; $20 students, se- 
niors | 617.552.4002 

CONTRAPOSE DANCE | “A Christmas 
Toy Story” | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 3 + 7:30 
pm; Sun 3 pm | Creen Street Studios, 
185 Creen St, Cambridge | $15; $10 ages 
12 and under | 617.864.3191 

DANCE COMPLEX | “12 Dancers Danc 
ing: A Christmas in Cambridge”: 
with Rainbow Tribe, Mavi Dance, 
Derrick Davis, Athina Nikopoulos, 
Disco Beats, Brookline Academy, Kira 
Seamon, Jim Banta and Kimberly 
Stegmaier, Mass Motion Dance Com- 
pany, and more | Fri-Sat 8 pm | Dance 
Complex, 536 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
$16; $u students, seniors, children | 
617.547.9363 

LAR LUBOVITCH DANCE COMPANY 
| Lubovitch's Concerto Six-Twenty-Two, 
Jangle, and Dvoidk Serenade, with music 
by Mozart, Bartok, and Dvofak respec- 
tively | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 8 pm | Boston 
University, Tsai Performance Center, 
685 Comm Ave, Boston | $35-$50 | 
617.482.6661 

BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 

MIT DANCE TROUPE | See listing for 
Thurs 

STATE BALLET OF RHODE ISLAND) 
See listing for Thurs 
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BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE | See listing for Sat 
CONTRAPOSE DANCE | See listing 

for Pri 

DANCE COMPLEX | See listing for Fri 
LAR LUBOVITCH DANCE COMPANY | 
See listing for Fri 

STATE BALLET OF RHODE ISLAND | 
See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 

“ALBANO’S NUTCRACKER” | See list- 
ing for Sat 

BALLETROX | See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 
CONTRAPOSE DANCE | See listing 
for Pri 

NORTHEAST YOUTH BALLET | See 
listing for Sat 


WEDNESDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for previous Thurs 


THURSDAY 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | 8-10:45 pm | First Par- 
ish of Watertown, 35 Church St, Wa- 
tertown | $8; $5 students | 781.662.7475 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | 7:30-10:30 pm | Scout 
House, 74 Walden St, Concord | $8; $5 
students | 781.272.0396 

SALSA NIGHT | 10 pm (with a free 
Salsa lesson at 9:15 pm] | Mojitos, 48 
Winter St, Boston | $5 | 617.513.9841 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 8:15 pm 
{with a beginners’ dance at 7:30 pm] 

| Universalist Church, 211 Bridge St, 
Salem | $4 | 781.593.5949 

SERESTA AO VIVO | 9 pm | Samba Bar 
& Crill, 608 Somerville Ave, Somerville 
| Pree | 617.718.9177 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE | 9:30 pm [begin- 
ner and intermediate lessons at 8:30 
pm] | Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Hampshire 
St, Cambridge | $12 before 9:30 pm; $8 
after 9:30 pm | 617.876.9330 


FRIDAY 
CARLISLE CONTRA DANCE | With 
Debby Knight, David Titus, Bruce 
Rosen, and Walter Lenk | 8-10:30 pm | 
Unitarian Church, 27 School St, Carl- 
isle | $5 | 617.661.1865 
DANCE FRIDAY | Smoke-and alcohol- 
free freestyle dance | 8 pm | Brookline 
Tai Chi, 1615 Beacon St, Brookline | $8 
$12 suggested donation; $4 teens; free 
for ages under 12 | 617.997.0948 
EXPERIENCED BALK AN FOLK DANCE | 
8-11 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 2 Mar 
athon St, Arlington | $4 | 781.648.6887 
HARVARD SQUARE ENGLISH DANCE 
7:30-9:30 pm | Harvard-Epworth 
Methodist Church, 1555 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | $3-$6 | 781.662.6710 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA | 8:30 pm 
{rueda lesson]; 9:30 pm [salsa lesson); 
10:30 pm [dancing] | Creek American 
Political Club, 288 Green St, Cam- 
bridge | $12 | 617.312.5550 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE | 8-1. 
pm | Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd, Arlington 
Heights | $8; $5 students | 781.662.7475 
MILONGA NARANJA | Argentine 
tango, with Tova and Carlos Moreno 
| 8 pm-i am | Springstep, 98 George 
P. Hassett Dr, Medford | $3-$10 | 
781.395.0402 
SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY | 
Ballroom, Latin, swing, and salsa 
dancing | 9-11 pm [beginners’ lesson 
at 8:15 pm] | SuperShag Mega Dance 
Complex, 406 Moody St, Waltham | 
$15 | 781.894.7424 
SWING CITY! With Bombay Jim & the 
Swinging Sapphires | 8:45 pm-1 am 
with a beginners’ lesson 7:30-8:45 


Club, 20 Inner- 
15; $10 students 


SWING CITY'S FRIDAY NIGHT 
8:45 pm-1 am [with a 
mM at 7:30 pm] | De i 
jJox Church, 29 Cen 
| $15 | 617.513.9841 


tral St, 
“VIERNES DE VACILON” LATIN 
DANCE PARTY | 9:45 pm 
Club, 22 Hampshire St, Camb 


Somer 


Ryles jazz 


$10 | 617.876.9330 


SATURDAY 
BALKAN DANCE PARTY & CONCERT 
With Zdravets | 8-11 pm | Church of 
Our Saviour, 21 Marathon St, Arling- 
ton | $7 | 617.964.2003 
BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN CON- 
TRA DANCE | “Holiday Dance Party” 
with Bruce Rosen | 7-10:30 pm | First 
Church of Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot St, 
Jamaica Plain | $10 | 617.852.4042 
BOSTON SWING DANCE NETWORK 
| With the Love Dogs | 9 pm-midnight 
(with a beginners’ lesson at 8 pm] | St. 
James Armenian Church, 465 Mount 
Auburn St, Watertown | $15; students 
$10 | 617.924.6603 
CONTRAS & SQUARES DANCE | with 
Walter Lenk and Debby Knight | 7:30- 
11 pm | Scout House, 74 Walden St, 
Concord | $8 | 617.547.7781 
“DANCE, DANCE PARTY, PARTY” | 
All-female and alcohol-free dance for 
“self-proclaimed nerdy girls” | Noon- 
1:30 pm | Green Street Studios, 185 
Green St, Cambridge | $5 | 617.864.3191 
“50s AND ‘60s DANCE | 9 am | 
Michael's, 97 Washington St, Somer- 
ville | Free | 617.849.9100 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA SATURDAYS | 
10:30 pm-2 am [with a salsa lesson at 
9:30 pm] | Jorge Hernandez Cultural 
Center, 85 West Newton St, Boston | 
$15; $12 students | 617.312.5550 
“MASACOTE’S END OF YEAR 
HOLIDAY SALSA FEVER” | With Dj 
Rob Suave and a performance by the 
Masacote Dance Company | 9 pm-1 
am {with a beginners’ lesson 8-9 pm] | 
Knights of Columbus, 75 West School 
St, Charlestown | $8 | 617.875.9006 
SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am | * 
Mojitos, 48 Winter St, Boston | $10 | 
617.513.9841 


SUNDAY 

CAJUN/CREOLE HOLIDAY DANCE 
PARTY | With Grand Bois | 6-9 pm 
{with a beginners’ lesson 5:15-6 pm] | 
Elks Lodge, 56 Pond Ln, Arlington | $12 
suggested donation | 781.245.4016 
GAMMALDANS | Easy Scandinavian 
dances, with John Chambers | 2-5 pm | 
Park Avenue Congregational Church, 
50 Paul Revere Rd, Arlington Heights | 
$7 | 781.891.3207 

HUNGARIAN DANCE CYCLES | 6:30- 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

2 Marathon St, Arlington | $10 | 
617.253.7708 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING 

| With Rakiya | 8-11 pm | MIT, Strat- 
ton Student Center, Sala de Puerto 
Rico [second floor], 84 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | $8 suggested donation; 
free for Wellesley and MIT students | 
617.253.FOLK 

ISRAEL! DANCING | 8-10:30 pm [with 
a beginners’ dance at 7:30 pm] | Tem- 
ple Emanuel, 385 Ward St, Newton | 
$5 | 617.254. HORA 

SALSA DANCING | 9 pm-midnight 
{with a lesson 9-10 pm] | Johnny D's, 
17 Holland St, Somerville | $8 [$10 with 
lesson] | 617.776.2004 

SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am [witha 
lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mojitos, 48 Winter 
St, Boston | $10 | 617.513.9841 

SALSA SUNDAYS | 7 prn [6 pm lesson} 
| Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Hampshire St, 
Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 6:30- 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

25 Monmouth St, Brookline | $5 | 
617.661.5899 

VINTAGE TEA DANCE | 2-s pm | First 
Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 
Washington St, West Newton | $6 | 
617.964.7684 


MONDAY 
BULGARIAN/BALIAN DANCING 
|7:30-9 pm | Creen Street Studios, 
185 Green St, Cambridge | $15 | 
617.840.2362 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING | 8 pr-mid 
night | Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Ave, Brookline | $5; $3 stu 
dents | 617.576.5554 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CON- 
TRAS | With Yankee Ingenuity | 7:30- 


TUESDAY 
NOCHE LATINA LATIN DANCE NIGHT 


9:30 pm [with a beginners’ lesson at 


, Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 
“THE ooo MILONGA” | 9 
ig ith a beginners’ le: 
pm ake practica 8-9 pm] | Lily 
Pad. 1353 Cambridge St, Cambridge | 
$10 | 617.395.1393 


WEDNESDAY 

ARGENTINE TANGO BREAK | 7 pm | 
Dance Union, 16 Bow St, Somerville 
$10; $5 students | 617.721.4872 

GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA| 8 pm | Z 
Wine Bar, 3 Beacon St, Somerville | 
Free | 617.441.9672 

CASINO RUEDA WEDNESDAYS | 10 
pm-i am [with lessons at 8 pm] | An 
Tua Nua, 836 Beacon St, Boston | $14 | 
617.513.9841 

DANCE FREEDOM | Smoke-and-aico- 
hol-free barefoot dance | 7:30 pm | First 
Congregational Church, 1 Garden St, 
Cambridge | $6 | 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7: 30- 
10:30 pm | Park Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church, so Paul Revere Rd, 
Arlington Heights | $9; $7 students | 
781.662.6710 

FRAMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE & PARTY | 7:30-10 pm | 
Parish Hall of Edwards UCC Church, 
39 Edwards St, Framingham | $6; $5 
students and seniors | 978.897.7549 
ISRAELI DANCE | 8-11 pr | MIT, Strat- 
ton Student Center, Room 491, 84 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | $1 suggested 
donation | 617.484.3267 


THURSDAY 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | See listing for previous 
Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SALSA NIGHT | See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | See list- 
ing for previous Thurs 

SERESTA AO VIVO | See listing for 
previous Thurs 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE | See listing for 
previous Thurs 


READINGS 


THURSDAY 

MARY HIGGINS CLARK AND CAROL 
HIGGINS CLARK | Dashing Through the 
Snow | 6:30 pm | Cabaret Theatre @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Pree | 888.226.7711 
“GRACE PALEY BIRTHDAY READ- 
ING” | Readers include Kevin Bowen, 
Stephanie Clayman, Martha Collins, 
Susie Dennison, Danielle Legros 
Georges, Gish Jen, Ann Killough, Fred 
Marchant, Askold Meinyczuk, Chung 
Nguyen, Ruth Perry, joyce Peseroff, 
Rachel Rubin, Lois Rudnick, Taylor 
Stoehr, and Paul Wright | 7 pm | Pierre 
Menard Gallery, 10 Arrow St, Cam- 
bridge | Free | 617.868.2033 

STEPHEN PIMPARE AND HOWARD 
ZINN | A People’s History of Poverty in 
America | 7 pm | Brookline Booksmith, 
279 Harvard St, Brookline | Free | 
617.566.6660 

ALICE AND PHILLIP SHABECOFF | 
Poisoned Poets | 7:30 pm | Newton Free 
Library, 330 Homer St, Newton | Free | 
617.796.1360 


FRIDAY 

JASON DEL GANDIO | Rhetoric for Radi- 
cals: A Handbook for Twenty-First Century 
Activists | 7 pm | Lucy Parsons Center, 
549 Columbus Ave, Boston | Donations 
welcome | 617.267.6272 

MOUTHFUL | Writing open mic | 7:30 
pm | CNW, 7 Temple St, Cambridge | 
$5 donation welcome | www.center- 
fornewwords .org 


SATURDAY 

“BAGELS WITH THE BARDS” | Poetry 
“open mic” | 9 am-noon | Au Bon 
Pain, Davis Square, Somerville | Free | 
617.306.9484 


Free | 781.431.1160 
RICHARD FOUNTAIN | The \ 
2pm | Barnes & Noble, 4 
way [Route 1 North], Sz 

781.231.1255 
“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” | pm 
Out of the Blue Callery, 106 Prospect 
St, Cambridge | $3-$5 suggested dona 
tion | 617.354.5287 
LISA B. ZWIRN | Christmas Cookies , 
with a cookie decorating demonstra 
tion and discussion of recipes | 2 pm 
Barnes & Noble, Boston Univer 
sity, 660 Beacon St, Boston | Free 
617.267.8484 


SUNDAY 

MARY BEVILACQUA, ANN FLANI- 
GAN, AND KRISTEN WEISS | Cooke 
Exchange Favorites: A Wellesley Tradition | 1 
pm | Wellesley Booksmith, 82 Central 
St, Wellesley | Free | 781.431.1160 
“DAVID FOSTER WALLACE: IN HIS 
OWN WORDS” | Readings of Wallace 
passages by Sven Birkerts, Bret Antho 
ny Johnston, Pagan Kennedy, Heidi 
Pitlor, Elizabeth Searle, and more | 2 
pm | Newtonville Books, 296 Walnut 
St, Newtonville | Free | 617.244.6619 
“LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM” | 
With music by the Jeff Robinson Trio 
|7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | $5 | 617.547.0759 


MONDAY 

ALICE MATTISON | Nothing Is Quite 
Forgotten in Brooklyn | 8 pm | Blacksmith 
House, 56 Brattle St, Cambridge | $3 | 
www.ccae.org 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 

| With Jack Powers | 8 pm | Out of 
the Blue Callery, 106 Prospect St, 
Cambridge | $4 suggested donation | 
617.227.0845 


TUESDAY 
“CHANGE/CHANGES” | With the s7 
Readers and Writers Croup presenting 
poetry, prose, short stories, and songs 
|7:30 pm | Brighton Allston Congre- 
gational Church, 404 Washington St, 
Brighton | Free | www.bahistory.org 
DEADFALL ANNUAL CRIME AN- 
THOLOGY PARTY | With Stephan 
Allan, Norma Burrows, Kathleen 
Chencharik, John Clark, Christine 
Falcone, Kat Fast, Kate Flora, Judith 
Green, Woody Hanstein, Vaughn 
Hardacker, Janice Law, Steve Liskow, 
Ruth M. McCarty, Elizabeth Muss- 
man, Susan Oleksiw, A. ). Pompano, 
Pat Remick, Joe Ricker, Stephen D. 
Rogers, J. E. Seymour, Clea Simon, 
John Urban, Mo Walsh, Leslie 
Wheeler, and Mike Wiecek | 5:30 pm | 
Redbones, 55 Chester St, Somerville | 
Free | 617.491.2660 

THOMAS B. GRABOYS | Life in the Bal- 
ance: A Physician's Memoir of Life, Love and 
Loss with Parkinson's Disease | 7:30 pr | 
Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St, 
Newton | Free | 617.796.1360 

DEB OLIN UNFERTH AND M.T. AN- 
DERSON | Vacation and The Astonishing 
Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, 
Volume Il: The Kingdom of the Waves | 7 prn | 
Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard St, 
Brookline | Free | 617.566.6660 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN MIC 
| 8 pm | Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | $3 | 617.354.2685 

TIM POISSON | Comic-book/ graphic 
novel reading and discussion | Noon 

| MIT, Killian Hall, Room 14W-1, 

160 Memorial Dr, Cambridge | Free | 
617.253.6857 


TALKS 


THURSDAY 

“ALGERIA IN FRANCE" | With Paul 
Silverstein | 7 pm | MIT, List Visual 
Arts Center, Bartos Theater, 20 Ames 
St, Cambridge | Free | 617.253.4680 
ARTIST TALK WITH LARRY FINK | 7 
pm | Boston University, College of Arts 
and Sciences, Auditorium 522 {fifth 
floor], 725 Comm Ave, Boston | $15; $5 
students | 617.975.0600 

Continued on p 30 
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1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT 10715 pm | Springstep, 98 George P. 296 Walnut St, Newtonville | Free 
he 617.661.5899 DAVE BECKER | Thrown Out of the Kitchen 
| Lynn Memorial Auditorium, 3 City Booksmith, 82 Central St, Wellesley 
ages 12 and under | 781.581.2971 ee 
DIE 
SECONDHAND SERENADE 
| 
472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDG 
18+ OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH ALWAYS 
IMIS 
R AUBURN 
E ROT 
THE BON OOTHACHES 
ARNICL 
» 
LAST NIGHT ON EARTH | 
CASPIAN 
CONSTANTS + ADAI (FROM CO) 
WED 
q ROCK ON! PRESENTS 


30 


BOSTON'S #1 JAZZ CLUB! 


KRISANTHI PAPPAS 
DOUG HAMMER 


DAVID 


CHARLIE BROWN 


NEW YEARS EVE 


LAVAY SMITH 


THE RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 

Jump, Jive Wail this 
y New Year's Eve. 

» Great dinner, show and 

overnight packages! 


Continued from p 29 
“CONFRONTING THE ENERGY- 
CLIMATE CHALLENGE” | w 


Cambridge | Free 


“CALLERY TALK: TARA DONOVAN” 


ute of 


DEPENDENT DENTITIES: RU- 

RAL ADOLESCENT GIRLS’ NARRA- 
TIVES OF ISOLATION 
With E 


Call for Tickets & into at 617-562-4111 
it www.scullersjazz.com 


Wellesley | Free | 781.283.2500 
“LONGER DAYS IN BETTER 
SCHOOLS: THE 
ING MODEL” | With Chr 


rieli, Rot 


Www. gse arvar lu 


“RED LINES" TALK Wi 


“VALUES, EQUALITY, AND DIF- 
FERENCES IN LIBERAL DEMOCRA- 
CIES: MUSLIM HEADSCARVES IN 
EUROPE” | With 


ikas, Birte 


FRIDAY 
“A CONVERSATION with STEVE 
KUHN” | 4 pm 


New Colle 


arvard University, 


10-12 Holy 
ge | Free 7.495. 
“DEMOCRATIZATION, DIFFUSION 
AND 
EUROPE” w 


www ttthebears.com for a full schedule 


“YUEN METHOD FULL SPECTRUM 
WELLNESS” | With LeRoy Malouf 


Theosophical Society of 


t, Arlington | $10 | 


SUNDAY 
NEW ENGLAND OPERA CLUB 
PRESENTS “THANK GOD FOR THE 


PIRATES” | With John B. Jarzavek | 2 
am Library, 735 Main St 

1am | Pree | 781.314.3425 
“A VISIT WITH MOUNTAIN GORIL- 


ical Lec 
idge | Free with 


sion | 617.495.3045 


WEDNESDAY 
“GLOBALIZATION AND GROWTH 
EMERGING EUROPEAN ECONOMIES” 


er for European Stud 
rkland St, Cambr 
17.495 .4303 
“PHILOSOPHY CAFE: SOULS VS. 
CYBERNETICS: WHO ARE YOU, 


ESSENTIALLY?” | 7 Ha 
Book Store, Lower Level N 
Ave, Cambridge | Free | 617.661 


“TRANSITION: THE POLITICS 
RADICAL AND ETHNIC CHANGE” 


istitute C 


Radcliffe ‘ran Cambridge 
5.8212 

THURSDAY 

“THE ART OF JEWISH MUSIC, ALA 


RUSSE: A CENTENNIAL CELEBRA- 
TION OF THE gi FOR JEWISH 
FOLK \ ara Moricz 
rew College, Berer 
ck Rd, Newton Centre 
mts | www. hebrewcol 


nporary Art, 100 
hern Ave, Boston | Free with mu: 
eum adir jon | 617.478. 
“PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION GROUP: 
RICHARD S JEAN BAUORIL- 


LARD" | ¢ 


EVENTS 


THURSDAY 
SCREENING THE HOLOCAUST: 
MEMORY AND LEGACY 


SATURDAY 
“CANDY LAND” TOURNAMENT 


Docu. 


SCREENING oF HELVETICA | 


'y about the 


SUNDAY 
BOSTON TEA PARTY RE-ENACT- 
MENT 


th ar ersary of the 


House, Wash 


“DR. SKETCHY’ ANTI ART SCHOOL 
BURLESQUE LIFE DRAWING SES- 


SION” | Witt 


“MASS MARKET 03” | DIY flea mar 
s, books and 
ries, vegan 

1 items, and more for 

[ R. id, Baixa, Mark 
tion, and Lone Wolf and live 
by Zoig Ma Noig, Bonezone, 
nore | Noon-6 pm | Massachu. 
College of Art and Design, 
Center, 621 Huntington Ave, Boston 
$1 | www myspace.c com/mass_market 
MIT CHANTEY AND MARITIME SING 
hantey sing | 1-4 pm | MIT Mu 
, 265 Mass Ave, C 


nechanteysir 


setts Pozen 


ridge | Free 


ngs.com 


WEDNESDAY 
“CANDLE LIGHTING SERVICE AT 
MOUNT AUBURN” | Candlelight \ 
to all | 3:30 pm | Mo! 
7, 580 Mount Aub: 
ge | Free | 617.607.1 
cLouo PLACE ora HOUSE | Dance, 
and 
yy teenagers 
loud Place, 647 Boylston St, 
Boston Fr ee | 617.262.2949 
RADICAL rane NIGHT Screeni 


tian docu: 


ag of 


to the sep 
m | Lucy Parsons 


THURSDAY 
HOURS” | This 
ne is “A Sol 


ce Soiree 


gallery tours and talks, cocktails, and 
refreshments | 5-9 pr | Isabella Stewart 
Museum, 280 the Fenway, B 


e 


GAY LESBIAN 


THURSDAY 
GENDER CRASH OPEN MIC 


etry and sf word 


oken Queers and 


317.524.9038 


617.818.1 


7 pr 


FRIDAY 
PURE: 


SATURDAY 
BOSTON AND LESBIAN CON- 


GAY ‘SATURDAYS EPIC 


Mike Cruz | 10:30 pm | Roxy, 2 
nt St, Boston | $10-$15 | 617.338. ROXY 
“THE NEIGHBORHOOD” QUEER/ 


DANCE 


SECOND. SATURDAYS: DYKE NIGHT 
AT MACHINE | With Dj K 


2am | Mact 


www. dy 


were TeSHINE Le 


WHITE PARTY With 


SUNDAY 


TRANIWRECK PRESENTS “ 
AGE: THE CONTEST 


show's 


MONDAY 


bian singles social 
nine Lounge, 1 
e | Free | www 


WEDNESDAY 
CINEMENTAL | Screening of The God- 
father of Disco, with a live DJ/mixin 
demo by Kris Kono and Bob Diesel 
9:30 pm | Brattle Theatre, 4o Brattle 
St, Cambridge | $10 | www.truthse 
rum.org 

SULTRY & FIERY WEDNESDAYS | Les 
bian night with Djs playing the latest 
hip-hop, R&B, reggae, and Top 40 | 9 
pm-1 am | Club Choic 


THURSDAY 
QUEERAOKE | See lis 
Thurs 

RED CARPET THURSDAYS | See list 
ing for previous Thurs 

REVIVE THURSDAYS | See listing for 


previous Thurs 


or previous 


HOLIDAYS 


THURSDAY 

HARVARD CERAMICS PROGRAM 
HOLIDAY SHOW AND 
nore than 


60 potters and sculptors 


10 am-7 pm 


Office for the Arts at 
ics Pre 
Free ad) 
www. fas. harvar 


HOLIDAY DINNER DANCE 


Harvard Ceram 


Square 


$20 | Www. upst thes m 
“HOMELESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
BAKE SALE” | E 


org/boston 


FRIDAY 
“GHOSTS CHRISTMAS PAST” 
WALKING 


HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | A 


ewelry, [ 


11:30 


St + Mass Ave, Cambridge 
sion | 413.625.9779 

“A JANE AUSTEN TEA AND 

Er 


Free a 


da 


1| $40 | 781.8 
LONGY SCHOOL OF MUSIC eyed 
FAIR | Music-themed holi 


with books 


longy.edu 


“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 
& CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE 


Jewelry, 


Sat 10 


ree | 61 


“WEIN-BAR CHRISTMAS PARTY” | 


262.6050 


HARVARD CERAMICS PROGRAM 
HOLIDAY SHOW AND SALE | See list 


ing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 
CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR 


Crafts, artwork, clott jewelry, 


carpets, and ac lade and 


sold by indig 
around 


people 


10 am-6 pm 
David Rockefel 
American Stud 
St, Cambridge 
21 OF WWW.CS..0 
HOLLY FAIR | Ornaments, cards, 
clothing, ewelry an for s. 
by local artist 
music, and San ita 


SANTA & MRS. CLAUS AT THE 


Holiday stories and 


Coop, 1 
Free | 617.499.2000 


$15 | 617. 
org/boston 
“SUGAR & WEEKEND” | 


and Studios, 256 Market 


Free admission | 978.459 


A VOICE, A CHIME, A CHANT 
SUBLIME ..." CAROLING EVENT 


Mount Auburn 


WEST SOMERVILLE 
CAROLING TOUR Tour 


ville | Free | www.artsomerville 
BLACK NATIVITY | See lis 
“GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST” 
WALKING TOUR | See listing for Fri 
HARVARD CERAMICS PROGRAM 
HOLIDAY SHOW AND SALE | See list 
ing for Thurs 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 

“HOMELESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
BAKE SALE” | See listing for Thurs 

“B JANE AUSTEN HOLIDAY TEA AND 
TOUR” | See listing for Fri 

THE SLUTCRACKER: A BURLESQUE 
See listing for Fri 

“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 
& CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE | See 
listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

BOSTON BABYDOLLS PRESENT 

BRRRRLESOQUE "| Holiday burlesque 

striptease and variety show | 8 pm | 

Church, 69 Kilmarnock St, Boston 
$?-$10 | 617.869.2000 or http 


brrrrlesque.eventsbot.com 

VICTORIAN CAROLERS | Traditional 

holiday songs | 3 pm | Harvard Coop, 

1400 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
499.2000 

BLACK NATIVITY | See list for Fri 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR see 

listing for Sat 

HARVARD CERAMICS PROGRAM 

HOLIDAY SHOW AND SALE | See list 

ing for Thurs 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 

FAIR | See listing for Fri 

HOLLY FAIR | See listing for Sat 

“HOMELESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

BAKE SALE” | See listing for Thurs 

“SANTA PAWS AND jINGLE TAILS” 

See listing for Sat 

THE SLUTCRACKER: A BURLESQUE 

See listing for Fri 

“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 

& Cus “eed AND SALE | See 

“SUGAR & SPICE WEEKEND” | s 


isting for Sat 


THURSDAY 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR See lis 


Free 


ing for Fri 


BENEFITS 


THURSDAY 

HARVARD AFRICAN STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION DINNER TO BENEFIT 
H20 AFRICA FOUNDATION | Keynote 
speaker Hauwa Ibrahim, dinner from 
Addis Red Sea, live entertainment, 
and more | 6 pm | Harvard University, 
Hilles Penthouse, 59 Shepard St, Cam. 
bridge | $20; $15 students | 617.496.2222 


FRIDAY 

ART AUCTION TO BENEFIT 826 
BOSTON’S WRITING AND TUTOR- 
ING PROGRAMS | Silent auction with 
works by Kiki Smith, Jane Marsching, 
David Macaulay, Michael Mazur, 
Steve Locke, and more | 6-8 pm | 
Robert Klein Gallery, 38 Newbury St, 
Boston | Free | 


SATURDAY 

OUT OF THE BLUE HOLIDAY RAFFLE 
| With an open mike, prizes, and live 
music by David Roth and John Voight 
and poetry by Lo Galluccio, Coleen 
Houlihan, and Carol Weston | 11:30 
am-s5 pm | Out of the Blue Art Cal 
lery, 106 Prospect St, Cambridge | $3 
admission [raffle tickets are extra] | 
617.217.8038 


SUNDAY 

JAZZ BRUNCH TO BENEFIT THE 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER | With 
music by Tom Pendergast and food 
beverages do! d by Fireplace 
restaurant | 10 am-noon | Brookline 
Arts Center, 86 Monmouth St, Brook- 
line | $35 | 617.5666.5715 


|| MBER 12. 2 8 R +h C + EVENT THE E TON PHOENIX | 
| 
| 495.8680 or Stroll through > 
Listings ju/ceramics grounds, carol sing, poetry reading, i! 
| Set ae di ES | With the and refreshments | 2 pm | Mount Au | 
Winiker Orchestra | 9 pm | UpStairs on I _ ——_ | 
c Ble with Alex the Jester and the Somer 
is an Pt Thurs 9 am-5 pm; Sat-Sun 10 am-6 ville Community Chorus, and holiday i 
Schrag and Kelly Callagher | 6 pm transgenders, with special guest pm | Angell Animal Medical Center refreshments | 6-8 pm | Meet in front | 
Harvard Museum of Natural Histor e.edu/events Alicia Creene | 7:30 pm | Spontaneous bby, 350 S. Huntington Ave, Jamaica f J.P. Licks, 4A College Ave, Somer H 
rT Geological Lecture Hall, 24 Oxford St, “GALLERY TALK: ICA COLLECTION” Celebrations, 45 Danforth St, Jamaica Plain | Free admission | www. mspca q 
| 617.495.3045 Mosh an | Noon Plain | $5-10 | www.gendercrash.com 
“DIVINE DATING 101” | With Edie QUEER BOOKWORMS | 7:30-9 pm ¢ q 
B 21 Maple St, Arlington | $+ St, Cambridge | Free | groups.yahoo qi 
m/ group/queerbookwormsbDos | 
fF m & lipm . 3896 Washington St, Jamaica Plain Boston by visiting historical Boston a 
Po Contemporary Art, 100 Northern Ave LE 70 Beacon St, Boston | $5 sug 5 landmarks and holiday stories about q 
Boston | Free with museum admission ested donation | 617.262.6050 RED CARPET THURSDAYS | CLBT famous Bostonians | Fri-Sat 1 + 4 pm | 
7.478.3100 jance party | 9 pm-2 am | Machine, Meet at the Massachusetts State . 
“ICA/AIGA DESIGN SERIES: DESIGN 1256 Boylston St, Boston | $12 House, 24 Beacon St, Boston | Reserva 
AND PLAY” | With Constantine Boym Le tions required: $15; $12 seniors; $10 ; 
= P porary Art, 100 Northern Ave, Boston 33.50 with dinner | www.dykenight 
DouBLETREE GUEST SUITES com gumpmpottery, clothing, and art | Fri ] 
pm; Sat 10 am-7 pm 
film discussion panel of Holocaust jan dance party pm | First Unitarian Church, Church } 
survivors and others featured in the with hip-hop, house, and Top 40 mu i | 
' jocumentary | 7 pm | West Newton sic | 10 pm-2 am | Pearl Nightclub, 75 pe 
Cheever House, 828 Washington St inema, 1296 Washington St, West Narrenton St, Boston | $8 before mid } 
Newton | $5 | 617.566.7557 right; $10 after | 617.542.4077 ; 
10 St MA 
Sabin. Harris, Carol Johnson, With buffet, face painting, ginger F 
c| effrey Riley, Ron Ferguson, and Kath ead-house making, and prizes; pro with Bruce Rosen | 7-10:30 pm | First J 
T ‘ leen McCartney | §:30 pm | Harvard »eds benefit the Pitching In for Kids hurch of Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot St, SS, cards, and clothing, 
4 b 7 University, Longf w Hall, Askwith undation | 10 am-noon | Faneuil r 4042 plus a live performance by conserva 
Lecture Hall, 13 Appian Way, Cam: DJ tory musicians | 11:30 am-2 pm 
— ongy School of Music, 27 Garden St, 
UBER: A Peery anid design Cambridge | Free admission | www. 
DJ CHR IN SPINS GOTH 5 ith f the title font | 2 pm | Boston Public a 
Da nm Rich | pm | MIT, Room Library, Copley Square, Boston | Free 9 pm-2 am 
N52-390, 265 Mass Ave, Cambridge nww.usahostels.org/itvs. php ashington St, 
a : : Free | 617.253.441 VICTORIAN BALL | Cilbert & Sullivan Jamaica Plain | $5 | www.myspace members of Babes in Boinkland 
m . “SLAVERY AND THE FOUNDATIONS tyle formal dance, with Victorian Can Can Revolution, Big Moves, 
- A. a 7 Democracy Center, 45 Mount Auburn jartet, desserts, and champagne Presents | Fri-Sat 8 pm; Sun 2+ 8 pm 
t, Cambridge | Donati welcome Harvard University, Agassiz ine, 1254 Boylston St Somerville Theatre Davis Square, 
492.2 Theatre, al St, Radcliffe Yard kenight.com Somerville | $15-$ www reslut 
UE 12/06 ge for couple ticket party 
17.496.2222 sme Lounge, 1 Kendall 
wen ulpture, herbal/new-age products 
—— THE SET: cx I arvard University, Minda de asper | 9 pm | Club Lido, 1290 Nortt am-6 pm; Sun 1-6 p Gallery at the 
” SOME EE ae anzburg Center for European Stud toric event, with live music by we Rd, Revere | $10 | 781.479.9821 or Piano Factory i Tremont St, Boston 7 
20 Boston, 170 Beacon St, Boston | $10 
‘WAVE NOTS CD 
‘WEAPONS & va nce-a-year amateur contest | 9 pm 
special guest Goldie Milky Way Lounge & Lanes, 405 
———_—_—_—_—__— Peacock | 2:30-5:30 pm | Creat Scott, Centre St, Jamaica Plain | $7 | www fe 
1222 Comm Ave, Allston | $7 | www truthserum.org 
J Cunzburg Center for European Stud Po 
ies, 27 Kirkland St, Cambridge | Free gathering | 6 pm 
617.495.4303 Kendall Sq, Camb nous crafts} 
shinecambridge.com the world, benefit 
— Cultural Survival’s community 
7:30 pm | improvement projects | Sat-Sun 
Boston, 2 Maple 
q 508.375.6452 n 
ige 
X 
| 
— = 
~ SUIT | 44 50 prattle 
° 4 LAS” | Family program with Richard ville Ave, Somerville | $8 [$5 before 10 St, Cambridge | Free admission 
Sobol | 2 pm | Harvard Museurn of Nat pm] | 617.315.4799 www.ccae.org 
ty 
a With Jasminka Sohinger | 12:15 
t= 5 ‘ 7 pm | Harvard University, Minda de Adoption Center in Boston | Sat-Sun 
Co 4 10 am-6 pm | MSPCA Animal Care 
4 he mentaries about ‘ii and Adoption Center, 350 South 
nw Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston 
Donations welcome | 617.267.6272 
rvard ioli 
| Sat-Sun 11 am-s5 pm | Brush Callery 
= with live Renaissance music and art Thurs 3-8 pm; Fri-Sun qa es 7819 


urs day 12/11 


THE 


LISTEN 


THE SANDBOX 


WHEN YOU NEED CUSTOM 


RTS 
SWEATSHIRTS AND MORE... 


since 1989 


Discover this Amazing Disney 
Adventure Over the Holidays 
Family Friendly Prices! 


Banknorth 


DEC. 26 28 29 ary 
11:00 AM | 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 
GARDEN 1:00 PM | 3:00PM] 3:00PM] 1:00PM] 3:00PM 
5:00 PM* 5:00 PM 
Celebrated 


“(Excludes Front Row, VIP and Ciub seats. No double discounts. Price does 


momslike com Rot include $2 facility fee.) 
EASY WAYS ORDER: 


person Banknorth Garden Box Office 
Online Ticketmaster.com 


When the Boston 
needs t-shirts they call. 


For call (617) 624-1000 Groups (617) 624-1805 email info@qrsts.com 
TICKET PRICES: $20 $25 


Limited Front VIP and CLUB for details. 
Service char ling fees may apply. Prices do not include $2 fa 


part of (Rinnigads Art Works) 


wednesday 
~ er | pos 
: 
= =~ = 
| 
Award winning computer literate art dept. 
Printers 
and 


OPEN STUDIOS 


MUD FLAT HOLIDAY OPEN STUDIO 
AND POTTERY SALE | With more 
than 8o artists | Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 
pm, Sat-Sun 10 am-6 pm | Mud Flat 
Studio, 149 Broadway, East Somer- 
ville | Free | 617.628.0589 

OUTSIDE THE LINES OPEN STUDIOS 
| Arts and crafts created by local in- 
dividuals labeled as developmentally 
disabled, with live music by Fertile 
Crescent, Emperor Norton's Station- 
ary marching Band, Needy Visions, 
Ceoglyphs, Magic Jackson, and Dj 
Fast Eddy | Sat 6-8 pm | Outside the 
Lines Art Studio, 70 Colby St, Med 
ford | Free admission | www. outside- 
thelinesstudio.org 


GALLERIES 


Admission to the following galleries is free, 
Ss otherwise noted. In ad: 
hours listed here, many galleries are open by 
appointment. Galleries are in Boston, except 
where indicated otherwise. 
NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
ALPHA GALLERY | 617.536.4465 | 38 
Newbury St | Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; 
Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 7: 
Katharina Chapuis: “New Paintings” 
ARDEN GALLERY | 617.247.0610} 129 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 1 am-5:30 pm 
Through Dec 30: Joanne Mattera & 
Anne Lilly | Reception Dec 12: 5-7 pm 
ATTITUDE GALLERY | 617.927.4400 
218 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-6 
pm; Sun noon-5 pm | Through Jan 8: 
“Creat Cifts/Small Packages” 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY | 
617.262.4490 | 10 Newbury St | Tues 
Fri 10 am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 
18: “Anything But Paper Prayers” | 
Through Jan 14: Annette Lemieux 
BERENBERG GALLERY | 
627.536.0800 | 4 Clarendon St | Wed- 
Sat 11 am-6 pm | Through Jan 3: 
“Spindleworks 30th Anniversary” 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY | 
617.536.5400 | Copley Square | Mon 
Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 9 am-s pm; 
Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 31: Yousuf 
Karsh: “Behind the Words: Portraits” 
Karl Baden: “Covering Photogra- 
phy” | “The Powerful Hand of George 
Bellows: Drawings from the Boston 
Public Library” | Through Jan 30: 
“Right and Wrong in Boston” 
CHASE GALLERY | 617.859.7222 | 129 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm 
| Through Dec 27: George Cabin 
COPLEY SOCIETY OF ART) 
617.536.5049 | 158 Newbury St | Tues: 
Sat 10:30 am-5:30 pm; Sun-Mon 
noon-5 pm | Free ad sion [$10 for 
non-memt t receptions] 
23: “Holiday Small 
Works: 2008” | Jame 
Visual Narratives” 
GALLERY NAGA | 617.267.9060 | 67 
Newbury St | Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm 
Through Dec 13: Peter Brooke: “Out 
in the Overcast” 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY | 
617.437.1518 | 130 Newbury St | 
Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun 1-5 pm 
| Through Dec 23: Jennifer Liston 
Munson: “Clance” 
KIDDER SMITH GALLERY | 
617.424.6900 | 131 Newbury St | Tues 
Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 17: 
Dan Blagg and John Hartley: “Pun & 
Cames” 
MERCURY GALLERY | 617.859.0054 
| 8 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 
pm | Through Dec 31: Joseph Solman 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON | 
Hotel Commonwealth | 617.267.8929 | 
502 Comm Ave | Tues-Sat 11 arn-6 pm 
| Through Jan 12: “Prohibition: Cel 
ebrating the Repeal” 


un ition to the 


s Kubiatowicz: 


PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 | 
171 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 
pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan s: 
Naftali Bezem: “Miracles” | Kang Hyo 
Lee: “It Is I” 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY | 
617.267.7997 | 38 Newbury St | Tues- 
Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 19: Herb Ritts and Horst 
P. Horst 

ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY | 
617.536.9898 | 290 Dartmouth St | 
Tues-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat 11 am-5:30 
pm | Ongoing: Robert Castagna 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY | 617.450.0321 
| 162 Boylston St, Suite 49 | Mon-Sat 
noon-5:30 pm | Through Dec 31: 
Yvette Stenzel, Sandra Mueller-Dick, 
and William St. George: “Art and 
Music” 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS | 
617.266.1810 | 175 Newbury St | Mon- 
Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-5 pm | 
Through jan 18: “Our Cups Runneth 
Over: Sculptural and Functional Ce- 
ramic Cups” 

TECH SUPERPOWERS, INC. | 
617.267.9716 | 252 Newbury St | Mon 
Fri 9 am-s pm | Ongoing: Bill Cal 
lery: “Apple Computer: Beginnings” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879 | 
221 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-8 
pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Features more 
than 100 limited-edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART | 
617.523.0661 | 179 Newbury St | Tues 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 17: 
Linda Etcoff 


SOUTH END 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

| Mills Gallery | 617.426.8835 | 539 
Tremont St | Wed + Sun noon-5 pm; 
Thurs-Sat noon-9 pm | Through Sept 
30: Doug Weathersby and Andrew 
Witkin: “Mills Gallery Corridor 
Project” 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 

| 617.482.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave | 
Wed-Sun noon-6 pm | Through Dec 
21: Charles Jones: “Hyperbole” | Rosa- 
lyn Driscoll; “Body Sight” 
BROMPFIELD GALLERY | 617.451.3605 
| 450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat noon-s 
pm | Through Dec 20: “12x12 Holiday 
Show” 

CASA DE LA CULTURA/CENTER 
FOR LATINO ARTS | 617.927.1707 | 
85 West Newton St | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 
pm | Through Dec 31: “Paredes en 
Fuego/Walis on Fire: 2008 Cacique 
Youth Arts Show” 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
| 617.442.8204 | 2164 Washington St 

| Thurs-Sun noon-6 pm | Through 
Fall: “White: Selected Objects from 
Africa” 

HOWARD YEZERSKI GALLERY | 
617.262.0550 | | 450 Harrison Ave. 
#201 | Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Dec 16: Lalla Essaydi: “Em- 
bodiment” 

LACONIA GALLERY | 617.670.1568 | 
433 Harrison Ave | Thurs-Sun noon-4 
pm and by appointment | Through 
Dec 31: Group Show 

MOBIUS | 617.638.0020 | 725 Harrison 
Ave, Suite 1 | Call for hours | Through 
Oct 6: Joanne Rice: “The Human Cost 
of War” 

OHT GALLERY | 617.423.1677 | 450 
Harrison Ave, #57, 1st floor | Tues-Sat 
11 am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 13: Jim 
Lee, Matthew Rich, and Kelly Spald- 
ing: “Fabrications” 

SAMSON PROJECTS | 617.357.7177 

| 450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat 1 am-5 
pm | Through Dec 13: Taylor Davis 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 
617.728.0770 | 55 Thayer St, Boston 

| Wed-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm or by ap 
pointment | Through Jan 10: Dido 
Thayer 

SPACE 242 | www.space242.com | 242 
East Berkeley St [second floor], Boston 
| By appointment only | Dec 12~Jan 


23: Tak Toyoshima, Martin Pavlinic, 
Scott Murray, and Taylor Seidler: 
“Dicks and Jane” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St, East 
Boston | Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by ap- 
pointment | Through Jan 10: “12” | 
Reception Dec 18: 6-9 pm 

AXIOM GALLERY | 617.953.6413 | 
141 Green St, jamaica Plain | Wed- 
Thurs 6-9 pm; Sat 2-5 pm and by ap- 
pointment | Through Dec 13: Andrew 
Neumann: “The Last Picture Show” 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 617.566.1022 
| 516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Daily 7 am-7 pm | Through Dec 23: 
Michael Mullaney, Nicole Seisler, 
and Dennis Svoronos: “Isolated In- 
cidents” 

LAMONTAGNE GALLERY | 
617.842.7664 | $55 East Second St, 
South Boston | Wed-Sat 11 am-6 pm; 
Tues by appointment | Through Dec 
27: “This Is Boston Not LA” 

PROOF GALLERY | 508.963.9102 | 
516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Thurs-Sat noon-5 pm and by appoint 
ment | Through Jan 17: “Boston Does 
Boston II” 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA MUSEUM AND SCULP- 
TURE PARK | 781.259.8355 / 51 
Sandy Pond Rd, Lincoln | Tues-Sun 

10 am-5 pm | Admission $12; $8 
students, seniors, ages 6-12; free 

for ages under 6 | Through Dec 31: 
“Annual Artists’ Market” | Through 
Jan 4: “Zea Mays Printmaking: 

The Nature of Things” | Laylah Ali: 
“Notes/Drawings/Untitled Afflic- 
tions” | “Drawn to Detail” | Stacey 
Steers: “Phantom Canyon” | Through 
May 17: Ann Carlson and Mary Ellen 
Strom: “New Performance Video” | 
Tabitha Vevers: “Narrative Bodies” 

| Through Sept 30: “Face-to-Face: 
Portraits from the Permanent Col 
lection” | Ongoing: “American 
Vernacular” | “PIXNIT: Folie que la 
nouveauté, 2008” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 10 
am-s5 pm; Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 pm | 
Admission $12; $10 students, seniors; 
free for ages under 17; free after 5 pm 
on “Target Free Thursday Nights” 

| Through Jan 4: Tara Donovan | 
Through March 1: Gerard Byrne: 
“Momentum 12” | “The 2008 James 
and Audrey Foster Prize” | Through 
July 12: “Collection 3” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
students with ID; free for ages under 
18 | Built in the style of a 1sth-cen 
tury Venetian palace, the museum 
houses more than 2500 art objects, 
with emphasis on Italian Renais 
sance and 17th-century Dutch works 
and highlights including works 

by Ciotto, Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler | Free 
guided tours given Tues-Fri at 2:30 
pm | Through Jan 18: “The Triumph 
of Marriage: Painted Cassoni of the 
Renaissance” 

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM 

OF CONTEMPORARY ART | 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Wed-Mon n am-s pm | Ad- 
mission $15; $11 students; $5 ages 
6-16; free for ages five and under | 
Dec 13-Oct 31: Simon Starling: “The 
Nanjing Particles” | Reception Dec 13: 
5:30-7:30 pm | Through March 1: “Be- 
ing Here is Better than Wishing We'd 
Stayed” | Through March 2: “Eastern 
Standard: Western Artists in China” 


MORE ART LISTINGS 


“ATTRACTIONS” EVAN 
“MUSEUMS 
GALLERIES” COLUMN 
THEPHOENIX.COM ANDREW 


| Through April 9: “Badlands: New 
Horizons in Landscape” | Through 
Oct 31: Anselm Kiefer | Long-term 
installation: Fransje Killaars: “Instal- 
lation: Figures, Colors First” | Ongo- 
ing: Don Grummer: “Primary Separa- 
tion” | “Solar Energy at MASS MoCA” 
| Joseph Beuys: “Lightning with Stag 
in Its Clare” | Natalie Jeremikenko: 
“Tree Logic” | Bruce Odland and Sam 
Auinger: “Harmonic Bridge” | Chris- 
tina Kubisch: “Clocktower Project” | 
Dré Wapenaar: “Pavilion” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | Sat-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; Wed- 
Fri 10 am-9:45 pm | Admission $17; 
$15 students, seniors; free for ages 7-17 
and under during non-school hours 
{otherwise $6.50]; free for ages 6 and 
under | Introductory walks through 
all collections Mon-Fri 10:30 am + 3 
pm | “Art of Asia Walks” 11 am | “Art 
of Europe Walks” 11:30 am | “Art of 
the Americas Walks” 1:30 pm | “Art of 
Egypt and the Classical World Walks” 
2pm | Introductory walks also offered 
Wed 6:15 pm; Sat-Sun 1 am + 1pm 
+ 2pm + 3 pm | Through Dec 31: Jim 
Lambie: “RSVP” | Through Jan 4: “Zen 
Mind/Zen Brush: Japanese Ink Paint- 
ings from the Citter-Yelen Collection” 
| Winslow Homer: “American Scenes” 
|“Great Company: Portraits by Euro- 
pean Masters” | “Art and Empire: Trea- 
sures from Assyria in the British Mu- 
seum” | Through Jan 19: “Karsh 100: 
A Biography in Images” | Through Jan 
25: Rachel Whiteread | Through May 
10: “Photographic Figures” | Through 
May 31: “Visions of Kyoto: Scenes from 
Japan's Ancient Capital” | Through 
June 21: “And So to Bed: Indian Bed 
Curtains from a Stately English Home” 
| Through July 12: “Gentlemen of Su- 
zhou” | Through Sept 22: “Preserving 
History, Making History: The Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East India Square, 
161 Essex St, Salem | Daily 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $15; $13 seniors; $11 
students; free for ages 16 and under | 
Through Jan 19: “Gateway Bombay” 
| “Body Politics, Maori Tattoo To- 
day” | Through Feb 16: “Stage Idols, 
Japanese Kabuki Theater” | Through 
March 1: “To the Ends of the Earth: 
Painting the Polar Landscapes” | 
Through June 7: “Polar Attractions” 
| Through June 28: “Perfect Imbal- 
ance: Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” 
| Ongoing: “Of Gods and Mortals: 
Traditional Indian Art” | “All My 
Life: Contemporary Works by Native 
American Artists” | “Intersections: 
Native American Art in a New Light” 
| “Yin Yu Tang” | “Auspicious Wishes 
and Natural Beauty in Korean Art” 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF AR- 
CHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
| 617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity Ave, 
Cambridge | Mon-Sun 9 am-s5 pm | 
$9; $7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 
and under; free for ages 3 and under; 
free Sun 9 am-noon; Wed 3-5 pm 
| Through Dec 31: “Storied Walls: 
Murals of the Americas” | “Fragile 
Memories: Images of Archaeology 


and Community at Copan, 1891-1900” 


| Through March 30: “Remembering 
Awatovi: The Story of an Archaeolog- 
ical Expedition in Northern Arizona, 
1935-1939” | Through Jan 31, 2010: 
“Digging Veritas: The Archaeology 


and History of the Indian College and 


Student Life at Colonial Harvard” 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 
617.666.9810 | 1 Westwood Rd, 
Somerville | Thurs 2-7 pm; Fri 2-5 pm; 
Sat noon-s pm | Through Dec 20: 
Tim Barner, David Bouchard, Jim 
Jackson, Yvonne Parma, and Adele 


Travisano: “Fearless Methods & Com- 


mon Bonds” 

STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458.2303 | 225 
South St, Williamstown | Tues-Sun 10 
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— 


am-s pm | Adults $12.50; free for stu- 
dents, ages 18 and under | Through 
Jan 4: “Drawn to Drama: Italian 
Works on Paper, 1500-1800” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | SS Salisbury St. 
Worcester | Wed-Fri + Sun 1 am-5 
pm; Sat 10 am-5 pm; third Thurs 1 
am-8 pm | Admission $10; $8 seniors, 
students with ID; free for ages 17 
and under; free admission Sat 10 
am-noon | Through June 7: “Heav- 
enly and Earthly Delights: Alive in 
Colorful Display” 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Boston 
— Mugar Memorial Library | 
617.353.3736 | 772 Comm Ave | 
Mon-Thurs 8 am-midnight | Fri-Sat 
8 am-11 pm | Sun 10 am-midnight | 
Ongoing: “A Retrospective of the Life 
and Work of Bette Davis” 

— Sherman Gallery | 617.358.0295 | 
775 Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 11 am-s5 pm ; 
Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 19: Du- 
shko Petrovich: “Small Paintings” 

— Stone Gallery | 617.353.3329 | 855 
Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 11 am-s pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 18: 
“Exposures: Other Histories in Early 
Postcards from Africa” 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South 
St, Waltham | Tues-Sun noon-5 pm 

| Admission $3; free for ages 12 and 
under | Through Dec 14: “Invisible 
Rays: The Surrealism Legacy” | “Proj 
ect for a New American Century” | 
“Drawing on Film” 

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE | 617.228.2018 | 250 New 
Rutherford Ave, Boston | Mon, Wed, 
Fri 10 am-5 pm; Tues, Thurs 10 am-7 
pm, Sat 10 am-2 pm | Through Jan 9: 
“Latin Persuasion: Boston Latino Art, 
an Exhibit of Local Contemporary 
Artists” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | Mon- 
Sat 9 am-11 pm; Sun noon-11 pm | 
Through Jan 4: Paul Chan: “Three 
Easy Pieces” 

— Harvard Art Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 485 Broadway | 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | 
Through Feb 8: “The Western Tradi- 
tion: Art Since the Renaissance” | 
Ongoing: “Re-View” [overview of 
works from the Museum as well as 
the Busch-Reisinger and Fogg Art 
Museums, currently closed for reno- 
vations] 

— Harvard Museum of Natural History 
| 617.495.3045 | Oxford + Everett Sts 

| Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission $9; $7 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 3 
and under; free for Massachusetts 
residents Sun 9 ar | Through 
Jan 4: “Sea Creatures in Class” | 
Through March 31: “Looking at 


Rule” | “The Class F 
Trilobites, and Meteo: 
of Nature and Science” 
Change: Our Clobal Experiment” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— Compton Gallery | 617.258.9106 

| 77 Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-s5 pm | 
Through Dec 21: Damon Rich and 
the Center for Urban Pedagogy: “Red 
Lines, Death Vows, Foreclosures, 
Risk Structures: Architectures of 
Finance from the Creat Depression to 
the Subprime Meltdown” 

— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St | Daily 
noon-6 pm | Through Jan 4: Adel Ab- 
dessemed: “Situation and Practice” 
— Mark Epstein Innovation Gallery | 
617.253.4444 | 265 Mass Ave | Mon- 


Fri 9:30 am-5 pm | Ongoing: “Urban 
Concept Car” | “MIT and the Sea: 
Pioneers in Ocean Exploration” | 
“Zebrafish and Cancer Research” | 
“Windows on MIT” | Claude Shan- 
non: “Ingenious Machines” | “Klein 
Side Scan Sonar: A World Leader in 
Ocean Engineering” | Aude Oliva: 
“Hybrid Illusions” 
— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-s5 pm | Admis- 
sion $7.50; $3 for seniors, students, 
and ages 5-18 | Through March 31: “Lu- 
™minous Windows: Holograms for the 
zst Century” | Ongoing: “Mind and 
Hand: The Making of MIT Scientists 
and Engineers” | “Robots and Beyond: 
Exploring Artificial Intelligence at 
MIT” |“Holography: The Light Fan- 
tastic” |“Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson” | “Flashes 
of Inspiration: The Work of Harold 
Edgerton” | “Learning Lab: The Cell” 
— Wolk Gallery | 617.253.7334 | Room 
7-338, 77 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 
pm | Through Dec 19: Jillio de Matos: 
“Fading Hutongs” 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY | Gallery One | 
617.437.1868 | 537 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Mon-Fri 9 am-s pm | Through Dec 
19: Zia Ayub: “Alternative Approach 
in Silver Printing” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-s pm | $3; $2 
students, seniors | Through Jan 25: 
“Keeping Time: Cycle and Duration 
in Contemporary Photography” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
| Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 | 
224 Benefit St, Providence, Ri | Tues- 
Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission $8; 
$5 seniors; $3 students, ages 5-18 | 
Through Dec 14: “Designing Tradi- 
tions: Student Explorations in the 
Asian Textile Collection” | Through 
Jan 4: “Chihuly at RISD” | “Studio 
Class in Rhode Island: The Chihuly 
Years” | Through Jan 18: Beth Lip- 
man: “After You're Gone” | Through 
Feb 1: “Building Books: The Art of 
David Macaulay” | Through Feb 15: 
Harry Calahan: “Eleanor” | “Alter- 
nating Beats” | Through March 1: 
“Kunisada's ‘Twelve Months’: Genre 
in Japanese Prints” | Through March 
22: “American Art from the Perma- 
nent Collection” | Through March 
29: “Multi-Part Art: Contemporary 
Works from the Collection” | Ongo- 
ing: Paul Morrison: “Exine” | “Sub- 
ject to Change: Art and Design from 
the Twentieth Century” | Jonathan 
Bonner: Site-Specific Installation | “A 
Crand Callery: European Paintings 
from the Permanent Collection” | 
“Rethinking the Romans: New Views 
of Ancient Sculpture” | “The birds 
and the bees and the flowers and the 
trees: Flora and Fauna in Ceramic 
Design and Decoration” | “The Japa 
nese Tradition in Studio Pottery” 
SIMMONS COLLEGE | Trustman Art 
Gallery | 617.521.2268 | 300 the Fen- 
way, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-4:30 
pm | Through Dec 17: Jane Hesser, 
Dorothea Van Camp, and Marc Van 
Cauwenbergh: “Entangled” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery | 
617.627.3518 | 4oR Talbot Ave, Med- 
ford | Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun 11 am-5 
pm; Thurs 11 am-8 pm | Through Dec 
21: Eugene Scott Finney and Daniel 
Phillips: “MFA Thesis Exhibition” | 
Ranai Matar and Buthina Abu Mil- 
hem: “Contrapuntal Lines” | Do-Ho 
Suh: “Paratrooper II” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE | 781.283.2051 
| 106 Central St, Wellesley | Davis 
Museum and Cultural Center | Tues- 
Sat 11 am-5 pm; Wed 11 am-8 pm; 
Sat noon-5 pm; Sun noon-4 pm | 
Through Dec 14: “Black Woman- 
hood” | “Recent Acquisitions: Works 
on Paper” | Ellen Zweig: “Heap” 
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% Leaves” | Ongoing: “Looking at Ani 
- mals” | “Arthropods: Creatures That 


ALICE'S ADVENTURES UNDER- 
GROUND | Underground Railway The- 
ater pairs artistic director Debra Wise’s 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland with its production of Ein- 
Stein's Dreams — “two plays that explore 
time.” Alice “takes adults and children 
down rabbit holes and through mirrors 
into worlds seen best when looked at 
upside down.” Directed by Dev Luthra, 
with music by Roger Miller and Evan 
Harlan, the production “lights up par- 
allels between adult idiosyncrasies and 
Carroll's characters.” The production 
features the Einstein cast of Wise, Ste- 
ven Barkhimer, and Robert Najarian, 
as well as accordion virtuoso Harlan, 
“outrageous puppets,” and “a set of 
hand-painted silk.” | Central Square 
Theater, 450 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
866.811.4111. | Through December 28 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs [December 18] 
|3 pm [December 26] or 7:30 pm [De- 
cember 19} Fri | 3 + 7:30 pm Sat [evening 
December 27] | 2 + 5:30 pm Sun | $32; $22 
seniors; $18 students with ID 
ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS EVE | Ryan 
Landry and the Gold Dust Orphans pin 
some tinsel on All About Eve. | Ramrod 
Center for the Performing Arts, base- 
ment of Machine, 1254 Boylston St, 
Boston | 866.811.4111 | Through Janu- 
ary 3| Curtain 8 pm Fri-Sat | 4 pm Sun 
(December 21, 28] | $28 in advance; $30, 
cash at the door | Carolyn Clay’s review 
page 9 
AURELIA’S ORATORIO | Charlie 
Chaplin's daughter, Victoria Thierrée 
Chaplin, directs her daughter, Aurélia 
Thierrée, in this “dazzling dispiay of 
stage illusion.” | Loeb Drama Center, 
64 Brattle St, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 
| Through January 3 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Tues-Thurs (no December 24, 25] 
+ 2pm Wed [December 31] | 8 pm Fri 
|2 pm [no January 3] + 8 pm Sat| 2+ 
7:30 pm Sun | $25-$79; $10 discount 
seniors; $25 students; $15 students day 
of performance; $15 50 tickets on sale 
at noon day of performance; pay what 
you can 50 tickets Saturday matinee 
based on availability | Carolyn Clay's 
Teview page 9 
BELLA MUERTE | 11:11 Theatre Compa- 
ny presents the premiere of artistic di- 
rector Brian Tuttle’s look at “love, loss, 
and the supernatural.” A young couple 
meet by chance and get caught “in a 
world of mystical uncertainty.” | Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 Comm Ave, 
Boston | 866.811.4112 | Through Decem- 
ber 13 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sat | $15; $12 
seniors, students 
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY | jeffrey 
Stanton directs this Boston Uni 
versity School of Theatre soth-an 
niversary staging of Nobel Laureate 
Harold Pinter’s first full-length play, 
an absurdist black comedy in which 


two sinister strangers show up at a 


music, dance, and poetry. This year’s 


production is dedicated to the late John 
Andrew Ross, for 36 years the show’s 
music director. | Tremont Temple, 88 
Tremont St, Boston | www. BlackNativ- 
ity.org | Through December 21 | Curtain 
8 pm Fri | 3:30 + 8 pm Sat | 3:30 pm Sun 
| $28-$45 

BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates begin their delightful and 
deafening evening of anti-perfor- 
mance art beating drums that are also 


deep buckets of paint, so that sprays of 
color jump from the instruments like 
breaking surf, and end by engulfing 
the spectators in tangles of toilet pa- 
per. | Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton 
St, Boston | 617.931.ARTS | Indefinitely 
| Curtain 8 pm Wed-Thurs | 7 pm Fri | 2 
+5 +8 pm Sat|1+ 4pm Sun | $58; $48 
limited view; $25 student rush 
CHICAGO | Tony winner Tom Wopat 

— known to TV viewers for his seven 
seasons on The Dukes of Hazzard — stars 
as attorney Billy Flynn in this tour- 
ing version of the 1997 Tony-winning 
revival of the Kander & Ebb show based 
on the movie Roxie Hart, which is about 
dueling publicity-seeking murderesses 
in the 1920s in the windy city of the ti- 
te. Tony winner Walter Bobbie directs 
the show, for which Ann Reinking 
duplicated original director Bob Fosse’s 
sexy choreography. | Colonial Theatre, 
106 Boylston St, Boston | 617.931. ARTS 
| Through December 14 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat|2+ 
7:30 pm Sun | $27.50-$87.50 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Reper- 
tory Company leads off the annual 
attack of the Scrooges with its 32nd 
annual offering of Adrian Hall & Rich- 
ard Cumming’s adaptation of Charles 
Dickens's tale of the incredible flying 
miser. Lies! Tommy directs, and she 
promises “a more dangerous, edgy bad 
guy” to be played, in two alternating 
companies, by Mauro Hantman and 
Joe Wilson Jr. | Trinity Repertory Com- 
pany, 201 Washington St, Providence, 
Rhode Island | 401.351.4242 | Through 
December 31 | Performance times vary 

| $25-$60; $12.50-$30 children 2-12 | 
Rick Lombardo helms the fourth an- 
nual New Repertory Theatre foray into 
Dickens territory, with Paul D. Farwell 
recapping his turn as the skinflint who 
sees the light. In this one, the actors 
accompany themselves on musical 
instruments, ghosts take flight, and 
Watertown Children’s Theatre provides 
the young ‘uns. | Arsenal Center for 
the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | December 14-28 | Curtain 
7 pm Tues [December 23] | 3 pm Wed 
[December 24] | 8 pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat 

| 3 pm [December 14] or 1 + 6 pm [De- 
cember 21, 28] Sun | $35-$55; $19-$26 
children 12 and under 

A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN | 
WGBH is the sponsor of this “intimate 
sharing of Christmas music, dancing, 
songs, and stories,” all of a Celtic per- 
suasion. Brian O’Donovan, who hosts 
the Celtic Sojourn radio program, does 
the honors here as well. | Cutler Ma- 
jestic Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston 

| 800.233.3123 | Through December 21 | 
Curtain 8 pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat | 3 pm 
Sun | $25-$75 
THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | Revels 

inc. celebrates the winter solstice for 
the 38th time, this year looking for 


yn. to the Wessex 0 


Hardy's novels. “Chur 


Richard Snee and 
Tim Sawyer, musician Bruce Randall, 
soloist Mary Casey, and musician and 
song leader David Coffin. Traditions 
include the Abbots Bromley Horn 
Dance, the Boars Head Carol, the Lord 
of Misrule, and the Lord of the Dance. 
Patrick Swanson is at the helm, with 
musical direction by George Emien. 

| Sanders Theatre in Memorial Hall, 
Harvard University, 45 Quincy St, 
Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | December 
12-30 | Curtain 7:30 pm Mon [December 
22, 29} | 1 pm Tues [December 30] | 7:30 
pm Thurs [December 18] | 7:30 pm Fri 


[mo December 26] | 3 + 7:30 pm Sat|1+ 
5:30 pm Sun | $25-$52; $15-$42 children 
under 12 

DISNEY HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 2) 
North Shore Music Theatre does holi- 
day business with the stage version of 
the second installment of the Disney 
Channel films hugely popular with 
teens and ‘tweens. Artistic director 
Barry Ivan is at the helm of the show, 
which takes its East High song-and- 
dance-meisters to Lava Springs Coun- 
try Club, which is owned by would-be 
Stars Ryan and Sharpay’s family; of 
put on a show. Addi McDaniel and 
David Nathan Perlow, who starred in 
NSMT's Disney High School Musical, reprise 
their roles in a cast that includes 10 lo- 
cal teens. | North Shore Music Theatre, 
62 Dunham Rd, Beverly | 978.232.7200 

| December 18-january 1 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Mon-Tues [December 22, 23] | 2 pm 
Wed (December 30] | 2 pm [December 
3a) or 7:30 pm [December 18, Janu- 

ary 8] Thurs | 2 pm [January 2] + 8 pm 
Fri| 2+ 8 pm Sat | 2 pm + 7:30 pm [no 
January 4] Sun | $65-$79; senior, youth 
discounts 

DR. SEUSS’ HOW THE GRINCH STOLE 
CHRISTMAS! THE MUSICAL | Boston 
Gets its first look at this Broadway 
holiday entertainment conceived by 
three-time Tony winner Jack O’Brien. | 
Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont St, Boston 
| 617.866.348.9738 | Through December 
28 | Performance times vary | $28-$78 | 
Carolyn Clay’s review page 9 
EINSTEIN'S DREAMS | Wesley Savick 
directs this MIT Catalyst Collabora- 
tive/Underground Railway Theater 
production of his stage adaptation of 
Alan Lightman’s bestselling 1993 novel 
about a young Berne patent clerk sleep- 
ing on the job, dreaming his theories 
of time and space. It was Lightman 
who first dreamed an Einstein con- 
templating the time-space continuum 
in human rather than mathematical 
terms, and Savick falls into step, add- 
ing some softshoe. His lyrical hurdy- 
gurdy built on Lightman’s vignettes 

— in which the burgeoning Einstein 
imagines different properties for time, 
from flowing backward to standing 
still to running in circles — is less 
poetic than the book but draws inge- 
niously on music-hall entertainments 
of the book's 1905 time peried. Evan 
Harlan provides the on-stage accordion 
accompaniment, which runs from cir- 
cusy to somber, and Steven Barkhimer 
and Debra Wise serve as the figments 
of Einstein's imagination that lead the 
tumbling, pratfalling prodigy on his 
subliminal peregrinations. The show 
plays in repertory with Alice's Adventures 
Underground, which has the same cast 
Central Square Theater, 450 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | 866.811.4111 | Thr 
December 14 | Curta 
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2 seniors 


FIRST NIGHT Jack 


M 


Theatre C 


ww 
ber 12 


pm Sun 


$15 at the door; half-p 


seniors, students December 18 
\OLANTHE, OR THE PRINCE AND 
THE PERI | The Harvard-Radcliffe Cil- 
bert & Sullivan Players celebrate their 
53rd year with C&S's fairy-saturated 
Satire of the House of Lords. | Agassiz 
Theatre, 14 Mason Street [in Radcliffe 
Yard], Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | 
Through December 14 | Curtain 8 pm 
Thurs-Fri | 6 pm Sat | 2 pm Sun $14 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE | Stoneham 
Theatre rings in the holiday with 
James W. Rodgers’s stage adaptation 
of the beloved 1946 film by Frank 


Capra (based on a story by Philip Van 
Doren) about Bedford Falls business- 
man George Bailey, who is saved from 
suicide — and reintroduced to the 
wonders of his own life — by an inept 
guardian angel named Clarence. (This 
is not to be confused with This Wonderful 
Life, Steve Murray's one-man version 
of the same material, which Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston produced last 
Christmas.) Chris Jorie directs. | Stone- 
ham Theatre, 395 Main St, Stoneham 

| 781.279.2200 | Through December 21 

| Curtain 7 pm Wed-Fri | 3 + 7 pm Sat 

|1 +5 pm Sun | $40; $35 seniors; $20 
students 

THE LARAMIE PROJECT | Bad Habit 
Productions fields Moisés Kaufman & 
the Tectonic Project's theatrical collage 
based on hundreds of on-site inter- 
views in the Wyoming town of the 
title after the murder 10 years ago of 
gay college student Matthew Shepard. 
The play “explores the moment that 
forced America to confront its views 
on tolerance and forgiveness.” Daniel 
Morros directs. | Boston Center for the 
Arts Plaza, 539 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.933.8600 | Through December 13 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri|2+8 
pm Sat | $25; $15 students 

LARGO DESOLATO | jonathan Carr di 
tects this American Repertory Theatre, 
MXAT Institute for Advanced Theatre 
Training production of former Czech 
Republic president Vaclav Havel’s 
semi-autobiographical 1984 play about 
“a political dissident and his struggle 
with paranoia, paralysis, and responsi 
bility.” | Zero Arrow Theatre, Mass Ave 
+ Arrow St, Cambridge | 617.547.8600 
Through December 13 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Thurs-Sat | $10; $5 seniors, students; 
free ART subscribers 

LEA DELARIA | The Huntington 
Theatre Company launches its winter 
cabaret series Upstairs at the Calder- 
wood with performances by Broadway 
vet, jazz singer, and comedian Lea 
DeLaria, who received an Obie Award 
for her performance in On the Town on 
Broadway as well as a 1999 Gay & Les- 
bian Music Award for her performance 
of “Blue Skies” in the film Edge of Seven- 
teen. | Deane Hall, Calderwood Pavilion 
at the BCA, 527 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.266.0800 | Through December 13 | 
Curtain 8 + 10 pm Thurs-Sat | $25; $5 
discount Huntington subscribers; $15 
student rush two hours before curtain 
UZZIE STRANTON | Boston Univer- 
sity College of Fine Arts presents this 
reimagining of Aristophanes’ classic 
anti-war comedy Lysistrata. The play, by 
Huntington Playwriting Fellow Lydia 
R. Diamond (Voyeurs de Venus, The Bluest 
Eye), is set in 2016, when w 
ud a war by w 


mare 


to availability 
MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP | Spir 


lass zanies 


THE 


gothic that jets from 
y to Thornfield to Cai 
their equival as Lord Edgar 
crest, his second wife, Enid, their 
sinister retainers dodge fur-sprouting 
werewolves, come-hither mummies, 
the vampire of the title anagram, the 
ghost of Daphne du Maurier, and fly- 
ing shards of Shakespeare. Much of 
the humor derives from the fact that 
two men play multiple parts of both 
genders, tuming the show into a bra- 


DISNEY HIGH 
SCHOOL MUSICAL 
opens at North Shore 
Music Theatre on 
December 18. 


vura drag race run not just by the play- 
ers but by the backstage team shooting 
them like bullets back onto the stage 
after each costume change. Veloudos 
describes the parodist romp as a “tour 
de farce,” and he was savvy enough to 
know he had in the bald, blowzy Casey 
and wiry, more intense Kuntz the 
perfect tourists. | Lyric Stage Company 
of Boston, 140 Clarendon St, Boston | 
617.585.5678 | Through December 2: | 
Curtain 2 pm [December 17} + 7:30 pm 
Wed | 2 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri| 4 + 8 pm 
Sat | 3 pm + 7:30 pm [evening December 
14] Sun | $25-$50 
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE | MIT Cil- 
bert & Sullivan Players choose as their 
2oth-anniversary production one of 
the duo’s most popular operettas, the 
one featuring an unwilling apprentice 
pirate and the very model of a modern 
major general. | Sala de Puerto Rico, 
Stratton Student Center (second floor], 
84 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 617.253.0190 
| Through December 13 | Curtain 8 pm 
Thurs-Fri | 2 pm Sat | $12; $10 MIT com- 
munity; $8 seniors, other students, 
children; $6 MIT/Wellesley students 
THE RECEPTIONIST | Artistic director 
Curt Columbus is at the helm of this 
Trinity Repertory Theatre New England 
premiere of Obie Award winner Adam 
Bock’s black comedy set in the work- 
place and described by the director as 
“TV's The Office meets The Twilight Zone.” 


T 'y Rep mainstay Janice Duclos 
plays the ree-time Tony 
winner ad the 


Trinity Ret 
ington St, Providence, Rhode Island 
401.351.4242 | Through January 1 
Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri [no December 
24, 25] + 2 pm Wed [December 31, Janu 
ary 7] | 2pm [no January 10] + 7:30 pm 
Sat | 2 pm [no January 4) + 7:30 pm [no 
December 28] Sun | $20-$60 
ROCK 'N’ ROLL | Carey Perloff directs 
this ingeniously designed Huntington 
Theatre Company area premiere of 
Tom Stoppard's politically and emo- 
tionally complex play, which reaches 
from leafy Cambridge to gritty Czecho- 
slovakia, and from the Prague Spring 
to the Velvet Revolution, focusing on 
three generations of academics, Com- 
munists, flower children, and rock 
aficionados. It’s a heady mix, even for 
one that's seen the churn of Stoppard’s 
brainy blender, encompassing as it 
does political debate, Sapphic scholar- 
ship, human passion, Cold War espio 
nage, and 22 years of Czech history as 
filtered through a lens of disappointed 
English Marxism on its way to achieve 
the exhilaration encapsulated in the 
loud electric-gui 


tar licks that introduce 
the Rolling Stones at Prague's Strahov 


5 ser 


discow 


student n re cur 
tain; $25 patrons 35 and younger 

THE SANTALAND DIARIES | New 
Repertory Theatre reprises its Down 
stage @ New Rep dose of anti-holiday 
cheer: Joe Mantello’s stage adaptation 
of David Sedaris’s delightfully sour 
account of his servitude as Crumpet 
the Elf, a toiler at Macy's Santaland. 
Kraig Swartz comes off four seasons as 
ira the Jewish elf at Carson Pirie Scott 


two hours be 


MORE PLAY 
THEPHOE 


PLAY 
NIX.COM 


Department store in Chicago; Christo- 
pher Webb directs. | Arsenal Center for 
the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | December 17~January 4| 
Curtain 7:30 pm Tues [December 23] | 3 
+7 pm [December 31] or 4 pm [Decem- 
ber 24] or 7:30 pm [December 19] Wed | 
3 pm [January 1) or 7:30 pm [December 
18} Thurs | 8:30 pm Fri | 4:30 pm [no 
January 3) + 8:30 pm Sat| 3 +7 pm [no 
evening January 4] Sun | $30; $25 se- 
niors; $15 students 

THE SEAFARER | Elliot Norton Award 
winner Carmel O'Reilly directs this 
area premiere of Irish writer Conor 
McPherson's 2008-Tony-nominated 
play set in a moribund suburb of Dub- 
lin on Christmas Eve. Dickens it’s not 
— McPherson's spirits of Christmas 
Past, Present, and probably Future 
come in a bottle. But the playwright's 
claim that this grimly humorous work 
is his most optimistic play yet is not 
without credence. Taut Billy Meleady 
plays central character Sharky, a 
multiple loser who has returned from 
his latest misadventure to care for his 
recently blinded brother Richard, who 
sets up a late-night poker game that 
includes a mysterious interloper with 
some very high stakes in mind. This 
suave stranger is Satan, and Sharky is 
playing for his very soul. O'Reilly ably 
balances the play's aimless, unsani 


tary male infar 


ilism and scrofulous 


its booze-fueled outt 


humor wit 


a gift that should come Christmas 
wrapped 


Calderwood Pavilion at 

the BCA, 527 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.933.8600 | Through December 13 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs |'8 pm Fri| 4 +8 
pm Sat | $30-$50 

SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participation 
whodunit (which is now the longest- 
running non-musical in American 
theater history, having run 29 years 

in Boston) continue to comb Newbury 
Street for the murderer of a classical 
pianist who lived over the unisex hair 
salon where the show is set. | Charles 
Playhouse Stage Il, 74'‘Warrenton St, 
Boston | 617.426.5225 | Indefinitely | 
Curtain 8 pm Tues-Fn | 6 + 9 pr Sat | 3 
+7 pm Suni | $40; $20 college-student 
Tush, one ticket per college ID, at the 
box office, one hour prior to curtain 
SKYUGHT | Artistic director Charles 
Towers is at the helm of this solid, 
sensitive Merri 


ack Repertory Theatr 


654.4075 14 


Curtain 8 pr 4:30 + 8:30 


pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm Sun | $26-$56; senior 
student discounts 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC | The vener 
able Boston Children’s Theatre solves 
a problem like Maria in the Tony-win 
ning Rodgers & Hammerstein musical 
full of nuns, Nazis, and, appropriately 
enough, children. | Paul Revere Hall, 
Crand Lodge of Masons of Massa- 
chusetts, 186 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.424.6634 | Through December 21 | 
Curtain 2 pm Sat-Sun $12-$20 
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yursts 
and bleak hope. And the ensemble of 
Meleady, Bob Colonna, Larry Coen, Ci 
aran Crawford, and Derry Woodhouse 
the last holding down the monologue 
fort with a riveting account of Hell as 
a cramped cubicle of self-loathing) is 
Staging of British playwright David 
Stadium in 1990. The era-anchoring Hare's eloquent and hard-hitting 1995 
ing sex. Elaine Vaan Hogue directs musical outbursts range from Pink chamber drama, in which one-time 
ee Comley-Lane Studio 210 above the BU Floyd to U2 to the real-life Czech band lovers of divergent ideological persua 
beachside boarding house threatening Theatre, 264 Huntington Ave, Boston Plastic People of the Universe. And if r he a successful restaurateur 
the alleged birthday boy. Cuess what, inspirati cs (Thomas pm Fri-Sat | 7 pm Sun | $32; $2; 617.933.8600 | Through December the Huntington/American Conserva he his former protégée, now teachi 
it’s not his birthday. | Lane-Comley Ee ch) meets Tav 8 er idenre o> crudernt rush Curtain 7:30 pm Wed-Thu 8 pm Fri tory Theater staging has its drab spot in an inner-cit hool t init 
Studio 20 above the ston University ern” in a program loosely based on Fe Neary directs thi 2 pm [December 2 rs eT it's w earted, witt ind well ly to di er that love does not 
Theatre, 264 Huntington Ave, Boston Hardy's Under the Greenwood Tree, with Makeshift Masmmalompany produc 13] Sat | 2 prn Sun | $12; $1 lumni iM ver, both play and produ 1 1 producti eS LO BI 
7.933.8600 | Through December 13 England's Mellistock Band as featured tion of his comedy about a video-store WCBH membe Hun ton T tr t i t anard that ppard ma f t the Northwest London 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Frij2+8 guests. Joining the renowned English lerk who gets a second shot at love mpany subscriber ni s ad and should above the wd ett t vn tothe peeli il 
pm Sat | $12; $10 BU alumni, student ensemble (which comes complete with when a woman walks “out of his d lents; E m i free t tis allt | ish € Roc | k 1 Mc¥it iscu = 
eniors, Huntington Theatre Company strings, winds, and the bass “serpent tant past and into the store” on New at the d jay of perf Lance 1 F tsupad yetween head and But the pl x-ray of f 
ibscriber and the 80-member Revels ensemble Year's Eve. | Cambridge Family YMCA t heart, sophistry and soul, that pure pposed former rs try tor 
BLACK NATIVITY | The National Center are Revels’ Village Quire, the Caster Theatre, 820 Mass Ave, Cambridge Ye! motion, riding the wave of tt 1 themselves together I:ke two stick 
of Afro-American Artists presents its bridge Children, the Pinewoods Morris ma makeshifttheatre.com | Decem Veloudos directs first-chassmmisies John arries in the end. | Boston University yuld as easily have been snapped 
39th annual production of Langston Men, Cambridge Symphonic Brass 2 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sat | 4 Kuntz and Neil A. Casey in a revival Theatre, 264 Huntington Ave, Boston in the Bronx. | Merrimack Repertory 
Hughes's gospel song play, which Ee of Ridiculous Theater pioneer Charles 17.266.0800 | Through December 13 Theatre East Merrimack St, Low 
tells the Christmas story in gospel Ludlam's popular 1930s-set “ penny Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs-Fri | 2 + 8 pm )78 . 
dreadful,” an Obie-winning send-up Sat | $20-$82.50; $gmmnior, military 
@ammmmnt; $20 back row of balcony; $15 . 
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BOSTON 


COMMON 


t St | 617.423.3499 

to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Fri-Sat: 12:20 am | Fri-Sun: 10:30 am 
1:20, 4:10, 7, 9:50 

FROST/NIXON 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

BOLT 3-0 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 
CADILLAC RECORDS 

CHANGELING 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
NOBEL SON 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 


FENWAY 


E kline Ave ?.424 


THe DAY THE EARTH STOOD STIL 
: 4 


at: 12:10 am 
NOTHING LUKE THE HOLIDAYS || 
at: 12:25 am 
AUSTRALIA 1 t 
BOLT 3-0 | 12:40, 3:35, 6 9:35 


CADILLAC RECORDS | 4) 

FOUR | 1 
MADAGAS CAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 1:20. 4 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 12:55. 3:4 


ROLE MODELS i 


TRANSPORTER 3 1.25. 4 
TWILIGHT | 12 


| for tir 

ADRENALINE RUSH: THE SCIENCE 
OF RISK 

DINOSAURS ALIVE! 

THE GREATEST PLACES 

WILD OCEAN 


Please call 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central 
Wharf, Boston | 866.815. IMAX | $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Please call for times 

THE DARK KNIGHT 

DEEP SEA 
DOLPHINS WHALES 

GRAND CANYON ADVENTURE 
WILD OCEAN 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 
Rte 9 and Har ynd St | 617.277.2500 
THE ay THE sTooo STILL 
at: 10 | Fri-Sun: 1:20, 4:10 Sat 
Tam | Mo Thurs: 2:1 0, 4:40. 
AUSTRALIA Fri, Mon-Thurs: 2 


) | Fri-Sun: 6:45 | Sat-Sun: 11:0 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Sat | 


Sun: 1:50, 4:30, 7.30 | Sat-Sun: 11 


4 
4 
= 


am | Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 5, 7:30 
TWILIGHT | Fri-Sat: 10:15 | Fri-Sun 
1:10, 4, 7:15 | Mon-Thurs: 2:15, 4:50, 7:20 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 

HARVARD BEATS YALE 29-29 | 4:30 
7:15, 9:45 | Fri-Sat: 2 

MILK { 1, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 [no Mon] 

PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO HELL | 5.7.9 
Sat-Sun: 1, 3 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 1:30 [no Fri) 

4:15, 7:15 [no Mon], 10:15 [no Sun) | Fri: 1 
Sat: Tam 

THE MERRY WIDOW | Sun: 1! am 

OPERA JAWA | Sun: 1 

GREMLINS | Sun: 9:30 

DUCK SOUP + GOLD DIGGERS OF 1933 


Mon: 7 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 
40 Brattle St, 
NDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRU- 
SADE 

(INDIANA JONES THE TEMPLE OF 
BOOM Fri: 4:3 

HIGH AND LOW Sat: Tl am 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK Sat 
INDIANA JONES AND THE eran OF 
THE CRYSTAL SKULL | Sat: 2.45 
SERENITY Sat: 10 
ZORRO RIDES AGAIN Sun: 3:30, 730 
SECRET OF THE INCAS Sun: 1:15, 5:15 
HELLBOY | Sun: 9:30 

SHOOT THE PIANO PLAYER 


THE GODFATHER OF DISCO Wed 9 


FRESH POND 


arkway 


THE ow THE STILL | 1 
DeLce 24 1:30, 9:4 

NOTHING ae THE HOLIDAYS 12:45 
BOLT | 12:55, 1:2 10, 3:55, 5:25 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 50,1 


745, 9:30.10 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE | 9:3 
ROLE MODELS | 9.50 


TWILIGHT | 12:45, 3:30, 6:40, 710, 9:25 
HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 
AUSTRALIA | 2.20. 5:40, 9:10 | Sat Tam 


CHANGELING | 3.20, 9:20 

NOBEL SON | 6:30 | Sat: 12:40 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2, 3:30, 4:30, 6, 7, 
8:30, 9:40 | Sat: 11:30 am, 1 

VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA | 2:10 
4-40, 7:10, 9:30 | Sat: 1:50 am 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW | 


Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 


1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
DOUBT | 12:50, 1:50, 3:30, 4:30, 6:40, 7:20 


9:15, 9:50 | Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

HOW ABOUT YOU | 1.45, 4:20. 7.9.25 
Sat-Sun: 11:30 am 

CADILLAC RECORDS 1.25. 4:15, 710, 9:45 
Sat-Sun: 11 arm 


A CHRISTMAS TALE 1:15 4.40.8 
MILK | 12:45, 2:40, 3:40, 6.35 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE nox 
6:45, 3.4 

SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK | 1:05. 3:50 


g 
), 3:40 


n,1,4,6 


SUBURBS 


4 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
THE ‘Boy IN THE 


at: 


THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS 
screens at the Boston 
Public Library on Monday. 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for Friday Decem- 
ber 12 through Thursday December 18. As always, it’s best to call the the- 


ater before heading out. For up-to-date film-schedule information, check 
the Boston Phoenix Web site at thePhoenix.com. 


Mon: 1:45 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | 4:45, 7:20 | Fri-Sat 
9:50 | Fri-Sun: 1:45 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR YEAR 
Fri-Sun: 1:15 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED |S. 7:40 
Fri-Sat: 10 | Fri-Sun: 1:30 
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES | 4:40, 7.15, 
9:30 
W. | 4:20, 7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:45 
WALLE | Fri-Sun: 1:40 
RAB NE BANA DI JOD!) Fri-Sun: 2. 5:15, 
8:30 | Mon-Thurs: 4, 7:30 


BEVERLY 

Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

WHAT JUST HAPPENED | F 
5:15, 8 | Sat: 2| Mon: 11 am 
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES | Tues 


Thurs: 5:15, 8 | Wed: 11 am, 2 


BRAINTREE 


AMC X, Sout 


th Shore Plaza 


ri-Sat, Mon 


781.848 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
CADILLAC RECORDS 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 


MC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 


28 Exit 


200 


THE DAY ‘THE EARTH STOOD STILL 


44 Fri-Sat: 10 | Fri-Sun: 1:50 | Sat 


DELGO Fr F n 5 
at-Sun urs: 2 
AUSTRALIA | 3, 6:40 | Fri-Sat: 10:10 | Sat 
Sun: 11:30 am 
BOLT | 2:20, 7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:30 | Fri-Sun 
4:50 | Sat-Sun: 11:50 am | Mon-Thurs; 4:55 
Foun CHRISTMASES | 2.40 | Fri-Sat 
) | Fri-Sun: 5:30 | Sat-Sun: 12:2 
45 | Mon-Thurs: 5:20 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
0:45 | Fri-Sun: 3:40 
m, 1:20 Sun 5:50,8 


0, 5:35, 8 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | 2:10 | Fri 
Sat: 8:20, 10:40 | Fri-Sun: 5:40 | Sat-Sun 
11:40 am | Sun: 8 | Mon-Thurs: 5:30, 7:55 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE | 5 | Fri-Sat: 10:20 
Sat-Sun: 11:20 am 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2:30, 5:10, 7:50 | 
Fri-Sat: 10:25 | Sat-Sun: 1:15 am 
TRANSPORTER 3 | 7:40 | Fri-Sun: 2| 
Mon-Thurs: 2:35 
TWILIGHT | Fri-Sat: 8, 10:45 | Fri-Sun: 

1.45, 4:30 | Sat-Sun: 11! am | Mon-Thurs: 
2:05, 4:50, 7:35 


DANVERS 


Liberty Tree Mall, Loews Theatres, 
100 Independence Way | 978.750.9019 
Please call for times 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
DELGO 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
BOLT 

BOLT 3-D 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

EAGLE EVE 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 


DEDHAM 


onfirm hookines d 


sand 
mes 


CHANGELING | Fri-Sun: 12:30, 3:30 | Sat 


4:10 


9:20 | Sat-Tues: 6:30 | Mon-Tues: 3:30 
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES | Fri-Tues 
2:15 | Fri-Sun: noon | Sat: 9:10 | Sat- 
Sun: 6:40 | Sat-Tues: 4:30 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 2, 

4:40, 6:30, 9:15 | Fri-Sun: 11:10 am, 12:30, 
3:30, 7:45, 10:30 | Mon-Thurs: 1, 3:40, 7:30, 

10:20 

DELGO | 2:25, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30 | Fri-Sun 

71:55 am 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | Fri-Sat 

8:10, 10:40 | Fri-Sun: 11:50 am, 2:40, 5:15 | 

Sun: 8, 10:25 | Mon-Thurs: 1:20, 4, 6:40, 9:10 

AUSTRALIA | Fri-Sat: 10:15 | Fri-Sun: 1.15 

am, 3, 6:45 | Mon-Thurs: 1, 4:30, 8 

BOLT 3-D | 2:15, 4:45, 7:25. 9:50 | Fri-Sun 
1:35 am 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
Fri-Sun: 11:20 am 

ESCAPE 2 AFRICA | 2:35 
ri-Sun: 1:45 am 

ri-Sun: 12:45, 3:45 | Mon 


1:45, 4:10, 7:15, 9:40 


Thurs: 1,4 


Sun: 11:3 


Thurs: 10:30 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 1:35 
un: Tham, 7:30 

05, 9:45 
ROLE MODELS 
Mon-Thurs: 1:10 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | Fri-Sat: 10:45 


3:50, 6:50, 9:20 | Fri-Sun: 1 


Sun: 11:25 am, 2:10, 5, 8 | Mon-Thurs. 

1:10, 4:05, 7:05, 9:55 

TRANSPORTER 3 2:30, 5:20, 7:50, 10:25 
Sun: 11:40 arm 

TWIUGHT 1:50, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05 | Fri-Sun: 
os am 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 
4:45, 6:45 | Fri-Sat: 8:45 

A CHRISTMAS STORY | Sat: am. 1 
THE NUTCRACKER Su 


LEXINGTON 

Flick, 1794 Mass Ave 

FROZEN RIVER | 6 
Thurs: 8:30 | Sat-Sun: 2:30, 4:30 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR 

YEAR | Sat-Sun: 2,4 

JCVD | 7 | Fri-Sat, Tues-Thurs: 9 


MAYNARD 

Arts Theatre, 19 

978.897.8100 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
7:05 | Fri-Sat: 9:20 | Fri-Sun: 4:05 

Sat-Sun: 1:05 

BOLT | 7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:10 | Fri-Sun, 

Sat-Sun: 1:10 

TWILIGHT | 7 | Fri-Sat: 9 | Fri-Sun, 
Wed: 4 | Sat-Sun: 1 


NEWBURYPORT 
Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

A CHRISTMAS TALE | Fri: 7:30 | Sat 
4:45, 8 | Sun: 3:45 | Sun-Thurs: 7 


NEWTON 


West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing 
ton St | 617.964.6060 

A CHRISTMAS TALE | 10:30 am [no Sat} 
1:40, 4:50, 8 

THE BOY IN STRIPED PAJAMAS | 10:50 
am, 1:20, 3:45, 6:20, 8:35 

CHANGELING | 2:55 [no Fri, Mon). 6 

I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG | 10:35 am. 1:10 
[no Sun], 3:35, 6:05, 8:40 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 1) 
am,1 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 


n: noon, 2 


781.861.6161 
30 | Fri-Sat, Tues 


Fine 21 Summer St | 


1:15 am, 1, 2 


3:35, 4:45, 6:10, 7:30, 8:45 | Sat: 9:50 
W. | 8:40 

RANDOLPH 

howcase Cinema, Rte 139 


81.963.5600 
Please call for times 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 


DELGO 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 
TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
DELGO 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 


SALEM 


Museum Place Cinema 
East India Squa 
AUSTRALIA 
sun: Tham, 2:10|M 
BOLT | 4:30 | Fri-Sa 
Sat-Sun: 11:45 am, 2 | Mon-Thurs: 7:10 


CHANGELING | Fri 


3:30, 7 | Sat-Sun: 12 
SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
AUSTRALIA | 4. Fr sat: 245 | Sun 


hurs: 7-15 


LET THE | RIGHT ONE 100 5, 7:30 | Fr 


Sat: 9:50 | Sat-Sun 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 5:15, 7:40 
Fri-Sat: 10 | Sat-Sun 

RELIGULOUS 4 4s Sat-Sun: 2:15 
Mon-Thurs: 7: 

ZACK AND MIR! MAKE A PORNO | 7:20 
Fri-Sat: 9:45 | Mon-Thurs: 4:30 


bassy Cinema, 16 Pine St 
781.893.2500 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Fri-Sun: 1:20, 4, 7, 9:35 | Mon-Thurs 
2:20, 5,8 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | Fri-Sun: 1:40 
4:30, 7:30, 9:40 | Mon-Thurs: 2:40 
5:10, 8:10 

HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | Fri-Sun: 1:30, 7:20 
Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 7:30 

MILK | Fri-Sun: 1, 1:50, 3:50, 5, 6:50, 8, 
9:40 | Mon-Thurs: 2, 3, 4:50, 7:40, 8:20 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED | Fri-Sun 
4:20, 9:45 | Mon-Thurs: 5:05 
TWILIGHT | Fri-Sun: 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 
9:45 | Mon-Thurs: 2:10, 4:55, 7:50 


WEYMOUTH 


Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, 
South Weymouth | 781.335.2777 
FOUR CHRISTMASES | 4:45, 6:45 | Fri 
Sat: 8:45 | Fri-Sun: 12:45, 2:45 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA | 4.30 
6:30 | Fri-Sat: 8:30 | Fri-Sun: 12:30, 2:30 


WOBURN 
Ma 
781.9 


Showcase 
Park 
Please call for times 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
DELGO 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 


diesex Canal 


FILM SPECIALS 


ADAMS STREET 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
690 Adams St, Dorchester | 
617.436.6900 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Copley Square, Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

THE POLAR EXPRESS | Fri: 2:30 

THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS | Mon: 6 


HARVARD 
FILM ARCHIVE 

arpenter Center for the Visual 
Quincy St, Cambridge | 
4700 | $ eniors and 


s, free for ages 8 and 


NIGHT AND FOG IN JAPAN | Fri: 7 
THE CATCH | Fri: 9:15 

BOY | Sat:7 

PLEASURES OF THE FLESH | Sat: 9 
SHIRO AMAKUSA, THE CHRISTIAN 
REBEL + DIARY OF YUBOG! | Sun: 3 
THE CEREMONY Sun: 7 

THREE RESURRECTED ORUNKARDS 
Sun: 9:30 

BAND OF NINJA | Mon: 7 

A TREATISE ON JAPANESE BAWDY 
SONGS | Mon: 3:15 

VIOLENCE AT NOON | Thurs: 7 
JAPANESE SUMMER: DOUBLE SUICIDE 
Thurs: 9 


THE INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART 


100 Northern Ave, Boston 
$7 students 


5 WEEK 


MUSEUM 
FINE ARTS 


ington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students 
and seniors unless otherwise noted 
ELOQUENT NUDE: THE LOVE AND 
LEGACY OF EDWARD WESTON AND 
CHARIS WILSON | Sat: 10:30 am 
HARRY CALLAHAN + AARON SISKIND: 
MAKING PICTURES | Sat: noon 
MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES | Sat: 2 
Thurs: 2:30 
APRES LUI | Sat: 4 | Sun: 4 | Thurs: 6 
ELLSWORTH KELLY: FRAGMENTS + 
EILEEN GRAY: INVITATION TO A VOY- 
AGE | Sun: 
KARSH: THE SEARCHING EYE | Sun 
1:30 | Thurs: 4 
THE SECRET | Thurs: 8 


LOWER MILLS 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
27 Richmond St, Dorchester | 
617.298.7841 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


MATTAPAN 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
10 Hazelton St, Mattapan | 
617.298.9228 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


NORTH END 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


25 Parmenter St, Boston | 617.227.8135 
| Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


PARKER HILL 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


1497 Tremont St, Boston | 617.427.3820 
| Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


646 East Broadway, South Boston 
7.268.0180 | Free admission 

THE CAINE MUTINY | Tues: | 

MY FAVORITE BLONDE | Thurs: 6 


7.478 .3103 


TH 


465 H 


| 
| 
student 
.1070 under 
Please call to confirm bookings and for 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE | 2:20, 5:10, 7:55 
Fri-Sat: 10:35 | Fri-lO am | Sun 
4:20 
| 
8 Alewife Brook n: Tam | Mon-Thurs: 2:05 — NO FILMS 
$7.50, $5.50 for ages 
1 and seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 


es 


BOSTON 


OUR RATING 


Good 
Okay 


CAPSULE 
REVIEWS 


Stinks 


fectionate way, with his best friend, 
A Franck (Thomas Dumerchez), who 
was responsible for the accident. 
Gaél Morel directs. | French | $2m | 
APRES LUI | 2007 | “Lui” here is the MFA: Sat-Sun + Thurs 
son of Camille (Catherine Deneuve), ®®© AUSTRALIA | 2008 | Baz 
and the “aprés” is what happens 
after he’s killed in a car accident 
Camille becomes obsessed, in an af 


Weekly 


PHENOMENAL 


Hoffma 
Seymour Hoffman fantastic. 


Ashley (an engaging and animated 
Nicole Kidman) heading Down Un- 
der in 1939 to retrieve her dawdling 
husband from his cattle ranch, only 
to find Lord Ashley with a spear in 
his back, the ranch near ruin, and 
Luhrmann's epic farce is a rollicking ruthless cattle baron King Carney 
good time for its first two-thirds, (Bryan Brown) ready to buy it all 
with English aristocrat Lady Sarah up wholesale. Her only recourse is 


ELLE 


CALL 
HERESY 


but John Patrick 
his play. 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Amy Adams perform 
with uncommon grace. 


MERYL 
FIERCE AND 


ANI 


EXPLOSIVE. 
THE ACTORS COULD 


ic ahenliitol swilace 


FOR 


fran Adam 


IND 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER KENDALL 


BEYONCE 
KNOWLES 
takesaimas 
Etta James 
in Cadillac 
Records. e 


to drive a herd of cattle across the 
wastelands to the western port of 
Darwin. Enter “The Drover” (Hugh 
Jackman), except that he despises 
the hoity-toity lady, and the feeling 
is mutual — though her expression 
when he takes off his shirt suggests 
what direction this relationship will 
take. But once the War in the Pacific 
becomes a plot device, all the wheels 
of artifice start flying off in a long, 
tortuous dénouement, and even the 
loin-clothed specter of the wonder- 
ful David Gulpilil (from Nic Roeg’s 
Walkabout) must look on in despair. 
Luhrmann's whimsy provides a 

fun guide to the continent and its 
clichés, but he loses his way when 
he takes on the disasters of history. 

| 165m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Somerville Theatre + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


BAND OF NINJA | 1967 | Nagisa 
Oshima's only anime adapts Sanpei 
Shirato’s manga epic in an unusual 
way, photographing the actual 
pages to preserve their essence. The 
story is about a samurai who's out 
to avenge the death of his father. | 
b&w | 100m | HFA: Mon 
®@® BOLT | 2008 | The first Disney 
animated film under the leadership 
of Pixar guru John Lasseter, Bolt is a 
frisky cross-country adventure that 
mixes smart Pixarian technical wiz- 
ardry with a welcome dollop of Dis- 
ney schmaltz. Bolt (John Travolta) 
thinks he and his “person,” Penny 
(Miley Cyrus), are caught in an end- 
less high-tech battle with the feline 
Dr. Calico (Malcolm McDowell). 
But it’s only a TV show, and the 
pooch has no real superpowers. So 
why does the heartless studio — the 
real bad guys here — maintain this 
Truman Show illusion for the sake of 
a dog? You won't care once the ac- 
tion shifts to NYC, where Bolt has 
been mistakenly shipped. With two 
new pals, he travels back to Penny 
in LA, and en route he learns what 
being a real dog is all about. The ce- 
lebs are okay under the direction of 
Chris Williams and Byron Howard, 
but the best lines belong to anima 
tor Mark Walton as Rhino, a fanboy 
hamster who fogs up his plastic ball 
when excited. You just might too. 
| 95m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 
BOY |SHONEN| | 1969 | Based on 
the actual story of a Japanese couple 
(Fumio Watanabe and Akiko Koya- 
ma) who would push their 10-year 
old son (Tetsuo Abe) into the path 
of onrushing traffic so as to extort 
money from hapless drivers became 
the basis of this scathing but not 
unsympathetic look at the Japanese 
family from Nagisa Oshima. | japa- 
nese | 105m | HFA: Sat 
»)®®© THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS | 2008 | Writer/director 
Mark Herman (Little Voice) adapts 
John Boyne's novel of a German 
boy’s friendship with a Jewish con 
centration-camp victim — a stirring 
glimpse of Europe's darkest hour. 
Eight-year-old Bruno (Asa Butter 
field) and his family leave his Ber 
lin home for a drab fortress in the 
country so his Nazi-officer father (a 
br t David Thewlis) can oversee 
a “new project.” Bored and friend 
less, Bruno wanders through the 
woods and finds a sad, h 


his age, Sc 
behind aw 
blooms. Ne 
their 
Vera Fa 


discovers her husban 


deeds and his devotion to the Third 
Reich. The film's conventions 

raise red flags: the Germans have 
flawless British accents, and the 
Holocaust's atrocities are filtered 
through a child's eyes. But the 
performances never falter, and even 
James Horner's heavy-handed score 
can’t dim the film's unfathomable, 
unshakable ending. | 93m | Boston 
Common [tentative] + West Newton 
+ Arlington Capito! 

BY THE WAYS, A JOURNEY WITH 
WILLIAM EGGLESTON | 2005 | 
Vincent Gérard and Cédric Laty 
made this bio-pic of the American 
photographer; the talking heads in- 
clude David Byrne and Dennis Hop- 
per. | French | 87m | MFA: Sun 


CADILLAC RECORDS | 2008 | Chris 
Wangler’s review is on page 7. | 
125m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Kendall Square + suburbs 
THE CAINE MUTINY | 1954 | Edward 
Dmytryk's adaptation of the Herman 
Wouk novel received seven Academy 
Award nominations but no Oscars. 
It’s set on the title American de- 
stroyer/minesweeper in the Pacific 
during World War II, a ship whose 
beloved captain, Commander DeVr- 
iess (Tom Tully), has been replaced 
by Commander Philip Francis Queeg 
(Humphrey Bogart). After Queeg 
nearly loses the ship in a storm, his 
first officer, Steve Maryk (Van John- 
son), relieves him of command and 
is charged with mutiny. Maryk is 
defended by a none-too-enthusiastic 
Lieutenant Barney Greenwald, and 
at the court-martial the motives of 
the mutineers (who include Fred 
MacMurray as an officer who was 
a writer before the war) as well as 
the mental deficiencies of the com- 
mander come under scrutiny. | 124m | 
South Boston Branch Library: Tues 
THE CATCH |SHIIKU) | 1961 | The first 
film Nagisa Oshima made after his 
rupture with Shochiku Studio head 
Shiro Kido and his departure from 
Shochiku, The Catch adapts a story by 
Nobel laureate Kenzabur6é Oe about 
an African-American fighter pilot 
(Hugh Hard) who lands in a remote 
mountain village in the closing days 
of World War Il and finds himself 
dependent on the kindness of Japa- 
nese strangers. | japanese | bGw | 97m 
| HFA: Fri 
THE CEREMONY [GISHIKI) | 1971; 
Nagisa Oshima broadened his palette 
for this story of a merchant's son 
(Kenzo Kawarazaki) who feels op 
pressed by his legacy of tradition and 
responsibility a ilege and tries 
to break free. Witt suko Kaku, 
Nobuko Otowa, Kei Sato, and Akiko 
Koyama. | Japanese | 122m | HFA: Sun 
DE An 
lina Jolie cr 
Eastwoo 


single mother whose so: 
ing and an LAPD under 
radio evangelist (J 


for corruption 


Ikovich 


y that’s 


looking to score 
getting Walt 
is over 

frey Donova 
is alive — but 


give her turr 
shorter, and c icised, to boot. 
Viewing Eastw and 
his film as a c 


power might 


as a fer 


especially 


tine has to be rescued repeatedly by 
male authority figures, this seems 
less and less like an independent-fe- 
male role. Amy Ryan has cameo as a 
feisty prostitute falsely thrown into 
a Cuckoo's Nest-like mental hospital, 
and she has a hell of a right cross — 
maybe if she'd played Christine, this 
would have been the kind of movie 
Clint Eastwood used to make. | 141m 
| Boston Common + Harvard Square + 
West Newton + suburbs 

®@© A CHRISTMAS TALE (UN 
Charles, who died of leukemia three 
decades ago, at the age of six, knew 
what he was doing; he's the only 
member of the Vuillard family not 
suffering from an existential or 
physical malignancy. His death, at 
any rate, has given the rest of the 
family an excuse to be unhappy and 
hateful. Anarchic Henri (Mathieu 
Amalric) bears the heaviest burden; 
born after Charles, he’s been rejected 
by his mother, Junon (Catherine 
Deneuve), and his older sister, Eliza- 
beth (Anne Consigny), whose teen- 
age son Paul (Emile Berling) keeps up 
the family tradition by going crazy. 
Youngest son Ivan (Melvil Poupaud) 
and dad Abel (Jean-Paul Roussillon) 
struggle to make peace, especially 
when a holiday reunion turns into a 
search for a marrow donor because 
Junon has also developed leukemia. 
A twisted Christmas stocking over- 
stuffed with whimsical misery and 
technical bravura, Arnaud Desp!- 
echin’s film could use more of the 
surreal hilarity of Wes Anderson's 
The Royal Tenenbaums. | French | 150m | 
Kendall Square + West Newton 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

| 2008 | Keanu Reeves and Jennifer 
Connelly star in Scott Derrickson’s 
remake of Robert Wise’s 1951 sci-fi 
classic about an extraterrestrial who 
comes to Earth in peace but doesn’t 
find it. | 122m | Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + 
Embassy + suburbs 

DELGO | 2008 | This fantasy anima- 
tion looks like a version of Romeo and 
Juliet: we're in Jnamora, land of the 
flying Nohrin and the earth-dwelling 
Lockni, and the two races don’t get 
along, so of course Delgo of the Lock 
ni (Freddie Prinze Jr.) and Kyla of the 
Nohrin (Jennifer Love Hewitt) have to 
fall in love. With the voices of Anne 
Bancroft, Val Kilmer, Eric Edle, Burt 
Reynolds, Kelly Ripa, and Sally Kell 
erman; Mark F. Adler directs. | 107m | 
Fresh Pond + suburbs 

DOUBT | 2008 | Carolyn Clay's review 
is on page 6. | 104m | Kendall Square 
}®S® DUCK SOUP | 1933 | Perhaps 
the greatest Marx Brothers picture 

— beneath the zaniness, one senses 
a structured, exhilaratingly com 
plete vision of an absurd universe 
Groucho is Rufus T. Firefly, the mad 
dictator of Freedonia, and Harpo and 
Chico are feckless spies. The film 
features the miraculous mirror scene 
in which Croucho confronts the mys 
tery of his own identity. With the 
imperturbable Margaret Dumont, 
and directed by Leo McCarey, the 
only first-class fi ker ever Co or 
chestrate a Marx Brothers film. | b&w 

68m | Coolidge Corner: Mon 


ELOQUENT NUDE: THE LOVE AND 
LEGACY AND EDWARD WESTON 
AND CHARIS WILSON 2007 | lan 


McCluskey’s documentary/bio-pic 


the 
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BEST ENSEMBLE CAST 
NATIO SOARD OF RI 
be 
| 
ine 
Amy Adams excels the naive some positive 
: | ffman nails every ack Chri pose Jolie 
nuance 1 a complex re roon ells her that Waker 
ula Al i\ % and Peat. pach “live t 
Vi javi ath 
nan Nersr_warthy narfarmanrae” 
- be an exaggeration, 
Jack Scanion), Since the story veers into a 
coat x ire fence. Friendship serial-killer hunt (with Jason Butler 
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ion. Bruno's mother best thing in the movie) climaxing 
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Mamma Mia! 


MAMMA MIA! Universal 


® 
~ 


The Abba 


boots — a statement on her own relevance and 


FILMMAKING TYPE RARELY SEEN ANYMORE’ 


ABSOLUTELY 


James Christopher, THE LONDON TIMES 


EE 
€ 


musical, helmed by stage director Phyllida Lloyd 
sails to a real Greek island with its fairy-tale aura 
intact. Its “princess,” Sophie (Amanda Seyfried), 
has secretly invited to her wedding three ex- 
lovers (Pierce Brosnan, Stellan Skarsgard, and 
Colin Firth) of her American expat mother Donna 
(Meryl Streep), certain that one is her father. To 
these nimble comic players, add julie Walters 
and Christine Baranski as Donna's pals. The 
story's Nordic-meets-Mediterranean mix begets 
an irresistible visual feast of gold and azure 
— wispy blond hair backlit by the twinkling sea 
That said, the dance numbers are passable, 
and the songs, though frothy fun, are argu- 
ably best heard on a transistor radio. It's the 
up-for-a-pratfall Streep who makes the fluff 
three-dimensional, sweetly letting her daughter 
go in one song, releasing pent-up frustration 
in the showstopping ballad. The actress makes 
Donna's unapologetic ability to move easily 
among a multitude of roles — innkeeper in over- 
alls, mother in a peasant dress, diva in platform 


Capacity to reinvent herself. | 92m 


THE MUMMY: TOMB THE DRAGON 
EMPEROR | Universal | The mummy goes East in 
this flashy, ludicrous threequel — the only summer 
blockbuster to use a Chinese tourist attraction as 
an instrument of global conquest! Lured out of 
retirement, Rick O'Connell (Brendan Fraser, hammy 
as ever) and wife Evelyn (now played by Maria 
Bello) travel to Shanghai to help their headstrong 
son (Luke Ford) who has uncovered the crypt of an 
ancient Chinese emperor (jet Li). The most career- 
oriented mummy yet, he plans to drink from the 
fountain of eternal youth at Shangri-la and then 
resurrect his battalions of terra-cotta warriors 
(Lines like “! will crush any idea of freedom!” may 
or may not be intended to reflect current Chinese 
leadership.) To make the convoluted backstory 
franchise-friendly, director Rob Cohen (xXx) resorts 
to some unforgivable voiceover in a movie that 
steals freely from a lot of sources, principally 
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. | 14m 


CRITICS’ 


BROADCAST FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION 


FRANKLANGELLA 


IMO6SINE worsded) UNIVERSAL 


© 2008 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS JZ 
MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text FROST with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 


AMC LOEWS 


BOSTON COMMON 19 
Bc 


yston 800-Fandango #730 


is just what it says, the story of how 
photographer Edward Weston met 
Charis Wilson and she became his 
wife and model, with Wilson, now 
90, looking back and remembering. | 
SSm | MFA: Sat 


}® FOUR CHRISTMASES | 2008 | 
Rather than the typical snowstorm 
that strands characters in a Holiday- 
themed comedy, it’s heavy cloud 
cover that keeps San Francisco couple 
Brad and Kate (Vince Vaughn and Re- 
ese Witherspoon) from catching their 
flight to Fiji. But the fog also casts a 
pall over Seth Gordon's narrative-film 
debut. Gordon garnered a lot of at- 
tention last year with The King of Kong. 
A Fistful of Quarters, a stranger-than 
fiction documentary that hilariously 
detailed the Machiavellian maneu 
verings of Donkey Kong world-record 
older Billy Mitchell to retain his 
title from challenger and nice guy 
Steve Wiebe. Appearing here in a 
small role, Wiebe remains a gentle 
soul among monsters. Children of 
divorce both, Brad (Vaughn seems 
to be making a fat-period career of 
sp ess Christmas films) and Kate 
visit the four sets of families (led by 
Robert Duvall, Mary Steenburgen, 
Sissy Spacek, and Jon Voight) they 
were fleeing, in the process testing 
both their relationship and audi 
ences’ tolerance of grim cheer. | 82m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Embassy + suburbs 
FROST/NIXON | 2008 | Peter Ke 
ough’s review is on page 6. | 122m | 
Boston Common 


THE GODFATHER OF DISCO | 2007 
| Gene Craham's bio-pic focuses on 


Everett's Mel Cheren, who in the 
was one of the forces behind New 
York's Paradise Carage and was also 
a co-founder of West End Records. | 
82m | Brattle: Wed 

}®®© GOLD DIGGERS OF 1933 | 
1933 | Maybe the best Busby Berkeley 
musical of them all, combining a 
rousing backstage story of ambi- 
tious, smart-alecky chorines and 
hoofers with stupendous, biting so- 
cial-consciousness production num- 
bers editorializing in song and dance 
about life in the Depression: the 
melancholic “The Forgotten Man,” 
the ironic “We're in the Money.” If 
you love the nonpareil Warmer Broth- 
ers stock company, you'll dig this 
one: Joan Blondell, Ruby Keeler, Dick 
Powell, Cuy Kibbee, Aline McMahon. 
Direction by Mervyn LeRoy. | b&w | 
936m | Coolidge Corner: Mon 

®®© GREMLINS | 1984 | Produced 
by Steven Spielberg and directed 

by Joe Dante, this horror comedy is 
about a pack of malignant house pets 
that look like Yoda's delinquent half. 
brothers. At first, as they invade the 
home of a bland American teenager 
Zach Galligan), they seem to em- 
body the instinct for mayhem hidden 
in even the most charming beings; 
but then, thanks to the dozens of 
ironic film references that Dante 
works in, the gremlins come to cari 
cature an American youth besotted 
by mass culture. Dante orchestrates 
the details like a Stokowski of the 
cutting table, but his jaunty, inven 
tive movie would have been better 

if he weren't so blind to everything 
outside the hermetic world of cin- 
ema. With Phoebe Cates and Hoyt 
Axton. | 106m | Coolidge Corner: Sun 


»®® HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | 2008 | 
There might be a dark side to Poppy 
Sally Hawkins), the driving force 


behind Mike Leigh's new film, but 
damned if you'll be able to find it. 
Thirty, single, and a hard partier, 
this North London primary-school 
teacher is a handful, from her per- 
petual giggles to her eye-numbing 
wardrobe (a cross between Cyndi 
Lauper and Frida Kahlo, with an 
emphasis on high-heeled boots). 
She cracks the noxiously racist and 
sexually fucked-up shell of her driv 
ing instructor (Eddie Marsan) to find 
the lonely little boy within. She and 
her school’s hunky social worker, 
Tim (Samuel Roukin), trace one of 
her pupils’ problems back to his 
mum's mean boyfriend. Case solved! 
Now she and Tim can jump in the 
sack together! Just keep focusing on 
Hawkins's knockout performance 
and don't stop to wonder whether 
there isn't a glib core beneath the 
jolly laughs, the engaging set pieces, 
the poignant confrontations, and 
Poppy's irrepressible serotonin. 

118m | Embassy + Arlington Capito! 
HARVARD BEATS YALE 
29-28 | 2008 | Kevin Rafferty’s goth 
anniversary documentary about the 
fabled Game of 1968 — when both 
teams were unbeaten and Harvard, 
after being completely outplayed 

by the 16th-ranked E scored 16 
points in the final 42 seconds to 
“win” — has no designs on being in 
novative: contemporary interviews 
with the players are intercut with 
slightly fuzzy but quite acceptable 
footage of the game. But it scores in 
every other department. More than 
40 players appear on camera; Yale 
running back and future Dallas Cow- 
boys star Calvin Hill is the notable 
absentee. The big names are Harvard 
offensive guard Tommy Lee Jones 
and Yale quarterback Brian Dowling, 
but there's so much more: Harvard 
DB Pat Conroy talking about being a 
Vietnam vet; Yale fullback Bob Levin 
talking about dating Meryl Streep; 
Yale linebacker Mike Bouscaren talk- 
Continued on p 38 
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Continued from p 37 
ing about being a hit man; Yale de- 
fensive back J.P. Goldsmith lighting 
up every subject he touches. Throw 
in Doonesbury, rooming with Al Core 
and Dubya, the Yale band taunting 
Harvard with “The Mickey Mouse 
March,” and the wildest final minute 
in the history of football and you 
have a movie that’s easier to follow 
than Quantum of Solace and lots more 
exciting. Harvard back-up-quarter- 
back hero Frank Champi has the last 
word, and he gets it right: “I think 
we all won.” | 105m | Coolidge Corner 
®@® HELLBOY | 2004 | Which pre- 
vails, nature or nurture? Make that 
super-nature in Hellboy, Guillermo 
del Toro’s exhilarating adaptation 
of the Mike Mignola comic book. 
Although not as oft repeated as the 
refrain “Creat power means great 
responsibility” was in Spider-Man, 
the opening voiceover from Profes- 
sor Trevor Bruttenholm (John Hurt), 
“What makes a man a man?”, gets 
a workout. Does it matter that the 
“man” in question is a red-skinned 
imp with horns, a tail, and a bat 
tering-ram arm spawned in a Nazi 
black-magic experiment gone awry 
(the film's astounding pre-credit 
sequence is a prelude to a tour de 
force of set decoration, montage, 
and imagery)? Or is it more im- 
portant that he’s been shaped by 
Bruttenholm’s paternal love and 
Baby Ruth bars into a trench- 
coated, gun-slinging demonic dick 
fighting a reincarnated Rasputin 
(Karel Roden) and all the monstrous 
minions of the gods of chaos? Even 
in the midst of the most outland- 
ish effects and cornball dialogue 
(the romance with Selma Blair's 
“pyro-kinetic” Liz is tepid at best), 
Hellboy, played by Ron Perlman in 
one the year’s best performances, 
makes those questions matter. 
Wisecracking, tormented, scary, 
and sexy, he pulls together the 
film's kaleidoscope of imagery and 
allusions (from Custave Doré’s en- 
gravings for The Inferno to Star Wars, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, X-Men, Men 
in Black, Ghostbusters, and Milton's 
Paradise Lost), not so much through 
his diabolical power as with his 
bemused humanity. | 132m | Brattle 
Sun 
®®®® HIGH AND LOW (TENGOKU 
TO JIGOKU) | 1963 | For its first 
hour, Akira Kurosawa’s dazzling 
Tokyo policier (whose Japanese title 
means “Heaven and Hell”) adheres 
to the unlikely source, Ed McBain's 
New York-set 87th-precinct novel, 
King's Ransom. A Shoe-manufacturer 
tycoon Kingo Condo (Toshiré Mi- 
fune) plots to take over his compa- 
ny’s stock, but his money supply 
is threatened when a kidnapper 
steals away with what he thinks is 
Gondo’s son. (It turns out to be the 
son of Gondo’s chauffeur.) McBain's 
protagonist is a megaforce, and his 
kidnappers are stupid and weak; in 
Kurosawa’'s film, however, the kid 
napper eludes the whole Tokyo po 
lice force, the hunt highlighted by 
a tour de force Hitchcockian chase 
sequence on a bullet train. What's 
more, the eerie Dostoevskian end- 
ing is a horrific peek into the black 
hole. | Japanese | bGw + color | 143m 
| Brattle: Sat 

®© HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: 
SENIOR YEAR | 2008 | Although 
Senior Year makes the most of its big 
screen debut by increasing the body 
counts in its group-choreography 
numbers, it’s a smaller movie than 
its chart-topping, direct-to-cable 
predecessors. As HSM3 opens, the 
West Side Storybook romance be- 
tween blue-collar basketball hunk 
Troy (Travolta-like pin-up Zac Efron) 
and math whiz Cabriella (Vanessa 
Hudgens) is fizzling while the in 
evitable college dispersal looms (or 
maybe Vanessa's still pissed about 
those naked photos on the Inter 
net), and so center stage is ceded 
to the fight among the cast for a 
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competitive scholarship to Juilliard. 
You can text-message your way 
between production numbers with- 
out losing track of the predictable 
plot — which is sort of the point, 
since director/choreographer Kenny 
Ortega's student-musical-within- 
a-musical is little more than an 
infomercial for the soundtracks, 
karaoke DVDs, touring stage pro- 
ductions, and ice capades to follow. 
| 112m | Arlington Capitol [Fri-Sun] + 
suburbs 

HOW ABOUT YOU | 2007 | Gerald 
Peary’s review is on page 7. | 100m | 
Kendall Square 


}© INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL 
| 2008 | Steven Spielberg opens Indi- 
ana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull with a visual joke: he makes 
a molehill out of a mountain. And 
the film's first 20 minutes or so ex- 
ploit its actual setting, Nevada 1957, 
bringing back those good old days of 
Elvis, Brando, McCarthyism, James 
Bond novels, scary sci-fi movies, nu- 
clear tests in the desert, and Howdy 
Doody. But then Indy (Harrison 
Ford) leaves the desert behind and 
heads for the jungle, for Peru and 
pre-Mayan ruins and mumbo-jumbo 
that would embarrass the Discovery 
Channel. In short, the film rehashes 
the Indy formula: a quest for a 
potent but otherwise meaningless 
artifact (the unexciting skull of the 
title) that is also sought by some 
power of evil (Cate Blanchett as 
KGB colonel Irina Spalko is midway 
between Louise Brooks and Lotte Le- 
nya), a scavenger hunt complicated 
by bumbling sidekicks, a clumsy 
romance (a third-act appearance by 
Karen Allen, her jack-o’-lantern grin 
still annoying 27 years later), bugs, 
cobwebby sliding doors, mummified 
remains, snakes, and a hundred 
million dollars or so of monumental 
stunts. Spielberg runs through his 
own personal warehouse of movie 
memories, from the raucous teenag- 
ers in the beginning evoking Jaws 
to the regressions to E.T. and Close 
Encounters that make the climax 
incoherent and tedious. Archzol- 
ogy as practiced by researchers like 
Indiana Jones fascinates when it 
retrieves the past and illuminates 
the present. When it sifts through 
a filmmaker'’s greatest hits, it’s just 
ancient history. | 124m | Brattle: Sat 
®@© INDIANA JONES AND THE 
LAST CRUSADE | 1989 | Steven 
Spielberg's skill at manipulating 
audiences’ generic expectations saves 
the third Indiana Jones outing from 
ful) retreat into empty ritual. The 
key figure, Jones’s archaeologist dad 
(Sean Connery), has spent his life in 
search of the Holy Grail. When the 
Nazis grab the good professor, Indy is 
called in on the case. But his search 
for his dad soon resembles searches 
in the previous films, and the ordeals 
become as exhausting for the viewer 
as they are for the participants. The 
crucial father-son relationship is 
just another special effect. | 127m | 
Brattle: Fri 
®® INDIANA JONES AND THE TEM- 
PLE OF DOOM | 1984 | With his fol- 
low-up to Raiders of the Lost Ark, Steven 
Spielberg tightens the screws to the 
suffocation point: the movie is one 
spill and chill after another, without 
the characters or story — or the giddy 
emotionalism — to make you care. 
The first half-hour or so is enjoy- 
ably brash, but when Indy (Harrison 
Ford), his sidekick Short Round (Ke 
Huy Quan), and his new paramour, 
nightclub singer Willie Scott (Kate 
Capshaw), crash-land in India, Spiel- 
berg jolts us with images of human 
sacrifice, black magic, and child 
slavery. At best, Temple is the bastard 
heir of Raiders. | 18m | Brattle: Fri 

® I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG [ILY A 
LONGTEMPS QUE JE T'AIME] | 2008 
| So which portrayal of a victimized 
woman will win an Oscar this year? 
Angelina Jolie in Changeling suffers 
incessantly and unjustly but wears 
too much make-up. Anne Hathaway 
in Rachel Getting Married doesn’t wear 
make-up and suffers incessantly 
but not unjustly, plus she’s always 


whining. Bets are on Kristin Scott 
Thomas in Philippe Claudel’s pre- 
tentious soap opera: she doesn’t 
wear make-up, suffers incessantly 
and unjustly, and in between her 
chainsmoking and her catatonic 
silences whines in French. We're 
introduced to Thomas's Juliette in 
an endless take where she appears 
without make-up, chainsmoking in 
catatonic silence. Having finished 
serving 15 years in jail for murder, 
she’s waiting for her sister to pick 
her up at the airport. What was her 
crime? Will the icky extended “Ben- 
etton family” of sis’s multi-cultural 
world accept her? The long-antici- 
pated late-inning revelations only 
underscore the crass manipulation. | 
French | 115m | West Newton 


JAPANESE SUMMER: DOUBLE 
SUICIDE (MURI SHINJU: NIHON NO 
NATSU) | 1967 | Nagisa Oshima’s is a 
summer movie with a difference: a 
suicidal guy (Kei Sato) and his nym- 
phomaniac girlfriend (Keiko Sakuai) 
get mixed up with gangsters. | japa- 
nese | b&w | 98m | HFA: Thurs 


KARSH: THE SEARCHING EVE | 1988 
| Harry Rasky made this film biogra- 
phy of Armenian Yousuf Karsh, who 
moved to Canada and picked up a 
Kodak Brownie and became a world- 
famous portrait photographer. | 30m 
| MFA: Sun + Thurs 


®®@© LET THE RIGHT ONE IN 
DEN RATTE KOMMA 2008 
| Discriminating horror-movie fans 
rejoice: Tomas Alfredson’s Lat den 
ratte komma in, with a script from 

his novel by John Ajvide Lindqvist, 

is a remarkable vampire film, as 
raw and frightening as it is tender 
and intelligent. It’s deep winter 

in a blue-collar suburb of Stock- 
holm, and 12-year-old Oskar (Kare 
Hedebrant) suffers from both his 
parents’ divorce and the merciless 
bullying at school. This quiet and 
lonely lad needs to “let the right 

one in,” and that’s the dark-haired, 
Cypsy-like waif who moves in next 
door. The two fall for each other, 

but Eli (Lina Leandersson) is often 
sad and distracted. She has an awful 
secret: when it’s her feeding time, 
their poignant puppy love must be 
interrupted and scorched in blood. 
The episodes of violence, when Eli 
pounces, are expertly achieved, 

and ghoulish and scary. But these 
are balanced by Alfredson’s gently 
poetic vision of pubescent romance. 
Who would have predicted that 

the finest horror picture in years, 
reminiscent of Val Lewton classics of 
1940s Hollywood, would come from 
Sweden? | Swedish | 114m | Somerville 
Theatre 

®®© THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS | 1987 
| With his jackal eyes and supercil- 
ious smile, Timothy Dalton’s James 
Bond, looks as though he might be a 
parodist, but his approach to 007 is 
sober and straight, and the produc- 
tion has been shaped around his low- 
key manner. Assigned to oversee the 
defection of a Soviet general (Jeroen 
Krabbé), Bond disobeys orders by 
wounding, rather than killing, the 
beautiful Czech cello-playing sniper 
(Maryam d’Abo) who fires at him. 
The defection is part of a scheme to 
depose the Russian’s old boss (John 
Rhys-Davies), and Bond is the only 
one who sees through him; he’s 
forced to act against his superiors. 
The moral crisis between Bond's duty 
and his instincts is, of course, bogus 
— what has Bond been going on for a 
quarter of a century but his instincts? 
Still, Dalton is a solid presence, and 
there are good performances from 
Art Malik as an Afghan rebel leader, 
d’Abo (an unusually expressive hero- 
ine with a delicate candy-cane gloss), 
and Krabbé, who's superb at convey 
ing illicit pleasure. | 131m | BPL: Mon 
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®@ MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA | 2008 | Eric Darnell and 
Tom McGrath follow up their 2005 
DreamWorks hit with an uninspired 
sit-com sold by Hollywood stars 
giving voice to anthropomorphized 
animals. Ben Stiller returns as Alex, 
the lion “king of New York,” and he’s 
joined again by Chris Rock’s Marty 
the zebra, David Schwimmer’s Mel- 
man the giraffe, and Jada Pinkett 
Smith's Cloria the hippo. The plot 
has them attempting to fly home 

to New York from Madagascar in a 
plane piloted by penguins (still the 
best reason to watch), only to crash- 
land in Africa. It’s a light entertain- 
ment that can cash in with election- 
weary audiences; the real landslide, 
however, will occur when Oscar 
voters cast their Best Animation bal- 
lots for Wall-E, the true candidate for 
change. | 89m | Boston Common + 
Fresh Pond + West Newton + suburbs 
®®© MANUFACTURED LAND- 
SCAPES | 2006 | Feeling self-righ- 
teous about having recycled your 
dinosaur computer? The dismaying 
reality is that it probably ended up 
in rural China, where the local poor 
pulled it apart. Then toxic gasses 
seeped into the ground and into the 
rivers, making the citizenry sick 
and the water undrinkable. Edward 
Burtynsky has photographed the 
Chinese computer-part mountains, 
just one example of nature trans- 
formed by monstrous industry, and 
his large-scale work is the subject of 
Jennifer Baichwal's disturbing docu- 
mentary. Burtynsky made a detour 
to Bangladesh to shoot out-of-control 
oil tankers, but most of the film is a 
slow trip through China document- 
ing the billion-person makeover from 
a rural Maoist society into an urban, 
industrial one. There’s the world’s 
largest factory, many Wal-Marts long 
and wide; there’s the Yangtze River 
project, where cities have been torn 
down and a million people displaced 
to make way for a mighty dam. 
Burtynsky’s photos of all this are 
somewhat problematic — formally 
gorgeous renditions of environmen- 
tal misery and blight that will end 
up gracing museum walls. | 30m | 
MFA: Sat + Thurs 

®@@0 THE MERRY WIDOW | 1934 
| Ernst Lubitsch directed this the 
second of three film versions of the 
Franz Leh4r operetta, and it’s far 
and away the best of the musicals 
he did with Jeanette MacDonald 

and Maurice Chevalier. He actually 
managed to restrain Chevalier while 
coaxing MacDonald out of her annoy- 
ing, wholesome kittenishness; she’s 
almost sexy here! Samuel Raphaelson 
and Emest Vajda wrote the screen- 
play, and the sparkling photography 
— particularly breathtaking in Mac- 
Donald's “Vilja” number — is by Oli- 
ver T. Marsh. The lively supporting 
cast includes Edward Everett Horton, 
Donald Meek, Sterling Holloway, 
George Barbier, and Shirley Rose. | 
b&w | 98m | Coolidge Corner: Sun 

®@®® MILK | 2008 | Gus Van Sant's 
trenchant bio-pic of San Francisco 
city supervisor Harvey Milk is a juicy 
and manipulative melodrama and a 
powerful tearjerker. The first openly 
gay man elected to public office in 
the United States, Milk (Sean Penn) 
was murdered on November 27, 1978, 
along with the city’s mayor, George 
Moscone (Victor Garber), by Dan 
White (Josh Brolin) after Moscone 
refused to let White rescind his 
resignation from the city’s board of 
supervisors. We flash back to Milk’s 
pre-activist days as a closeted New 
York office drone who, on his goth 
birthday, in the arms of new-found 
love Scott Smith (James Franco), 
decides to move to San Francisco to 
do something in his life “to be proud 
of.” Van Sa 


re-creates 


de; Penn uncannily res 
, and at his best he evokes Milk’s 
tion of sweetness and tough 
ra of raunchy saindin 
Van Sant does juice up Milk with a 
sampling of his subject’s chaotic 
personal life; he fails to integrate 
these gossipy digressions, and Penn's 


performance in them unravel. Still, 
it's hard to imagine anyone’s being 
unmoved by the army of candlelight 
marchers at the end. | 128m | Kendall 
Square + Coolidge Corner + Embassy 
MY FAVORITE BLONDE | 1942 | We 
didn’t even realize Bob Hope knew 
Madeleine Carroll! The story here has 
vaudeville entertainer Larry (Hope) 
taking the train to LA, where his 
partner — a roller-skating penguin 
— has just landed a big contract. 
Larry’s hoping to share the wealth 
— but first, he has to help beautiful 
blonde British spy Karen (Carroll) 
outwit the Nazis and deliver a coded 
message. If only the real Nazis could 
have been as easily dealt with! Sid- 
ney Lanfield directs. | b&w | 78m | 
South Boston Branch Library: Thurs 


NIGHT AND FOG IN JAPAN (NIHON 
NO YORU TO KIRI} | 1960 | Nagisa 
Oshima’s fourth film is a political 
essay (and homage to Alain Resnais) 
that rails against both the right and 
the left and their inability to fore- 
stall the inevitable renewal of the 
controversial US-Japan Security Pact. 
Although the 43 highly theatrical 
extended shots that constitute the 
movie would make Resnais (and even 
Godard) proud, Shochiku Studio head 
Shiro Kido, who hadn't been aware 
of the film's secretive shoot, took 
great offense at the picture’s radical 
political content, pulling the movie 
from theaters after just three days 

in limited release. | japanese | 107m 

| HFA: Fri 

®© NOBEL SON | 2007 | On its 
surface, this quirky thriller from 
Randall Miller (whose Bottle Shock 
earlier this year was charming) has 
indie-style appeal, with Alan Rick- 
man in a delicious role as a glut- 
tonous, philandering, narcissistic 
physics professor whose Nobel Prize 
win is deflated by the kidnapping of 
his rebellious philosophy-major son 
(Bryan Greenberg). The kidnapper 
(up-and-comer Shawn Hatosy) is 
soon revealed to be Rickman’s ille- 
gitimate progeny, a physics whiz and 
self-proclaimed autodidact who may 
be in league with Eliza Dushku’s bo- 
hemian femme fatale. Then there's 
Mary Steenburgen as Rickman’s 
long-suffering wife (a forensics 
specialist), Bill Pullman as an inept 
detective, and Danny DeVito as a gar- 
dener with OCD. But Miller and co- 
writer Jody Savin trot out every clever 
plot twist and unlikely mind-fuck 
device seen in Hollywood in the past 
decade, and the result is a precious, 
hyperkinetic mess of a film whose 
promising elements of humor, irony, 
and misanthropy get lost amid the 
indulgent narrative trickery. | 102m 

| Boston Common + Harvard Square + 
suburbs 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | 
2008 | Peter Keough’s review is on 
page 7. | 99m | Boston Common + Fen- 
way + Fresh Pond + suburbs 


THE PLEASURES OF THE FLESH 
(ETSURAKU) | 1965 | Nagisa Oshi- 
ma's version of Vertigo focuses on a 
schoolteacher (Katsuo Najamura) 
who's obsessed with one of his 
students (Mariko Kaga) but cannot 
marry her because of his low social 
standing. It gets complicated from 
there: she’s raped, her family asks 
him to murder the rapist, he does so, 
an embezzler witnesses the murder, 
and our hero winds up “protecting” 
the embezzled money till the embez- 
zler gets out of jail — in exchange for 
not being turned in himself. But he 
has a different idea: he'll spend the 
money on substitutes for his belovéd 
n the meantime has gotten 
married) and then kill himself 
japanese | 90m | HFA: Fri 

»®® THE POLAR EXPRESS | 2004 


The theme of Robert Zemeckis’s 


touching Christmas tale, like that 
of the Red Sox’ 2004 season, is “Be 
lieve,” though you might not believe 
the groundbreaking animation that 
hits you like childhood wonderment 
on Christmas morning. Zemeckis 


(Forrest Gump and Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit) engaged a team of soo FX 
specialists (with a $165 million bud- 
get) to blend live-action renderings 
(like Gollum in The Lord of the Rings) 
and snowy, CGI backdrops that look 
like something out of the Pixar fac- 
tory. Based on Chris Van Allsburg’s 
best-selling book, this “night be- 
fore” fable finds a group of diverse 
youths who doubt the existence of 
Santa Claus getting magically loaded 
onto the title train, which is bound 
for the North Pole. Tom Hanks (in 
movement and voice) plays five roles 
including Santa Claus, the train 
conductor, a gruff hobo, and Hero 
Boy. (The characters have names like 
Know It All Boy, Elf General, and so 
on.) Hero Boy’s misadventures pro- 
pel the film, filling it with genuine 
tenderness. In the end, the computer 
wizardry palls, but the story’s heart 
chugs on triumphantly. | 90m | BPL 
Fri 

®@®0 PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO 
HELL | 2008 | Remember the old “es- 
sentialist” argument that women 
are by nature pacifist and nurturing 
whereas men are aggressive and war- 
like? Never has that thesis seemed 
so credible as it does in this moving 
documentary about the tumultuous 
recent history of Liberia made by an 
all-female crew led by director Gini 
Reticker. It’s an amazing story: in 
2005 a courageous union of Muslim 
and Christian women, sickened and 
horrified by an endless civil war of 
trigger-happy rapists and marauders, 
forced the bullying, swaggering all- 
male politicians and warlords to the 
peace table. “The devil” of the title? 
Liberian dictator Charles Taylor, a 
professed Christian who thought 
himself the new Messiah. Given 

a non-violent push from Liberia's 
women, the not-so-immortal Taylor 
fled to Nigerian exile. | 72m | Coolidge 
Corner 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE | 2008 | Tom 
Meek's review is on page 7. | 107m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + suburbs 


®@ QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2008 
| When a chase sequence near the 
beginning of a Bond film arouses less 
excitement than the horse race (the 
Sienese Palio) it’s intercut with, you 
know something is missing. Fans 
of 007 expect two things from their 
product: an appealing hero and sat- 
isfying action sequences. Quantum of 
Solace, inexplicably entrusted to Marc 
Forster (The Kite Runner), fails to de- 
liver either. Forster confuses mean- 
ingless cutting and shaky camera 
work with excitement, and Daniel 
Craig, who last time out, in the far 
superior Casino Royale, was muscular, 
rough, brooding, and deep, is here 
just muscular. As the cheese-breath- 
ing villain du jour, Dominic Creene, 
Mathieu Amalric won't make people 
forget his performance in The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly any time soon. 
And Olga Korylenko’s “Bond Girl” 
Camille — Camille? Now “Strawberry 
Fields” (Gemma Arterton), that’s a 
Bond Girl name — looks nice but 
might just as well be a “Bond Guy” 
for all the response she gets from 
Craig’s impassive Terminator. When 
Bond is welcomed back to the flock 
by M (Judi Dench), he replies, “I 
never left.” Those who still cherish 
the series might beg to differ. | 106m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre + Chest- 
nut Hill + suburbs 


>© RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
2008 | Director Jonathan Demme's 
ex sting march down the aisle 
arts off w Anne Ha 
smoking away inaft 
bob and smudg 


eyel 


trademark look of cinema's unstabl 


— in this case, a 12-stepper on leave 


from rehab for the 


idian-themed 
wedding of her resentful sister (Rose 
marie DeWitt 
of clichés and contrivances to come 
Toss in a saintly bunch of black in 


It's also the first sign 


laws, a dead kid, a chilly mother 
(Debra Winger), a dad in denial, 

and a veritable Benetton ad of irk- 
somely musical houseguests and the 
curry isn’t the only thing simmering 
in this corner of Cheever country. 
Demme's handheld camera gives the 
festivities a foreboding twitchiness; 
still, the draggy footage of every 
teardrop and toast, from rehearsal 
dinner to raucous reception, fails to 
move. By the time the Canesha cake 
is cut, you're left with the poodle as 
the only family member worthy of 
empathy. | 115m | Embassy + Arlington 
Capitol 

®®®© RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK 
| 1981 | Director Steven Spielberg and 
producer George Lucas created this 
heady, hedonistic adventure story, 
and it’s a marvelous toy of a movie. 
Harrison Ford stars as Indiana Jones, 
a dashing archzology professor hired 
by the US government to find the 


‘AN 


CLAS 


James Franco s we 


long-lost Ark of the Covenant before 
the Nazis can get it; Karen Allen is 
the ex-girlfriend who's there to help 
(but Indy or herself?). The film is all 
cliffhanging and rescue, climax and 
release. And as it piles thrill upon 
thrill, you're united with the char- 
acters in a single desire: the lust for 
adventure. | 115m | Brattle: Sat 

}O® RELIGULOUS | 2008 | He's as 
cocky and smarmy as Michael Moore, 
but somehow Bill Maher is also more 
endearing and credible, as he pranc- 
es about the globe —- Rome, Jerusa- 
lem, Salt Lake City, etc. — making 
jest of sanctimonious true believers: 
Christians, Moslems, Jews. Raised 
Catholic but with a Jewish mother, 
Maher proves unabashedly agnostic 
and skeptical — in fact, hilariously 
scornful — of any theistic posture 
that's not susceptible to scientific or 
rational proof. And he’s hardest, as 
he should be, on the zealots who are 


out to convert others. He skewers a 
Jew for Jesus; he destroys the shaky 
credo of an ex-gay who's trying to 
lead others away from homosexuality 
and toward evangelical Christianity. 
At no point does Maher back down, 
get sentimental, or show any hidden 
respect for spirituality. Helping him 
stay on the straight and secular is 
filmmaker Larry Charles, ex-Seinfeld 
director and the blasphemous helmer 
of Borat. | 101m | Somerville Theatre 
®® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp 
extravaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all- 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find them- 
selves indoctrinated into the pan- 
sexual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is 
no more outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
Continued on p 40 
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SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NOW PLAYING 


INDEPENDENT COOLIDGE CORNER THEATRE 2 
290 Harvard St, Brookline 617/734-2500 


LANDMARK THEATRES KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
1 Kendall Sq, Cambridge 617/499-1996 


STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 


INDEPENDENT 
HOLLYWOOD 
THEATRE 580 High St HITS Donvers 


AMC FRAMINGHAM 
Flutie Pass At 

Shoppers World 

508/628-44( 


Don't get sold out! For group sales information. log 


AMC LOEWS DEDHAM 

BOSTON COMMON 19 COMMUNITY 
175 Tremont St 
800/FANDANG( 


#730 781/326-0409 978 


LANDMARK THEATRES 
EMBASSY CINEMA 6 
16 Pine St, Waltham 
00 781/893-25 


on to www milkthemovie.com groupsales or please call 866-617-7175. 
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politics, sex, modernity - without losing sight of the intimate particulars of its story. Sean Penn f 
matched emotional intensity t 
fervor of those days with rousing ex in 
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Continued from p 39 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult movies. 
Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | Harvard 
Square: Sat midnight 

®®® ROLE MODELS | 2008 | Da- 
vid Wain (Wet Hot American Summer) 
marks his entry into the world of 
big-budget studio comedies with 
this respectably quirky buddy flick 
that pairs Paul Rudd and Seann Wil- 
liam Scott (and odd as that sounds, 
it works) as energy-drink reps who 
wind up in a mentoring program 

as part of a community-service 
sentencing. Rudd, the downtrod 
den pessimist, gets paired with a 
teenage Dungeons & Dragons nerd 
(Ch opher Mintz-Plasse, who 
played “McLovin” in Superbad); Scott, 
all sunshine and cheesy mantras, 
inherits a troubled nine-year-old 
version of Eddie Murphy. Cue the 
chaos, which includes a hilarious 
camping trip and a running Kiss 
gag that culminates in a battle royal 
in full dress regalia. Sure, the plot 
moves along a predictable path, each 
man facing challenges and overcom 
ing personal demons on the way to 
redeeming himself in the eyes of his 
little brother. But the movie, popu: 
lated by ir ov/stand-up veterans 
in supporting roles (especially Jane 
h as the harried ex-addict who 
he program), is more about its 
parts than about the cin 
whole they yielg. Bolstered by 
script and Wain’s talent for 
ing his cast do their thing, Role 
Models offers a nice complement to 
the recent spate of Judd Apatow hits 
99m | Boston Common [tentative] + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + suburbs 


New French Cinema 
Dec 11-Jan 3 


Edwardian romanti 


BOSTON 


A SECRET (UN SECRET) | 2007) 
Claude Miller adapts the novel by 
Philippe Crimbert for this film, in 
which post-WW?2 teen Francois Crim 
bert (Quentin Dubuis) discovers that 
his father, Maxime (Patrick Bruel), 
was married to Hannah (Ludivine 
Sagnier) before meeting Francois's 
mother, Tania (Cécile de France). 

But the real secret is that the fam- 
ily name used to Crinberg — they 
were Jewish, and trying to survive in 
Nazi-occupied France. | French | 105m 
| MFA: Thurs 

SECRET OF THE INCAS | 1954) 

The Brattle is touting this seldom- 
screened Charlton Heston vehicle as 
an Indiana Jones precursor, and with 
good reason. Heston plays an Ameri 
can adventurer, Harry Steele, who's 
in Peru trying to find a precious Inca 
relic before the natives can get it. 

He has some scruples, but there's 
another American (Thomas Mitchell) 
after the prize who has none. Harry 
could get some help, romantic and 
otherwise, from Iron Curtain refu- 
gee Elena (Nicole Maurey) — if she 
doesn't fall into the arms of Ameri 
can archzologist Stanley Moorehead 
(Robert Young). Is there any Indiana 
base we haven't covered? Jerry Hop- 
per directs. | bGw | 100m | Brattle: Sun 
®®® THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 

| 2008 | Call it Southern comfort to 
Hounddog’s uneven Southern Gothic. 
And consider that as a compliment: 
The Secret Life of Bees is a throwback to 
My Girt, when coming-of-age films 
didn’t shy away from sentimentality 
or rely on drugs and bared breasts. 
Lily Owens (Dakota Fanning) turns 
14 in 1964 South Carolina, where the 
Constitution gives way to Jim Crow 
and Lily’s maid, Rosaleen (Jennifer 
Hudson), is locked up for spitting on 
a white man. Lily helps Rosaleen es 
cape; she herself is fleeing her brutal 
father (Paul Bettany). Oh and Lily 
accidentally killed her mother when 


Don't miss three new captivating French films: Apres Lui 
starring Catherine Deneuve in a heart-wrenching drama 
about love and death, A Secret, the story of a World War 
Il love triangle and, Angel, an airy but ruthless satire of 
novels and 1950's melodrama. 


What will you find this time? 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Open daily. www. mfa.org 


SHAPIRO FILM PROGR: 


she was four years old. Writer/direc- 
tor Gina Prince-Blythewood avoids 
manipulation in adapting Sue Monk 
Kidd's 2002 novel, and Queen Lati- 
fah, Alicia Keyes, and Sophie Okone- 
do are memorable as honeymakers 
who welcome the duo with Motown 
and pancakes. But the real heroine 

is Fanning, an actress capable of 
conveying guilt, nerves, and ideal- 
ism all at once. No small feat. | 101m | 
Arlington Capitol + suburbs 

®@® SERENITY | 2005 | This big- 
screen adaptation of cult writer/di- 
rector Joss Whedon's short-lived TV 
series Firefly is set in a future where 
Earth is a distant memory and the 
universe is governed by the ominous- 
sounding Alliance, and where group 
of petty thieves find themselves the 
target of a government hitman when 
they pick up a young psychic and her 
brother. That's a bit high-concept 

for a TV show, which could be one 
reason it failed, but on the big screen 
it works, as does Whedon's idiosyn- 
cratic sense of humor. The entire cast 
from the series appears in the film, 
and at least a few seem poised for 
breakout status, especially Nathan 
Fillion as the tortured ship's captain 
and Summer Clau as the psychic 
River. | 119m | Brattle: Sat 

SHIRA AMAKUSA, THE CHRIS- 
TIAN REBEL |AMAKUSA SHIRO 
TOKISADA| | 1962 | Nagisa Oshima’s 
jaundiced view of the Japanese peas 
antry didn’t exactly turn his WW2 
film The Catch into box-office gold, 

so no surprise that next time out 

he was back in the studio system 
with this seldom-seen biography of 
Shiro Tokisada (Hashizo Okawa), the 
leader of the 17th-century Shimabara 
Rebellion, an uprising of Japanese 
peasants, most of them Christian. | 
japanese | 100m | HFA: Sun 

®@®®© SHOOT THE PIANO PLAYER 
(TIREZ SUR LE PIANISTE) | 1960 | 
Francois Truffaut took David Coodis's 
New Jersey-set thriller Down There 
and transported it to the bowels of 
Paris, where a Bogart-charisinatic 
Charles Aznavour is a forlorn concert 


BOSTON 


ALSO SCREENING: 


Manufactured 
Landscapes 
Dec 13-18 


The Human Condition 
Dec 26—Jan 


pianist hiding out as an obscure 
keyboardist in a tavern. He smokes, 
scowls, hardly talks, though he's 
wonderfully existential anyway, 
cool as hell, and along comes a new 
girl (Marie Dubois) who gives him a 
second chance on life. Or is it? Soon 
he’s hounded by cheap gangsters 
who are no less dangerous for all 
their comic bumbling. Hiding out 
from one tragedy, Aznavour heads 
fatefully for another in the snowy 
French countryside. Truffaut's noir 
classic is dazzling and humane and 
visually exciting, a prime example 

of why the French New Wave at the 
beginning of the 1960s captivated the 
world. | French | bGw | 85m | Brattle 
Wed-Thurs 

®®@ SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 
2008 | This Danny Boyle film is set in 
a grubby Mumbai police station over 
the course of an hours-long, some- 
times brutal interrogation but spins 
off like a fireworks display across 
years of history. Eighteen-year-old Ja- 
mal Malik (Dev Patel) is the unlikely 
winner of the top prize in the Indian 
version of Who Wants To Be a Millionaire , 
but the show’s host (Anil Kapoor) is 
suspicious (or jealous) and turns him 
over to the cops. When the police 
inspector (Irrfan Khan) finally just 
asks Jamal to explain how he arrived 
at the answers, each question proves 
a talisman that whirls the film into 
Jamal’s sometimes hideous, some- 
times wondrous, always photogenic 
past. It’s like an MTV version of The 
Arabian Nights by way of Mira Nair’s 
Salaam Bombay. No wonder then, that 
the Bollywood musical number that 
makes the concluding credits worth 
sitting through doesn’t require such 
a difficult suspension of disbelief. 
But the willing suspension of out 
Tage at the injustice and misery on 
display for the entertainment of 
audiences is another matter. | Eng- 
lish + Hindi | 120m | Boston Common 

+ Kendall Square + Coolidge Corner + 
West Newton 

SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 

| 2008 | No fun date at the movies, 
Charlie Kaufman's film is the very 
opposite of escapist entertainment 
Played by Philip Seymour Hoffman 
as a hysterical variation on his char 
acter in Savages, with a nod'to Steve 
Coogan in Hamlet 2, Caden Cotard 
heads the drama department in a 
small college in Schenectady. His art 
ist wife (designated shrew Ca‘ 
Keener) has taken their child ar 
fled to Berlin with her lover (Jenn 
But somehow Caden 
snags a MacArthur “genius grant” 
and, encouraged by Hazel (S 
Morton), who works the box 


Jason Leigh 


at the theater where his student pro 
duction of Death of a Salesman is being 
staged, heads to New York City to be 
gin his magnum opus — re-creating 
his life on a giant set in an end 
expanding vac 
in these first 40 minutes or so evokes 
by turns the experience of night 
mare, madness, day-to-day living, 
and then all three. But the paradox 
posed by Caden's project is unresolv 
able and tedious: if he is to re-create 
his life as a stage production, he 
must aiso re-create his attempt to 
re-create his life as a stage produc 
tion and re-create his re-creation of 


sly 
factory. Kaufman 


his attempt. In that synecdoche is a 
figure of speech where a part stands 
for a whole or vice versa, the film de 
picts the individual representing the 
universe. Too bad that in this ver 

sion the loss of neither seems worth 
mourning. | 124m | Kendall Square 


THREE RESURRECTED DRUNK- 
ARDS |KAETTE KITA YOPPARAI) 

| 1968 | One of Nagisa Oshima's 
preoccupations is Japan's chauvinis- 
tic and racist stance toward Korea, 
and he skewered such attitudes in 
this story of three feckless students 
(Kazuhiko Kato, Osamu Kitayama, 
and Norihiko Hashida) who go to 
the seaside for their holiday and get 
mistaken for Koreans. | japanese | 
80m | HFA: Sun 

®® TRANSPORTER 3 | 2008 | 

The new Transporter spills out in a 
jumble of frenetic action vignettes, 


tery special effects, and a booming 
score whip everything into a manic 
froth. Consider it a poor man’s ver- 
sion of the latest James Bond out- 
ing, replete with sleek European 
Sports coupes that out-sex the slinky 
Eastern Bloc heroine, and of course, 
the weill-chiseled savior. This time 
courier extraordinaire Frank Martin 
(Jason Statham) and his beefy black 
Audi must transport a Ukrainian 
beauty (Natalya Rudakova) from 
Marseille to Odesa via Stuttgart and 
Budapest, the hook being that if 
Frank strays more than 50 feet from 
his car, the bracelet on his wrist 
will blow him to pieces. Besides 
Statham’s bristling persona, the 
film’s strength lies in director Olivi- 


. er Megaton's relentless drive toward 


the next wham-bam showdown; 
this goes far to mask the inane plot 
(which has to do with enviro-terror- 
ism) and Rudakova's thespian inad- 
equacies. | 100m | Boston Common 
[tentative] + Fenway + suburbs 

A TREATISE ON JAPANESE BAWDY 
SONGS (NIHON SHUNKA-KO) | 1967 | 
This Nagisa Oshima effort is a coolly 
detached film that follows four male 
students in their quest for sexual 

— and violent — gratification. It 
culminates in a scene that offers not 
only sex and violence but also a bit- 
ing speech by actress Akiko Koyama 
(Oshima's wife of 47 years) tracing 
the roots of the Japanese race back to 
Korea. | japanese | 103m | HFA: Mon 
®@® TWILIGHT | 2008 | Catherine 
Hardwicke’s adaptation of the first 
of Stephenie Meyer's series of four 
YA bestsellers works because she 
and her soon-to-be-iconic leads take 
the sex and death and immortality 
hokum that’s as old as Bram Stoker 
and make the undead live again. 
Smart and lonely and deathly pale 
17-year-old Bella (Kristen Stewart, 
like a younger, sadder Winona Ry 
der) is depressed about moving from 
Phoenix to live with her divorced 
dad (Billy Burke) in tiny Forks, 
Washington — until she meets the 
Cullen clan, and especially the stun 
ning Edward (Robert Pattinson, as 
close as we'll ever get to a bloodless 
reincarnation of James Dea who 
finds her de light 
different fro: Te 
Story? Not re 


cious 


y other var 


except in its 


rhythms, de - not to 
mention a killer k and im 
to David 
rich 
True, it’s also b citsch, and 


the voiceovers from Meyer's dear-di 
t heip. But Hardwicke 
rm to the point of camp 
and stops 1e to allow a 
glim | 122m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill suburbs 
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»© VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA 


2008 | Woody Allen's Barcelona 


film is talk talk t rting with 
the smu ice of the “Nar 
rator” (Ch an Welch) as 
he relates detail what 
the pretty pi lready il 
lustrated. At least he offers some 


ypes 


pes. Cristina 


Scarlett Jor aspiring 
filmmaker w Phi 
losophy of Love; Vicky (Rebecca Hall 
is — surprise! — Cristina’s opposite, 
a rational, studious girl who's all 
set to marry a stockbroker. Javier 
Bardem as hot-blooded, hunky Cata- 
lonian painter Juan Antonio and 
Penélope Cruz as his hot-biooded, 
sexy Catalonian painter wife, Maria 
Elena might just as well be named 
“Live for the Moment” and “Artistic 
Inspiration”; yet their performances 
transcend cliché. They're even 
funny. So it’s kind of sad when Juan 
Antonio hits on Vicky and Cristina 
and one of the girls becomes part of 
a ménage-a-trois and kisses Maria 
Elena in the darkroom and discovers 
that she too is an Artist. | English 

+ Catalan + Spanish | n | Harvard 
Square 

VIOLENCE AT NOON |HAKUCHU NO 
TORIMA)| | 1966 | This Nagisa Oshima 
film focuses on Japan's “Daylight De- 
mon,” who in the 1950s killed more 


than 30 women — always in the 
middle of the day. With Saeda Kawa- 
guchi, Akiko Koyama, and Kei Sato. | 
Japanese | 90m | HFA: Thurs 


@@® W. | 2008 | Oliver Stone 
doesn’t have his five W's quite in 
order when it comes to his investiga- 
tion of George W. Bush. The “who” 
gets high marks, for Josh Brolin, 
who as the title initial embodies the 
transformation of a black sheep fuck- 
up into a fuck-up who is the most 
powerful person in the world. He's 
not a hero, or a villain, and he never 
achieves self-awareness, but he is a 
likable guy who's trying to do good 
despite his limitations. The “why,” 
on the other hand, is never quite 
answered, in part because the film 
appears to be a quickie job, like a 
celebrity biography rushed to press to 
capitalize on a scandal before the no- 
toriety can go cold. Brolin’s mastery 
of his character’s uncomprehending 
drive and certainty holds Stone's 
pastiche together, and there are 
Oscar-candidate turns by Toby Jones 
as Karl Rove and Richard Dreyfuss as 
Dick Cheney, plus Thandie Newton 
as Condoleezza Rice, Jeffrey Wright 
as Colin “Party Pooper” Powell, 
Elizabeth Banks as Laura, and James 
Cromwell as Stone’s likeliest villain, 
Big George. | 129m | West Newton + 
Arlington Capitol + suburbs 
WALL-E | 2008 | Andrew 
Stanton’s latest feature may not sat 
isfy those who don't think animation 
should engage their minds. Still, 
Stanton's previous film, Finding Nemo, 
became Pixar's highest grosser, 
tinged with melancholy as it was. 
Palpably depressing, this new film 
opens 800 years in the future during 
a 40-minute-long, nearly wordless 
stretch that introduces WALL*E 
(beeps courtesy of Ben Burtt), a 
mobile trash compactor with treads 
for legs, binoculars for eyes, and the 
comic inquisitiveness of E.T. Cue the 
arrival of the sleek white form of EVE 
Elissa Knight), a vegetation-seek 
ing probe droid. One gaze from her 
soulful blue LEDs and it’s love. Their 
adventures rocket them into space, 
as they confront the gelatinous rem 
nants of a human society driven to 
near extinction by rabid consumer 
ism. Can Earth be reclaimed? The 
nswer's a hopeful one (more Spiel 
berg, less Kubrick), perfectly in toon 
ahem) with the tale of a rickety old 
PC who wins the heart of a Mac 
103m | Arlington Capitol: Fri-Sun 


}®® ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO | 2008 | Their utilities cut on 
Thanksgiving eve, wage slaves Zack 
Si Rogen) and Miri (Elizabeth 
Banks) are huddling around the sole 
source of heat in their apartment — a 
barrel burning unpaid bills — when 
the lovable schlub goes down on one 
knee, takes the hand of his gorgeous 
roommate and BFF, and makes the 
proposal you expect from any man 

in an implausibly plotted film from 
the director of Clerks: “Will you have 
sex with me on camera for money?” 
Whether such a scheme makes sense 
in the age of free Internet porn is 
largely irrelevant when a comedy is 
this enjoyable. Kevin Smith's ear for 
raunch is as piquant as ever, but he’s 
moved beyond his usual unconvinc 
ing leads to Judd Apatow regulars Ro- 
gen and Craig Robinson (hilarious as 
a race-baiting, titty-and-ass-loving 
producer), and his dialogue snaps 
more than it ever did coming out of 
the mouth of Ben Affleck. Sorry, Cig- 
li. | 101m | Boston Common [tentative] 
+ Somerville Theatre + suburbs 
ZORRO RIDES AGAIN | 1937 | john 
Carroll plays James Vega, great- 
grandson of the original Zorro, who's 
called in by his uncle Manuel! to save 
the railroad that’s being built from 
California to Yucatan, and though he 
seems more interested in golf, that's 
just the usual de la Vega playboy 
persona. John English and William 
Witney direct this 12-part serial. | 


_ b&w | 75m | Brattle Sun 
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BACK 
ALK 


EL VEAK 


est known for her role as The L Word’s 
bookish drama fiend Jenny Schect- 
er, Mia Kirshner is very clear about 
B one thing: to her, acting is a “day 

job.” Since 2001, the 33-year-old 
actress has devoted her extracurricular ener- 
gies to I Live Here (Pantheon), a collage-style 
literary documentary uprooted peoples 
strife-torn nations. The product refugees 
herself (her father was born in a DP camp to 
Holocaust-survivor parents), Kirshner gives 
Teaders gut-wrenching first-hand glimpse 
into the lives the disenfranchised such 
hotbeds turmoil Burma, Ciudad 
Malawi, and the Russian republic Ingu- 
shetia. With Word’s final season debut- 
ing January and Kirshner planning 
propel I Live Here into an even more ambitious 
outreach project, you have to wonder what 
she’ll be choosing as her next day job. 


WHAT WAS YOUR INSPIRATION CREATE LIVE 
HERE? felt like was living disconnected 
life, a sheltered and disconnected life. . . . 

So after September 11, I was just like, “Iam 
frightened at the level of my own ignorance,” 
because it never felt to me like these incidents 
happen isolation; all connected and 
we're all affected it. 


AND HOW DID THE PROJECT REALLY START TO 
COALESCE? This book has vision that’s 
remained unchanged from the very begin- 
ning. The only things that changed were 
the creative non-fiction other artists 
and authors like Joe Sacco and Mia's sister 
Lauren Kirshner], writing it, and that 
was split into four books. brilliant 
partners [Adbusters creators} Michael Simons 
and Paul Shoebridge did the design 
together, and they did the actual handwork 
the book, which painstaking. wanted 
feel very intimate, and very much like 
and something that was radically 
different from dry human-rights report 
that you might read. 


WHAT WAS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR 
TRANSLATORS LIKE? really 
tant, translators, you know, because they’re 
basically your eyes and ears into the situa- 
tion, and I definitely learned that very quick- 
ly, especially the beginning. 
very good translator Ingushetia, who 
would literally translate every single word 
the subject said, even if it was grammatical- 
ly incorrect, even if there were inaccuracies 
in what they had said, because it was for my 


“The last thing want this sort 
hysterical person who comes back 
from these places and lectures 

community about 


TRANSCRIPT 
FORA INTERVIEW 


WITH MIA KIRSHNER, 


Personal politics 


Mia Kirshner goes global with Live Here 


_BY SHAULA CLARK 


partners and myself decide later how 
use that material. 


THESE STORIES ARE SO AFFECTING TO READ. 
WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO COME BACK FROM THESE 
PLACES? was process. think the begin- 
ning was very hard. But think that the 
last thing want this sort hysterical 
person who comes back from these places 
and lectures community about overcon- 
sumption. 1 didn’t really talk about it that 
much, was something very personal. But 

did realize over the years some very impor- 
tant things, and all came together the way 
hoped would Malawi that nobody 
wants your pity, nobody wants you 
angry behalf their situation, nobody 
wants thought this poor person. 
They want to be respected, and to be thought 
dignified. realized that the best thing 
could was find the best each situation 
and each person that meet. that was sort 
the process. But you know, was definite- 
quite lonely sometimes. 


EACH CHAPTER HAS A VERY DISTINCT ARTISTIC 
FEEL. HOW DID THAT COME ABOUT? Mike, Paul, 
and would sit down after had collected the 
material and discuss what each story meant 
and talk about all the elements that would 
onto the page, far colors, what the story 
was about, what the theme the chapter 
was. The Juarez chapter had hand- 
stitched. And then after doing these detailed 
notes each page like, “This page going 
green. has look sticky and wet. 
should look like it’s jungle. should try 
to use Polaroids on this page.” — they would 
and the actual handwork. But once 

draft came back, that didn’t mean was 
done. Each page went through maybe So, 60, 
changes. would look each page and 
say, “Why don’t you move that the right? 
Why don’t you modify that color? Let’s change 
the font this. Let’s think about getting an- 
other artist for this stitched heart.” 


AS | WAS READING THE BOOKS, | WAS THINKING 
HOW THIS WOULD BE WONDERFUL TO SEE INA 
SCHOOL CURRICULUM. The goal is, going 
basically start this program with the book, 
and student will selected professor 
represent the book and form these book clubs 
and ideas about how collect material from 
your own community, creating miniature 
versions the books that are local. So, yeah, 
that’s goal, because feel like students 
really have the loudest voice. © 
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Channei home the fort point arts community 
300 Summer St. fort point w/easy parking 
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From the British Empire 21st century London, authentic Black and has always 
started with Bass Pale Ale. 


Tucked beneath blanket your favourite stout the 
finish 


ale with lighter-than-expected 
Linger the caramel notes. Admire the 

and enjoy the final moments the black and tan. 

Bass, the Original Pale Ale 
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AMONG THE NEWLY POOR 

_ KARA BASKIN 

Face it. We're out of luck and money. 
Yet, just as the prophets of Whoville 
predicted, the holidays will be coming 
anyway. So why not have yourself a 
stingy little Christmas? 


ANYTHING OPEN? 
_JACQUELINE HOUTON 

So what do you do if you don’t do Christmas? 
Well, on Christmas Eve you could attend 
something like the annual Matzo Ball. And 
the you could nurse your hangover. 


STAGGERING TOWARD BETHLEHEM 
_JASOW O'BRYAN 
: Our dedicated team of researchers 

hits five bars search the ideal 
seasonal intoxicant and learns not 

to mix port and absinthe. We 
drink so you don’t have to. 
But you could. 


GIVE FOR OUR HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 


GIVE GLOBAL, BUY LOCAL 
JULIA RAPPAPORT 

Among the many things that aren't fun 
about this recession is the fact that big-box 
retailers continue to siphon what little 
money we spend out of our community. 
But you can do something about that. 


GEEKS SHARING GIFTS 
_GEQRGIANA COHEN 

Flummoxed about what to get the nerds 
on your holiday shopping list? How about 
a crate of Pocky or an IF You'RE INTER- 
ESTED TIME TRAVEL, MEET LAST 
THURSDAY T-shirt? 


BEYOND FRUITCAKE 
_CLEA SIMON 

Whether the foodie in your life is a 
creator or consumer, everybody 
appreciates something unusual. 


FEEL THE NOISE 

_DANIEL BROCKMAN 

By next year, music may not be available 
in any form suitable for wrapping. 

Until then, there are CDs and box sets. 


29 THE GIFT OF POW AND WHAT 
_BRETT MICHEL 

In these awful dark times, we need 
celluloid heroes more than ever. And 
DVDs and Blu-ray discs bring them 
home in high def. 


UNNECESSARILY ECH 


_MIKE MILIARO 

Who says all those R&D dollars went 
to waste? How else are you going to 
air-condition your dog or give your 
iPod a shower? 


SEX AND FOOD AND ABRAHAM 
Our staff and contributors highlight the season's 
best (and weirdest) gift selections, from Abraham 
Lincoln, to Peter Ackroyd’s “biography” of the 
Thames, to Nobuyoshi Araki's chic bondage photos 


MILIARDO 
This season's comics span 
the globe, from the Americas 
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and behind-the-scenes look phone sex. 
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to Burma, Finland, France, 
Israel, and Japan. 
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THE HOLLY 
AND THE MISER 


SUCK AND CHEAP 


SUDDENLY POOR; 


_BY KARA BASKIN 


the current financial tsunami 
lesson you, arrogant ple- 
beian consumer: greed cometh 
before a fall. When dealing with 
money, it’s best crouch perma- 
nent mental fetal position and brace 
for the end the world. time 
this more apparent than the holi- 
days, when middle-class people max 
out their Capital One cards to buy flat- 
screen TVs from big-box retailers and 
cubic zirconium from Kay’s. 
I’m reminded grandmother, 
woman who lived through the Creat 
Depression and whose Etienne Aigner 
wallet (half off at Jordan Marsh, thank 
you very much) was overflowing with 
coupons. was rifling through her 
fridge once when I discovered, wedged 
between cans Market Basket gin- 
ger ale, plain envelope. Inside were 
hundreds dollars and receipts dating 
from the Kennedy administration. 
This, my friends, is the right way to 
freeze one’s assets. Playing safe 
uncertain times means checking your 
ego and resorting desperate mea- 
sures. pass the imitation eggnog 
and allow me to share some tips for 
thrifty holiday money management. 


GET KNOW YOUR 

FRIENDLY BANK TELLER 

l used to bank exclusively online. But, 
see, the people who run your online ac- 
count exemplify why Darwinism is a 
crock of shit. They are the cockroaches 
of the job market. Long after oncologists 
and teachers have taken panhan- 
dling the streets, these people will 
answering your 1-800 calls and mispro- 
nouncing your name. Indeed, Bank 
America once confused me with some- 
one named Carab Basin and deducted 
$12 from account per month for some 
sort triplets-with-no-chromosomes re- 
search foundation. Don’t debit-card any- 
thing. Withdraw money directly from 
your bank and pay for those gifts cold 
hard cash. You'll miss the money more. 
Moreover, you'll be able to sneer directly 
at the moron who knows you have only 
$67 in your checking account. 


DON’T TRAVEL PLACES 
YOU CAN’T AFFORD 

Would I like to winter in Bermuda? 
Why, yes. I'd like nothing more than 


MIKE GORMAN 


toast pasty skin beach while 
Juan and Tito spritz with Cham- 
pagne. Hell, I'd like to go any place that 
doesn’t offer Keno the lobby and free 
meals to anyone recently out of jail. 
You want know where spend 
holiday vacation? At my mother-in- 
law’s condo Cape Cod, where share 
bed with four obese cats. might 
not glamorous, but it’s free. Ican 
cover my watery eyes with sunglasses, 
and the rash get from her Christmas 
Tree Shop quilts blends winningly with 
my hives. 


GIVE THE STINGIEST PRES- 
ENTS DIGNITY WILL ALLOW 

A few years ago, my sister-in-law gave 
everyone her gift list homemade 
ketchup in tiny mason jars. Then she 
jetted off for a month-long vacation in 
Australia. was appalled. But was al- 
so intrigued. Give Aunt Hortense some 
Girl Scout cookies wrapped in holly and 
call it a day. Then count your money 
and chortle with evil glee. 


DON’T PAY OTHER PEOPLE 

THINGS YOU CAN 
EASILY YOURSELF 

used spend $25 every other week 
get nails done, until dawned 
that was throwing away perfectly 
good money listen woman tell 
about her annoying best friend, her 
ungrateful children, and why I need 
eyebrow wax. Thing is, already 
have relatives. And now I have so extra 
bucks for holiday wet bar. 


DON’T ASHAMED 

SHOP EMBARRASSING 
SUPERMARKETS 

Yes, the cashiers are all named Rita 
and their hairdos should the 
national register historic places. But 
the prices! Sure, the salad bar might 
offer nothing but old olives and wet 
feta cheese, and the “green” aisle con- 
sists VOs hot oil biodegradable 
container. Who you think you are, 
Nigella Lawson? Get line behind 
the rest the hoi polloi sneakily leafing 


through the National Enquirer and deal 
with it. Your turkey and cranberry 
sauce will still taste the same. 


WEAR PARTY CLOTHES 

FROM WAREHOUSE OUTLETS 
I was at the Natick Mall (excuse me, 

the Natick Collection) the other day, and 
was ghost town. acne-scarred 
midget with chicken samples paced 
back and forth like character bro- 
ken video game. The kid the jewelry 
kiosk was trying pierce the security 
guard’s ear. Nowadays, you can’t afford 
I know, the discount warehouses aren’t 
exactly glamorous. shopping trip there 
rewards only those who enjoy picking 
through mounds velour elasticized 
“activewear” find flattering pair 
pants. The dressing rooms are stained 
with urine, and the mirrors make you 
look feet wide. Your cashier will 
dubious gender and speak recogniz- 
able language. However, 
with little persistence, find the 
exact same kind stuff offered the 
mall, but for half the price. Hold your 
nose, close your eyes, and dive in. You’ll 
look great at your next holiday soirée! 


FIND CREATIVE WAYS 
GENERATE CASH 
said creative, not illegal. How about 
selling stuff eBay? There are people 
who spend their three waking hours 
coming with StarTrek-derived screen 
names and paying for absolute crap. 
They could buying your crap! Befriend 
them. tutor someone isn’t there 
something good at? Work 
bookstore. Nobody ever buys anything 
there anymore. Abandon the register 
and read People for seven bucks hour. 
The moral of this story is: get over 
yourself. Pretty soon all going 
eating ramen noodles the gut- 
ter. The sooner you embrace the art 
of restraint, the less mental anguish 
you'll endure. Come January 1, you'll 
have suffer for your stinginess. 
Why not practice first those you 
love most? © 


Kara Baskin, a/k/a The Lady Scrooge, 
can pinch a penny until it screams and 
gives her change. She can reached 

at kbaskin@phx.com. 
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JEWS JUST WANT 
HAVE FUN 


AND PERHAPS FIND LOVE TURNING CHRISTMAS EVE 
INTO THE JOLLIEST NIGHT THE YEAR 


he streets are deserted, the 

storefronts chained shut, and 

there’s not glimmer neon 
to guide you to your favorite bar. If your 
Christmas Eve involves baking cookies 
and guzzling eggnog, hanging stockings 
and heading midnight Mass, bond- 
ing with family around a warm fire (or 
bickering with them — hey, a tradition’s 
a tradition), you may never have noticed 
how the whole not-a-creature-was- 
stirring shtick can start feel little 
postapocalyptic. The songs insist it’s the 
most wonderful time the year, but 
if you're not among the 96 percent of 
Americans who celebrate Christmas, it’s 
easy to contract a mild case of ennui come 
late December, as more than a few Jews 
can testify. 

With the next day likely off from 
work and no obligation to face the 
familial gauntlet run of a two-hour tur- 
key dinner, December might 
ideal night for chosen people 
burn a little midnight oil. Yet for years, 
few options existed for those looking 
get out the house and escape the 
nonstop televised onslaught “very 
special holiday episodes” and Miracle 
34th Street. Moo goo gai pan and a trip to 
the movie theater were essentially the 
sole recourses for a Christmas Eve out- 
ing. But in recent years, a new tradition 
has transformed that potentially isolat- 
ing occasion into what, for some, is the 
social event of the season. December 
24 is now a major club night for Jewish 
20- and 30-somethings, especially those 
ready for a little romance — no mistle- 
toe required. 

The trend has been embraced in 
dozens of cities across the country, 
from Berkeley Boca Raton, Chicago 
to Charlotte, DC to Dallas; in New 
York City, you can now find 15 or more 
venues hosting Christmas Eve shindigs 
for Jewish singles. But the phenom- 
enon actually got its start right here 
Boston. Back 1986, recent grad 
named Andrew Rudnick was dabbling 
real estate day, bartending 
night, and looking not success- 
fully for love all the time. 

“They say necessity the mother 
invention,” recalls Rudnick, whose 
search for nice Jewish girl took him 
singles mixer Boston hotel 
Christmas Eve. But the awkward 


shuffling cheesy music the dark 
function room, the long lines for drink 
tickets, and the pervasive vibe of a 
prom-gone-wrong left him convinced 
could better. “It was great idea 
to bring young Jewish kids together. 
Why wasn’t this happening night- 
club?” Rudnick wondered. 

The answer, course, was that 
all the clubs were closed. But Rudnick 
set out change that the following 
year, persuading Lansdowne Street’s 
club kings, the Lyons brothers, to let 
him try night networking and 
matchmaking on December 24 at the 
club where worked, Metro (later 
the home of Avalon, then a construc- 
tion site, and soon become the new 
House of Blues). They didn’t know 


MIKE CORMAN 


what expect: the Lyons brothers had 
never kept club open Christmas 
Eve, and was Rudnick’s first time 
promoting event, they were 
hoping for few hundred attendees. 
Two thousand revelers showed that 
night, turnout unanticipated that 
the club owners actually had to leave 
their own Christmas party help staff 
the coatroom, pour drinks, and work 
the floor. The Matzo Ball was born. 

At the end of the evening, when 
Rudnick found himself surrounded 
people thanking him for the great 
night, asking when would host 
another, realized he’d tapped into 
something big. The crowd's enthusi- 
asm combined with the fact that 
earned nearly much tips 


Mead 


one night made year’s sal- 
ary convinced him quit his job 
two weeks later devote himself 
starting the Society Young Jewish 
Professionals. Today, the Matzo Ball 
that started all takes place two 
dozen cities. “It’s taken life its 
own,” says Rudnick. “We really 
have to advertise anymore.” 

But the Matzo Ball now has plenty 
competition. some cities, December 
has become veritable battle the 
balls, each promising the best party 
town. One the better-known con- 
tenders is, in fact, called simply the 
Ball, sponsored the New York-based 
letmypeoplego.com, which claims 
have put the nation’s biggest Jewish 
singles event each year since the Ball 
got its start in 1995 — last season's party 
drew a crowd in excess of 4300. Founder 
Jeff Strank has put his own spin the 
new holiday tradition. 

“I'd hate something where it’s 
just people walking and there’s 
and that’s all it is,” says Strank, who 
Strives to create environments that 
ensure his attendees always have “dif- 
ferent things see and do, different 
ways interact.” 

the Ball’s very first event, Strank 
transformed the VIP room into a come- 
club, showcasing performances from 
the likes Susie Essman, since 
gained fame on Curb Your Enthusiasm, and 
Jeff Ross, now Roastmaster General of 
the New York Friars’ Club. (Strank still 
cringes when recalls less-prescient 
booking decision couple years later, 
when lined and then cancelled 
performance Jon Stewart after asking 
around and finding that “nobody had 
heard of him.”) 

In more recent years, the Ball has 
sprawled across five six venues 
within NYC, with complimentary 
limousine service shuttling attendees 
from one soirée the next. last 
year’s event, one site featured live 
band, another a cozier lounge feel, and 

three others offered dancing for vari- 
ous musical tastes one, the danc- 
ers got down the accompaniment 
high-flying aerialists, who contorted 
and cavorted above the heads. 
This year promises even big- 
ger, Strank attempting expand 
Continued on p 8 
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YOUR MOM WASNT 


went out. got two numbers the same night. drank cocktails. But they were whisky cocktails. 


Made with Canadian Club! Served rocks YOUR DAD 
glass. They tasted good. They were effortless. 
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Continued from p 6 
staging the event cities, 
including Boston. 

Besides such multi-city megafests, 
there are a host of homegrown events 
operating on an exclusively locai basis, 
like LA’s Schmooz-a-Palooza, the Eve 
Party Miami Beach, and 
own JBall. That annual shindig is 
hosted by The JConnection, a social 
organization for young Jewish profes- 
sionals and students that sponsors sev- 
eral trips each year, as well as monthly 
events at bars, restaurants, and night- 
recent years has begun 
events for the 4o-plus set, too. 

Now in its ninth year, the JBall 
offers more intimate experience than 
some its counterparts, with about 
500 attendees annually, but founder 
Jeff Popkin thinks his slightly smaller 
ball brings bigger payoff. 

“A lot of people go to other events 
once and realize that the music 
loud that they can’t talk people and 
it’s just not fun social atmosphere, 
{but} that’s what we really focus on and 
work to achieve,” he says. This year’s 
JBall presented parmership with 
online-dating giant JDate, and though 
Popkin notes, “With the Internet and all 
the online-dating opportunities, there 
are lots options out there,” stresses 
that “still, nothing beats people-meeting 
person.” 

Popkin should know met his 
wife at the 2005 JBall. Rudnick similarly 
counts his marriage among the more 
than 1000 that the Matzo Ball claims 
its credit. Indeed, some events have 
for being kosher meat mar- 
kets, and more than one well-meaning 
mom has bought advance tickets for her 
unsuspecting single offspring. Today, 
you longer see many mothers sitting 
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WHAT 
YOU DON’T CHRISTMAS 


shiva for a child who has fallen for a 
goy, but subtle encouragement find 
a Jewish partner isn’t entirely uncom- 
mon. Almost half of American Jews 
martying today wed gentiles, and only 
one-third the children produced 
these interfaith marriages are raised 
Jewish — though the Boston area 
bucks that trend a bit; a 2005 study by 
Brandeis’s Steinhardt Social Research 
Institute found that percent such 
children Greater Boston are brought 
Jewish. new traditions have aris- 
en to take over the role of the shadchan, 
from sites like JDate, to speed dating 
(first conceived by a rabbi back in 1998), 
the Christmas Eve balls. 

Not for mating dance? That’s 
okay Christmas Eve get-togeth- 
ers have become yearly tradition for 
many, way catching with old 
friends from high school and camp, 
and an opportunity to forge platonic 
and professional connections, as well 
amorous ones. Though the crowd 
obviously predominantly Jewish (if 
skewing the less observant end 
the spectrum), non-Jews are welcome 
to attend, and often do. 

“The event has really become a 
party Christmas Eve for people 
who are not with their family,” says 
looking for way stave off the sea- 
sonal affective disorder, take comfort 
knowing you have perfect excuse 
get your drunk and dance 
date once declared dead nightlife, 
now resuscitated. 


Houton wants her mother 
know she expects to spend Christmas Eve 
doing anything but ordering Chinese 
playing mahjong with the girls. She can be 
reached at jacqueline.houton@gmail.com. 
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NAVIGATING THE HOLIDAYS WITH SEASONAL STAGGER 


_BY JASON 


een through the right lens, 
Christmas looks like season 


devilish malevolence time 
gloomy cold, bad movies, gift anxiety 
and consumer hoards, inane music 
repeated indefinitely, and family, hour 
after hour, day after chatty day. All of 
this moves parallel forced sense 
glee that runs deep through the holi- 
day season that drinking becomes less 
option and more Christmas 
tradition, like sitting those Sharper 
Image massage chairs you’re never 
going buy. 

Instead firing computer and 
googling “Christmas drinks,” decided 
grab friend and some lips-to- 
glass research: five bars three upscale 
cocktailing, and two the proletari- 
find what Boston’s bartenders 
have offer for holiday-suited drinks. 
The guidelines were simple: two drinks 
at each bar that “make you think 
of Christmas.” They could be shots, 
mixed, beer, or wine, and could evoke 
the holidays any way imaginable. The 
only rule: no eggnog. Too easy. 


DRINK, BOSTON 
MISTY KALKOFEN 


1) UNTITLED APPLE PIE DRINK 
202. Laird’s Apple Brandy 
1/2 02. St. Elizabeth’s Allspice Dram 
1/2 lemon juice 
1/2 02. honey syrup 


Shake, strain into martini glass, and 
dust with nutmeg. 


This drink is like a more alcoholic 
version mulled apple cider, espe- 
cially useful for those with aver- 
sion bourbon. Inexpensive and 
uncomplicated for the do-it-yourself 
industrialists, the allspice, apple, 
honey, and nutmeg flavors work 
fairly obviously together, and the 
lemon cuts the sweetness make 
the drink good for before after 
Christmas dinner. 

explanation got that 
baked-apple-pie thing.” 


MELISSA OSTROW 


makes wish was snowing outside.” 


2) UNTITLED SMOKEY BOURBON DRINK 
1/8 oz. Famous Grouse Scotch 
2 02. Old Fitzgerald Bourbon 
1/2 oz. Punt e Mes 
1/2 Bénédictine 


Pour 1/8 oz. Famous Grouse Scotch into 
glass, and empty while spin- 


ning the glass the Scotch coats the in- 
side. Shake other ingredients and strain 
the glass. 


Punt Mes Italian red ver- 
mouth, which combines with the 
bourbon make Manhattan base. 
The Bénédictine sweet liqueur with 
recipe kept secret since 1510 proud 
French monks) sweetens and deepens, 
and the Scotch rinse adds lingering 


q 4 4 


smokiness that makes sitting 

fire superfluous. This drink deserves 

thorough smoothness, and inner 
warmth that keeps going, was the 
leading favorite the night. 
Bartender’s explanation “It’s got a smoky 
that’s good for cold weather.” 
this drink home and fuck it.” 


NO. PARK, BOSTON 
MATTHEW SCRAGE 


COPENHAGEN 
1-3/4 Fighting Cock Kentucky Bourbon 
1-3/4 Rothman Winter Orchard 
Apricot Liqueur 
1/2 Gammeldansk Danish Bitters 


Shake, strain into rocks glass. 


Though uses equal parts bourbon 
and apricot liqueur, the strength 
the Fighting Cock (106 proof) makes 
bourbon the primary flavor. The 
apricot serves equally soften and 
add surprisingly subtle fruitiness. 
Instead tasting like fire, tastes like 
warmth great for soothing frayed 
Christmas nerves 

Bartender’s explanation “It’s a winter 
drink warm, comforting.” 

think oatmeal cookies and have 
idea why.” 


4) HENRY V FLIP 
Landy VSOP Cognac 
1/4 oz. St. Allspice Dram 
Chambord 
simple syrup 
i whole egg 


Shake, strain into martini glass, and 
dust with nutmeg. 


The Henry Flip example the 
miracle alchemy mixology: doesn’t 
taste like any its ingredients, but 
rather takes their characters and makes 
them its Silky with egg, smooth 
Continued on p 10 
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with cognac, spicy with allspice, and 
sweet with liqueur, this is an outstand- 
ingly smooth cold-weather drink. 
blanket.” 

makes my lips sticky.” 


EASTERN 
STANDARD, BOSTON 
BOB McCOY 


5) ABSINTHE AND OLD LACE 
Beefeater Gin 
1/2 oz. Kubler Absinthe 
1/2 Green Créme Menthe 
1/2 cream 
1/2 02. simple syrup 
dash: Bittermen’s Xocolat! Mole Bitters 
white 


Shake, strain into absinthe or 
glass. 


The Absinthe and Old Lace flapper 
drink and colored a bright, solid green for 
Christmas. It’s the opposite of the Henry 
V Flip in that you taste all the ingredients: 
the gin tastes like Christmas trees, the 
créme de menthe tastes like mint, the 
absinthe tastes like anise, with silkiness 
offered by the egg and cream. It’s a bom- 
bardment holiday flavors and the second 
egg tonight, which made wonder aloud 
if one could exist entirely on Christmas 
drinks. Absinthe is 106 proof, however, 
and our subsequent inability walk sug- 
gested this not feasible option. 
Bartender's explanation “Cold with a warm- 
ing quality, the green color and juniper 
evokes pine.” 

My companion’s reaction “ Much like Christ- 
itself, recognize that it’s good, but 
it’s going hard for finish.” 


6) HOT APPLE CIDER 

1-1/2 02. WL. Weller Reserve Bourbon 

40z. hot mulled apple cider (mulled cloves, car- 
damom, cinnamon, juniper, allspice, and orange) 


standard, Hot Apple 
Cider intuitive warm drink for 
Christmastime. Something about cider 
makes bourbon nearly invisible, and the 
Spices all warm from the inside. Eastern 
Standard mulls their own cider, but this 
the easiest the drinks make home, 
and the most drinkable. The only caveat 
exercise restraint with the bour- 
bon: properly mixed, it’s undetectable. 
Improperly mixed, it’s hot bourbon. 
explanation classic winter 
drink, very warming and comfortable.” 
reaction “This amazing. 
Wait did put booze here?” 


THE FIELD, CAMBRIDGE 
TIM CAREY 


7) HOT TODDY 
1-1/2 oz: Jameson Irish Whiskey 
1/2 oz. Honey 
lemon wedge stuck with fresh cloves 
fill hot water 


Field your basic pub, where 


the Irish bartender gave suitably 
Irish drink. The Hot Toddy icon 
winter: cloves for Christmas spice, whis- 
key for Christmas warmth, and honey 
and lemon mitigate. The Hot Toddy 
essentially a whiskey delivery system that 
you the process, which makes 
ideal for sitting under blanket and 
smiling your way through It’s A Wonderfill 
Life for the 27th time. 

Bartender’s explanation what 
mother had Christmas morning.” 
companion’s reaction “This tastes like 
bathroom.” 


8) GUINNESS 

The colder the weather, the darker 
the beer. Porters and stouts offer 
counterintuitive warmth that can last 
well though the walk home. Many 
these beers contain spices that evoke 
Christmas: cloves, hazelnut, cof- 
fee, caramel. . . and while Guinness 
doesn't have any of these to speak of, it 
remains a suitable cold-weather drink 
and the most accessible dark beer 
likely find. 
every 
exactly what wanted him say.” 


RIVER GODS, CAMBRIDGE 
MAUREEN LINNANE 


9) SEADOG HAZELNUT PORTER 

The Seadog Hazelnut Porter is a 
perfect example holiday beer. Dark 
and warming with notes of chocolate 
and hazelnut, the Seadog Hazelnut 
Porter good for cold weather 
would bad for warm. It’s easy 
Christmas drink for those who want 
regulate their level sobriety, the 
rest them taste good that it’s easy 
to forget they’re all at least 80 proof. 
Bartender’s explanation “It's festive and 
nutty and not too heavy.” 
0) HOT PORT 

1-1/2 oz: Heritage Ruby Port 

1/2 oz. honey 

lemon wedge stick with fresh cloves 

fill hot water 


Red for Christmas, this drink spe- 
cifically designed make you feel good 
all over. The port half the strength 
Jameson and much smoother, so the 
Hot Port tastes like alcohol tea. has the 
same holiday spice with the cloves, and 
drinking wholly soothing experi- 
ence. Hot Toddy calm yourself 
after the Christmas melee, Hot Port 
ready yourself before. 

explanation what drink 
Christmas.” 

drinking this when didn’t have ab- 
sinthe in my stomach.” © 


has been running around apolo- 
gizing to people and rambling something about 
Step Four ever since submitted this article. 
When he’s not off at one of his “meetings,” he 
can be reached at jobryan@gmail.com. 


) ¢ 
NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE 
», Alte ting al tment me 
Fang te. It's 412 new apartment homes with daz g kit f 4 g areas. And it's a ’ 


boutiques ond food court offering 
omething for every 


the Heart Boston 


Enjoy the best Boston this holiday season! 


BOSTON 


and 


; 
A — v 
@i 
Powers Westford MA. Skinashoba.com 


award-winning delicious 
[The Elephant Walk] 


exotic authentic 
French] 


Now 


GIFT 
comfortable convenient 


Cambridge Waltham] 


versatile inclusive 


[vegetarian gluten-free] 


surprisingly affordable 


[every entrée under $20] 


4 
| 
’ 
aida 
| 
| 
¥ { 
A 
+ 


ENRICH THY 


‘BUY LOCAL’ AND TAKE CARE BUSINESS 


_BY JULIA RAPPAPORT 


his how imagine Main Street 

the North Pole right about 

now. Mom and Pop elves dash 
from store store scramble fin- 
ish their holiday shopping. They load 
knickknacks and tchochkies 
(assuming there are Jewish elves in the 
from the locally owned 
Santa’s Workshop. There are chain 
stores here. At the top of the world, 
hard-earned dollars are spent neigh- 
borhood stores, whose store owners then 
spend and invest them with other local 
businesses. 

Perhaps that’s why Santa’s Village 
isn’t going through recession. 

Back here in the temperate zone, 
the local and national economies are 
the crapper. Big businesses such 
Circuit City, Tweeter, and Linens-N- 
Things are closing their doors; save 
gas, city dwellers have stopped driving 
the malls out Burlington, Natick, 
and Leominster. The only upside this 
downturn that shoppers are return- 
ing their neighborhood stores. 

And just the nick time. Boston 
may yet end looking bit like the 
Pole imagination this December. 
Minus the Jewish elves. 

After a sluggish 2007 holiday spend- 
ing season, the national Independent 
Business Forum (IBF) surveyed local 
businesses all states and 
Washington, DC. Despite news that 
local businesses are hardest hit when 
the economy stalls, the businesses sur- 
veyed reported steady earnings. Some 
showed even modest gains. 

With decidedly gloomier year-end 
shopping picture projected for 2008, 
that news provides least glim- 
mer hope Boston-area businesses 
and communities. “This really 
opportunity for small downtowns 
recapture that market that kind went 
out style because people were busy, 
had time build relationships, 
and could find better deals the chain 
stores,” says Christopher Ryan, the 
man otherwise known the Localizer 
(thelocalizer. blogspot.com). 

day, Ryan the director plan- 
ning and development for the town 
Ayer (population 6871). lives 
nearby Concord where, he says, he plans 
most his holiday spending this 
year. “Last year, were buying things 


CHRIS DEMPSEY 


like sleeping bags and camping equip- 
ment from the says. “This 
year, there’s store West Concord that 
to, It’s little more expensive 
than places like once local busi- 
but dealing with your local 
merchant important building 
your local economy.” his blog, Ryan 
advocates buying made goods and 
produce, creating local businesses, and 
localizing energy production. 

(He also recommends using local 
currency such BerkShares, the 
barter-like instrument commerce 
circulating the Southern Berkshires, 
but one glance berkshares.org 
enough know this idea isn’t coming 
to Boston any time soon.) 

According the IBF study, locally 
owned businesses have held relatively 
steady for two reasons: paranoid and 
cash-strapped spenders want keep 
their money close home and various 
Buy Local campaigns have raised public 
awareness the benefits supporting 
hometown enterprises. (Local First cam- 
paigns have recently been launched 


Cambridge, Roslindale, and Worcester.) 
few weeks ago, Jody Colley, pub- 
lisher the Berkeley, 
East Bay Express, decided tap into the 
consumer market and boost her local 
economy. She placed the Express 
asking readers pledge spend $100 
their shopping money locally 
owned stores. In exchange, readers are 
entered to win $1000 in gift certificates 
area merchants and restaurants. 
“This the scariest holiday season 
that many probably remember,” 
Colley says. facing the perfect 
storm for really bad holiday season.” 
Colley got the idea for her promotion 
after reading the Andersonville Study 
of Retail Economics, a 2004 report pre- 
pared the Civic Economics consulting 
group and the Andersonville Chamber 
Commerce, which represents revital- 
ized neighborhood Chicago’s North 
Side. That survey concluded that 
Chicago resident spent $100 locally 
owned businesses, $68 stayed the city’s 
economy. That’s opposed $43 for 
every $100 spent chain-store outlet. 


4 


When Colley crunched those figures 
against the Express’s weekly circulation, 
she found that all her readers honored 
the pledge, they’d keep additional 
estimated $3.7 million the Berkeley 
area. Colley pushed her agenda other 
newspapers across the country and, 
press time, publications, including 
the three editions the Phoenix, agreed 
to run the ad. If everyone counted in 
the Boston Phoenix readership made and 
kept the pledge, estimated $3.9 mil- 
lion that otherwise would have gone off 
some remote corporate headquarters 
would stay Metro Boston. 

“Dealing with your local merchant 
incredibly important building 
local economy,” says Ryan. “If you're 
circulating your money within your 
community, there’s more leakage.” 
Ah, leakage, the unfortunate economic 
term for money that leaves commu- 
nity when local shoppers buy non-local 
goods services. 

course, within the larger econ- 
omy, the local buck has stop some- 
Continued on p 16 
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Continued from p 15 
where. Leakage inevitable. Your local 
coffee shop can’t buy domestic coffee 
beans. Nor the neighborhood indie 
hardware store able sell only locally 
made tools. And at some 


point, somebody’s going 
spend some those 


surplus “local” dollars 
a national chain retailer. 
So the grand estimates 


ofhow muchcashcould 


should be understood in . 
the context “but not 
forever.” Any growing 
economy requires an 
influx of new money, and 
there’s the rub. 

Still, raising the bot- 
tom line of a local retailer 
manufacturer, even 
briefly, positive step. 
Chain-store money that 
gets banked off cor- 
porate headquarters 
Michigan certainly isn’t 
as likely to be invested in 
the community it came 
from as are dollars fil- Fe 
tered through a middle- 
man who actually lives 
down the street. 

“The number-one rea- 
son to buy from a locally 
owned business is you 
get twice as much bang 
for your buck. Profits 
right back into the 
community,” says Laury 
Hammel, owner of the Massachusetts- 
based Longfellow Clubs spas and 
member the Sustainable Business 
Network of Greater Boston. 

live Cambridge,” explains. 
“Say take $100 and and spend 
the Harvard Book Store. Then, the owner 
decides he’s going over Curious 
George & Friends to buy a present for his 
kid. Then that guy goes for dinner over 
at Harvest and they then go to the local 
hardware store to replace some bulbs. If 
you do that five times, you're taking that 
$100 and making $300.” 

In addition to keeping the money 
where the community can see it, spend- 
ing locally this holiday season can make 
for easier shopping experience. When 
independent store stocks shelves for 
its community’s residents, those shelves 
usually carry items locals actually want. 
“Our product very tailored our 
market based on what our customers 
want and buy,” says Dana Brigham, 
owner and manager the indepen- 
dently owned Brookline Booksmith 
(brooklinebooksmith.com) in Coolidge 
Corner. The Booksmith just filled shelves 
with the recently published cookbook 
Fresh and Honest ($35) from Peter Davis, 
chef Table Cambridge. 
Published the Boston-based Three 
Bean Press, the book features local reci- 
pes and ingredients from area farms and 
perfect gift for any Boston localvore 
(someone who eats only locally produced 
and locally grown food). 


EMPS 
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LOCAL CRAFTS Hive 


And when stores stock things people 
actually want to buy, their shelves 
empty quickly. “Things that come 

from the area tend sell faster 
than other items in our inventory,” 
says Jeralyn Mason, 
co-owner of the new 
Allston consignment 

Rescue. Rescue 

takes a fresh approach 
Mason pays clients 

up-front either cash 
or store credit for their 
trendy used clothes, 
bags, belts, and shoes. 
Those need little 
extra dough before the 
holiday shopping kicks 
off should stop the 
store 252 Brighton 
Avenue. 

Shopping locally 
also prevents against 
brain drain. “We 
have all these great 
schools — the Museum 
School, RISD, the New 
England Institute of 
Art. And where are 
these students going?” 
asks Val Fox, who 
last month launched 
a weekly boutique 
market for indepen- 
dent local designers, 
called Design Hive, 
Cambridge’s Maria 
Baldwin School. 
going New 
York. Why would we want to send our 
resources and dollars to New York?” 
Design Hive flea market sorts 
for local up-and-coming designers and 
artists. Prices are reasonable enough 
for everyday shoppers, and each week 
the cast of vendors rotates. A local 
deejay spins music, and many of the 
offerings from vintage boots 
earrings made out old typewriter 
keys — are recycled and repurposed. 

“When people food shopping, 
they want to know what they’re put- 
ting into their bodies,” Fox explains. 
“This lets people know what’s going 
their bodies.” Design Hive open 
every Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm. Let 
designhivemarket.com be your guide 
for the recessionista on your holiday list. 

“Shopping locally is the number- 
one way solve this economic crisis,” 
Hammel concludes. Which is not to 
say that you should run out and con- 
vert your dollars and coins locally 
coined currency, start eating all- 
local diet, find recycled car that 
runs locally grown corn. “The best 
way solve this problem buying 
the things you need and can use not 
spending extravagantly and buying 
them from your friends and neigh- 
bors,” says 


julia Rappaport isn't leaving her block this year, 
you'll all getting something from the 
locally owned newsstand on the corner. She 
can be thanked at julia.rappaport@gmail.com. 
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GEEKY GIFTS 101 


INTRODUCTION BUYING THINGS YOU DON’T COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND 


_BY GEQRGIANA COHE 


melly Yankee Candle for 
oe. Check. Tie for 
Dad? Got it. Toy dump truck 
for Tommy? Yup. Man, this holiday 
shopping stuff easy. Now, who’s 
next?...Um...Hmmm.” 

Perhaps you've reached that point 
on your holiday shopping list. The 
“hmmmm” moment when you say to 
yourself, “Now, I love them to death, 
but when they mention ‘Firefly,’ I don’t 
think they're talking about lightning 
bugs in jars.” Ah, yes. Your friend, 
the geek. The nerd. Whatever. Setting 
aside the great intellectual debate over 
which means what and does PC really 
apply here all, you’re impasse. 

A geek’s cultural navigations may 
vary from yours, going down corri- 
dors where not equipped fol- 
low. Because, let’s face it, your grasp 
of the difference between Star Wars 
and StarTrek is fragile, at best. You 
haven't the faintest idea what types 
of books are found in the 700s of the 
Dewey Decimal System. The last time 
you played with action figures, you 
still ate paste. 

While it’s impossible to provide a 
comprehensive overview the types 
of gifts that might fit the bill for the 


th Ligh 
if 


Chrononauts (right) 
make history 


pocket-protector guy gal your 
life, there are several universally 
appropriate niches which you can 
safely shop. May the force . . . er, the 
holiday spirit . . . be with you. 


NOT CANDY 

LAND ANYMORE 

Many geeks are gamers. What that 
actually means will vary from geek 

to geek — video games, role-playing 
games, poker, you name it. But board 
games are a standard of the geek 
world. One of most classically nerdy 
board games is SCRABBLE, what with 
its reliance on vocabulary and strat- 
egy. But there’s whole other class 
games not likely find the 
shelf at Target. 

Looney Labs small, indepen- 
dent game-development and retail 
company offering host card 
games appealing to many brands of 
geekdom. FLUXX, one the compa- 
ny’s flagship games, starts with one 
rule — draw one, play one — but the 
rules evolve as the game progresses. 
One minute the goal is to collect 
Milk and Cookies, but that can soon 
change to Death and Taxes. (Look, 
you knew it was gonna be like this.) 
Special editions 
include ZOMBIE, 
MONTY PYTHON, 
and ECOFLUXX. 

CHRONONAUTS 
for the history 
buffs. Players 
have the chance 
alter the 


on 


timeline of history to 

achieve their goal 

which could mean 

sparing Abraham 

Lincoln from assas- 

sination and having 

Adolf Hitler meet 

such fate. (Don’t forget 

the Early American expansion set, 
which allows your timeline to stretch 
back to Colonial times.) 

More mathematically minded? Try 
SET, the confounding game Set 
Enterprises in which players must 
identify set three cards among 
12 on the table — easier said than 
done. QUIDDLER, created by the same 
mental sadists, spiritual cousin 
Scrabble, which players convert 
hands of cards bearing letters into 
words. Gaming on a budget? Check 
out CHEAPASS GAMES, cardboard and 
paper board games that are low on 
frills but high on devils, bunnies, 
and ham. (Just learn to accept state- 
ments like that, okay?) 


SERIES TUBES 


Geeks cluster online, for sure, but 
their worldwide destinations run the 
gamut. one recent online meme can 
be said to have transcended genres of 
geekdom, it could be the LOLCAT. But 
why let the Internet have all the fun 
when your very own home office 
can become a testament to sentient 
cats with poor icanhas- 
cheezburger.com, the LOLCat Mecca, 
you can buy magnetic poetry sets that 
include words such as “kitteh,” “catur- 
day,” “intarwebs” and “purrito” so you 
can create your own LOLCats verses 


foot- 
tall Batwing 


your refrigerator. That’s right, 
your tabby, too, can utter the timeless 
phrase can has bukkit?” For further 
showing off, you can buy | CAN HAS 
CHEEZBURGER? A LOLCAT COLLECKSHUN, 
the coffee-table book (priced right 
just around bucks) that includes the 
200 favorite captioned feline portraits 
generated in the site’s storied, nearly 
two-year (believe it) history. 
lsewhere online, services have 
cropped indulge the quintes- 
sentially geeky need to catalogue, tag, 
archive, and share media and informa- 
tion all types. The photo site FLICKR, 
the online book catalog 
and the Web diary LIVEJOURNAL all offer 
paid memberships that provide signifi- 
cant perks to users. 
Along the same line, some the 
nore popular podcasts or, the 
analog world, radio programs — for 
nerdy types come from National 
Public Radio. In the NPR ONLINE GIFT 
SHOP, you can indulge tote bags, 
T-shirts, and other merchandise 
touting support for nerdtastic public- 
radio programming after all, who 
want sip green tea from 
his Wait, Wait... Don’t Tell Me! mug? 


TOY STORY 
The things about geeks and toys 
is that ACTION FIGURES and the like 
just playthings; they are en- 
ablers for overactive imaginations. 
They are also probably the best work- 
place/bookshelf/desktop emblem 
a favorite fandom. Marvel Comics or 
DC? Transformers or GI Joe? Brand 
new, retro-style, or genuine vintage? 
many options, many possibili- 
ties. Remember the scene in Spaceballs 
where Dark Helmet caught playing 
with his “dolls”? Every geek does it. 
(But please, don’t call them dolls.) 
While this particular gift guide 
isn’t focusing on electronics, video- 
game fandoms both old and new are 
well-represented the toy aisle. But 
really get points, old school. 
figurine the latest cloak-and- 
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swagger action hero from Bloodbath 
jumbo-size stuffed power-up 
mushroom from Super Mario Bros.? 
Relatedly, many Asian-themed 
stores, well outlets such 
Newbury Comics, offer wide selec- 
tion Japanese BLIND BOXES, which 
are various toys packaged identi- 
cal boxes you’re not sure what 
exactly getting. could 

adorable 
green frog, 


THE JITTERBUG 

Caffeine mainstay many peo- 

lives nowadays, but geeks take 

its rush whole new level, 

and may appreciate taking 

more diligent, hands-on, rule- 

driven, ritualistic approach 

their coffee-making with 

FRENCH PRESS. The two-cup size 

both convenient workplace appli- 
ance and conversation piece. 


THINKGEEK.COM, you can combine 
could squat, the love good caffeine buzz 
deadly android. with affection for covalent 
great desk fodder. ceramic mug, 
indulgence for depicting the 


geeks LEGO, 
best 
export since ham. 
Whether it’s care- 


fully constructing 

(and testing) the 

catapult from a "Vg 

foot-tall Batwing ‘ 


from Batman- 
branded set, LEGCO 
provides opportunity for 
assembly and display both 
cornerstones the geek-toy 
experience. And 2009 is a landmark 
date, Pirate LECO returns the 
scene after 12-year absence. Yarr! 


INSCRUTABLE SNACKS 
More than one staple the geek diet 
comes from the Far East. Only true 
geek could appreciate something like 
RAMUNE, the tasty Japanese soda that 
you dislodge marble from 
the neck the bottle before you can 
drink it. Then, there’s the colorful 
cornucopia ASIAN CANDIES. Whether 
you gift-wrap wasabi-coated peas, kiwi 
gummy candies, chocolate-filled 
koala biscuits, the kooky flavor-blends 
offered Japanese candies are likely 
entice geeky The best bet 
the import shelf could POCKY, 
cracker sticks coated deli- 
cious flavors, such as almond, 
chocolate, strawberry, and 
orange and don’t forget 
the mysterious allure 
dark-chocolate-dipped 
Pocky.” PRETZ, 
offers cracker sticks 
tomato, bacon, and other 
savory tastes. 

course, there’s 
always BUBBLE TEA, the 
tapioca-infused drink 
choice for many geeks. 
You could buy gift card 
some local purveyor 
bubble, tea, 
but why not get bubble- 
tea kit your nerd can 
enjoy lychee-flavored tea 
and tapioca pearls with his 
her very own wide straw 
the comfort home? 


structure 
the caffeine 
molecule. That 
way, everyone 
will understand 
the depth 
your geek’s 
appreciation 
for that most 
delightfully pro- 
ductive meld 
hydrogen, oxy- 
gen, carbon, and 
nitrogen atoms. 
ThinkGeek also 
offers caffeinated root beer, candy, 
lip and soap. Trying 
wean yourself off the bean? They sell 
metered caffeine inhalers. 


WORD NERDS 

subgenre nerd-dom that 

can’t avoided librarian chic. 
BUYOLYMPIA.COM, small online retailer 
focusing handmade goods, you can 
buy host items with the READING 
SEXY mantra, including bumper stick- 
ers, Mugs, Magnets, hoodies, mes- 
senger bags, and, course, T-shirts. 
There are also FUTURE LIBRARIAN shirts 
and buttons, featuring the emblematic 


reading 


sexy 


Caffeinated 
lip balm 
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librarian glasses. Looking for 
gender equality your bookish 
endeavors? Check out the bespec- 
tacled, turtlenecked male icon 
the GUYBRARIAN tees. The Web-comic 
QUESTIONABLE CONTENT (questionable- 
content.net ) also offers a great T-shirt 
this mold, evoking Thomas Dolby’s 
classic with the phrase SHE BLINDED 
WITH LIBRARY SCIENCE alongside 
picture the bun-wearing, knee-sock- 
hiking, Mary Jane-shod stereotype 
all so adore. 

(While we’re on the topic, here's 
a hint. Web-comics, in general, 
tend have lot great merch 
that, while usually spawned 
from inside jokes the 
strips, pretty hilarious 
and has a relatively general jf 
appeal. least general 
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and appealing some- 

thing like the FUTURE 

CORPSES OF AMERICA T- , 

shirt inspired the 
comic CAT AND can mushroom 


considered.) 


MODEL “T” 
When all else fails, the safest bet 
for nerd any stripe T-shirt. 
Valued for its durability, versatility, 
and timelessness, the T-shirt is the 
ideal medium for conveying your 
geeky sentiment choice. THREAD- 
LESS.COM has emerged the king 
the online T-shirt retailers, and 
for good reason. You can get snap- 
pily designed tees with slogans such 
TRAVEL, MEET LAST THURSDAY 
INTERPRETIVE DANCE, pictures 
Superman heat-visioning his own 
dinner unicorns fornicating 
against rainbow backdrop. 
Back buyolympia. 
com, you can tell the 
world that you heart 
public transporta- 
tion that 
graphic designer 
who favors CMYK 
over RGB and 
Helvetica over 
Garamond, or that 
tough moments 
you ask yourself, 
WHAT WOULD DEVO 
Do? 
Thinkgeek.com, 
course, offers healthy 
selection apparel encompassing 
the full geek spectrum. got 
the shirt with the built-in HELLO, 
NAME tag already filled with 


Inigo Montoya, a shirt with a Super 
Mario Bros. question block and the 


assessment HIT THAT, even, yes, 


genuine chain-mail tee. 


Buying for code-head? How 
about shirt with properly validat- 
ing </Bopy> front and back — or, as 
perhaps something everyone can 
understand, <GEEK> and </CEEK>. 

Some people say better 
give than receive, but don’t 
surprised while perusing these 
geeky gift options, you find yourself 
lingering over the LEGO, weighing 
the merits serif versus sans-serif 
fonts, or asking a waitress, “I can 
has Diet Coke?” Truly, the great- 
est gift you can give yourself that 
self-realization this case, 
embracing your own inner geek. And 
when you're ready tell the world, 
don’t worry there’s T-shirt out 
there that can the job. 


Georgiana LOLCat named Quidder 
swallowed tapioca-infused Firefly and 
turned into inaction figure. cur- 
rently browsing the Archie McPhee holiday 
catalogue for replacement and can 
reached georgy@leadpencil.net. 
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RARE TREATS 


THERE ARE FOODIE CONSUMERS AND THERE ARE FOODIE CREATORS, 


BUT THEY ALL APPRECIATE SOMETHING UNUSUAL 


dined you, they’ve wined 
you with meals both wonder- 
ful and offal. Now it’s time to 
return the favor and give the gift 
taste. But as you scout around for that 
perfect present for the foodie friend, 
keep one thing mind. Foodies come 
in two varieties: those who want to 
taste the sublime and those who need 
to create it as well. To illustrate, the 
former may love that mail-order TUR- 
DUCKEN ($129, cajun-shop.com). The 
latter would prefer the backyard turkey 
fryer, few free-range birds, and coun- 
ter space wild. 
Shop easy. Plenty both kinds 
ne of gifts abound, often at the same 
stops. Between spice stores, specialty 
and ethnic groceries, and the self- 
proclaimed gourmet outlets, you can 
find last-minute gifts put together 
menu the making. Cranted, the 
first these outlets caters specifically 
to the would-be chefs among us. 


TICKLE THE TONGUE 
Inman Square’s Christina’s Spice 
& Specialty Foods (1255 Cambridge, 
Street, Cambridge, 617.576.2090), a 
next-door neighbor its amazing ice- 
cream-shop sister, isn’t fancy. Most 
its spices come glasine envelopes 
like the addictive substances they 
are. But addition being reli- 
able source hot smoked paprika (or 
hot, unsmoked, smoked peppers 
of a half dozen other varieties), this 
little storefront getting into the gift 
act. PEPPER TOWERS and SALT SAMPLER 
STACKS ($8.99, five varieties each) 
all come tied with ribbon allow 
for some fairly easy tasting. Throw 
some truffle oil and got the 


perfect gourmet popcorn pack. Fleur 
sel Hawaiian pink salt? Let your 
buddies decide. 

The goliath spice mail order, 
Wisconsin-based Penzey’s, opened 
its Arlington outpost (1293 Mass Ave, 
Arlington, 781.646.7707) a few years 
back and still beckons chefs search 
ginger-like galangal the sweet- 
sour mahlab (sour-cherry pit). And 


though tempting look down 
one’s ever-so-sensitive nose the idea 
Midwestern spice store, Penzey’s 
signature blends make good gifts for 
those who want get busy the 
kitchen but also want some guidance. 
Get your foodie friends something 
they’ve likely never had, like the 
ETHNIC MILWAUKEE BOX (523.49, for four 
varieties mixes). The Galena Street 


_BY CLEA SIMON 


particularly nice, salty-sweet 
barbecue rub laced with nutmeg. 
Plus, they pack their gift packages 
with bay leaves, cinnamon sticks, and 
whole nutmegs filler. 

Not quite ready for Milwaukee? Hit 
the Eastern Mediterranean with one 
Ana Sortun’s new SPICE MIXES 
($12). A beribboned stack of spices, 
just enough play with, may contain 
Egyptian dukkah, tangy za’ater, 
Persian spice, baharet, and ras el han- 
nouk. These samplers and other good- 
ies are on offer at the Oleana chef’s 
new bakery-café, Sofra (One Belmont 
Street, Cambridge, 617.661.3101). Add 
bag sweet-and-salty hazelnuts 
($12) quince marmalade with orange 
blossom ($7) to complete the treat. 


STANDBY SNACKS 

A little too hands-on? For most foodies, 
the classics can still enchant. Consider 
CHEESE SAMPLER from Formaggio 
Kitchen (244 Huron Avenue, Cam- 
bridge, 617.354.4750), featuring the 
pick the day British, blue, doz- 
en other varieties ($65.95 for about two 
pounds). Of course, an ounce or two of 
CAVIAR will surely welcomed the 
economy tanks. The Iranian version is 
a tad difficult to find, since our liberal 
community frowns the overfishing 
Caspian Sea sturgeon, well the 
accompanying outrageous prices, But 
the Gourmet Boutique (Westin Copley 
Hotel, 10 Huntington Avenue, Boston, 
617.266.2906) has farmed white stur- 
geon from California ($79.99/ounce), 
Russian sturgeon ($99.99/ounce), and 
delicate wild hackleback ($24.99/ounce) 
Continued on p 22 


CHRISTMAS CHEESE With 
imports from Britain (left), blue 
(center), and standards 


(right), you can keep your favorite 
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Trade city traffic for dogsled ride when you bring your family Mount 


Washington Resort: the skybridges our new canopy tour the slopes New 


largest ski area, the mountain air and unhurried pace will leave you 


time for everything especially each other. And it’s just 2.5 hours from Boston. 


Open this winter: 25,000 square foot Spa Canopy Tour 


All rates now include skiing or riding at BrettonWoods, New Hampshire's largest ski a 
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LIMITED DISCOUNTED 


Step back time 
Oaxaca, Mexico at... 


Always fresh. 
Always pure. 
Everyday. 


Try our Colorado Chicken, Tofu Burritos 


Homemade Tamales! 


1728 Mass Ave., Cambridge 149 First St., Cambridge 
1294 Beacon Coolidge Corner 
366 Washington Street, Brighton, 02135 


All our sauces and marinades, including our hot sauce, 


are made the with fresh 


Continued from p 20 
on hand, plus nifty little MOTHER-OF- 
PEARL SERVING SPOONS ($24) so that your 
sterling silver won’t mar the delightful 
sea burst of those little bubbles. (Stain- 
less or, heck, plastic 
works just well, but 
doesn't look as nice as a 
gift.) Cardullo’s (6 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge, 
617.491.8888) is showcas- 
ing several domestic op- 
tions, notably THE LITTLE 
PEARL SPOONBILL PADDLE- 
FISH ROE ($36/ounce). For 
the ultimate ready-to-eat 
treat, add some tiny 
pre-made snacks from 
THE LITTLE PEARL BLINI 
($6.99). So much nicer 
than crackers. 
Of course, if you’re 
going old school, what 
about those controver- 
Sial fatted poultry livers? 
Despite the recent coun- 
terrevolution, overturn- 
ing laws against the 
gavage-richened livers, 
a fresh lobe of foie gras 
by itself might take too 
much preparation 
totally gift-worthy, so 
wrap up a nice slab (or, 
okay, can, if the stuff’s 
imported) some creamy 
rich GOOSE MOUSSE 
WITH ARMAGNAC ($29.99 for 11.2 ounces) 
or TRADITIONAL DUCK FOIE GRAS ($40.99 for 
2.6 ounces)? This question taste. 
Do we really have to do it all for you? 
Or how about a TRUFFLE? No, not the 
chocolate kind. The pungent roasted- 
ping-pong-ball-looking fungi, the 
Europhiles’ version of durian, designed 
either make you swoon gag. For 
umami addicts, a whole fungi makes 
a nifty treat. Sure, most of us make do 
with truffle oil. But real black truffle 
($89.99 for 1.4 ounces at Gourmet 
Boutique) grated over scrambled eggs 
turns hot comfort food into 
fort food. (For those times when fresh 
isn't available, consider the BLACK TRUF- 
FLE CARPACCIO $29.99; you get 
the flavored oil lagniappe.) 


Scorpion 
pops 


SUGAR-COAT 
Speaking truffles, there anyone 
who doesn’t like chocolates? The sig- 
nature CHOCOLATE MICE ($2.75 and up) 
L.A. Burdick’s Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, 617.491.4340) 
are always nice (we’re par- 
tial the dark chocolate 
orange rodents), but why 
not push the envelope 
with an EARL GREY TRUFFLE 
($15/quarter pound), 
flavored with tea and, 
course, bergamot oil? Bea- 
con Hill Chocolates (92B 
Pinckney Street, Boston, 
617.725.1900) May not 
make its own product, but 
the sweets they sell from 
both Belgian and domes- 
tic sources can still tickle 
the fancy. 
Yes, the CARAMEL SUSHI is 
tempting, but wouldn’t 
you rather give the LAVEN- 
DER BLACK PEPPER, the OC- 
CUMARIAN with its hint of 
hot pepper, or the MARTINI 
TRUFFLE, laced with 
Goose vodka (all $2.25/ 
piece)? throw over the 
outdated idea of chocolate 
altogether and show 
with a box of TURKISH DE- 
LIGHT, those delicate little 
jelly squares that have 
entranced Middle Eastern 
children and fans C.S. Lewis for 
decades. Sevan’s Bakery (599 Mt. Au- 
burn Street, Watertown, 617.924.9843) 
has a half-dozen varieties (boxes $4.99 
and up; $6.99/pound unboxed), never 
mind enough tahini, nuts, and dried 
fruits create your own filling killers. 

Let's face it, counterintuitive — or 
just plain weird treats are what 
your foodie friend wants. ICED TEA 
CANDY ($2.99), for example, tastes 
just like milky, sweetened iced tea 
without the refreshing liquid quality 
(it may the least appetizing offer- 
ing among the wonderful nuts and 
sweets at Fastachi, 598 Mt. Auburn 
Street, Watertown, 617.924.8787). Or 
check out Cardullo’s SCORPION LOL- 
LIPOPS ($2.99) in banana, strawberry, 
blueberry, Sadly, the WHITE 
CHOCOLATE-COVERED ANTS are currently 
out of stock. 

Of course, a fruit basket is (almost) 
always welcome. Russo’s (560 Pleasant 
Street, Watertown, 617.923.1500) can 
probably throw something together. 
Let’s see, few those goliath 

PERSIMMONS ($1.39 each) that are just 
coming into season, 
HAND CITRON ($5.98/Ib) for sheer 
cteepiness and lovely lemon 


fa L/ scent, and a few RAMBUTAN 


the aptly named 
“hairy fruit” — for color. What 
foodie could resist? 


Clea Simon, who, due to a sluggish 
economy, will be gifting everyone with 
homemade jerky this season, can be 
reached at cleas@earthlink.net. 
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ROUND TRIP TRANSPORTATION 
LIFT TICKET starting 


FRIDAY SUNDAY service begins 1/4/09. 
DETAILS 


FEEL THE MUSIC 


MAY THE LAST GENERATION GIVE TANGIBLE TUNES FOR CHRISTMAS 


_BY DANIEL BROCKMAN 


ith uncertainty, doubt, 
poverty, environmental 
devastation, looming scar- 

city, and event-level extinction staring 
down the distance, personally 
find it comforting that the current 
single the country has 
a chorus that goes “I'll gas up the jet 
for you tonight, and baby we can go 
wherever you like.” Why? Because as 
ridiculous sentiment is, the 
role our pop stars has never been 
to address serious issues: it’s been to 
further our own ridiculous ambitions, 
to dream the impossible dream, to live 
our life there’s tomorrow, and 
ultimately, to give false hope to those 
that need it most. 

And you know who needs false hope 
right now, among others? The major 
record labels, are pulling out all the 
stops release plethora new and 
re-issue albums in the hopes that they 
can pump some blood back into what 
is increasingly looking like a moribund 

anchor for their business model — the 
physical recorded musical album. 

Whit does this mean for you, Joe or 
Jane Consumer, as you run to the shops 
to spend your ever-dwindling dispos- 
able income frivolous and pop 

music? It means that you live in historic 
you get at least one more chance 
to ride on a dinosaur, to be the last 
generation, perhaps, to say “I got this 
ncredibly rad box set for Christmas” or 
“IL stood in line at midnight to pick upa 
copy Chinese Democr 


acy 
When you look at it that way, it’s 
t 


st your duty — nay, destiny — 
least peruse this list year-end musical 
for the end- 


tlerings and appr 
ale it represents 


of-civilization fire 
Excelsior! Carpe diem! The future is yours! 


BOX SETS AND RE-ISSUES: 
THE END THE END 
MUSIC (WITH EXTRA 


plethora crazy re-issues hitting the 
shelves and some them are (gulp) 
collections artists who emerged post- 
box-set-era themselves. 


THE COMPLETE MOTOWN #1’S BOX 

Often, box sets add un- 
necessary supplements to well-known 
but the best ones pare down 
limitless musical material into a com- 
prehensible canon. with the 
Motown label's legendary discography. 
Universal off-shoot Hip-O Records 
in the process of exhaustively issuing 
12 box sets containing every single ever 
put out the label, but there has 
some middle ground between that 
kind of obsessiveness and the Murphy 
Brown soundtrack, right? Well, here 
and it’s statement the insane 
success of Hitsville U.S.A. that even 
just limiting the scope of the box of 
pop singles still leaves 

the listener with 191 tracks to wade 
through. 

All the joy, pathos, and drama is 
contained within miniature replica 
of the original Motown building. You 
can listen to the joyous music and 
just imagine, within those hallowed 


Rhino took to heart the scene in 
American Psycho where the titular ’8os 
serial killer, lengthy monologue 
on the enduring legacy of later Gen- 
esis and solo Phil Collins, dismissed 
Gabriel’s Genesis as “too artsy, too in- 
tellectual.” And there certain log- 
ic to that. The Peter 
Gabriel of Genesis, 
before became 
inspirational god- 
head of world music 
in the 80s, was a 
complete and utter 
loon, painting his 
face white, wear- 
ing his hair in an 
inverse mohawk 
and squawk- 

ing songs about 
hermaphro- 

dites and killer 
plants on top 

of overly busy 
polyrhythmic 
mumbo jumbo. 
But the same 
time, the band 
had power 

and naive over-ambition that 


dance-floor abandon as New Order, 
they also ushered in a new era of 
the pop single. They released song 
after song that became massive hits 
with corresponding album. “Blue 
Monday” became the best-selling 
12-inch single history, yet 
if you just bought New Order’s 
albums, you'd be in the dark 
huge part their legacy 
which why these reissues are 
so crucial to re-contextualizing 
the groundbreaking new-wave 
band’s music. 


Each album 
included 
accompanied 
album singles 
and B-sides, 


practically 
eclipses the 
album itself. 
Their 1981 
debut, Move- 


cases the 
bonus disc 


1 ment, for 
BONUS DISC DEMOS halls, the backing musicians getting peaked with the watershed example, 
AND RARITIES) screwed out living the beat prog twofer The Lamb Lies Down dark 
When was an adolescent, in the a generation coming of age. “How on Broadway, which isincluded . and ephemeral 
late ‘80s and early ‘90s, wading knee Sweet It Is,” indeed! here, along with every other j - | 4 ot work, from a band 
deep thr box sets bed- Gabriel-era album and cornu- discovering them- 
room, disc four Eric GENESIS: 1970-75 For prog-rock live video footage. selves through 


cometi 
4G SOTRCUIT 


wou 


2s think, “How did my 
ents ever survive without all of the 
c-rock lexicon neatly bundled, 
archived and annotat 
and bonus tracks?” Tv 
it is sometimes s 
till music 


clas 


fans, the recent Genesis deluxe- 
treatment remasters have been tor- 
ture — even greater torture than the 
constant humiliation and self-hatred 
comes with being prog-rock 


1 in the fir 


st place. Ine 
vard chron 


nN th 
put off the 


NEW ORDER: MOVEMENT/ 
POWER, CORRUPTION & LIES 
/ LOW-LIFE / BROTHERHOOD / 
(COLLECTOR'S EDITION) 
When the three 
members of Joy Division 


hied their an 


guish 


ad singer's su 


int 


embryonic mem- 
clarion chime of 
ny” after the dreariness 
nt c loser “Denial” is like wak- 
) ston a nightmare to a sunny 
Similar epiphanies await the 


rest of these crucial re-issues. 


Continued on p 26 
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PAVEMENT: BRIGHTEN THE CORNERS, 
NICENE CREEDENCE EDITION 
Pavement were not the only '90s band 
of self-styled musical amateurs to be 
put pedestal burgeoning al- 
ternative fanbase, only disappoint 
with actually learning how write 

a song and play their instruments on 
the way becoming professional mu- 
sicians. This double-disc re-issue of 
1997's Brighten the Corners, removed by 
11 years from the context of alt.rock’s 
crumbling final moments, reveals 

a rough-and-tumble band of record 
collectors turning into accomplished 
songwriters par with their clas- 
sic-rock The re-issue includes 

truckload live and radio sessions 
from the time, well essential 
B-sides, such as “No Tan Lines” and 
“Cherry Area” from the Shady Lane 

EP, that showed chief Pavedude Ste- 
phen Malkmus crawling out from 
underneath his Mark E. Smith wor- 
ship crystallize his own idiosyn- 
cratic and vaguely creepy classic-rock- 
weirdo vibe. 


NEIL YOUNG: SUGAR MOUNTAIN 
LIVE CANTERBURY HOUSE 1968 
£) There’s still plenty of time 
for Neil 
pulla 
Lucy with 
the foot- 
ball on us 
with The 
Archives Vol. 
1. Rumors 
began 
swirling 
around 
this set 
literally 20 years ago; it’s (finally) 
allegedly scheduled for release 
January as a set of 10 Blu-ray discs 
(for now). In the meantime, you can 
tide over the Neil fan you know with 
this oft-bootlegged solo acoustic 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, set that pre- 
dates Young’s eponymous debut. 


BLOODY VALENTINE: ISN'T 
ANYTHING / LOVELESS (sony amc. ime 
Any long-time MBV fan is, nature, 
human punching bag. Waiting 
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psychological gains come 
musical one-upmanship, 
where the gift one gives 

Says more about the 

one giving than the 

one receiving. It’s like 
P an unspoken inner dia- 

logue between giver and 
getter. the spirit 
the holidays and the deep psycho- 
logical dysfunction that will surely 

come the surface 
when families 
get together 
exchange pleasantries, 
here are some this 
holiday’s hottest new 
albums, with the tran- 
scripts those unspo- 


blo 


ken dialogues. 
years for anything 
from a hero — a sign, ait ae FALL OUT BOY: FOLIE A 


just pure debasement. They might as 
well scream the world, “Go ahead, 
abuse me all you want, you can’t 
guitarist/frontperson Kevin Shields.” 


FATHER I don’t understand you, son, 
but these fellows seem to wear simi- 
lar eyeliner you. Plus, their new 
album features someone uncharacter- 
istic and unexpected guest appearanc- 


what better way acknowledge Debbie 
your friend loved one’s true nature Harry, Elvis 
than give him her envelope Costello, and 
containing an IOU that states, in Kanye West, 
late January, if there are no further which should 


delays, you will order them the 
import remaster MBV’s two classic 
long-players, and that said collections 
may perhaps contain bonus mate- 
rial and/or liner notes from Kevin 
Shields himself. The remasters may 
even sound better, just different 
some way, from the same boring 
old CDs that she’s been wearing 
out since college. Either way, the 
time comes out, the pound sterling 
might have come down enough for 
this not to cost you a month’s rent in 


interest- 
ing to you for 
least few 
seconds before 
you back 

to your video 
games and other electronic avoidance 
techniques. 

SON Um, I haven’t been into these 
guys since was middle school, but 
thanks for the drink coaster. 


CAT POWER: DARK END 


dollars. THE STREET 

SENSITIVE BOYFRIEND Since this is our 
HOT ALBUM STOCKING first Christmas together, meeting 
STUFFERS, OR, THE COUCH: family and all, I’m giving you 
GIVE THE GIFT MUSIC? deep affection for eccentric chicks. 


You know what? You need to know 
someone pretty well to get them a 
box set. Because box sets are 


Also, Cat Power, a/k/a Chan Mar- 
shall, does unrecognizable covers 
of the Pogues, Otis Red- 


expensive, the program- 


ming has to be pretty much 
on the moncy. My wife and 
I have a euphemism for an 


ding, and Creedence, 
among others. 
GIRLFRIEND-UNTIL-AFTER- 
THE-HOLIDAYS First, who 


you that shows how little 

the giver knows you and for springing for the 

your tastes: “The Winger between-major-albums 

Box Set.” Your aunt would ~ . low-budge covers EP. 

get you that, thinking, “Oh, Once we're out of egg- 

he likes rock music, he’ll love this,” nog land, you’re history. 

not understanding the nuanced 

difference between the lameness KANYE WEST: 808S HEARTBREAKS 

Kip Winger and the relative (ROC-A-FELLA/ISLAND/DEF 

awesomeness of, well, pretty much LONG-SUFFERING HUSBAND OF ARTIFICIAL- 

anything else. INTELLIGENCE SCIENTIST Perhaps 
Psychologists say often the get her the new Kanye, the album’s 

giver, rather than the recipient, unusual juxtaposition doomed 

who reaps the biggest psychological romantic love and almost irrational 

blessings from gift. the case fascination with auto-tuned vocals 

post-baby boomer music snobs, these will remind her the husband back 


are you calling crazy? 
And second, thanks 


» home that she never sees. 


Perhaps the album’s 808 
drum-machine orthodoxy 
will make her pine for the 
beat another human 
heart next hers. Ulti- 


mately, Mr. West’s strange 
treatise the merging 
man and machine and 
their shared heartbreak 
over the fleeting nature love 
cause her flee her studies and return 
the one thing that constant 
this crazy world: me! 
SCIENTIST WIFE Ugh, don’t 
hear enough voices 
work when will this trend end? 


GUNS ROSES: CHINESE 
DEMOCRACY 

RIP VAN WINKLE My, certainly feel 
relaxed and rested after having been 
asleep these 
past 17 years! 
And look, here 
lam, amid 

throng 
Christmas 
shoppers 
front some 
store called 
Best Buy, 
whatever that 
is, where they are apparently exclu- 
sively selling new Guns Roses 
album crazy, didn’t those guys just 
put out a new album? Oh well, I think 
will purchase copy Slash Co.’s 
new masterpiece for wife and 
children, wherever they are! 

WIFE AND CHILDREN Didn’t down- 
load most these tracks torrent 
two years ago? 


NICKELBACK: DARK HORSE 
MUSIC SNOB ONE think friend, 
Music Snob Two, will happy 
receive this platter his stocking. 
Either he’ll love ironically for its 
jarringly predatory sexual overtones 
that are uncomfortable your 
uncle hitting your girlfriend 
holiday party, he’ll love genu- 
inely because 
can appre- 
ciate how the 
band, on their 
sixth album, 
have finally 
broken with 
their typical 
cookie-cutter 
overmelodra- 
matic grunge- 
lite create work quizzically 
dancey-yet-anthemic shit-kicking 
hard rock that isn’t that far from, 
say, Eliminator-era ZZ Top. 

MUSIC SNOB TWO Good fucking lord, and 
to think I got you that awesome IOU 
for those Bloody Valentine import 
CDs our friendship over. 


Daniel Brockman promises grateful 
for anything he gets, even a best-of - 
Norman Greenbaum re-issue. can 
reached at brockman.daniel@gmail.com. 
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WORRIED ABOUT 
PLAYING FULL OUT? 


ahead... 
We'll get out what you get 
Getting stains out what 
best. 


BEST 
BOSTON 


2007 


ChampionsBoston.com 


617-236-5800 x6936 “We put the green dry cleaning” 


www.clevergreencleaners.com 


Toxin free cleaning that 
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STOP DREAMING 
START RIDING. 


Join us at the NEW Spruce Camp Base Lodge featuring the 
www.learntosnowboard.com Adult, Women's, and Kids’ Burton Learn Ride Programs. 


XPERIENCE 
ENGLA 


Step back time authentic 
Hotel America and discover 


Minutes nearly 300 Trails Ski Ride 
Ski, and Tax-free Shopping 
Quintessential 
Mountain Village Escape 
For teservations & Details: 4 


ase online SUMMERSHACKGIFTCARD.COM 


purch 
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THE 2008 HEROIC HOLIDAY DVD AND BLU-RAY GIFT GUIDE 


_BY BRETT MICHEL 


his year will remembered 

for many things, not least 

which will the imploding 
economy or the stunning election of 
the nation’s first black president 
the midst (and partially because 
of) this financial meltdown. But, at 
the end this month, when 
deciding between making December’s 
mortgage payment spending just 
little bit more for little (or big) Billy’s 
holiday gift, keep mind that dear, 
cute Billy will always fondly remem- 
ber 2008 as the year that his beloved 
superheroes whammed! and powwed! 
their way onto the plateau enter- 
tainment media. 

From the shining big-screen debut 

Iron Man the large amounts 
green produced the Incredible 
Hulk, this was the year the public 
couldn’t get enough their favor- 
ite Even Indiana Jones 
escaped the clutches the AARP just 
long enough raped Steven 
Spielberg and Lucas. And 
audiences welcomed that sight 
hungrily they would 
the latest Saw install- 
ment. Fittingly, it was 
the darker side of hero- 
ism that truly grabbed the 
world by the nuts, from 
The Dark Knight straight 
the dawn of a gritty new James Bond 


adventure. Damn, everybody loves 
them some nuts these days. 


So, whether you celebrate 
Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, 
Change (Yes, you can!), give that smiling 
cherub the special movie series 
DVD that he’s been dreaming of. 
Heck, Billy has access that spiffy 
50-inch HDTV that you can longer 
afford, why not destroy just a little 
bit more that credit and buy him 
copy Blu-ray, with its superior 
picture and sound fidelity? Sure, come 
this time next year, might not have 
roof over his head, even clothes 
on his back, but the truly important 
thing that this holiday have 
smile his sweet, hypothetical face. 

Actual loved ones will probably 
enjoy the following silver discs 
well, even if they’re not the metal 
kind that will help them pay their 
rent. And, hey! Keep in mind that 
the prices noted below are only the 
suggested retail prices. In most cases, 


the discs can purchased for signifi- 
cantly less online, at e-retailers such 
as Amazon, or even in local brick- 
and-mortar retailers such Newbury 
Comics. Speaking 


ANIMATED (GIFT) EXCHANGE 
Just released December 9, Christopher 
Nolan’s long-awaited bat-film THE DARK 
KNIGHT (DVD, $28.98; two-disc special- 
edition DVD, $34.98; Blu-ray, $35.99; 
limited-edition Blu-ray with Batpod, 
$64.98), the sequel to his quaint-by- 
comparison Batman Begins, can yours 
at last. Unless you were stuck 

inacave (er... 
bat-cave?), then 
aware that 
this film was big- 
ger than Jesus. 
Hell, it was damn 
near Christmas in 
July when Nolan’s 
Cotterdammerung 
crucified the 
summer-movie 
competition, earn- 
ing more than a 
half-billion dollars 
in the US alone, 
enough put smile 
any Joker's face. Take that, 
Wall Street! 

Not enough Batman for 
you and yours? How about 
another 35 hours worth 
guano? BATMAN THE COMPLETE 
ANIMATED SERIES ($107.92), a 17-disc 
DVD box set featuring all 109 episodes 
the landmark 1990s series, has 
you covered. 

Robert Downey Jr. as high-flying 

hero Tony Stark in Jon Favreau’s 
surprise blockbuster IRON MAN (DVD, 
$34.99; ultimate two-disc edition 
DVD, $39.99; ultimate two-disc edi- 
tion Blu-ray, $39.99). Mr. Dow mand 
Jr. can also be seen continuins 

his onscreen rehabilitation i in 
Stiller's Vietnam-movie meta-satire, 
TROPIC THUNDER (DVD, $28.98; two- 
disc director’s-cut DVD, $34.98; 


Man 


two-disc director’s-cut Blu-ray, 
$39.99), reaching for an Academy 
Award with his acclaimed Al Jolson 
routine method actor Kirk Lazarus. 

While Downey Jr. was busy setting 

off Oscar’s radar, Edward Norton was 
dipping well below it, slumming 
Bruce Banner in Louis Leterrier’s reboot 
of THE INCREDIBLE HULK (DVD, $29.98; 
three-disc special-edition DVD, $34.98; 
Blu-ray, $39.98). Still, as the box-office 
receipts will attest, some will appreci- 
ate the film's kinetic action. Perhaps 
Granny will appreciate Ang Lee’s more 
cerebral HULK (two-disc special-edition 
DVD, $14.98; Blu-ray, $29.98) and its 
precious, mutated poodles. 

Then again, maybe Zack 
Snyder’s Watchmen is more 
Granny’s speed. (Little Billy sure 
seems excited about it!) Alas, 

Granny won't be able 
to take Billy to see it 
until next March. In 
the meantime, the two of 
them can re-experience 
the sweaty stop-n-go- 
motion of Snyder's big- 
hit, 300 (limited 
collector’s-edition DVD, 
$49.98). If the sword- 
and-sandals epic set 
too far the past 
whip any excitement, 
then surely WALL-E (DVD, 
$29.99; three-disc special- 
edition DVD, $39.99; two-disc Blu-ray, 
$35.99; three-disc Blu-ray, $40.99), 
another Disney/Pixar masterwork of 
computer animation, set 800 years in 
the future, should do the trick. 

For the rest the animation lov- 
ers out there, Disney has just released 

a gorgeous soth-anniversary edition 

of the classic, cel-animated SLEEPING 
BEAUTY (two-disc platinum-edition 
DVD, $29.99; two-disc platinum-edition 
Blu-ray, $34.99), aS well as WALT DISN 
TREASURES: THE CHRONOLOGICAL DONALD, 
VOLUME FOUR — 1951-1961 ( $32.99), featur- 
ing Donald Duck in his rarely seen 
solo-starring shorts. For the first time 
Continued on p 30 
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Continued from p 29 

on DVD, this final volume includes 
Donald’s CinemaScope cartoons their 
original widescreen format. 

traditional animation 
leaves Billy scratching his head, the 
little moppet will probably enjoy the 
computer-animated high jinks in 
DreamWorks Pictures’ Jack Black- 
voiced KUNG FU PANDA (DVD, $29.99; 
Blue-ray, $39.99), also available in 
a special two-pack, which includes 
THE SECRETS OF THE FURIOUS FIVE (DVD, 
$34.98), follow-up story the karate- 
kicking panda’s cohort. 

Meanwhile, Billy’s sister Susie 
(or perhaps Billy himself; we don’t 
know the kid) might enjoy Disney’s 
straight-to-video TINKERBELL (DVD, 
$29.99; Blu-ray, $34.99), which finds 
the fairy flittering out Neverland 
and discovering her voice in this 
feature-length computer-animated 
tale. Wait — she talks? Does she sing 
too? Who cares, when Suzie can sing 
along with MAMMA MIA! — THE MOVIE 
(DVD, $29.98; two-disc special-edition 
DVD, $34.98; Blu-ray, $39.98), fea- 
turing Streep belting out the 
tunes of ABBA? Just make sure she 
turns down the volume when Pierce 
Brosnan starts to murder a number. 


SHAKEN, STIRED, 

AND TRIPLICATE 

Brosnan was much better gunning 
down goons as James Bond, but he’s 


hung 
nung 


to kill. Luckily, all of 
Brosnan’s Bond adventures can be found 
in the JAMES BOND ULTIMATE COLLECTOR'S 
SET (DVD, $289.98), which collects all 

21 official Bond films into one package. 
(A 22nd, Quantum of Solace, is in theaters 
now.) Prefer a hi-def view to Bond’s kills? 
You can choose armong JAMES BOND BLU-RAY: 
VOLUME ONE ($89.98), a three-filmm set con 
taining Dr. No, Live and Let Die, and Die An- 
other Day; and JAMES BOND BLU-RAY: VOLUME 
TWO ($89.98), a three-film set compris- 
ing two Co 
— From Russia with Love, Thund 
For Your Eyes Only. For the 2 
Bond enthusiast, a new collector’s 


edition of the Daniel Craig-starring 


WD, $29.95; 


two-Disc Blu-ray, $38.96) has also 


re 
Casino Royale (three-disc 


just been released. 

For the Sean Connery fans who 
might not like Bond (they exist?), 
perhaps they’d enjoy his turn as 
Indiana Jones’s dad, which can 
found part Spielberg and 
Lucas’s INDIANA JONES: THE COMPLETE 
ADVENTURE COLLECTION (DVD, 
$99.98), which collects all four Jones 
adventures into one convenient 
set. For those who already own the 
original trilogy, a standalone version of 
2008's INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (DVD, $34.99; two- 
disc special-edition DVD, $39.99; Blu- 
Tay, $39.99) is also available. 

Fans of Lucas’s other trilogies, com- 
pletists that they are, might inter- 
ested the budget-priced repackaging 
of the STAR WARS TRILOGY (DVD, $49.98) 
and the STAR WARS PREQUEL TRILOGY 
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lanet the Apes 


TON PHOENIX 


(DVD, $49.98), which should enough 
hold them over until the inevitable 
Blu-ray releases. not, you could also 
give them copy the computer- 
animated feature film STAR WARS: THE 
CLONE WARS (two-disc special-edition 
DVD, $34.98; Blu-ray, $35.99), the 

only Star Wars film to lose money in the 
theater why not give Lucas your 
dollars now? But, if you’re willing to do 
that, might also suggest you 


RANDOM FILM HARVEST 

GET SMART (DVD, $28.98; two-disc 
special-edition, $34.99; Blu-ray, 
$35.99), starring Steve Carell as Special 
Agent Maxwell Smart, fairly decent 
big-screen update the classic Mel 
Brooks sitcom, which might look good 
sitting the shelf next GET SMART 
THE COMPLETE SERIES GIFT SET (DVD, 
$199.95), a 25-disc set including all 138 
episodes starring Don Adams. 

Get her SEX AND THE CITY — THE MOVIE 
(two-disc special-edition DVD, $34.98; 
Blu-ray, $35.99) and she'll think you’re 
the smartest guy the city. Give her 
SEX AND THE CITY — THE COMPLETE SERIES 
(DVD, $299.98) and you might even get 
some of that sex, unless that sort of 
thing will send you Hell. 

For those into that sort of thing, 
give em Guillermo del Toro’s HELLBOY Il: 
THE GOLDEN ARMY (DVD, $29.98; three- 
disc special-edition DVD, $34.98; DVD 
set, $64.98; Blu-ray, $39.98), 
and they’ll get their superhero fix 
the same time. 

your gift target really interested 
in a tango with Satan (and his or her 
tastes run toward the art house), you 
can better than SATANTANGO 
(DVD, $79.95), a little-seen 1994 black- 
and-white epic by Hungarian auteur 
Béla Tarr that the late Susan Sontag 
hailed as “Devastating, enthralling for 
every minute of its seven hours.” Our 
own Peter Keough referred to the enig 
matic Tarr’s “Beckett-like fabie” as a 
“sui generis masterpiece.” 

Another lengthy masterpiece 
that would make great gift THE 
GODFATHER: THE COPPOLA RESTORATION 
(DVD, $69.99; Blu-ray, $124.99), a comm- 
pilation all three films, looking far 
superior to any previous video release. 
If they can’t get enough of the Mafia, 
they're sure to love THE SOPRANOS — 

THE COMPLETE SERIES (DVD, $399.98), 

a TV landmark that owes Francis 

Ford Coppola kiss the 
hand. 
For any film lovers you'd 
like to send a kiss to, look 
further than the Criterion 

Collection, those purveyors of 

impeccable cinematic taste for 

the home. (Let’s just forget about 
their 1999 release Michael 

Bay’s Armageddon, shall we?) 


CINEMATHEQUE 
FORMIDABLE 

Two years ago, Criterion released 
ESSENTIAL ART HOUSE: 50 YEARS OF 


JANUS FILMS, a 14-pound hardcover, 


linen-bound box set comprising 


240-page, full-color book and DVDs 
(featuring 50 undisputable film clas- 
sics) celebrating the famed film dis- 
tributor with roots Harvard Square’s 
venerable Brattle Theater. However, its 
$850.00 price tag was bit much. Now, 
Criterion has begun releasing the DVDs 
budget-priced chunks. First up? ES- 
SENTIAL ART HOUSE: VOLUME ONE ($99.95), 
seven-film set containing Jean 
Cocteau’s fantasy romance, Beauty and 
the Beast; Jean Renoir’s pacifist master- 
piece, Grand Illusion; Roman 
psychological thriller, the Water; 
Peter Brook’s 1963 adaptation of Wil- 
liam classic fable, Lord ofthe 
Flies; Akira perspective-shift- 
ing Rashomon, and Ingmar Bergman's 
meditation on memory and dreams, 
Wild Strawberries . 

Criterion also celebrates its ongo- 
ing partnership with another classic- 
film distributor with 10 YEARS OF 
RIALTO PICTURES ($149.95), a 10-disc set 

ighlighting the breadth Rialto’s 
growing collection. Included are 
Jean-Pierre Melville’s tragic portrait 
of French resistance fighters, Army 
of Shadows; Robert Bresson’s por- 
trait human greed and folly, 
hazard Balthazar; Jean-Luc Godard’s 
’ B-noir, Band of Outsiders; John 
er’s comical Billy Liar; Luis 
surreal social satire, The 
et Charm of the Bourgeoisie; Alberto 
a’s dark comedy, Mafioso; Jean- 
e Denis’s harrowing Murderous 
iles Dassin’s crime caper, Rififi; 
ol Reed’s unforgettable noir, The 

fan, and Jacques Becker’s crime 

Touchez pas au grisbi. 
t in time for the holidays, 
n has finally decided to enter 
-def frontier. On December 16, 

releasing four films the 
Blu-ray format, each containing the 
wealth of bonus materials consumers 
have come expect, all priced match 
their DVD counterparts. Among the 
first wave of releases: Wes Anderson's 
debut, BOTTLE ROCKET; Wong Kar-wai's 
icon-making CHUNGKING EXPRESS; THE 
THIRD MAN; and Nicolas Roeg’s David 
Bowie-headliner, THE MAN WHO FELL TO 
EARTH ($39.95 each). 

For the Obama supporter in your 
life, why not give them JOHN ADAMS 
(DVD, $59.99) the acclaimed HBO 
miniseries about the life another 
skilled orator, the second president of 
the United States, whose character is 
given great depth Paul Giamatti. Or, 
if they voted for John McCain and miss 
Sarah Palin’s creationist ways, con- 
found them with the five films the 
PLANET OF THE APES 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
COLLECTION (Blu-ray, $139.99) and their 
unique take on evolution. 

you could just give them Jenna 
Jameson in ZOMBIE STRIPPERS (theatrical- 
cut DVD, $24.96; unrated special- 
edition DVD, also $24.96; unrated 
special-edition Blu-ray, $38.96). © 


o 


uwn 


Brett all-time movie hero 
Alan Ladd. figure. can reached 
at kbunky1970@yahoo.com. 


2 
| 
> 
> | 
; 
q 
‘ 
nb 
Strippers 
J 
q 
A > } 
| 


q 


Grve the gift of relaxation! Geft certificates available by phone ant in person 
Surpnse speciats all month. And for the month of December 
-10% off all inman Oasis products! 


soak 


» 


243 Hampshire inman Cambridge 617.491.0176 


= | 
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the mountains Vermont, there ski 


area like other. place where skiing still 
sport, not industry. place where skiing remains 
outdoor adventure pristine, natural setting. 


place perfect, its loyal skiers are banding 
together protect and preserve forever. 


Save Money your 
Christmas Presents! 

Our Racks are Fully Stocked for all 

your Formal and Winter Fashion Needs 


Hundreds New and Resale Mens Suits, 
Sportcoats and Overcoats Wool Fabrics 


Buy Recycled Clothing from Keezers! 
Huge Selection Formal Accessories: 


New Tux Package for Sale $219 Complete 
Tux Rentals $50 All Styles 
Vest Bow Tie: $10 Shoes: $10 


Only Valid Any Day 140 River St. Cambridge, 
Near Central Square 
Great Gift Idea 617-547-2455 Mon-Sat 10-6 
Must be purchased by Dec. 15th Free Parking 


(802) 496-3551 
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HIGH-TECH 
HIGH JINKS 


ANYBODY CAN GIVE ELECTRONICS THAT 
SOMETHING USEFUL, TAKES IMAGINATION 


ike being visited the 

instead of Santa, it looks as if 

Barack Obama going have 
give his beloved BlackBerry not 
long after this holiday season draws 
to a close. 

But being unceremoniously 
stripped his favorite gadget has 
not kept the nation’s most tech-savvy 
president-elect from dreaming big 
his hopes wire the nation for the 
century. Obama plans greatly 
expand broadband access to rural 
areas, hire the nation’s first chief 
technology officer, and broadcast 
weekly “fireside chats” via YouTube. 
first president have computer 
the Oval Office. 

Innovation starts at home, after 
all. One would also presume that 
the White House set outfit- 
ted with all the modern amenities 
the leader of the free world could 
wish for. And it’s fair bet 
renovated to include more green 
technology, too — for instance, 
many observers have suggested that 
Obama re-install solar panels on the 
roof like the ones put in by Jimmy 
Carter back in the ’7os. 


So follow our leader’s lead. "Tis the 
season to fill your own home (and the 
t f your nearest and dearest 

utting-edge technology and 
Le tastr 
atastroph 
gl | dep be d d 
THE BATHROOM 
Ever step blearily into your morning 
shower only to be rudely kened 
} 4 
ng 1 juid 
?Non Not th COLOR- 


CHANGING LED SHOWER HEAD (54 


warmth the flowing tap, feel free 
sing along with the musical num- 
ber your choice, using the TEAR- 
DROP iPOD WATER-RESISTANT BATHROOM 
SPEAKER ($58 mollaspace.com). 
Simply plug your iPod into the 
brightly colored old-school- 
type-thing, close up, 

and hang where thou 

wilt. still not brave 

enough expose 
most prized posses- 
sion running 
water, but, hey, 


maybe you are 4 Thumb 
drives 

THE LIVING 

ROOM 

No, for my money, 

the proper iPod amplification 


side table one’s 

well-appointed living room. 

that end, consider the 

FATMAN iTUBE VALVEDOCK 

($450, or $550 with speakers, 

fat-man.co.uk) supply the 

music for your next party. It takes 

the potentially thin-sounding 

mp3s on your iPod and renders 
hem in lush, rich, and warm- 


nding tones, allowing, as Fat- 
man puts it, “the organic power 
of the analog past [to redeem] the 
sins of the digital present.” 


The next day, 
when all the party 
guests have gone 
home and your hung- 
over ass watching 
movie on the sofa, for 
optimal home-theater 
performance 
want the BUTTKICKER 
LOW-FREQUENCY AUDIO 
TRANSDUCER, which 
shakes your couch 
chair time with the bass 
frequencies the soundtrack 
(various models are available from 
$100 to $600 at 
buttkickergear.com). 
Because 56-inch 
LCD screen and 
surround-sound 
audio just aren’t 
enough: when 
that monster 
lays waste 
Manhattan 
Cloverfield, you’ll wanna 
feel those ominous rumbles the 
seat your pants. 


THE KITCHEN 
The hearth is heaven for gadgeteers. 
The percolator. The 


iPod 
speaker 


something new, such the DOUGH- 
NU-MATIC ($129 at perpetualkid.com), 
which is exactly what you think it is. 
Add dough, flip the switch, and 

seconds the proud new 
owner delicious batch tiny do- 
nuts. Of course, such an indulgent 
breakfast necessitates something 
healthier for lunch. Like yogurt. But 
you don’t like paying for dozen 
so cartons at the store, consider mak- 
ing your own, just like grandma did 
in the Old Country. Except the SALTON 
1-QUART YOGURT MAKER ($26 
amazon.com) makes it easy and mod- 
All you need is some milk, some 
rt culture, and a willingness to 


llion recipes posted online 
s.com and recipezaar.com, 
consider storing your favorites 
n assorted FOOD-SHAPED USB THUMB 
DRIVES — hamburgers, sushi and 


ng than those 


NOW GET UP! 


ke about THE FLIP camc 


\ 
ie 
4 
q 
George Foreman follow basic instructions. 
Grill. But those are What’s for dinner? Consult the 
} 
ashimi, BBQ drumsticks, and more 
> lable for about $15 or so each at 
4 } | 
tenti wh t tl going to make a Paris Hilton 
fying t I y publicatior i that no | 
li run by il nwa I Lal ind is enougn tor one 
turbines. While luxur ing int! Runaway Clocky So instead I'll focus 


Canine cooling vest 


bedroom: the dreaded daily ritual 
waking up. THE PUZZLE ALARM ($52 

latestbuy.com) starts your day 

launching four 3-D puzzle pieces 
into the air and blaring its reveille. 
shut off until gotten 
out of bed, found all four pieces, and 
reassembled them hit with 
your slipper. There’s similar theory 
behind CLOCKY, “the alarm clock that 
runs away” ($50 clocky.net). Yep, 
“Clocky gives you one chance get 
up. But you snooze, Clocky will 
jump off your nightstand and wheel 
around your room looking for place 
hide, beeping all the while. 
have get out bed silence his 
alarm.” What fun! 

For more user-friendly experi- 
ence, try the SUNRISE CLOCK ($89.95 at 
biobrite.com), a “dawn simulator,” 
which mimics (we suppose) the sun 
shining its watts brighter and 
brighter until the appointed wake-up 
time approaches. 


THE DOGHOUSE 

first was gonna write about 
BOWLINGUAL, the Japanese dog-bark 
translator. (“Fido! Speak!” “Why, 
certainly, master. Might finally 
have your permission unwrap the 
canister Snausages® Dog Treats 
that keen sense smell tells 
cached under the Christmas 
tree? They are ever delicious.”) 
Alas, appears they don’t make 
any more even though, this 
writing, a couple are available ($40 
to $50) on eBay. So how abouta 
CANINE EVAPORATIVE COOLING VEST ($59 
at hammacher.com), which allows 
your four-legged 
friend beat 
the heat 
without hav- 
ing resort 
perspiring 
via that loll- 
ing tongue. 
may look 
like dork dressed 
vest all summer, but he’ll 
feel pretty cool. 


CHEAP SPEED 

What told you that you could own 

sexy sports car that leaps from zero 
to 6o in 3.9 seconds and tops out at 125 
mph? That it can travel as much as 244 
miles before needs refueled? 
And that does all this for price 
about penny per mile? You can! It’s 
simple, really. All you need 
secure purchase TESLA ROADSTER, 
which powered rechargeable 
lithium ion battery, pony about 
$100,000 and cool your heels while. 
(You'll have to get behind the likes of 
George Clooney, who’s the exten- 
sive waiting list.) Unfortunately, the 
financial crisis has put severe crimp 
the car’s development and produc- 
tion indeed, the company has been 
laying off workers. But you’re able 
make your loved one the first the 
block with this car of the future, he or 
she’d have have the heart Scrooge 
Not let you drive least once 
while. Especially you also shell out for 
one those GARGANTUAN CAR BOWS 
stick on top ($49, kingsizebows.com). © 


Mike Miliard slept this morning and 
still trying find his alarm clock. can 
reached mmiliard@phx.com. 
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(SNOWBOARDERS) 
First darkside competition for the new winter season. 


Don't miss your chance prove that you didn't 
sit the couch the whole summer. 


(SNOWBOARDERS) 
First the Jib Saw Massacre series for snowboarders this winter. 


JANUARY SAW MASSACRE 
(SKIERS) 


First Jib Saw Massacre series for skiers this season. 


(SNOWBOARDERS) 
Our second snowboarder Jib Saw Massacre the season. 


(SKIERS) 


freestyle competition the park for skiers all ages. 


Hit your friends for cash donate Boarding for Breast Cancer. 


Last rail jam the season with BBQ for loyal Darkside riders 


for the most date information cranmore.com 
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delicious noodles dishes 
fresh juices sake asian beers 


Mon-Fri 1030 8PM 

¢ 617-864-1144 
Service 
617-864-9810 
www.audiolab.com 


ABCD Fuel Assistance 


Can Help MORE Households This Year 


Apply TODAY before 


hippest salon and venuc, funds run out! 
email keep their growing list well coiffed 
* 4 st 
fine just like Birds create, send end their email For the ABCD office nearest you call: 
www.bostonabcd.org 
| 


178 Tremont Street, Boston, 02111 


agamama Audio Lab 
4 tei .¢ OUT eile 
yagamama fane he ah invard square 3 
quincy market building jfk street 
How does Birds Barbershop create some the most stylish 


GLOBE 


BOSTON WINE January 23-25, 2009 


Seaport World Trade Center www.WineExpoBoston.com 


18th Annual 


Featured Culinary Experts From Public 


Ming Tsai Sara Moulton Martin Yan Lidia Bastianich Christina Pirello 

Simply Ming Sara's Weeknight Martin Yan's China Lidia's Italy Christina Cooks 
Meals 


| WINE AND FOUL iT IN NEW EN ¥ ts online a’ + fon. 


‘Purchase your tickets online at www.WineExpoBoston.cc 


Sponsored By: Wine Expo tickets make great gifts! 


ARGENTINA 


888-745-9911 
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GIFT BOOKS FOR EVERY TASTE 


a ho knew? We put out a 
call to our contributors 
suggest appropriate 


holiday gift books and what 
get back? Japanese bondage photos, 

photo-documentary about phone- 
sex workers, The Best of Sexology (the 
mid-2oth century sex “health” mag), 
The Annotated Dracula, a collection of 
Patricia Highsmith’s macabre Ripley 
novels, and book about “the best 
restaurant in the world” that is, 

let’s face it, food porn. Nonetheless, 
were able pull back from the 
abyss the last minute: big book 
about Lincoln can safely given 
Crandma, a book on Jewish LPs will 
make zayde smile, and Peter Ackroyd’s 
“biography” the Thames will keep 
your English prof broth-in-law out 

your face. Throw indefatigable 
film critic David Thomson and book 
about Russia’s cultural silver age, and 
covered. And keep mind, 
the catalogue prices for most these 
luxury volumes have been seasonally 
discounted at most brick-and-mortar 
and Web retailers. Enjoy! 


INTO THE IDEAS, METHODS, AND 
CREATIVITY FERRAN ADRIA 
PHAIDON FERRAN ADRIA, 

ALBERT ADRIA, AND JUL! STOLER 

600 PAGES | $49.95 

If the new Robuchon (Knopf) is food 
porn, then Day elBulli: Insight into 
the Ideas, Methods and Creativity Ferran 
food S&M. You know all those 
dishy trends that annoy when 
they pop hip stateside boites? 
Flavors foam, freeze-dried, and 
deconstructed dishes? came 
with them, and this luxuriously 
photographed document, they almost 
seem work. “Pistachios are coated 
their own praline paste and sub- 
merged liquid nitrogen create 
Pistachios garrapi-nitro,” one caption 


reads, accompanying absolutely 
ecstatic photo essay day the 
Spanish restaurant. That’s just one 
many gorgeous spreads by photogra- 
pher Maribel Ruiz de Erenchun, and 
true enough these sensuous displays 
make the selection recipes ap- 
pear worth the fuss (look for the ones 
that don’t call for liquid nitrogen). 
But lest you mistakenly see this 
cookbook, this huge brick cred- 
ited to head chef Adria, restaurant 
creative director Albert Adria, and 
restaurant manager Juli Soler also 
maps out the restaurant’s cuisine, 
tracing graph-style the link between 
“Asian influences” and new way 
breadcrumbing,” well the leap 
from “deconstruction” “reconstruc- 
tion.” Decadence as a doorstop, this 
book faces down the everpresent epi- 
curean question with its own: why 
not? Not for the Joy Cooking crowd. 
_Clea Simon 


AND YOU SHALL KNOW 

THE TRAIL OUR VINYL: 
THE JEWISH PAST TOLD 

THE RECORDS HAVE 
LOVED AND LOST 

BY ROGER BENNETT & JOSH KUN | 

CROWN | 240 PAGES | $24.95 

Bennett and Kun, who came of age mu- 
Sically teenagers, here pursue the 
“lost” history their ancestors through 
vinyl collected from the ’sos through 
the advent CDs. But goes back even 
further than vinyl the cantorial “pop” 
jazz singer —“a history Jewish life 
America not found newsreels, history 
books, organizational archives.” 
Bacharach, Manilow, and Streisand are 
here but the context Met opera 
Star Jan Peerce’s Cantorial Masterpieces, 
Irving Bagels and Bongos, mil- 
lion filthy comedy albums Jewish 
comedians other than Lenny Bruce, 
and Israeli Prime Minister David Ben 
somber spoken-word What Isa 


Jew? For every Jewish folk singer you may 
have heard of (Theodore Bikel, whose 
early career established Elektra Records), 
there’s a name lost to time (folk star Gadi 
Elon). There’s “Jewish music” sung 
Yiddish Hebrew, secular music that 
just happens sung Jews (Bobby 
Zimmerman, anyone?), or Jewish music 
sung Gentiles (Connie Francis Sings Jewish 
Favorites). And absolutely everyone does Fid- 
the Roof, including Cannonball Ad- 
derley. with scores kitschy 
album covers and commentary from the 
likes of Neil Sedaka, Sandra Bernhard, 
and Ann Powers, Bennett and Kun have 
fashioned a parallel history of post-war 
American pop culture, profound 
quease-inducing. 

_jon Garelick 


ARAKI GOLD 
DITED BY FILIPPOP MAGGIA | SKIRA | 
PAGES $55 
The Japanese photographer Nobuyo- 
shi Araki may have notorious repu- 
tation favors partially undressed 
young Japanese women in various 
stages bondage but he’s got the 
soul formalist. Nudes and bond- 
age form only part the new career 
retrospective collection Araki Gold but 
they are the most carefully composed 
work here. The fact that many his 
models are dressed (or undressed) 
kimonos, that almost all them 
meet the camera with their own pre- 
ternaturally calm gaze (Araki isn’t 
turned distress), and that their 
gowns have been carefully color-coor- 
dinated with the surroundings, give 
the photos sense quiet, deliberate 
composition. But Araki’s fascination 
keeps his subjects subjects instead 
objects (and the little rubber dino- 
saurs and lizards he’s fond putting 
the frame strike note whimsy). 
Elsewhere there are conventionally 
“poetic” photos flowers and some 
black-and-white shots from 1965 taken 
Continued on p 38 
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FINDING IRELAND oks 


OC Square Shopping Center 
Poet’s Explorations Irish Literature and Culture 


RICHARD TILLINGHAST 


ISBN 978-0-268-04232-5 + $25.00 paper 


Porter Square Books independent, 
full-service bookstore Cambridge, that 
offers diverse selection book titles, 
guest authors and children’sevents too! 
Monday thru Friday 7am-9pm ye vour frie »ighb 
FINDING surveys local atmosphere along with tasty treat 
tacitly 
traveler, seeking not much 
earth-shaking epiphanies, but 
one who can register nuance and 


We’re open 
seven days week! 


other culture. His book adds 
immensely our conversation 
about Irish culture and society.” 


Unique gifts for the 


MARCHANT 
Suffolk University 


“Whether planning trip just fascinated Ireland’s rich history and 
literary contributions, readers will enjoy this book.” —Library Journal 


UNIVERSITY NOTRE DAME PRESS 1309 cambridge st. inman square, cambridge 617 864-0656 
www.undpress.nd.edu * 800 / 621-2736 pe . 
boutiquefabulous.com open days, extended holiday hours 


Required Reading for Fall 
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THE FERSONAL STORY OF WIS ASSISTANT f 


DONALD MacMiLLAN mqup.¢ a 


How Peary Reached the Pole The Slow Food Story 
The Personal Story of His Assistant Politics and Pleasure 
Donald B. MacMillan Geoff Andrews 

Donald B. MacMillan 


Introduction by Genevieve M. LeMoine, 
Susan A. Kaplan, and Anne Witty 


978-0-7735-3478-0 $1995 paper 


“The best account so far of the history and 
animating ideas behind Slow Food. An indispensable 
introduction.” —Michael Pollan, author on in Defense of Food 
An engaging account of life on Robert E.Peary'’s 4” Eater's Manifesto 

Edger }.Dosmen 1908-09 North Pole expedition including 

never before published photographs 


978.0-7735-3450-4 $39.95 cloth 


The Life and Times of Raul Prebisch, 
1901-1986 


The Life and Times of Edgar J. Dosman 


Anthology of Australian 
Aboriginal Literature 


Edited by Anita Heiss and Peter Minter 
Foreword by Mich Dodson 
Preface by Nicholas Jose 


978-0-7735-3459-9 $2995 paper 


978-0-7735-3412-4 $49.95 cloth 
1901-1086 


“Essential background reading for understanding 
our current age of globalization and free market 
dominance, and is highly relevant to policy makers.” 
—Rangaswami Krishnamurti, former director, UNCTAD 


AUSTRALIAN 
An authoritative survey of Australian Aboriginal 


ABORIGINAL 
L I T E R AT U R E writing over two centuries, across a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction genres, and 


dined ty Holes cod Poser Minser offering rich insights into Aboriginal culture 
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Continued from p 36 
in Tokyo’s Ginza district (many without 
the photographer having first looked 
through the frame) that suggest styl- 
ized, rushed social realism. It’s the 
women, though, who receive most of 
the photographer's love. My favorite 
photo is of his current favorite model, 
Kaomi, shot from the waist she 
stands with her hands behind her head. 
By printing the photo sideways, Kaomi 
looks floating the air and 
loving, deadpan camera treats 
the scene this just what muse 
could reasonably be expected to do. 
_Charles Taylor 


THE BEST SEXOLOGY: 

THE ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 
SEX SCIENCE 

EDITED CRAIG RUNNING PRESS 
80 PAGES | $14.95 

Some of us have grandparents who 
we're certain screwed only as many 
times they procreated. The rest 
us bring our own turkey basters to 
Thanksgiving dinner. Anyone who 
suspects that Granny got dirty in the 
"30s, whory in the ‘gos, or frisky in the 
"50s, might want to horrify the rest of 
his her family giving The Best 
Sexology this holiday season. 

Founded in 1933 by print impresario 
and science fiction godfather Hugo 
Gernsback, Sexology was not simply 

merica's first dirty magazine. It was 
America’s first dirty magazine that was 
dressed up as something else. With 
fascinating observations on everything 
from bestiality and gay chickens to 
sex-stimulating drugs and Hitler’s love 
life — most of which were written by 
medical professionals — the 50-year 
enterprise physically and intellectually 
aroused least two famously prudent 
generations. Hornballs ultimately trad- 
ed up Sexology for Penthouse and Hustler's 
not-so-surreptitious penetration. But 
these “Kinky and Kooky Excerpts,” 
which are taken from the magazine’s 
first years, are good reminders that 
your nana might have been curious 
about sexual vampirism decades before 
her granddaughter masturbated the 
kid from Twilight. 
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Chris Faraone 


THE COMPLETE RIPLEY NOVELS 


Y PAIR 


2 VULL co 2U FAUT) | 
Patricia Highsmith, a royal figure 

in the world of noir, was spawn of 
Hollywood's glory days. Her first novel, 
kill yours), was published precociously 
upon her graduation from Barnard. 
There was nothing girlie girlish 
about her casually homicidal vision. 
Alfred Hitchcock made Strangers on a Train 
into film the same name. 

The masterwork 
imagination was, of course, Thomas 
Ripley, the antihero of a quintet 
eponymous novels set largely 
Europe. Ripley was cursed to be born 
with exquisite taste and money. 

But armed with only his charm and 


taste for mayhem sure Casanova’s 
penchant for seduction, Ripley crafts 
his way into cultivated life (mostly) 
ease. the public familiar with 
Ripley, most made his acquaintance via 
film. Matt Damon and John Malkovich 
both registered savvy performances 
the eminently likeable psychopath 
as (respectively) a young man on his 
way to achievement and a middle- 
aged householder possession 
Palladian villa and beautiful harp- 
sichord-playing wife. satisfying 
those two performances were, they still 
not live the Ripley Highsmith 
presents the page. W.W. Norton, 
what can only be recognized as a mor- 4 
dant public service (Tom would appreci- 
ate it), has reissued Highsmith’s Ripley 
oeuvre handsome box set. Buy 
for fans international novels and 
connoisseurs deviant behavior. Upon 
reading, sure die. 

_Peter Kadzis 


HAVE YOU 
PERSONAL INTRODUCTION 
1000 FILMS 
BY DAVID THOMSON | ALFRED A. KNOPF 
1024 PAGES | $39.95 
Cinephiles have grudgingly relied 
David Thomson's idiosyncratic New 
cinema’s biggest (for Thomson) names, 
since the first of four editions came out 
in 1975. High time that he compiled a 
companion volume the films them- 
selves. Here offers his “personal 
introduction” to 1,000 of them, from 
Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein (1948) 
to Zabriskie Point (1970), with an emphasis 
titled The New Autobiographical Dictionary 
Films. More sampling than cover- 
to-cover kind of book (Thomson's royal 
“we” and hectoring “you” can weary- 
ing), it nonetheless rewards frequent 
referencing and can become downright 
addicting. Some the pleasure comes 
from sheer infuriation: how dare 
dismiss Vittorio De Sica’s Umberto D 
(1952), film that never fails reduce 
me to tears, as“a Chaplin short drawn 
out minutes”? laud the hokum 
Anthony Minghella’s The English Pa- 
tient (1996) as “in every way a triumph”? f 
Mostly, though, it needs to be read | 
for some the most eloquent and 
incisive film writing around, such 
this description key scene Chris 
(1962): “And then, for 
passes through her like the sky through 
our eyes. She is living, pulsing, watch- 
ing us. Then goes.” 


_Peter Keough 


LOOKING FOR LINCOLN: 

THE MAKING 

AMERICAN ICON 

BY BY PHILIP B. KUNHARRDT Ili, PETER W 
KUNHARDOT, AND PETER W. KUNHARDT JR. | 
ALRED A. KNOPF | 512 PAGES | $50 

It’s fitting that preparation for 
the anniversary the birth 
Abraham Lincoln, the United States 
Continued on p 40 
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Continued from p 38 
had the wit to elect as president 
Barack Obama, another unlikely, 
eloquent, long-tall drink of water 
from Illinois. The real Lincoln, as 
opposed to the cardboard cut out 
represented in most school books, 
was even more complex life than 
he was heroic in legend. His speech- 
es were graced with the cadences of 
the King James Bible, but his politi- 
cal sense — as Edmund Wilson ob- 
served — was as steely as Bismarck 
and Lenin. 
Among the dozens of books 

published mark birth 
is Looking for Lincoln: The Making of 
an Ameri can Icon. It is one of the 
best. Looking for Lincoln will be the 
companion for the Public 
Broadcasting series the same 
name that will be broadcast early 
next year. As a high-brow picture 
book, this quarto-style volume 
scores a hat trick: production val- 

ues are handsome; the selection 
images is comprehensive and punc- 
tuated with surprises; and the writ- 
ing is as elegant as the historical 
analysis rig ous 
A as aes 


Peter Kadz s 


MOSCOW ST. PETERSBURG: 
1900-1920: ART, LIFE CULTURE 
THE RUSSIAN SILVER AGE 


“Lavishly illustrated” — you've heard 
before, but with 650 illustrations 
400 of them in color), this heavy- 
weight volume delivers. The su 
matter is a ano-teain ler: one O 
caltase- cc 
its most 


that 


cious nations on earth in 


explosiv € period. The names 
nselves: Akhmatova, 
Bakst, Blok, Chagall, Chaliapin, 
Diaghilev, Fokine, Kandinsky, Mal- 
evich, Nijinsky, Pavlova, Prokofiev, 
Rachmaninov, Rasputin, Rimsky-Kor- 
sakov, Stravi many. It’s the nexus of Or- 
10odoxy, Symbolism, iturism, and 
Revolution, and if the book is better 
at showing than at telling (given two 
and photo, you learn more 

bout Akhmatova's appearance than 
abet her poetry), Bowlt still gives you 
plenty to ponder. And the book is just 
flat-out gorgeous, one the bargains 
of this holiday season. 


th 


jeffrey Gantz 


THE NEW ANNOTATED DRACULA 
EDITED LESLIE KLINGER 
WW. NORTON CO. 624 PAGES 
In this brave new world, fanboys and 
fangirls are forever pioneering new 
ways tear down the oppressive 
walls “fantasy” and drag fictional 
characters into the earthly realm. 
Want to cosplay as Harry Potter? So 
vanilla. Want to identify yourself 

being half-werewolf? Absolutely. 


¢ Cc 
$39.95 
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Feel like proposing marriage 
animé character? Mazel tov. 

when author puts forth 
work treating Bram 
Stoker's Dracula as a chronicle of factual 
events, barely merits raised eye- 
brow. With The New Annotated 
editor and Victorian-era-obsessed 
researcher Leslie Klinger brings us a 
minutiae-fondling look the seminal 
1897 vampire thriller. Divided into 
two parts (the original novel accompa- 
nied Klinger’s asides, followed 
survey Dracula-inspired lit-crit) 
this book is bursting with ephemeras: 
Victorian newspaper ads, maps, 15th- 
century woodcuts, and posters for 
skrillion schlocky vampire flicks. The 
annotations’ “Pop Video” effect can 
get little distracting looking 
curl and savor bloodsuck- 
yarn, but flip through the book 
will never leave you empty-handed, 
whether you're a horror buff, a history 
wonk, ADD-addled gothling. 

Shaula Clark 


PHONESEX 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PHILIP TOLEDANO 
TWIN PALMS PUBLISH | 60 PAGES 
When the photographer Timothy 
Greenfield-Sanders shot diptychs of 
porn stars, placing nude portraits next 
to clothed ones, his subjects seemed 

more naked when dressed. Somett 
similar occurs Philip 
amazing, beautifully composed, ar 
touching Phonesex. These 26 color p 
traits phone sex operators 
and men; black, white, Latino; yo 
and middle-aged; slim and hefty; 
abled and disabled reveal the ev- 
eryday people behind the fantasy per- 
sonas of phone sex. These are people 
you might sit next to on the subway or 
stand behind the grocery store. And 
the juxtaposition this everyday real 
ity with the pornographic personas 
the subjects assume makes sex see 
anything but furtive. Toleda 
era brings out the desirability of a 300 
pound woman in heels andan 
and a skinny, earnest young 
his pet Chihuahua. The rown-tinge 
darkness at the edges o 
composed frames gives 
austere a look. But the seriou 
works speaks Toledano’s re- 
spect for his subjects. Those subjects 
all have stories tell, ranging from 
the tender relationships they’ve built 
with frequent callers to the horror of 
experiencing caller commit suicide 
What unites the pictures the book 
is the sympathetic curiosity of Toleda- 
no’s eye. In the end, this is a study of 
eroticism as a state of mind, and the 
dignity possible any work. 

Charles Taylor 
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SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL: 
ART AND ROCK AND ROLL 
SINCE 1967 


OLON, WITH DIEDRICH 


AM RICHA 


CHARD HELL, MIKE K 


ROBERT NICKAS, SIMON REYNOLDS, AND 
JAN TUMLIR | YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
288 PAGES $50 
You didn’t hear it from us, but rock 
music sort “gets around” you 
catch our drift. Kind of slutty, actu- 
ally. You don’t see sculpture hanging 
all over literature, opera rolling out 
graffiti’s apartment all hours. 
However, rock music seems willing 
“collaborate” with pretty much any 
artform with heartbeat and audi- 
ence. You can thank for first 
introducing rock into the go-go art 
world, but for a broader, clearer, and 
rawer look the itch 
between rock and visual art, and the 
painters, sculptors, performance art- 
ists, and assorted bon vivants who've 
made careers from scratching the 
shit out it, check out Sympathy for the 
Devil. companion work exhibi- 
tion that originated the Museum 
of Contemporary Art , Chicago (and 
is currently at the Montreal Museum 
Contemporary Art through Janu- 
ary 11), Sympathy combs through the 
art, rock, and art-rock scenes of pre-, 
nid-, and post-punk LA, NYC, Lon- 
don, and Europe through lively texts 
from Richard Hell, Simon Reynolds, 
Bob Nickas, and Dominic Molon as 
well as a rich selection of artworks. 
With grandiose neon installations 
from Jason Rhoads, eerie drawings 
from Raymond Pettibon, raw video 
stills from Pipilotti Rist, and a host 
restless minds from Cory Arcangel 
to Richard Prince to Rita Ackermann, 
the variety of ways art and rock have 
hooked are richly represented 
the distinction between them 
recklessly blurred. Those two might 
not always get along, but they always 
look good trying. 


_Michael Brodeur 


BIOGRAPHY 
PETER ACKROYD NAN TALESE/ 

DAY | 510 PAGES | $40 
he Thames is a mere 215 miles long 
the Mississippi and the Amazon are 
over 4,000 miles each), but it’s the 
most storied river in Western civili- 
zation, and it incorporates, as Peter 
Ackroyd points out, “the myth of the 
nation.” It’s all here: Dickens and 
docks, Blake and bridges, malt and 
Milton, processions and plagues, 
swans and sewers, poplars and Pooh 
sticks, the etymology, the geology, 

ne history, the songs, the smells, 
the sounds, the colors, the light. 
With just handful plates 
mostly old drawings, prints, and 
photos this thinking person’s 
gift book, Ackroyd, describing the 
river the blood human civiliza- 
tion and a metaphor for life (and in 
the process reminding that 
60 percent water), riffs on space, 
time, and eternity. In other words, 
takes the beginning T.S. Eliot’s 
The Dry Salvages think that the 
river/Is a strong brown god” — and 
runs with it. 


jeffrey Gantz 
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Tel: 617-566-7200 Fax: 617-566-7207 


with French and Caribbean influences. 


Grilled Red Snapper with tropical fruit relish 


Escape the winter blues 
with our passion fruit sangria! 


Now Corporate and Social Events 
Service Drop Off help you plan any event! 


Featuring seasonal menus Chef John Levins “happy, warm 
and cozy” setting, Something Savory offers beautiful, bold flavors 


Caramelized onion and sautéed mushroom Angus burger 


Coconut Crusted Shrimp with lime chipotle sauce 


242 Cambridge Street Boston 617-227-8822 
1412 Beacon Street Coolidge Corner Brookline 739-7300 
446 Harvard Street 277-7111 
Somerville Ave Porter Square Cambridge 661-8500 
236A Elm Street Davis Square Somerville 666-3900 
MIT Stratton Center Mass Ave Cambridge 324-2662 


1312 Massachusetts Avenue 
Arlington Heights 
781.648.0333 
info@somethingsavory.com 
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Trivia 
You can make difference. Give now. 
The Greater Boston ; 
FOOD 
117 BERKELEY ST. BOSTON, 02118 


offering limousine transportation from 


7 ‘ 
For the best limo Boston and the surrounding area today! 
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THE COMICS 


_BY MIKE MILIARD 


his season, 

there are 

two best 
buys when it 
comes bang for 
your comic-book 
buck. One is the 
third annual com- 
pendium THE BEST 
AMERICAN COMICS 
(Houghton Mifflin, 

22). The other is 

the second instal- 
lation of cartoonist 
Ivan Brunetti's self- 
curated collection of 
his favorite strips, AN 
ANTHOLOGY GRAPHIC 
FICTION, CARTOONS, 
TRUE STORIES, VOL. 
(Yale, $28). 

Brunetti’s book, like 
Best American Comics — 
whose editor, Lynda 
Barry, drew up an 
astounding book of her 
own earlier this year, 
WHAT IT IS (Drawn and 
Quarterly, $25) — 
“focuses entirely on 
untranslated |i.e., 

English] work North 
American creators.” 

That’s their preroga- 
tive, of course. And 
certainly the artists 
showcased these 
exhaustive volumes — 
Alison Bechdel, Kaz, 
Michael Kupperman, 
Seth, Adrian Tomine, 
Jim Woodring, Drew 
Friedman, Daniel Clowes, 
Chris Ware, Bill Criffith — 
have each made indelible marks on 
this ever-evolving form. (That's to 
say nothing of the underground and 
outsider artists anthologized in both, 
such as T. Edward Bak, Eugene Teal, 
and Fletcher Hanks.) 

But though it’s true, Brunetti 
argues, that collections by artists 
from “France and Japan alone would 
each command a volume of this size” 
(his Anthology weighs in at a hefty 400 
pages), there are ample other ways 
to sample the vast visual richness of 
the rest of the planet, whether it’s 
glimpsed through the eyes native 
artists fascinated Americans. 

One new travelogue about 
far from pleasure junket one 
can get. LIVE HERE (Pantheon, $30), 


wow Thar THE SISSOKO GOP 'S 
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by Mia Kirshner — yes, the L Word 
actress — with J.B. Mackinnon, Paul 
Shoebridge, and Michael Simons, 
comprises four separate volumes 
that touch down Ingushetia, 
Mexico, Burma, and Malawi: world 
hotspots wracked, respectively, 
war and refugee crises, rapacious 
globalization, genocide, and AIDS. 
Intermingling the authors’ diaries 
with stark imagery visceral col- 
lages, missing posters, fabric art, 


COSSES URE You, THER 


Tue pROmEM THER 
THAT'S Fu 


om 


MARGUERITE 
AND CLEMENT OUBRERIE 
revisit Aya, joe Sacco con- 
tributes Live Here, and 
Adrian Tomine and Kevin 
Huizenga are anthologized 
Brunetti (clockwise 
from upper left). 


and fumetti, and Joe Sacco’s crisp line 
drawings — it’s a powerful, often 
unsettling textual and visual docu- 
ment that gives voices the world’s 
dispossessed. 

Eddie Campbell and Dan Best's 
THE AMAZING REMARKABLE MONSIEUR 
LEOTARD (First Second, $17), 
the other hand, is pure whimsy. 
Campbell, who illustrated Alan 
acclaimed serial From 
Hell, takes the big tops and 


towering trapezes belle époque 
Paris (and thence much further 
afield), limning his strongmen and 
illustrated women, lion tamers, and 
top-hatted bears with watercolored 
brio and “typographical acrobatics.” 
Frenchman Chris Blain, meanwhile, 
looks the America roughly the 
same era in GUS & HIS GANG (First 
Second, $17), his loose, kinetic pen 
strokes illustrating brash and funny 
love letter to the boozy saloons and 
wide-open deserts the Wild West. 

Chip Kidd’s lovingly compiled 
BAT-MANGA! THE SECRET HISTORY OF 
BATMAN IN JAPAN (Pantheon, $60 
hardcover, $30 paperback) another 
example one man’s fascination 
with culture utterly alien his 
own. Kidd’s rescue Jiro Kuwata’s 
Continued on p 46 
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Movieworks 
Gift Cards 


Perfect for the 
Movie Buff 


your life! 


Denominations 
$5.00-$100.00 


(617) 734-6332 
www.movieworksboston.com 


Continued from p 44 

Batman comics, which were serial- 
ized in the manga Shonen King in 1966, 
isn’t just striking for its beauty 
the controlled chaos indigo ink 
printed pulpy newsprint, all 
interspersed with Geoff Spear’s hi- 
res photos old Nipponese toys. 
Rather, it’s for the realization that 
the Caped Crusader who does look 
rather like a ninja, after all — works 
just well whether he’s doing 
battle with the Joker, or with robots, 
aliens, and giant insects. 

couple other comics inspired 
by the Far East are also worth noting. 
artist Veronique 
Tanaka’s METRONOME (NBM, $14) is a 
bold pushing the formal envelope. 
bills itself poem,” but 
with its regimented film-like frames 
and hypnotic four-four repetition, 
evokes music and stroboscopic cin- 
ema. Meanwhile, Seiichi Hayashi’s 
RED COLORED ELEGY (Drawn and 
Quarterly, $25), drawn in 1970 and 
1971 in all spare lines and stark mini- 
malism, uses techniques derived 
from anime for story exploring the 
tension between the personal and 
the political. 

Elegy is just one of many globe- 
hopping books (each them $20) 
put out this year from Montréal’s 
consistently excellent Drawn and 
Quarterly. MOOMIN: BOOK THREE 
the latest compilation Finnish 
cartoonist Tove Jansson’s charm- 
ingly peculiar Moomin comic strips, 
which took her hugely popular 
Scandinavian hippopotamus-esque 
trolls and syndicated them first 
Evening News the and 
later across Europe and the world. 

Guy Delisle’s BURMA CHRONICLES 
finds the Québécois cartoonist trav- 
eling another part the planet 
few outsiders have seen. his pre- 
vious books, Pyongyang and Shenzhen, 
Delisle experienced the walled-off 
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worlds authoritarianism 
himself. This time, having his 
wife worker with Médecins Sans 
Frontiéres) and child tow makes 
for slightly different perspec- 

tive life behind the curtain 
censorious, soul-crushing regime. 
Delisle deals with serious subjects, 
but his cartoony, workmanlike style 
well-suited his genial observa- 
tions the good-hearted people 
this profoundly damaged nation. 

Jason Lutes’s BERLIN: CITY OF 
SMOKE, the second volume his 
fiction trilogy chronicling the 
gloaming the Weimar Republic, 
drawn detailed and assured 
ligne claire style one that’s all the 
more remarkable for the vastness 
and exactitude Lutes’s scope: 
communists and national social- 
ists, Jews and American jazz men, 
all interacting city fraught 
with tension fascism and war 
gather the horizon. 

Israel’s Rutu Modan, introduced 
North America last year with the 
excellent graphic novel Exit Wounds, 
quickly established herself one 
the most humane and creative artists 
around one whose bold sense 
color and composition refined 
her feeling for the subtle undercur- 
rents her characters’ emotions. 
JAMILTI AND OTHER STORIES, a collec- 
tion of her shorter pieces, continues 
cement that reputation. 

Finally, Céte 
Marguerite Abouet and Frenchman 
Clement Oubrerie’s AYA OF YOP CITY 
continuation last year’s Aya) 
drawn with happy, vibrant strokes: 
perfect for these warmhearted tales 
earthy cast characters liv- 
ing together 1970s Abidjan. It’s 
nice see, Abouet puts it, con- 
tinent not defined “war and fam- 
ine, Africa that endures despite 
everything because, say back 


home, life goes on.” 
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First Chondola New 


FREE MIDWEEK 

BOOK SLOPESIDE LODGING MIDWEEK FROM JUST $59 AND 
GET YOUR LIFT TICKET AND AN ADULT PERFECT TURN 
CLINIC FOR FREE. 


Rate does not include 18% tax and resort fee. Base availability. Certain restrictions apply 


BOTTLE 


(Nann te non ty Son at fj 
ODF WON 0 Odi 


Wear 


1-800-543-2SKI 
Sunday River. www.SundayRiver.com 


Stay and Dine Getaways 


@ Country ELeGant Resort 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Awarp Winn 
Casuat Dininc A Hearty 
Breakrast Dairy 

@ Use of Resorr 

@ XC SKUNG, SNOWSHOEING, SLEIGH 

Ripes aND Mort 


Your ‘pac kage 
wall i: me 


Country ELeGcant Resort ING Fine AND 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


? Lirt 


Ticker To Sunvay River 


@ Over 200 Acres or Resort 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING A HeareD 
Ourpoor Poot, WHIRLPOOL, 
SAUNAS, Firness CENTER, 
Cross-Country SKIING, 

SNOWSHOEING & More 


FREE Ski TO/FROM 
THE MOUNTAIN 


 SLOPESIDE OVERNIGHT 
SKI STORAGE 


Call Today... We're waiting for you! 
(800) 654-0125 (207) 824-2175 


MAINE 
www.bethelinn.com 


Wore Lier Tickers po 


Sunpay River FROM 3149 


from Sunday River. 


PER NIGHT, BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. 
MINIMUM STAY MAY APPLY. 


“Ask not what your country can for you. 
Ask what you can for your country. 


EMERSON COLLEGE 


DEPARTMENT PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
and SPECIAL PROGRAMS 


www.emerson.edu/ce 


COPY 
CREATIVE WRITING 
WORKSHOPS 
CULTURAL JOURNALISM 


GRAPHIC NOVEL WRITIN 
and ILLUSTRATION 


MARKETING and 
BRANDING 


MEDIA PRODUCTION 


PERFORMING ARTS 
ADMINISTRATION 


PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNICATION 


SCREENWRITING 


polist 


film, video, audio, and new media produc 


about creative 


tion Emerson College 


Join vibrant community. Learn communicate your vision. 


Enroll Emerson College professiona 
programs designed for creative thinkers 


Call register for 
Spring Semester courses: 


617-824-8280 


Office: 148 Boylston St., Boston, MA 


irses and certificate 


January 7, 2009 6-7:30 pm 
January 13, 2009 ¢ 6-7:30 pm 


Emerson College - Little Building 


80 Boylston St.-2nd Fl 
Boston, MA 


NEXT EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT PUBLISHING 1/9/09 
CONTACT COLIN HAVILAND 617-676-8109 


; } | 
sd 
| 
ke a The Museum at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
| A 4 
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lop and 
Creative writers and innovative media 


Don’t give lame gifts. BCAE gift certificates are 
affordable way please everyone your list! 


Available any amount online bcae.org 


Boston Center 
for Adult Education 


617.267.4430 


www.bcae.org 


Visit Day 


Friday, Decemb 


Bachelor Fine Arts (BFA) 
Animation Art History Fine Arts Design Illustration Photography 


BFA/Master Education 
Art Education 


BFA/Master Arts (MA) 
/Expressive Therapy 


Advanced Certificate year) 
Design Illustration Animation 


| Maximum 5 Games per coupon Not valid with group bookings 1! 


| Coupons may not be combined with any other offers { 


BOWLING 

BILLIARDS 
BEER WINE 
ELECTRONIC GAMES 


820 Morrissey Bivd.Boston 

Take the Red Line JFK/UMASS 

Station. Pick-up the Phillips Family 

Courtesy Shuttle across from the 

ATM Machine. Call 617.287.9100 
for next scheduled pick-up. 


nd credi dit, 


art 


ONE FREE GAME BOWLING 
PER PERSON YOUR PARTY 


One coupon per party per day Good until 01/20/09 


FREE POOL FOR MINUTES 


Not with group bookings l | 
One coupon per party per day Good until 01/20/09 
Coupons may not be combined with any other offers 
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Cordon Bleu Programs 


Smaller Classes - Hands-on instruction 

- Career placement assistance 

- Externship opportunities - Day and evening Clagm 
- Financial aid is available for those who qualify 

Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arte 

a private-two year colle ge 


College of Cuhnary Arts 
Boston 
First Street Cambridge, MA 02142 


Cordon 


st 
q 
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IMAGING ARTS 


CULTURAL OUTINGS SPORTING EVENTS HIKING CONCERTS COMEDY NIGHTS DANCING 


» Pr 


Digital Filmmaking 


Photography 
Graphic Web Design Delete online dating sites for good and join Events Adventures 
Audio Production are not dating service. are activities club for professional singles. 
Web Development Our experts organize hundreds events each year. take care all the 
details—you just show and meet singles who share your same interests! 
MAKE REAL OFFLINE CONNECTION. 
Coie TOWN) Intensive full- and part-time programs for you to get the skills 
| = you need to turn your ideas into reality. Financial assistance and | 
career services available. Apply today! 
ven ts & 4 
Online, evening, and weekend'courses 
Eight entry points year 
Fast-track 18- 24-month bachelor’s degrees 
Classes start and February 
www.northeastern.edu/cps/ 
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WINGS' WAFFLE 


@ WV Fab Feb 


January Midweek Snow Escapes 
Kids Rule Vacation Ski Free! 


$209 Weekend-Bring the Kids for Free! 


tw 


Nordic Midweek Getaway 


— 


: 
= 
3 
An easy midweek Ski escape that Jging and litt tick Add on a group st $18 pp 
yitie 10 Ski p lary valet parking y. Ring in packag 
$qing in a one bed to, daily N t ass & rental ta ' White Love IT. 
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INSTALLATION 


Ski Market has every: eed 


Boston, Danvers, Dedham (Outlet), Framingham, Pembroke, 


= 


=— 
Expert Boot Fitting...complete Superfeet and Aline insoles 

~ re gh 
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Shrewsbury, Woburn, 
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CLUBS SPAS 


EROSPHERE 


ADULT PERSONALS 


| 


Listen & Reply to Local Singles FRE 


Call 8 Listen @) Date ft 


Boston 

617.338.9990 
Brockton 774.776.7007 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 978.854.0800 


For other cities call (888) MegaMates 


VISIT US ONLINE 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 16+ 


©2008 Pc Lic 


i 


CONNE 


SO MANY GUYS - Listen & Reply to Ads 


4 
Boston 
617. 423. 6666 
774.776.7006 
Framingham 508.663.2400 
Lowe 
Peat 978.854.0854 
Bel 617.977.0200 
4 
(888) MegaMates 
phone 4 
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7447 


18-7441 


Sophisticated yet down earth. 
voluptuous 40D-28-38, 
calls 


De var Mig Adventure, 


Jat devoted submissive looking fo great, e-of-a-| ‘iid gift | my beat uutiful and talented 
Mi for t She : said | be ome t 7 he 
holidays. said I'd better come with some incredible put unde 
hel Tan ‘a panic, can you nand 


recommend something? Money option. 


Mistress | 


Dean 
Miss Adventure has the perfect thing for your Mistress -and for you! And while 
this column usually function “Want Advertiser,” (make that Wanton 


she would like bring your slavish attention awesome item that 
bound please even the most demanding domina. And sure heck 
made bunch South Pole-sitting elves! Imagine her face lighting with 
approval when Christmas morning, she unwraps human bird 
for emu, but comfortable fit for one two slaves, this particular contraption 
contains storied past popular piece equipment famed New York City 
dungeon, Box, and went appear many adult BDSM videos. 
commanding seven feet high, the cage constructed 1/2 inch steel bars with 
1/2 inch steel diamond plate floor. features two, big, sturdy hooks: one for lifting 
(and suspending like the other for restraint. Find smaller rings inside for 
additional restriction. The door boasts beautiful sculpted snake padlock. You can 
find this captivating device demonstrated and for sale the beguiling and flam- 
ing-haired Mistress Clarissa 
just type “human bird cage.” For birds-of-a-feather, this must-have. Perch 
not included. 
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always anonymous. 
share your late night stories and though 


ts tease and please! 
massage. dom. fetishes. 
“hak about friends!” 
in Boston/Out Available. 


View listings, photos. 
and contact info fo 
Boston escorts, 
massage, 
fanstasy, tantra, 
transsexuals, 
dancers more. 


617-406-7005 
ic: 
“So Seductive” 
q 
PETITE BLONDE 
BOMBSHELL Make your night 
min north Boston please. Speciats 


3 
| 
ore 
901 
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#1 1/93/60/16/28/39 
Hot body rub & body 
shampoo by young college 
Korean 6 japanese sweet 
gitts. in & Out 
783-217-3406 


#1128 AMAZING 
COLLEGE SWEETIES 
Best body rub & shampoo by 
japanese (ollege sweet girts 
in & Out Agpointment Onty 
781-316-4665 


#1 128 Asian Beauty 
Exit 34 


Pretty & Chinese gut 
offers full body professional 
massage 


617-334-4501 


#1128 EXIT 23 
ASIAN TOUCH 


EZ RT2/2A3 
Massage by japanese 
Masseuse 
3AM-9PM By Appt 
578-934-804) 


#1128 NORTH 
ORIENTAL SWEETIE 


36495 

Charrrung Asian girts 
ready to give you a 
relaxing full body 
massage 


617-752-8348 


#1 BEST BODY RUB 
Stop Dy and get a great rub 
Open from Garn-8pm by 
apporntment 

Route 3 S., Exit 15. 
781-803-3288 


#1 DREAM GIRLS 
Very Lovely Asian 
ladies welcome you to 
experience the Ultimate 
massage. IN/OUT 


Quincy 
617-828-5693 


495 
ASIAN RUB 


North of Boston. 
Body Reiax & Sharnpoo 
9AM-9PM By appt 
508-844-3389 


#1 SWEDISH GIRL 


25 yo S'S, N0lbs, 3400-22-32 
Gorgeous w/ long blonde hair 
down to waist. Blue eyes. 
Beautiful features Very 
upscale. Private environment 
in/Out Aunna 


781-803-3031 


ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS 
Curn and explore the different 
flavors of ladies we have 
Blondes Spanish, Asians. 
Brazilian, and more....From 
petite to really busty... So give 
us a call 


617-833-8059 


ABSOLUTELY SEXY 

Hot Asian girl 5'6" 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! iN Call LILY 
“62-617-451-1312 


ANA NEW IN TOWN 
Massage by Asian girl, sexy 
& hot. 36C-24-36. Very 
pretty 


Downtown Location. Call for 
Special hourty pricing 


617-331-5020 


Wornen with class & 
deauty specializing in erctic 
sensuality. (N/OUT 


857-221-7285 


ASIAN GIRLS 
Best Body Rub. You tried 
the rest now get the best 
93 SOUTH EXIT SA 
781-664-0482 


MODELS 


Come meet sexy beautiful 
exotk wornen to ease you. 
in/out 


617-828-2950 
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ASIAN PERSUASION 
All beautitul Asian girts 


Retax and enjoy. 


(Best body rub) 93 south 
exit 8 


Call 781-300-1834 


!ASIAN PLEASURES 


QUINCY. 
Hot young Asian girs waiting, 
to meet you and give you a hot 
sensual massage. IN/OUT 


617-628-5693 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
BOMBSHELL 

Vanessa: 36b 26/36 140ibs bm 
hair/brn eyes 

Exotic and beautiful w/ the 
right curves. Cali for a heavenly 
exp. in/Out 857-207-0417 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 

Tan toned body, tong red hair, 
beautiful face, sexy lips 3600. 
24-34 lingerie, high heels, & 
into fantasies. incalis only. Also 
looking for pretty girtfnend 
781-283-3846 


COLLEGE ROOMMATES 
Available for discreet 
meetings 

18 & 19 year olds. in and 
Outcails. 


617-833-8059 


EUSSA 

Ni0lbs, 28 years old. blonde 
hair/blue eyes. 36D-24-36 in or 
outcalls available 
603-965-8397 


EXTREME HOT 
PLEASURE 

Hi, | love to please you! I'm 
blonde, beautifu!, mature 
& wear sexy lingerie. 36D- 
26-36. | keep your secret 
with me! Fantasy. x-dress. 
foot fetish, domination 
all welcome. in/OutCails. 
Boston area. Hiring*82- 
617-997-6743 


HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 
2 Girt Speciats!! 18-25 year old 
college coeds. Ail nationalities! 
Outcalis only. 24/7. 
617-905-6762 


TEMPORARILY YOURS 
Boston's finest escort referral 
service. Visit our website at 
www. TermpU.com to view 

our large selection of New 
England's most beautiful 
ladies! Ask about our special 
South Shore rates! 617-742- 
1608 


JENNA 

Mature, beautiful, kind. 
sensuous, patient. All natural 
redhead, nonsmoker. Photos 
ontine 

$260/hr $190 1/2hr 


617-595-8869 


KAYLA 

Brunettes have the most fun 
Don't settle for less, you can 
have the best. Sexy playmate 
here to give you pleasure. | just 
Can't get enough, | want you 
now baby! 

314-322-6901 


“KIMBERLY* 

I'm pretty. sweet. and | 
love men. Smooth white 
skin. Very long thick hair. 
Blue eyes, 340, sexy high 
hee! boots. | love toys and 
fetishes. | really want to 
Piease you 
617-543-4234 


NAUGHTY ASIAN 


SCHOOL GIRLS 
fetishes. lingerie, heets. 
toys, and more. Bad boys 
call us now. Outcall 24/7. 
Two girls special. Low rate 
before 10pm 
“82-781-266-7123 


NEVER SEEN 

North Shore/Burl. New this 
week Pretty & curvy yet 2 
petite enough 36D. Hot blonde 
with sexy style, neat. !n/Out 
508-558-5517 


NORTH SHORE SPECIAL 
Call me luscious Exotic 
Brazilian sex kitten. All natural 
3600 with hips that are perfect 
to erip, long dark hair hanging 
down to simply delicious ass. 
Serving ali areas, OUTCALLS 
ONLY"! 

603-275-7210 


NYA BACK 

102!bs 36D Natural exotic 
hot beauty who loves to 

be bent over and spanked 
Fetishes 6 light dom availabie 
Serious inquiries only. 24/7 
In/Out North Shore available 
857-221-1967 


NYLAS BACK 

Green eyed Egyptian heauty 
with booty. 125 Ibs of pure 
caramel delight. Busty 3800 
(ali natural) in/Outcalis 
“82-781-417-9680 


PANCAKE 

122 ibs 368-23-35 Half 
Asian with nice curves 
Call now! incalls in the 
Boston area 


“62-617-595-8357 


SENSUAL ASIAN 
TEMPTATION 
Ready 6 willing to fulty 
Please you and stimulate 
your senses. Hot, perfect. 
skilled & flawless Asian 
beauty every week. Loc 
Border of NH/MA. Avail 
3am-10pm 
"82-617-778-3404 


SEXY HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS *! 

Delicious sense of eroticism 
that will have you craving 
our presence long after you 
Say good-bye! 

2 girts for shows, massage, 
dom. or fetish. 
In/Out 
(inCalts Quincy) 


TRY SOME THING NEW 
I'm pretty, personable, casual 
kind, fun, and would like to hang 
out with you. Call for more info. 
Leave message with direct phone 
line please. Call Paulina 
617-532-4496 


VIOLET 

petite, blond, TIO ibs, 348. 
24-34, 26 yrs, north shore incalls 
on Weds & Thurs. 617-742-1608 


ve 
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ASIAN SHE MALE 

Lyly. Hot, busty S'S”, 120 Ib., 38C 
26-38. Ready to put the heat in 
your evenings 


617-839-3526 


ASIAN SHEMALE 

Layla. 5S 36C-25-36 very pretty 
sweet & soft spoken. If you'd 
like a nice time please call. Loc 
S. End 

617-594-2753 


ASIAN TS WINDY 

5'6" 135ibs 3800-28-38 seeking 
men for those who need the 
best. Loc: South end 
617-938-8409 


your desires. 25 yrs, 36C-24-36) 
No private calls please. i 


Avi. CZ &0 , 24/7 
ALLSTON. 
| d TSIPAIGE'COXX 
Enjoy est massage 
and «body shampoo *x 
by sweet professional 
masseuse Sam-Spm. | | 
by appt 95/3/93. — | 
Selectively Hirina Attractive Ladies! Yours 
q 
ae q 4 ig 1 ¥ | 


~TS Fallon~ 


22yr ~ 32b, 150Ibs, LA 
share your late night stories and 
men seeking men 
thephoenix.com 
7-731-7904 


FRIENDLY 
These 4 words 
describe me.Latina TS 
specializes in beginners. 


from your body! 


Hot: blonde, TS 
38D; YP (functional 


ASIAN SHE-MALE 
38D 


Charming light 
North shore PLUS “Blonde Internet Star 


954-927-9053 


.tonyaworld.com 


786-975-4996 Open minded 


718-736-5253 
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PHONE RETAIL 


FANTASY 


$10 BUCK PHONE SEX 


Live 1 on 1. 1-877-919-EASY 


LINGERIE MODELING 
LOCAL and SINGLE! 
SF, 23 yrs. Cute. blonde. 


fit and 


oves a good time 


Other Dating Lines charge 
per minute 


th a ereat 
| love a guy with a grea We have many adult toys & 


sense of humor, cute 


smile and a warm heart 


If you're looking for fun 


Want attract people your website? 


has web ad solutions to fit your needs & budget. 


& romance, I'm the one 
Are YOU the one? outfits available. For purchases 


Call me NOW! 


204.375.4109 


Must be 18+ 


BOSTON HOTTEST SEX 
TALK! 

1-888-404-3330 
1-800-811-4048 

Horny Housewives 
1-888-660-4446 
1-800-529-5733 

Hot live Chat!!! 
1-800-619-CHAT (2428) 


From to $2.98/min8+ 


HARDCORE PHONE SEX 


Live 
1-800-785-2833 
1-800-960-4328 


18+ 


HOT LOCAL GUYS 
Listen & Respond FREE 
CALL 617-423-6666 
Use FREE code 5697, 18+ 


or Visit Megamates.com 


INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 
1-800-928-MEET (6338) 
Real Horny girls 


5253 


From 18+ 


MEET LOCAL SINGLES 
Browse & Respond FREE 
617-338-9990 

Use FREE code 7202 


Visit Megamates.com 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE 


WHERE SINGLES MEET 


XXX Fantasy Personal XXX 
All tifestyles, kinks, Fetish 
1-800-990-9 


From 2.9 


ADULT 
EMPLOYMENT 


ESCORTS WANTED 

Busy service is seeking 
attractive and reliable ladies 
with incall situation who want 
to take advantage our our 
upscale clientele. Great $$ 


fernale-owned and operated 
Safe & Discreet. 617-742- 


1608 Tempu com 


of over $50 you can have your 
lingerie modeled for you by one 
of our beautiful girls. Come 
check us out today! Black Lace 
Lingerie, 318 Squire Road 
Revere. www.MyBlackLace.com 


781-286-9070 


MEN: 


Are you bicurious? 


you think you might 


bisexual? 


Join us for a FREE, confidential 


discussion group at Fenway Community 


Health. Talk to other men who feel 
the same way you do. 


2nd Tuesday of every month 7-9 p.m. 


at Fenway Community Health 
7 Haviland Street, Boston 


Cali 617-927-6032 or email 
bihealth@fenwayhealth.org 


=Fenway 


WWW.FENWAYHEALTH ORG 


TOPICS LIST 
September 2008: 

How Safe Is It? Sexual Healt? 
October 2008: 

Social Time & General 
Discussion 

November 2008: 

More Than | Lover? 


December 2008: 
Pre-Holiday Support 


Note: Topics are always 
flexible, discussions 
will follow group interests 


come 07 


rf) 


617.423.6666 
774.776.7006 
508.663.2400 
978.856.0856 
978.854.0854 
617.977.0200 


For other cities call 


(888) MegaMates 


¥ 
Phone 


Visit Us Online 


(MATES 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 16+ ©2008Pciic 


BISEXUAL 
Straight 617-338-99 | 
| 


HEAD TO TOES 
Looking for some mutual fun. Enjoys 
ali kinds of fun. Box 89111 (xp2/24) 
NEVER BEEN WITH A MAN 
Looking for a full time relationship with 
a GWM. Box 85321 (xp2/24) 
LET'S Hookup 
Bi guy 55 yo, looking to travel and 
hookup with some older men 60yo+. 
Box 50311 (xp2/24) 
KINKY SUBMISSIVE BEAR 
Lkg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether one on one. Love to give oral. 
Box 89112 (xp2/24) 
NASTY BOOTS 
Lkg 4 cross dresser who likes boots, 
skirts, business suits. Riy likes dress- 
ing like a woman. Meet you and talk. 
Do ali sorts of nasty things. 47 y/o, 6’, 
190!bs. Box 86601 (xp2/24) 
DISCIPLINE 
Dave WM dark hair/biue 5°10 mous- 
tache 180Ibs meet guys into 
giving and/or receiving bare btm 
spankings discipiine and role play. 
Box 16342 (xp2/24) 
TOP LOOKING 4 BOTTOM 
Bi Curious, 48yo, looking for a bttm to 
take it in deep, between 18 and 35yo. 
Box 92341 (xp2/23) 
SPOIL You 
30's well proportioned M screw 
petite bttm. Can Host. Box 78611 
(xp2/23) 
B MY SUGAR DADDY 
Bi MWM, 225ibs, very clean, ikng 
4 for a Sugar Daddy. 55+ New to this. 
Box90772 (xp2/23) 
STEADY BOYFRIEND 
5'8”, clean down below, bottom look- 
ing for a steady boyfriend. Box 40841 
(xp2/22) 
TAKE MY ASS 
4Qyo attractive man 6'3 dark hair grn 
eyes. Thick 9”. | get off with playing 
with couples. While | do her You take 
me from behind and fck me. Box 
89322 (xp2/22) 
HOT BI Man 
Lkng to watch some hot porno & suck 
some big c’ck. Box 90741 (xp2/22) 
AVAILABLE 24/7 
Age and race open. Always available. 
Can host.. Box 78462 (xp2/22) 
ORAL & ANAL 
Bi WM, mid 30's, Bin uncut c*ck, look- 
ing for good looking guys between 
20yo to 50's. Will Travel. Box 10712 
(xp2/20) 
NIPPLE & C°CK sucking 
Ling for a cross dresser or she male 
to kiss, lick and suck off. Loves heeis 
& lingerie. Can HOST. 
Box 51211 (xp2/20) 
BIG C*CKS 2 GANG BANG ME 


Bi MM, ikng 4 a gangbang.Want 2 or 
more big c"cks in my ass at the sarne 
time. Box 90632 (2/20) 

ADORE TV/TS's 

Looking for sexy, passable, TV/TS or 
cross dresser. Box 46652 (xp2/19) 
GAY MEN ONLY 

Looking for GM 58yo & Up, com- 
pletely shaved c*ck & bails. Very oral 
Can HOST 

Box 52932 (xp2/19) 

ToP 

Browr/green, hairy, and versatile. 
More top than bottom but will do any- 
thing. Box 99231 (xp2/19) 

NUDIST 

In shape btn Lkg 4 older aggressive 
tops. Box 65431 (xp2/19) 

WORKS OUT OFTEN 

5°10", attractive, well endowed, in 
shape ikng 4 well endowed in shape 
guys. Box 92022 (xp2/19) 

FEM BOTTOM 

Avg SWM, 41yo, 155ibs, st8 act- 
ing but discretely fem. Total bttm & 
oral Box 49692 (xp2/19) 


BOTTOM WANTED 


33ye, 6'3", 185ibs TOP, has a boy- 
friend ikng 4 a bottom to join them. 
Box 90921(xp2/18) 
TEACH ME HOW! 
29yo, shaved head, tatts, looking to 
learn how to give head. Box 92062 
(xp2/18) 
BI URGES 
Married, bi curious lkng 2 give his first 
hand job and blow job. Box 72162 
(xp2/18) 
LOOKING 4 BOTTOM 
5°10”, 215ibs, looking for she male 
or cross dresser. Fun with no strings 
attached. 
Box 57491 (xp 2/18) 
TOP OR BOTTOM 
Likes cum, sucking c*ck, new to this 
but learning. Willing to travel. Ph#inc! 
Box 92392 (xp2/18) 
WILL JACK U OFF 
50yo ikng 4 very weil hung c*cks 2 
jack off. The bigger the better. Will 
Travel. Box 82931 (xp2/18) 
Homy C*CKSUCKER 
GWM, Straight Acting. Like | said, 
homy c"ck sucker. Box 34331(xp2/18) 
SUB 2 SUCK 
38yo, sub ikng 2 suck c’ck 4 a masc. 
dom. Into minor S&M.. Box 92132 
(xp2/17) 
TWINK BOYS A PLUS 
26yo, Dom top, looking for sub bot- 
toms, looking to get down and dirty 
Box 40401 (xp2/17) 
D*ck & H*le For the EATIN’ 
in shape nice a’s want it to get eaten. 
Want 2 suck big d°cks. Lkg4 
company. Box 16542 (xp2/17) 
SEXY BOTTOMS 
Dorchester area, 24yo, bi/latino look 
ing for sexy bottoms. Box 60002 
(xp2/16) 
TRAIN ME 
Sub WM. 50 yo. ikg 4 dom man, 
woman or couple 2 train me. Lkg 2b 
forced 2 cross dress. Willing 2 accept 
discipline. Box 78332 (xp2/16) 
SPANK ME 
Cock and bail work then tie me up. 
| can host. Clean, discreet, healthy 
CAN HOST. Box 56362 (xp2/16) 
VERY ORAL 
Bi 48yo, 190Ibs, thick c’ck, 
bubbie ass, vers. Bttm Ikng 4 safe & 
clean fun. Box 67492 (xp2/16) 
DOWN Low 
6'1 hazel eye, looking for a well hung 
black man.. Holler at me. Box 63901 
(xp2/15) 
SUCK & B SUCKED 
50yo, WM, ikng to suck & b sucked. 
Enjoys pomos. Box 55491 (xp2/15) 
PRETTY BOTTOM 
48yo0, 320ibs, likes to dress in lin- 
gerie. Wants to be with a man. Box 
85902(xp2/14) 
DRESS LIKE A WOMAN 
Like to wear pantyhose, high heeis, 
and short skirts. Nice legs. Box 29802 
(xp2/14) 
PRETTY SEXY 
43yo, 6ft, 220ibs, Bin cut c’ck, sub 
cross dresser ikng-4 a boyfriend, who 
can host. Box 17012 (xp2/13) 
HAIRY MEN WANTED 
GM, 40's generous to men with a lot 
of body hairy. Box 92451 (xp2/13) 
HOT BRAZILIAN 
Hot college student Ikng 4 a hot in 
shape man who knows what he wants. 
Box 90981 (xp2/13) 
TWINS WANTED 
24 y/o well hung guys. 6’. Big 11” cut. 
So hot & sexy. Ph#inci. Box 81032 
(xp2/13) 
Spank Me DADDY 
Sub boy dresses up 4 u. Smooth 
shaved 8”. Give me a spanking!. Box 
1701 1(xp2/13) 


CARRIERS 


GREAT LEGS 
49yo, 6'2", 180ibs, cross dresser ikng 
4 someone to cum over. Box 91571 
(xp2/12) 
A FEW GOOD TOP MEN 
29 y/o. Tin cut. Lkng 4 biue collar 
workers 24-48, to have a good time 
Can HOST. Box 61292 (xp2/12) 
Dress Up For YOU 

Lkg for older guy to have fun with. | 
like to wear women's underwear. Box 
75382(xp2/12) 

SHAVED 

6’, 180lbs, Totally shaved. Submissive 
into water sports oral & anal. Box 
83601 (xp2/12) 

BE 50+ 

WM, 60s, 6'1, dark hair moustache 
ikg4 friendship or LTR. Will return all 
calls. Box 71781 (xp2/12) 

Love To SUCK 

5°8", bubble butt, smooth body, 8.5in 
cut c’ck, looking for some fun. Box 
64941 (xp2/10) 

IN A PUBLIC WAY 

BM, cross dresser, nice size package 
looking for bottoms or cross dresser 
for some public fun. 

Box 85482 (xp2/10) 

WANTS MORE 

6'ft, 165ibs, str8 acting, looking for a 
relationship. Not into the scene. Box 
40851 (xp2/9) 

love CUM 

| never let a load go without going in 
my throat. So jerk me off. Box 51711 
(xp2/9) 

HUNG will TRAVEL 

Discreet masc, bi-MWM, 6'1 190!bs, 
7"cut. Looking to travel. Love well 
hung bi-men Box 57472 (xp2/9) 

C/D PHONE GAMES 
Lkg 4 sub cross dressers 4 role play 
Box 52792 (xp2/9) 


SHE MALE 

Lexi 35yo She Male. HOT!!! Box 79972 
(xp2/9) 

OLDER Men? 

Lkg for someone 45+, | arm 60 very 
oral and passionate. Box 41661 
(xp2/8) 

MUTUAL 69 

GWNM, sub, early 60's ikng 4 a mutual 
69.Shaved bails a plus. Box 59311 
(xp2/8) 

HOT YOUNGER BROTHER 

37yo, bi WM, 6'1", 220ibs, masc. likes 
to work out. Lkng for fit 18 to 26yo 
guys. Box 83091 (xp2/7) 

SEX TOY LOVER 

Cross dresser, looking for Daddies, or 
bi curious men. Loves to be seduced 
& played with 

Box 87872. (xp2/7) 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

44yo, looking to meet someone to 
hang out with and see where it goes 
from there. Box 10111. (xp2/7) 

MAN TO MAN ACTION 

MW bi guy into water sports Ikng 4 
hot man to man action. Box 89301 
(xp2/7) 
SEEKING HUNG 

27yo, bi WM, 5°9”, 130ibs, well 
endowed, ikng to meet other bi WM, 
who are hung. Box 75872 (xp2/7) 

Bi GUY LOOKING 

37yo, bi MWM, loves wearing stock- 
ings, mini skirts and high heels. Box 
36742 (xp2/6) 

DOWN WITH ANYTHING 

3tyo WM, looking 4 big 
couples, down with anything. Box 
78642 (xp2/6) 


ARO 


976 FROM 


NEW to the SCENE 
Bi MWM new to the scene looking for 
a gentle cub to experiment with, inex- 
perience a + Box 74942(xp2/6) 
Kinky SUBMISSIVE 
Lkg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether one on one. Love to give oral. 
Box 89111 (xp2/6) 
TO PARTY & PLAY 
39yo, BM, thick Bin c’ck, smooth, 
musc, build, with a bubble butt. Can 
Host. Box 92552 (xp2/5) 
LONG TERM WANTED 
GWM, cross dresser looking 4 a she 
male, TS/ TV for long term relation- 
ship. Ph#inc!. Box 92561 (xp2/5) 
THICK 
Bicurious. Late 40yo. Well-nung. Lkg 
for the same for a good time. Box 
11191 (xp2/4) 
COMPLETION 
MWM 46, mustache. Top wants 2b 
taken to completion. Box 41462 
(xp2/4) 
THREESOMES 
40yo, 5’6”, bi, vers. Looking for fun 
with toys, big c’cks, & threesomes 
Box 60861 (xp2/4) 
LOOKING 4 COMPANY 
47yo, 6’, 240, 7in uncut c’ck, shaved 
bails looking for company. Box 54921 
(xp2/3) 
SOOTHE Me 
Lkg to meet someone. im new and 
nervous. Soothe me. Box 39801 
(xp2/3) 
TALL BEAR 
Lg to travel and hook up with older 
dom men. Mod hairy Box 50311 
(xp2/3) 
Call Me 
James. Lkg to meet someone special 
| enjoy sorts, cooking, etc. Box 82581 


YOUNG Tight Bottom 
21yo WM total btm. Wholesome and 
discreet ikg4 tops to dominate me. 
Phi#inci. Box 90061 (xp2/3) 
LOVE 2 SERVICE C°CK 

25yo, enjoys lingerie & dildos. Loves 
oral & anal. Box 73352 (xp2/3), 

WILD 4& KINKY 

130ibs, totally submissive. 
Spread my ass & have your way. Box 
55622 (xp2/2) 

FIRST TIME 

38yo, 190Ibs, well hung, looking for 
a first time with a well hung, bi guy 
or TV/TS. 

Box 92502 (xp2/2) 

WANTS 2 SUCK C°CK 

GWM, 55yo, loves to suck c*ck. Give 
me a call. Box90281(xp2/2) 

ASS PLAY POSSIBLE 

GWM, 6ft, Ikng to suck hot, hung, 
c’ck. Ass play possible. Will Travel. 
Box 90282 (xp2/2) 

LIKES to get OFF 

Man with small c*ck likes to get off. 
Box 77021 (xp2/1) 

B KINKY WITH ME « 

Bi WM, vers. Bottom, looking to 
experiment with toys & couples. Box 
92362 (xp2/1) 

Heavy and HAIRY? 

Slim, smooth, 5°10 17Sibs. Lkg4 the 
thusky hairy chubby builds out there. 
Box 80201 (xp2/1) 

BEST HEAD EVER 

Pretty cross dresser ikng 4 a steady 
boyfriend with a big c’ck. Phi#tincl. Box 
39252 (xp2/1) 


X | ADULT SERVICES 


HORNY TONIGHT 
Lkng to s*ck c*ck, swallow cum & get 
my ass eaten. Box 91422 (xp1/31) 

Tin C°CK WANTED 

Looking for a Top with a 7in c’ck. 

All Fantasies weicome. Can Host or 
Travel 

Box 79112 (xp1/31) 

| Want An AUDIENCE 

Want my 2b s*cked then I'll go 
at it on you as well. in front of your 
girtfnends? Box 20812 (xp1/31) 

2 BOYS? 

Lkg for 2 young gay men. Willing to do 
anything to you. Box 43091 (xp1/30) 
SMALL FEET PLEASE 

WM, 57yo, ikng 4 a smooth, sub, total 
bottom w/smail feet. Will travel South 
of Boston 

Box 92071 (xp1/30) 

SUB Bottom 

Submissive bottom big iow hanging 
batis. You should be very dominating. 
Box 87361 (xp1/30) 

SEXY Brunette 

Sheila — tall sexy brunette Ikg for men 
with big c*cks. Box 84171 (xp1/30) 
BABY, | GOT 

Looking for a real good time with ass 
mouth and c"ck Box 76021 (xp1/30) 
CUM TOGETHER 

50yo, looking to watch porn & jerk off 
together. Box 67942 (xp 


LOVE C°CK 

50yo sub btm. Into light bondage, dis 
cipline. Love cock & swallowing cum 
Phét incl. Box 46621 (xp1/29) 

LICK ME 

| like getting licked all over then 
f*cked. Box 77022 (xp1/29) 

sucK it 

Lkg2 s*ck on hard c"ck. Shove it up 
my hungry tight Xd looking. 


Very homy. Box 36° 
BOTTOM SLUT 
Hot, CD, Loves dressing sexy & slutty 
Lkng 4 an aggressive Dom. Box 91882 
(xp 1/28) 

BIW\M, ikng 4 guys who like to wear 
nylons & watch XXX . Mutual mastur 
bation. Ph#t incl. Box 45962 (xp1/28) 
JERK OFF BUDDY 

38yo, bi curios WM, looking for a BM 
bottom for mutual masturbation 

Box 77621 (xp1/28) 

SEXY FUN 

Attractive TV, 5'8", sub looking for a 
Top for some sexy fun. Box 85382 
(xp1/28) 

FANTASIES CUM TRUE 

53 masc top pretty kinky wno wants 
to make your fantasies cum true. Box 
84211 (xp1/28) 

CUM TO ME 

Lkng to supply great oral service to 
college jocks. Can HOST. Box 79371 
(xp1/28) 

Lkg for OLDER MAN 

5'9, 32y/o, 170 ibs. bi/bi. Excelient 
shape. 58+ or older gay couple. Just 
for some fun. Box 62741 (xp1/27) 
EXPERIENCE 

Looking for a fem man or cross 
Gresser for first time experience. Box 
11032 (xp1/27) 

All TOP 

Likes to party. Looking for baid, 
shaved Black men. Looking to give 
and receive. Box 51842 

(xp1/26) 

BOTTOM BOY For You To Play With 
Lkg for 60+. Tom, 47 y/o bottom guy 
Boston area. Open minded and unin- 
hibited. Box 97772 (xp1/26) 
MUTUAL ORAL PLEASURE 

53yo, BIWM, 6°2”, 210ibs lng for 
mutual oral pleasure. Box 66152 
(xp2/6) 

D/D FREE 

25yo, bi WM, vers., tatts, d/d free 
looking for a TS/TV of fem boy for 
some fun. Box 92462 (xp1/26) 


31 (xp1/29) 


SERVICE 866.42 


1.9999, 
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TICKLE & MILK 
Lng to be tied down, tickled & milked 
by two or more hairy armed men. Box 
55632.(xp 1/26) 
FOOT FETISH 
45yo, MW, 6'2", looking to go down 
on a guys feet. Recip. OK. Box 10971 
(xp1/25) 
Muscular top DAD 
Lig 4 live hook up w/ musc. bi btm 
boys who like 2 service c"ck. Box 
70572 (xp1/25) 
ASS EATING GROUPS 
Lkg for guys into ass eating. Tops or 
bottoms weicome. Also into groups. 
Box 62192 (xp1/25) 
SPANK Me 
Vers btm ikg 4 strong, dominant. 
well-hung guys. Love good spanking 
Phitincl. Box 67541 (xp1/25) 
BIG MEATY C°CK 
Rugged,masc.,str8 acting top ikng 4 
@ rugged bttm with a big meaty c*ck 
Box 91581(xp1/24) 
Play with TOYS 
Gdikg 6ft .185, Light skinned biack 
Vers top loves to eat ass, play w/ toys. 
Seeks a vers guy in good shape. Box 
43041 (xp1/23) 
GROUPS ARE FUN 
Lkng 4 a boyf C 
jobs ever to. Likes « 
ing panties & thigh 
Box 57052 (xp 1/23) 
ANAL PLEASURE 
Lg 4 sub guy who's into anal plea 
sures, plugs, spanking, dildos, ene 
mas, role playing. Box 63352 ( 
LOOKING 4 MARRIED MAN 
57yo,SWM, looking for a couple. He 
wants to suck your c"ck while your 
woman's foot plays with his a's. 
Box 42522 (xp1/22) 
SUCK & SWALLOW 
Likes to deep throat on a big c"ck 
and swaliow the cum Gown. Box 
27262(xp1/21) 
CASUAL FUN 
60yo, good shape, attractive, looking 
for some casual fun. Box 11001 (1/21) 
Sub BONDAGE Boy 
Lkg 4 dominant bondage ters 4 
stnct te ups games. Gagged hooded 
& tormented. Box 40581 (xp1/21) 
NEW TO THE AREA 
25yo, Latino, 7.5in uncut c*ck, Top 
looking to suck. Can HOST. Box 
81991 (xp1/20) 
HUNGRY BOTTOM 
Discreet looking for well hung, clean 
discreet men to take to completion 
Box 43652 (xp1/20) 
BARE BOTTOM 
40yo, strong, masc. into giving & 
feceiving bare bottom spankings. Box 
56272. (xp1/20) 
BIG NUTS 
Mild 2 wild, pass or aggress- whatever 
you prefer. Hairy, big nuts, very masc. 
Phé@ inci. Box 63882 (xp1/19) 
SERIOUS REPLIES ONLY 
BM, 58", looking for a relationship 
with a clean, smooth, sexy GM 
Box 11371 (xp1/19) 
FROM MOUTH 2 
Looking for one on one action. 
Anything goes from mouth 2 a*s. Box 
77401 (xp 1/19) 
C°M on my FACE 
45yo, WM, lkng to suck ass & 
c*ck. Will B b*tch 4 BIG c*ck. Box 
61512(xp1/19) 
DADDY Service 
Daddy loves servicing & worshipping 
young hung guys. Ring Daddy up. Box 
71192 (xp1/19) 
LOOKING 4 BOTTOMS 
8in cut c"ck, big balls & nice loads 
4 bottorns. Box 131 1(xp1/9) 
ANAL Bottom 
Sensuous ass, beautiful c’ck who likes 
hot cum action. C*ck torture. Lkg for 
assmaster. 60671 (xp1/19) 
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(401)272-4196 
Sims Ave Providence. 


Holiday Party 
December 


FREE FOR 


1-800-XXX-FREE 1-800-999-3733 
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-rotic Conversation 
~ 


NAUGHTY 


LOCAL GIRLS! 


Want get 
nasty with you! 


Boston 
617.338.9990 


Brockton 774.776.7007 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 978.854.0800 
For other cities (888) MegaMates 


FREE 


VISIT US ONLINE ~ 
2 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pciic 


SEXY, LOCK 
SINGLES 
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Best Adult Personals 


WOMEN 
SEEKING MEN 


BIG, BUSTY, AND 
BEAUTIFUL 

I may be a larger woman but that 
just means more love to spread 
around. | love giving head and 
want to fulfill your desires. just 
make sure you Can last all night. 
Box 8826 


DEVIANT DOMINANT 
GODDESS 

am interested in meeting a 
few new submisives to train 
and torment. ~THIS IS NOT 
PROSTITUTION WITH A WHIP- 
IF YOU SEEK SEX YOU ARE 
LOOKING IN THE WRONG AD. | 
am located in the heart of Boston 
and have a lovely submissive 
who is a switch to join me in 
my adventures in training the 
naughty boys that are lucky 
enough to find their way to my 
feet. NO NUDITY OR SEX EVER 
by myself or you 

Box # 9046 


FIRST TIME 

New to this but want to make 

it worth it. 33 DWF with a wild 
side. Seeking a professional typé 
in the 30-40 age range. | really 
like anal and role playing but | am 
willing to explore more. Fulfill my 
fantasies 

Box 8788 


GIVE ME ORAL 

And you will receive. 26 SV 

who loves going at it in public 
places. Looking for someone just 
as adventurous. Interested in 
straight men only for now. 

Box 8828 


MISTRESS FANTASIES 

| wonit tell your wife. SWF 
looking for a married man to foo! 
around with. Any age or body 
type, just be forvidden. | will do 
ali the things she wont allow 
and more 

Box 8787 


PRETTY & SMART 

Do you need some reliable 
advice & more? I'm an 
experienced, classy lady who 
can help you. #573) 


SORORITY GIRL IN NEED OF 
SCHOOLING 

Blonde hair, green eyes, 34C.! 
am sick of college boys and need 
a powerful older man to show 

me some new tricks. lim open to 
anything, so teach me a lesson. 
Box 8786 


SPICY LATINA 
27, 36D, Si6 


and want to experiment with 


bs. | love toys 


a man who has no boundaries 
Make me scream in ecstasy and 
{will return the favor. Ali men 
welcome, but the bigger the 
better 

Box 8789 


STUNNING DOMINANT 
GODDESS 
Hello, Let's not kid ourselves 
DOMINATION is not for the many 
but a select few who u 5 

this dynamic and can afford it 
This is a completely NON SEXUAL 
exchange in every possible way, 
don't bother asking the answer 
will not change. | am a sane but 
deviously delightful woman 
What | seek is a man who truly 
needs/wants to submit without 
being a pain in the ass or one 
wants me to kick him and make 
him give what ever | request or 
demand. | an interested in varied 
other fetishes for instance FOOT, 
NAIL, beautiful long hair, SHOE, 
BOOT, STOCKING/HOSE, CORSET, 
ASSORTED CLOTHING, domestic 
training, forced fem, bondage, 
chastity, corporal, breath control, 
smothering, costumes/role play. 
Box # 9047 


TATTOOS & PIERCINGS 
tam a conservative girl by day 
but want to break free and get 
wild with a tattooed and pierced 
tough guy. Looking for maies 
between 25 and 40 who are 
heavily modded. | donit have 
anything myself but maybe you 
can change my mind 

Box 8827 


CALL ME 

Looking for an attractive, fit & 
very sexual female That would 
enjoy the company of a good 
looking professional male, 52 y/o. 
6'2, 190 Ibs. that is very thick 
hard & fit, for sexual & erotic 
pleasure. DG DO free. #8717 


SEEKING SUBMISSIVE LADY 
Task master. Single White 
professional male S6, seeks 
pretty submissive lady for 
bondage. Safe. Discreet 
Experience and toys. #8370 


COUPLES 


A+A+A+A+ Couples 
Encounters 

The hottest Meet & Creet 
Swinger's Party at the American 
Legion Hail. 662 West Shore Rd 
in Warwick, RI. NO SINGLE MEN 
Dec. 13th X-mas party & Dec. 31 
New Year's Eve Party - 8pm-lam. 
#8986 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Looking for a fit, attractive 
married couple, 50-60, that is 
orally bi-sexual or bi- curios. Who 
would enjoy getting together 
with 2 good looking professional 
maie, SO something, 6'2, 190 

tbs. that is very thick & hard for 
sexual & erotic pleasures. (i.e. x 
rated movies, erotic conversation. 
masterbation.) DGD free Ma 


South NH. #8713 


GREAT BLOW JOB FOR 
STRAIGHT MEN 
Masculine, attractive, discreet, 
GWM, D&D free wants to 

give great hassle free 8j'S, to 
attractive straight men. Have 
place in Ri. Rough, force full 
ok. #7745 


MUJERES 


BUSCANDO 


HOMBRES 


1.800.314.7958 

Para escuchar y responder a 

un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 
crEdito, Hama al 1.800.314.7958 


617.976.7587 

Si quieres que se te cobre ai 
servicio telefUnico, liama al 
617.976.7587 


DOBLA TU PLACER... 
Encontrando avisos online, 
en thephoenix.com/adult 


MUJER BUSCANDO 
HOMBRE? 

Liama al 617-450-8761 para poner 
tu aviso erUtico hoy. 


HOMBRES 


puSCANDO 


MUJERES 


1.800.314.7958 

Para escuchar y responder a 

un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 
crEdito, llama al 1.800.314.7958 


617.976.7587 

Si quieres que se te cobre al 
servicio telefUnico., llama ai 
617.976.7587 


DOBLA TU PLACER 
Encontrando m:s avisos online, 
en thephoenix.com/adult 


HOMBRE BUSCANDO 
MUJER? 

¢Eres hombre buscando mujer? 
Liama ai 617-450-8761 para poner 
tu avise erUtico hoy. 


HOMBRE BUSCANDO 
MUJER? 

Liama a! 617-450-876) para poner 
tu aviso erUtico hoy. 


HOMBRES 


BUSCANDO 


HOMBRES 


1.800.314.7958 

Para escuchar y responder a 

un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 
crEdito, llama al 1.800.314.7958 


617.976.7587 

Si quieres que se te cobre al 
servicio telefUnico, llama ai 
617.976.7587 


ZERES HOMBRE BUSCANDO 
HOMBRE? 

Lama al 617-450-8761 para poner 
tu aviso erUtico hoy. 


your adult person 


157 


1.800.314.7958 
Para escuchar y responder a 
un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 


cr€dito, llama al 1.800.314.7958 


617.976.7587 


Si quieres que se te cobre al 


servicio telefUnico, liama al 
617.976.7587 


DOBLA TO PLACER 
Encontrando m:s avisos online. 


en thephoenix.com/adult 


@ERES MUJER BUSCANDO 
MUJER? 
Lama al 617-450-8761 para poner 


tu aviso erUtico hoy. 


PAREJAS 


1.800.314.7958 
Para escuchar y responder a 
un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 


crEdito, Nama al 1.800.314,73 


617.976.7587 
Si quieres que se te cobre a! 
servicio telefUnico, llama at 


617.976.7587 


DOBLA TU PLACER 
Encontrando m-s avisos online 


en thephoenix.com/adult 


PAREJA? 
¢Son pareja? Liama al 617-450 
876) para poner tu aviso erUtico 


hoy. 


PLACER? 


1.800.314.7958 
Para escuchar y responder a 
un aviso usando tu tarjeta de 


cr€dito, al 1.800.314.7958 


617.976.7587 

Si quieres que se te cobre al 
servicio telefUnico, llama al 
617.976.7587 


¢BUSCAS ALGO DISTINTO? 
Lama al 617-450-8761 para poner 


tu aviso erUtico hoy. 


DOBLA TU PLACER 
Encontrando m-s avisos online. 


en thephoenix.com/adult 
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#1128 JAPANESE 
COLLEGE SWEETIES 
Hot body massage & body 
shampoo by japanese 
college sweet girls. 
Appointment Only. in& 
Out. 781-316-4665 


#1128 NORTH ASIAN 
MAGIC 

EZ Rt. 95/93/3. Young & 
Sweet japanese will 
offer you a wonderful 
massage and shampoo. By 
appt. Sarn-3pm 
781-443-5687 


#1 AMAZING 
JAPANESE SWEETIES 
Best body rub & body 
shampoo by young 
japanese & Korean sweet 
college girls. Near rt 
1/93/60/28/99 by appt. 
in & Out 
781-217-3406 


#1 ASIAN 
BELLINGHAM 
Enchanting Asian beauties 
provide delightful comfort 
$70/hr. Exit 18 off 495 
508-802-8273 


ASIANS 


AT 495 EXIT 38 
EZ 3/3A/4 
Body Rub 
Appt. only 


508-844-3389 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 
MASSAGE 

Barely legal girls. Female 
masseuses give to you 
great deep tissue touch 
and Oriental beauties serve 
you. You will feel very good 
and safe. Unforgettabie 
experience with hot towel 
with every hour massage 
Cal! 347-701-8880 


Braintree 


MASSAGE 


Enjoy the best sensua! 
body work by beautiful 
japanese college sweeties 
RT 128/95 & 93 
Appointment 
Onty 

508-818-0266 


ANGEL on Rt. 2 


128/95/2A 
West of Cambridge 
Body relax. 
Body Shampoo 
By appt onty. 
978-394-8041 


ASIAN TUINA 
THERAPY 
CENTER 


Weicome to our Asian 
Tuina Therapy Center. Cail 
378-733-8423 


BLISSFUL 
MASSAGE 


All beautiful Asian girls 
near Boston Medical Center 
617-222-0472 


CHINESE GIRL 


Good Massage 
North Quincy 


857-221-2363 


CHINESE YOUNG 

GIRLS 

Best Massage. Appts near 
Chinatown. 


781-630-3471 


TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE TAIWAN 


Sweet beautiful girls. Best 
massage. Near Boston 
Chinatown 10am-tipm 


617-756-3712 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 
617-820-6688 


GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 

Oriental beauties in 
Somerville 


857-234-9016 


MIRACLE WHOLE BODY 
RUB 

Massage for pain & stress 
relief. Maiden Call 


781-324-6888 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Deep tissue therapy 
Chinatown 


617-708-5201 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Montvale Ave, Stoneham. 
Call: 
781-279-2778 Stoneham 


TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE 
MASSAGE 


Best way to relax and 
rejuvenate your stress 
and pain 
Near Boston Chinatown 
617-381-0698 


THE 


Relaxing body 
massage 


Chinatown, 
Boston. 


(617) 
997-9856 


FOREVER YOUNG SPA 
Body Rub 
Asian Body Work 
Massage Therapy 
Stone 

(licensed) 


youngforeverspa.com 


BALI 


204 Westminster St. ist floor, Providence, 
BODY RUB DRY SAUNA 


BODY SHAMPOO 


DAYS WEEK 10AM MIDNIGHT 


Come treat your 
body right... 


Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoo 
Oriental Style 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


375 Admiral 


Work 
Shampoo 


2 Pontiac Ave, Providence RI 


401-919-0655 


Private parking and entrance in the back. 


Exit straight onto Roger Williams Ave. 
Turn left Reservoir Ave 0.1 miles left 
(ocross from JOB LOT/Corner of Pontioc and Reservoir) 


WESTMINSTER ST. 


BALI DAY SPA 


EXIT 224 
DOWNTOWN 


DIRECTIONS: 
FROM 1-95 

Take Exit 22A- Downtown 
Turn Right Francis St. 
Turn Left Dorrance St. 


Turn Right Westminster St. 


pleasant and delightful atmosphere with 
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work 


SHERIDAN STREET, CENTRAL FALLS 
(OFF BROAD STREET) 


South: 

Toke exit merge onto 
Roosevelt Ave toward Central Falls 


Broad St 


left Central Ave 
Continue Cross 


FROM 

Newport Ave 

Miles 

SHOWER 
Armistice Located 
Immediately 
Right Side 


Take RT 95 to exit 18 (Thurbers Ave). Keep right at the fork in the ramp. Follow Thurbers Ave (west) for 1/2 
mile. Turn left onto Broad St. 1021 Broad Street is on the right, 2nd floor. Private parking behind building. 


NORTH MAIN STREET 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 02904 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


STEAM 
BODY RUB 
TABLE SHOWER 
www.northmainstreetspa.com 


Seeking erotic encounters? 
Looking for some fun? 
Have fantasy you want live 
fetish explore? 
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THE SPECIAL, YET 
PEOPLE 


rent ALL the new 
releases from: 
Evil Angel 
Vivid 
Private Video 
Digital Playground 
Zero Tolerance 
Red Light District 
Much Much More! 


*Huge Selection 
Novelties Magazines 


The Lowest Prices Around! 


Visit our Media Center sample our Videos 


Get 10% OFF 4 AN PRODUCT! 
code 


MAIN STREET VIDEO 


Somerville, 02145 
(617) 628-5514 


Main Street Video boasts exciting selection the hottest most 
popular adult toys the market. The toy’s are neatly and colorfully 
displayed type and groups for easy browsing. The friendly staff 
has excellent knowledge their products and can assist you 
finding what tickles your fancy non-judgmental embarrassment 
free atmosphere. 


They also have the largest selection adult video rentals around. 
especially liked the New Release section where movies from 
such production companies Evil/Elegant Angel, Red Light District, 
Anabolic/Diabolic, Zero Tolerance, Black Market, Digital Playground, 
Combat Zone, well many others arrive daily and rent for only 
$3.50. Main Street Video specializes carrying the most extensive 
selection sell thru video the lowest prices found anywhere. 
took some time peruse the thousands titles for sale. With 
what other stores charge for the same titles the bargains are unbe- 
lievable.Videos seen for over $25.00 sell here for $5.95. 
For the more adventurous the store also has video preview room. 
Here you can view any the over thirty video selections that are 
continuously updated choose view one thousands rent- 
als from the stores diverse selection. Clean and attended it’s fun 
experience for the more daring shopper. 


entertained ourselves for over two hours, went home with some 
goodies, and satisfied our naughty nocturnal needs, all for less than 
the price pizza and movie. like spice your next 
night out highly recommend trip Main Street Video 372 
Mystic Avenue Somerville. were suggest they change 
anything would the slogan their sign, from 

“THE FINEST ADULT” MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK! 


STOCKINGS AND STUFFERS ADULT HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
’ 
whe 
7173272973112008 
SPICE UP YC DAY WITH 
A 
a 
J 
372 Mystic Avenue, Somerville 617-628-5514 
Stee 


“Sensual the Core” has goal: allow you experience 

the sensations that will arouse you and take you your ulti- 
mate ecstasy. Taking intimacy new level the name 
the game, and “Sensual the Core” here provide with 
extensive selection sex toys and dvds get you there. Featur- 
ing many staple sex toys that home should without, and also 
giving more extraordinary selection unique items, you will 
impressed with all the Core” has offer! 


Are you getting the most out your play sessions? Ever thought 
using these.. ??? 


ICICLE GLASS DILDO Sieek, beautiful, and highly du- 
rable are just few the features this new wonderful 
glass massager bestows. Each wand 
and seamlessly designed for comfort and intended 
water simulate natural body heat. The non-porous 
hygienic and easy sterilize after the fun. 


BATHTUBLOVE 
The only game made for hot, bathtub, and 
play. Each the ten float the water 
and inside each are imprinted 
strips with total sexy activities perform 
with your partner. The game includes bubbie bath 
and resuable vinyl carrying bag. This game will 
make any hot tub hotter!! 


LIQUIDLATEXKITGOLD 

Get kinky and with liquid latex kit! Great 
for parties, clubs, for your own pleasure. Kit in- 
cludes jar liq. latex paint bottie latex ultra shine 


bottle latex body wash face mask and brush.and 
jar base coat 


These are only small all that “Sensual the Core” 
has offer! You are sure intrigued some the incred- 


ibly sexy ideas that will help any playtime much more 
pleasurable level. 


matter where you are your sexual explorations, there 


always new path for you take that will lead you realms that 
you haven't even dreamed yet! 


Shop intimately you play.. 


Discreet, safe, secure website with excellent customer service 
assistance available. 


iy 


| 


SEXTOY.COM 
SEXTOY 
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BLACK LACE 


INTIMATE APPAREL NOVELTIES DVDS 


AMAZING 


5 


SUNRICL 
ADAMS 


20 


feasuriag 


ON 


| Buy ‘one DVD from | in- n-Stock ' titles priced Priced below $20 and receive one of equal or iesser value free. F ra or a limited time, : selections v vary. Offer ‘vaild 12/10/¢ 1210S thru 1; 12/16 /16/08. 8. J 


MASSACH USETTS 

1258 BOYLSTON 135 KING 
BOSTON STUART PEABODY NEWBURY 
EASTERN AVE PITTSFIELD SOUTH 


MEDFORD 423 MYSTIC AVE WALTHAM 465 


GPHN 127 108 


lowe 


Ol 2, since 1999 


“ q é 4 > ‘ 7 
> 
_adie s N ial uesday-Ladies 20% O ae Aw a 
SAME DAY SHIPPING for Online Orders 


MEDICAL RESEARCH DIRECTORY 


you with the Sun? LOOKING for something DIFFERENT? 


PARTICIPATING RESEARCH STUDIES 


Try Sleep Research Study! 


sleep research study Brigham Hospital for 9-10 days! 
Brigham Women’s Hospital! The Harvard Cooperative Program 
Agi older adults interested 
Healthy Men and Women studies topics such as: 
Not medications (some birth Memory and aging 
control okay} Bone and joint health 
Nutrition, and many more topics 
Contact 617-525-8434 Receive payment for your time and effort. 
H ge 


Harvard Cooperative 
Program on Aging 


(617) 732-4311 light@rics.bwh.harvard.edu 


reach these readers the Medical Research Directory, 


Contest starts 


a 
Dollar FREE Pro Pick'em 
Correctly select College spread and wir 


American 


Crafted with pride in 
Los Angeles, California. 


Availabie now in Blue, White and 
Grey, with new colors coming soon 


Retail Locations: 


Back Bay 

138 Newbury St 

(E. of Dartmouth St.) 
Phone: (617) 536-4768 


Newbury Street — Coming 
330 Newbury St. 
(West end of Newbury St.) 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop oniine, and to find all store 


locations, visit our web site: 
www.americanapparei.net 


Cambridge 

47 Brattle St 

(Across from Brattle Theatre) 
Phone: (617) 661-2770 


159 Weybosset St 
(S. of Dorrance St.) 
Phone: (401) 861-000 


£ 4 
i 


